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For the first time in American history, televisions outnumber

people per household, 2.8 to 2.5, according to the latest Nielson

research. And with an average of 104 channels per household,

fewer people are reading these days, which makes publishing a

magazine that gets read more of a challenge. 

So, in May, we asked readers what they think of Biola Magazine.

Does it inspire and equip them to impact the world for Christ? Does it

demonstrate that Biola is fulfilling its mission? Does it make them

proud of their association with Biola? Over 80 percent of respondents

said yes, agreeing or strongly agreeing in each instance. And many

readers shared their appreciation for the magazine’s design and for the

topics it covers.

But there was some criticism too, which is sometimes more

interesting to read about. One reader said that we were Republican

propaganda. Another said that we seemed obsessed with socially and

theologically conservative agendas.

Many of our readers might take these criticisms as compliments given

that 77 percent of respondents identified themselves as Republicans and

81 percent considered themselves theologically conservative. (For those

pining to know, 4 percent identified themselves as Democrats, 9 percent

as “other” and 10 percent left this question blank.) As a registered

independent with no obsessions over social or theological agendas, I can

assure readers that Biola has no political affiliation and its only obsession

is to serve Christ the best it can. We appreciate all the feedback we’ve

received from readers, both positive and critical. And we want to thank all

those who completed a reader survey.

We’ve made some changes to the magazine since the last issue.

These changes, which include a new design, reflect Biola’s move into a

new century under the leadership of a new president, Barry H. Corey,

whom you’ll read more about in the cover story. Another big change is

the magazine’s name. We’ve dropped “Connections” from the title.

We’re now Biola Magazine or just Biola. We also made “Biola” upper and

lower case to remind readers that “Biola” has not been an acronym (i.e.

“BIOLA”) since 1952, when it became “Biola Bible College.” 

Other changes include some new sections, like “About the Bible,” an

expanded news section called “Red Report” (formerly “Biola Bulletin”),

and an expanded “Ask An Expert.” I’d like to know your thoughts on our

changes, so please write me and tell me what you think. With your help,

we’ll do our small part to reduce the amount of TV watching in America

and maybe the number of TVs per household.

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E  

B I O L A

Outnumbered

Rob Westervelt, Editor  (M.A. ’97) 
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Your article “Once Upon a Time in Los
Angeles” thrilled me! What a tremen-
dous blessing to have attended an

institution with such a rich spiritual heritage.
I thought it was impressive that “Students
Take the Gospel to Public High Schools” and
“New Ministry Seeks to Change Perceptions
of Student-Athletes” highlight the current
fulfilling of that mission in the same issue!
How many other Biolans all over the world
continue to be “Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through
us” (2 Corinthians 5:20)? Thank you, Biola,
for equipping us to bring Jesus to our
neighbors, co-workers, families and friends!  

Nancy (Plagerman, ’90) Lambert
Cheney, Wash.

Sam Harris’ Atheist Crusade
I have to say this last issue with Sam Harris posed
as the devil incarnate, which plays out the very
attitude that he is seeing as dangerous in
religion, pushed me over the edge. At Biola, I
learned to love the world that God so loved. I
learned to live a life of faith in the way of Jesus. I
learned to explore with an inquisitive mind and
courageous heart, trusting that all truth is God’s
truth. Instead, I find each issue of Biola Magazine
contains a message of doom or fear. It tells me
who I should be afraid of (i.e., Sam Harris
because he “wants to save the world” from me),
or who is threatening my faith (i.e., Brian
McLaren or any other emergent-postmodern-
type), or the negative reasons why I should send
my kids to Biola (i.e., because they won’t be on
co-ed residence floors). Does Biola really want
or need to portray itself this way? An institution
of Biola’s academic and spiritual heritage could
afford to take a higher road and continue the
100-year legacy of faith that embraces God’s
world. Give us resources to live out this legacy,
not in fear and suspicion, but with courage and,
above all, love.

Jennifer (Hofer, ’93) Warner 
Walnut Creek, Calif.

We were very disappointed in the cover on the
summer 2007 issue. The world has enough scary
pictures without a Christian school adding to the
collection. A much better picture would have
been the one on page 39 [Christians praying

together]. I’m not sure the purpose of giving
atheism a front cover of Biola Magazine. We would
not have selected this magazine from the
newsstand if given the opportunity. The world is
moving away from Christianity; let’s try to
present our best on our Christian materials.

Gary (’93) and Diane (’85) Strickler
Palo Cedro, Calif.

As a graduate of Biola University, my daughter,
Amy Kalanges, receives Biola Magazine. I must
admit, I do not usually read the magazine.
However, the picture of Sam Harris, a noted
atheist leading the movement to rid the world of
religion, caused me to pause, and pause I did to
read the entire article on his quest. What caught
my attention more than anything else was how he
looked — haughty (especially in his interview
picture with Rick Warren), steely-eyed,
brandishing a “better than thou” demeanor, but,
most importantly, almost an evilness that belied
reason. Are we being once again tested by Satan
and in human form?

Mary Kalanges
Sacramento, Calif.

Portrayal of Catholics
Thank you so much for the good article by Dr.
Robert Saucy (“What Should Christians Know
About ‘Evangelicals & Catholics Together’?”).
Having ministered for 37 years in a
predominantly Catholic country, we agree with
his explanation of the differences. We love
Catholics and saw many come to Christ “by faith
alone.” Evangelicals always say, “Christ is the one
and only Savior.” Catholics are willing to “come
together” as long as they do not have to change
their doctrines. May God continue to give us
evangelical leaders like Dr. Saucy.

Charles Belch (’50)
Nevada City, Calif.

As an evangelical Catholic, I use Dr. Saucy’s
cautions regarding “Evangelicals & Catholics
Together” as a defense rather than a critique of
Catholic theology. Catholic doctrine attempts to
interpret the Scripture in light of the New
Testament time whereas Protestants typically
interpret Scripture in light of the Reformation,
resulting in the ignoring of important verses
troubling to their theology. [For example,] Dr.

Saucy claims that salvation is by grace “by faith
alone,” however this is not a biblical concept. The
only place that “faith alone” is used in the New
Testament is in James 2:24 wherein it says that
man is not justified by faith alone! The “works”
referred to by Paul were Jewish rituals which
might have prevented the inclusion of Gentiles
into the faith, not moral acts of obedience to
Christ which are part of the process of our
salvation (Hebrews 5:9). My hope is that
Protestants would further their understanding of
Catholic theology in light of the whole of
Scripture. We do indeed share a common
heritage. We are saved solely by the grace of
Christ, which fosters obedient conversion. May
God bless us all in unity who believe and confess
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gordon Prepsky (’86) 
Ypsilanti, Mich.

Jesus Christ, Not ‘Isa Masih’
In Len Bartlotti’s article about the Taliban
[“The Taliban As I Remember Them”], he
refers to “Isa Masih” as if this is really a
legitimate title for Jesus Christ. I’m sure that
Dr. Bartlotti’s intentions are completely
beneficent, but the name Jesus refers to the
Hebrew “Salvation of YAHWEH” and has a very
specific meaning. The Arabic word “Isa” has
no such meaning. I would advise verbalizing
this correction when witnessing to Muslims,
for the sake of all parties involved. 

Sean Mauer
Washington Crossing, Pa. 

R E A D E R  M A I L  

Rich Heritage Continues
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In 1957, Biola president Sam Sutherland (carry-
ing a megaphone, far left) took students to see
the site of the new campus — a 75-acre parcel

of land purchased from publishing giant Andrew
McNally. Heralded as the “up-and-comingest” of
Los Angeles’ emerging suburbs, La Mirada, at that
time, was dotted with olive trees and irrigation

lakes. Today, the city — located on the borders of
thriving Los Angeles and Orange counties — has
about 48,600 residents and was recently named
one of the “Best Places to Live” by Money Maga-
zine, which looked at economic opportunity, good
schools, safe streets, things to do and a real sense
of community. 

msms
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Saving ‘SimMan’ 

R E D  R E P O R T

T he patient lies propped up on his back,
IVs inserted in veins in his arm. His vital
signs are displayed on a monitor nearby. 

“I can’t breathe and my chest hurts,”
he says. “Help.”

From a computer a few feet away, Biola
nursing professor Annette Browning holds the
patient’s fate in her hands. Literally. 

With a few strokes on her keyboard,
Browning can change the patient’s heart rate,
make him wheeze, even decide what he will
say next. 

The “patient” is a high fidelity man-
nequin named SimMan, an advanced patient
simulator that allows students to hone their
skills without fear of harming anyone. Two

video cameras mounted above SimMan’s bed
record the students’ responses to particular
scenarios.

Browning can lead the students through a
critical situation by programming SimMan to
have different pathologies, such as septic
shock or congestive heart failure. 

Acquired by Biola’s nursing department
in May, SimMan has pulses, lung and heart
sounds, realistic anatomy – even a catheter.
Students can administer medication, take
blood pressure and check temperature. They
can also use SimMan to practice CPR when
Browning makes SimMan “code” (go into
cardiac arrest).

SimMan rests in the Kartsman Simulation

Lab in Soubirou Hall. The lab looks like a
hospital room in an intensive care unit.

While simulation has been used for
decades in the armed services and in aviation,
its use in nursing education is relatively new,
said Browning, who teaches critical care
courses. SimMan has the potential to be used
in many clinical courses, she said, and should
decrease students’ level of anxiety when they
care for a patient.

“In the real hospital situation, when the
patient goes into a critical (situation), students
tend to fall back into an observation role,” she
said. With the simulator, “the students can
attempt to problem solve and intervene and
assess and treat and critically think without
harm to the patient.”    

Nursing students who have practiced with
SimMan say it provided a unique learning
experience.

Shannon Lawrence, a Biola graduate now
working at Loma Linda University Medical
Center, said SimMan gave her a chance to
practice without the pressure of doing
something wrong or hurting a patient. 

“It gives you the opportunity to try things
and be comfortable and then try it again in the
workplace,” she said. — Lisa O’Neill Hill
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Nursing students Katie Potter (background) and Emily Svelmoe (foreground) work on SimMan, who is controlled by professor Annette Browning (below). 
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Student Film Uncovers 
African American Abortion Epidemic

A silent epidemic is occurring in the
black community, killing 1,452 African
Americans a day, according to num-

bers from the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The cause of this epidemic is
abortion, and though African Americans make
up only 13 percent of the population, they
account for 36 percent of abortions.

When junior filmmaker Matthew Jones
heard about this statistic from Biola’s on-
campus pro-life club, Defending Human Value,
he wanted to raise awareness of this issue.

The result is Choices, a short film set in an
urban community about a 17-year-old black girl
who finds herself with an unplanned pregnancy.
She’s forced to make a choice to keep or abort her
unborn baby.

The screenplay, co-written by Jones — an
award-winning student filmmaker — and
student Josh Sikora (’06), is loosely based on a
music video, Can I Live? by Nick Cannon, an
African American recording artist who wrote
the song after finding out he was nearly aborted
by his mother. In this song, Cannon plays the
voice of an unborn child who convinces his
mother that he should be given the opportunity
to live. Jones said the song gave him confidence
to pursue his film.

Choices runs only 12 minutes, but in that
small time frame it manages to capture the

emotions and fears entangled within the subject
of teenage pregnancy and abortion. Jones’ hope is
for the black community to be made aware of the
epidemic and how much it affects them.

“The main problem is that people aren’t
educated,” said Jones. “This isn’t just a black
issue, but it hasn’t been talked about in the black
community. The film targets the urban commu-
nity because the majority of the pro-life move-
ment does not.” 

Abortion facilities appear to specifically
target urban communities, with 78 percent of
Planned Parenthood facilities, the largest
abortion provider, being located in minority
communities, Jones said. Yet, only 2 percent of
pregnancy resources centers, which encourage
alternatives to abortion, are located in the
same communities. And most of the centers’
advertisements feature white women’s faces,
Jones added. 

The other reason black communities aren’t
involved in the anti-abortion movement is polit-
ical, according to the Rev. Welton Pleasant of
South Los Angeles Baptist Church, vice president
of the Southern California Baptist Convention.
Welton said that although African Americans
have historically opposed abortion, they are gen-
erally missing from the anti-abortion movement
because they see it as a predominately white,
Republican, conservative movement — one they

don’t necessarily want to be identified with
because they feel like it has ignored the social
issues that concern them. The result is a lack of
black involvement in anti-abortion events and an
overall lack of awareness, Pleasant said. He hopes
Jones’ film will help make them “more proactive
rather than reactive on the abortion issue.”

African Americans are surprised to learn
how many abortions occur in their communities,
according to Jones.

“I spoke with a black woman the other night
who had no clue about the statistics of black
women with abortions,” Jones said. “She thought
the majority of black women keep and care for
their babies.”

Once editing of the film is finished, Jones
plans to make it available online and is working
with school districts to put it in sex education
curriculums. His ultimate hope is that, through
the film, human lives will be saved.

Jones plans to premiere the film at a
fundraising and concert event in January at Los
Angeles’ Colburn School for Performing Arts
Zipper Hall.

Jones also has begun production on a docu-
mentary, exploring the abortion issue in greater
depth. — Rae Lynn Rucker
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Evan Walker 

Choices explores teenage pregnancy and abortion in the black community. 

Matthew Jones (left) with Peter Borrud, 
director of photography
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Robert and Jim Wilkinson lived frugally,
spending their final years in a sparsely
furnished mobile home in San Diego.

The brothers quietly amassed a small fortune,
but never spent it on themselves.

Neither man married. Neither had attended
or visited Biola University. That wasn’t neces-
sary, they’d say. They were sure they wanted their
money to benefit young, Christian people
preparing for the ministry. 

Today, the balance of the Wilkinson
Endowed Ministerial Scholarship Fund is
$1.6 million, a testament to the brothers’
faith in Biola. Robert Wilkinson began donat-
ing to the University in 1983, giving $3,000,
$5,000 or $10,000 a year that was matched
two to one or three to one by his employer, a
Fortune 500 company. 

It wasn’t until 2002 that Adam Morris,
Biola’s senior director of university develop-
ment, realized how much of a mark the men
would leave on the University.  

Morris, who had helped structure the
brothers’ gifts to the University, drove to San
Diego to help Robert Wilkinson plan his estate. 

“Robert said, ‘The Lord has taken such great
care of us. I’ve got this money sitting in a Merrill
Lynch account. I might as well gift it to you,’”
Morris recalled. Robert slid a portfolio across the
table. It was worth $850,000. 

Morris was stunned. He helped Robert
arrange a gift annuity. Robert died in November
of 2005; Jim died nine months later. After Jim’s
death, everything the brothers had saved went to
the University, despite the fact that neither had

stepped foot on the campus. 
“They simply believed in the mission and

vision of the University and were so sure that this
was the place they wanted to invest their money that
they never felt they needed to come,” Morris said. 

Last year, the University awarded the
Wilkinson Endowed Ministerial Scholarship to
24 students totaling $49,045. To be eligible, stu-
dents can be attending any of Biola’s seven
schools but must be at least a sophomore and
must have a demonstrated financial need.
Scholarship winners also need to show high aca-
demic and Christian commitment and be prepar-
ing for full-time ministry. 

Morris said the brothers never told him
exactly why they decided to leave their money to
Biola. They never told anyone else either. 

“They were very private and they used to
always encourage our children to go to college and
get a good education,” said Joan Lowerison
Miller, whose late husband, Tom, was the first
cousin of the brothers. “They were always very
fine Christian men.”

Robert had been a stockbroker in Phila-
delphia and Jim had been in the Air Force during
World War II. He had been stationed in China,
Lowerison said. After getting out of the service,
Jim moved to Florida for a while and opened a
shop where he sold handmade lamps. He came to
California and was later joined by Robert.  

“They were neat brothers who loved the
Lord,” Morris said. “The reason they were so
frugal was so more money could be given to the
Lord’s work and the work of Biola.” 

— Lisa O’Neill Hill 

Mystery Brothers 
Leave $1.6 Million to Biola

Biola Launches 
Seventh School With 
the School of Education
Biola launched its seventh school this fall, the
School of Education. The decision to create a new
school came in response to the growing identity
of the education department’s undergraduate and
graduate programs, providing teacher prepara-
tion to more than 285 undergraduate and 205
graduate students. 

“Biola’s education program has been distin-
guished by its professors and graduates who are
regarded as excellent, principled educators by
their peers,” said Gary Miller, provost and senior
vice president of Biola. “Graduates have gone on
to receive awards and accolades including the
‘Teacher of the Year’ award at regional and even
state levels.”

A national search for a dean for the School
of Education is underway. 

Media Production 
Center Expansion Begins
The first phase of renovations at the Media
Production Center began this summer, thanks to an
estate gift from the widow of a vaudeville clown
who appeared on the first I Love Lucy show.

The initial round of renovations for the
Cinema and Media Arts program’s center will pro-
vide two additional faculty offices, earthquake
retrofitting and preparation work for the later
phases. The first phase, slated to be finished by
September (as of the time this article was written),
is being funded with a gift of $800,000 from the
Perez family estate. 

The first phase is part of a $2.2 million over-
haul that will include two studios, a bank of edit-
ing bays and a convergent newsroom. 

The department received $1.2 million from
the estate of Joanne and Pepito Perez, who was a
well-known vaudeville clown and good friends
with Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz. Joanne Perez,
who survived her husband by two decades, was
introduced to Biola through a friend. 

Perez worked with one of the University’s
trust officers and agreed to put her home in trust
with the University. When she died, she left her
estate to the Cinema and Media Arts program. 

Biola has already spent about $250,000 from
the Perez estate for new faculty offices. The
University needs another $1.4 million to complete
the project. Biola is working with a group of about
200 Christians in the media to identify additional
money to move forward. — Lisa O’Neill Hill 

Robert Wilkinson (left) and his brother, Jim, left their estate to Biola, though they never 
set foot on campus. They are pictured with their second cousin Beth Tronerud. 
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Malatya Martyrs Struck
Down But Not Forgotten

Jesus died for the Turks. And on April 18th,
Necati, Tilmann and Ugur returned the
compliment.  

Five young Muslim men came to the Zirve
Christian publishing office, apparently under the
guise of wanting to hear the gospel. Armed with
knives, they tied Necati Aydin, Tilmann Geske
and Ugur Yuksel to chairs. For the next two hours
the attackers tortured and, eventually, slit the
throats of the men. 

When the police arrived, the attackers were
trapped inside. Four of them surrendered with-
out struggle, and one either fell or jumped from
the fourth floor balcony and was injured.

Tilmann, a German believer who had
worked with the fellowship in Malatya for years,
was found dead with Necati, the pastor. Ugur, an
employee of Zirve, was found alive with countless
stab wounds, including a long cut across his neck. 

Hearing news of the attack, I arrived at the
hospital a few minutes behind the ambulances
carrying Ugur and his attacker. I waited under
armed guard for news of my friend’s condition.
The other man recovered from his injuries. Ugur
died during surgery. 

It’s difficult even to write about these
events. It’s not easy to express myself with the
depth and sincerity that the memories of these
men deserve. I can’t quantify their lives in a
few lines or explain their deaths with theologi-
cal platitudes.

It is a privilege to have ministered with
them and called each of them my abi (big
brother). Our children played together, and
one day I will tell my children the story of their
friends’ brave daddies.

Just 10 days earlier, on Easter Sunday, I par-
ticipated in a drama Ugur wrote. He played the

part of a Turkish believer who wasn’t afraid to
share the gospel. And that will be his legacy.  

Yet, Ugur’s family insisted on a Muslim
burial. His fiancée, also a believer, was secluded
from the media by her family. Necati and
Tilmann’s wives, however, forgave their attack-
ers on television, to the astonishment of mil-
lions of Turks. 

Necati’s funeral — in his hometown of Izmir
— was a major media event thanks to the pro-
found reputation Necati had earned for himself
as a man of God. Hundreds of supporters stood in
applause and some shouted “Aferin!” (Well
done!) as his casket was carried in.

Still, newspapers printed false accusations
about these men and the other believers, includ-
ing us. Pictures of foreign believers were pub-
lished, making it practically impossible for us to
stay in Malatya.

I received dozens of phone calls from
Turkish Muslims condemning the attacks.
Others, however, quietly sympathized with the
killers — seeing Christians as a Western threat.
Some neighbors stopped visiting. People were
afraid that associating with us could be danger-
ous for them. We had no choice but to leave the
city, at least for now. We’ve relocated to anoth-
er city in Turkey.

In the meantime, the believers in Malatya
have been left without the leaders who they
depended on. Some Turkish believers have also
left the city, and some of the seekers have stopped
spending time with Christians. The young fel-
lowship of about 25 people has been permanent-
ly rocked by these events, but still a faithful group
continues to meet in each other’s homes. Please
pray for them.

In a Scripture passage that has been signifi-
cant to my family during this time, Paul writes:
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show
that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us. We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but
not destroyed.”

The family of God in Malatya has been
struck down, but we have faith to believe that it
has not been abandoned and that these clay
jars have been broken to reveal the treasure of
the gospel in this city and throughout Turkey. 

— R.K. 

In April, three Christian leaders in Malatya, Turkey, were tortured and killed — making headlines as the first
Turkish Protestant martyrs in the history of the Republic of Turkey. Their colleague — a Biola alumnus from the
Class of 2000 who goes by the initials R.K. to protect his family’s identity — arrived on the scene moments later.
Though media quickly forgot, this alumnus doesn’t want the story of these brave men — or the plight of the
believers in Malatya — to be forgotten.
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For the 12 youths in war-ravaged Sierra
Leone who were asked to capture their
daily lives with a disposable camera, the

exercise was about finding beauty in their bro-
ken, hurting world.

For the dozen youngsters in Seal Beach,
Calif., who were assigned the same task, the
exercise was more about finding brokenness in
their seemingly beautiful and tranquil world.

The contrasts and similarities these young
photographers captured on film between Seal
Beach and Sierra Leone’s capital city of Freetown
are the subject of a new photography exhibit that
opened Tuesday (June 19) in Seal Beach. The
“Broken-Beautiful” exhibit, at Grace Com-
munity Church, pairs 46 images from the Orange
County beach city with 46 complementary
images from the West African coastal capital city.

“Our hope is that the images will be
strengthened by being next to each other,” said
exhibit curator Kimberly (Berger, ’93) Hocking,
an art therapist from Signal Hill and a member of
Grace Community Church. “We want people to
think about brokenness and beauty in their lives.
It may not hit us in the ways we think of initially.”

The photography project, put together over
the past year, was the brainchild of Hocking, 37,

and her college roommate, Cami Sigler (’91, M.A.
’00), 38, a missionary and youth mentor in
Freetown, Sierra Leone. The two graduates of
Biola University in La Mirada wanted to help
demoralized African youth ages 11 to 17 under-
stand that beauty could be found even in a place
like Freetown, where trash fills the streets,
malaria runs rampant and thousands are home-
less and orphaned from a decade-long civil war.

“They’re sad and lonely and questioning at
times,” said Sigler, adding that a number of her
students were forced to fight in the civil war that
ended in 2002. “There’s a lot of hurt. We struggle
hard for them to embrace a better identity instead
of seeing themselves as an orphan.”

Helping these youths find beauty in broken-
ness has had simple but striking results, Sigler
says. For example, when someone urinated on a
door at the Youth Center in Freetown and
incurred a pastor’s ire, 17-year-old Sheku Turay –
one of the exhibit’s photographers – stepped in
and calmly cleaned it up.

“The pastor came in all angry and attacking:
‘Look what your kids have done,’” Sigler recalled.
“Sheku just wanted to humbly serve and just
bring peace. That’s the beauty. They learn how to
be humble and gentle and how to get out of the

negative cycles.”
In conceptualizing the “Broken-Beautiful”

exhibit, Hocking and Sigler also wanted to teach
members of Seal Beach’s Grace Community
Church youth group that there was subtle broken-
ness in their own lives, whether in friendships
gone awry, divorce, pollution or unkempt homes.

“It sort of taught me different ways of think-
ing,” said Seal Beach resident Jenelle Enyart, 12,
one of the exhibit’s photographers. “It taught me
not to take things for granted. I’ve started to learn
how blessed I am.”

For Enyart’s 15-year-old sister, Amber, who
also captured images of her hometown with a dis-
posable camera, the experience has helped her to
see more brokenness now than ever before.

“Before I would have just driven by a house
that was run down,” she said. “Now I stop and
think about what must have happened for that
house to become run down.”

“Broken-Beautiful” consists of 46 paired
photos, each 8 inches by 10 inches, framed and
displayed in a gallery at Grace Community
Church. Each photo is accompanied by thoughts
from the photographer on why the image was
taken and what it symbolizes. Hocking in Seal
Beach interviewed each of the young local pho-
tographers; Sigler in Sierra Leone interviewed
each of the young Freetown photographers.

The project was financed by a special art
fund Hocking set up specifically for such initia-
tives and was put together with the help of
Hocking’s husband, David (’91), and their
friends Judy (Haendiges, ’93) and Jeremy (’93)
Dodgen, who also attend Grace Community
Church. — Scott Martindale, Reprinted by permis-
sion of the Orange County Register, copyright 2007.

To see all the photos in the exhibit, visit
www.greenarthouse.com  

Beauty and Brokenness Alumnae
encourage youths in Southern California and Sierra
Leone to capture their lives on disposable cameras.

Photo taken by Rachel Stanley, 16, of Seal Beach Photo taken by Sheku Turay, 17, of Sierra Leone 

Alumnae Cami Sigler (left) and Kimberly Hocking 
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If one is involved in evangelical Protestantism,
one of the more common themes is the dis-
cerning of spiritual gifts. Local churches,

denominations, and various parachurch min-
istries all encourage those involved to discover
the hidden talent that God has given them (it is
naturally assumed such a talent exists) and to
answer the call to use these special gifts in His
service. Often there will be seminars and cours-
es offered to assist the Christian in the discern-
ment process. So pervasive is this trend that it is
rarely ever challenged or even given a second
thought … until now.

Kenneth Berding, a professor of New
Testament at Biola University, has in What Are
Spiritual Gifts? given the topic careful considera-
tion and concluded that the conventional wis-
dom, however well-intentioned, simply cannot
hold water biblically. He effectively argues that
the conventional view fails to understand the
scriptural context and imposes an interpretive
framework that is foreign to the understanding of
the New Testament writers.

After an introductory section done in ques-
tion-and-answer format, Berding gets to the

heart of his thesis by refuting the common
assumptions within the evangelical tradition
concerning the spiritual gifts. Rather than special
abilities conferred to an individual, he argues the
spiritual gifts are to be seen as ministries con-
ferred to the church, and it is through the Holy
Spirit working within the body of Christ that these
ministries are properly conducted.

The passages in the New Testament con-
cerning spiritual gifts are thoroughly examined
and, in a careful exegesis, Berding convincingly
demonstrates the weaknesses inherent in the
conventional view. In the various passages in the
epistles of Paul that are commonly put forward to
encourage Christians to discover their “special
gifts,” he points out the complete misunder-
standing of the apostle’s actual intent in outlining
the functions of the early church. Anticipating
counterclaims, Berding also clinches the argu-
ment in advance.

Berding then fleshes out his arguments by
adding a richer context in which to understand
the larger context of the epistles. He considers
key elements in the passages (i.e., ministry and
service, the role of the Holy Spirit in the
church) and gives the larger picture painted by
Paul in his epistles so as to understand them
more accurately within the more limited con-
text that is the topic of this book. In so doing,
the misorientation at the foundations of the
more common understanding of these passages
within the evangelical movement becomes
more readily demonstrable.

The final section of the book moves from
theory to practice and examines the implications
of the previous discussion and its applications
within the church. Examples of the use of the
spiritual gifts within the church are taken from
the New Testament and suggestions as to how the
general blueprint given in Holy Scripture may be
applied today are considered. An important con-
clusion to be drawn is that the focus on a poten-
tial role within the church is to be less concerned
with any innate ability of our own than it is to
consider where we may be needed to build up the
body of Christ.

I would generally be inclined to agree with
the idea that something “new” has to be taken
with a grain of salt. After all, how does one
explain how this remained hidden for two
millennia? However, in response I would point

out that the current position that I labeled “the
conventional wisdom” has a lineage of less than
a century. It could be argued that Berding is
making the case for an earlier view that has been
overshadowed within the individualistic
emphases at the core of modern evangelicalism
and is calling for the gifts to be again placed
within their proper context within the normal
means of grace given to the church.

Kenneth Berding has provided a careful,
biblical examination of a topic that is a major pre-
occupation of much of the church. In a wave of
classes, surveys and various tools adopted from
both the corporate world and pop psychology, he
has gone back to an often ignored source of inspi-
ration — the Holy Scriptures. In lending clarity to
a muddled situation, What Are Spiritual Gifts? is a
much-needed antidote to the misapplications of
foreign methodologies that too often cloud the
topic. — Albert McIlhenny, Christian Book Reviews
(christianbookreviews.net)

Book Review 

WWhhaatt AArree SSppiirriittuuaall GGiiffttss??:: RReetthhiinnkkiinngg tthhee
CCoonnvveennttiioonnaall VViieeww — Kenneth Berding
Kregel Publications (January 2007) ‘Kenneth Berding has

provided a careful, biblical
examination of a topic that
is a major preoccupation 
of much of the church. 
In a wave of classes,
surveys and various tools
adopted from both the
corporate world and pop
psychology, he has gone
back to an often ignored
source of inspiration — 
the Holy Scriptures.’ 
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Talbot Receives Over $2 Million 
in Gifts for Building Campaign

Biola University launched a fundraising
campaign in late 2006 for a multimil-
lion dollar, three-building complex to

house Talbot School of Theology, including the
seminary and undergraduate Bible classes.
Thanks to gifts from friends and alumni, over
$2 million has already been raised to begin the
preliminary architectural work. The 45-year-
old Myers Hall has served the University well,
but — with only 14,000 square feet — can no
longer accommodate Talbot’s growing enroll-
ment and faculty. Offices and classes are cur-
rently scattered across campus. The 95,000-
square-foot complex will add two new, four-
story buildings in place of the current Myers
Hall and next to it, and one building will be
joined to the present Feinberg Hall by an out-
door plaza. The blueprint calls for 20 new
classrooms, 60 new faculty offices, a café,
reading room, recreation room, conference
rooms, student and faculty lounges and prayer
chapel for the Institute for Spiritual
Formation. If funding is received, construc-
tion could begin as soon as 2008 and be com-
pleted by fall 2010. For more information on
how you can be involved in this project, call the
Stewardship & Resource Development office at
(562) 903-4714.

Temporary Law Allows 
Tax-Free IRA Charity
Rollovers 
A law signed by President Bush, called the
“Pension Protection Act of 2006,” allows
taxpayers age 701/2 and older to transfer funds
from their traditional IRAs or Roth IRAs to
charity without paying taxes on them. It has
allowed hundreds of thousands of Americans to
give millions of dollars to charity — some of
which has come to Biola. But the window of
opportunity is closing as this provision expires
December 31, 2007. If any of Biola’s friends or
alumni would like to support the University
through a gift of IRA assets, call the Estate
Planning Office at (562) 903-4785 for instructions
on how to make the transfer.

The blueprint calls for 20 new classrooms, 

60 new faculty offices, a café, reading room,

recreation room, conference rooms, student

and faculty lounges and prayer chapel for 

the Institute for Spiritual Formation. 
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Garry DeWeese is a
professor of philo-
sophy. Although philo-
sophers tend to be a feisty
lot, reminiscent of the
“Herding Cats” Super
Bowl commercial, I sup-
pose most of us would
agree that we live in a

time and place where everyone knows how
they feel about everything under the sun, but
very few know how to think about things. So
we would wish everyone knew how to think
critically — how to construct logically valid
arguments with premises clearly stated and
defended, and how to analyze opposing argu-
ments fairly and accurately. Most philoso-
phers, and certainly those of us at Biola,
would say that such skills are essential to the
pursuit of truth, the activity of loving the Lord
with our minds. As a corollary, I’d say that we
wish everyone knew how to apply such critical
thinking not only to matters scientific and
mathematical, but also to issues in ethics, phi-
losophy of religion, theology, aesthetics,
political philosophy and so on.

Les Harman is a pro-
fessor of marketing.
Marketing is a lot more
than merely advertising
and sales. The essence 
of marketing is solving
problems in order to
effectively meet customer
needs.

Deborah Taylor is a
professor of educa-
tion. Every student is
naturally curious about
something, so the key to
motivating them to learn
is to become familiar with
their interests and then
intentionally connect ex-

amples and assignments to their interests. A
high school math teacher had an interesting

assignment to capture the interest of her
unmotivated students. After finding out that
they were avid skateboarders, she asked them
to design a mathematical model of a skate-
board ramp to help them learn the practical
applications of quadratic equations, parabolas,
gravity and slope.

Paul Kuld is a profes-
sor of biological sci-
ences. I wish everyone
knew how incredible DNA
is. It provides the most
profound example of an
intelligent creator that I
know of. It contains infor-
mation, using a language

with four letters, that controls the synthesizing of
thousands of different proteins. For it to work, it
requires the making of mRNA to transport a mes-
sage on how to build a protein from the nucleus to
the cytoplasm. Then it requires 61 specific differ-
ent tRNA molecules to transfer the appropriate
amino acids over to the ribosomes as raw materi-
als to build the specific protein. All living cells
that have been studied, from bacteria to our own,
use this same complex information system. There
is no simple version of this. The only logical
explanation is an intelligent creator.

Gary McIntosh is a
professor of Christian
ministry and leader-
ship. I wish people under-
stood that the heart of
church growth is basic
evangelism. It is not about
marketing, business prac-
tices or a host of other mis-
perceptions. The field of church growth is all
about helping church leaders become more
effective in leading people to faith in Jesus Christ
and to active participation in a local church. Since
all people are lost apart from a saving relationship
with Jesus Christ, every church must be con-
cerned with church growth that is accomplished
through conversion evangelism. This is the heart
of church growth thinking today. 

Annette Browning is
a professor of nurs-
ing. I wish greater num-
bers of people fully
acknowledged the long-
term effects of poor
lifestyle choices. A signif-
icant percentage of those
cared for at the end of

their lives have contributed to their illnesses
by not maintaining optimum health through
poor dietary choices, lack of sufficient exer-
cise, cigarette smoking, stress and substance
abuse leading to a predisposition to heart and
lung disease and stroke. Another very signifi-
cant issue I would like to see greater numbers
of people knowledgeable in is the area of
Advance Directives. Less than 25 percent of
people in America prepare their end-of-life
choices ahead of time. Many elderly people are
inappropriately resuscitated and placed on
mechanical ventilation, prolonging their suf-
fering at end-of-life, whereas if their wishes
were made known in advance, life-sustaining
measures could be more appropriately limit-
ed, facilitating end-of-life experiences more
in keeping with what individuals desire.

Jenny Pak is a pro-
fessor of psychology.
Science and religion are
not fundamentally in-
compatible, but both
serve to further human
understanding. The posi-
tivists assumed a single,
logical structure to sci-
ence, but understanding the human realm
calls for alternatives to this naturalistic
approach. Because the rules that govern
human behavior are often specific to particu-
lar historical times and places, you cannot
neglect the influence of culture on those rules.
Moreover, human science cannot ignore
moral concerns because explanations of
human actions need to include the reasons and
motivations of the person who undertook 
the action. 

T E L L  M E  T H I S

What is one thing from your field 
of study you wish everyone knew?

Next Question: What is the most important thing you learned in college outside of the classroom? 
Send your response with “Tell Me This” in the subject line to: biolamag@biola.edu 
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New Century
New President, 
New Century
New President, 
New Century
Barry H. Corey's presidency begins on the eve of Biola's
100th birthday. Find out how an eBay purchase he made
will play a key role in shaping the school's future.

by Jason Newell 

New President, 
New Century
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awn had just broken when the Campus Safety officer spotted

the suspicious car coasting through Biola University’s deserted

parking lot. l At just after 5:30 a.m. on a Saturday – and on Independence Day

weekend, no less – the vehicle looked conspicuously out of place, especially when

it headed toward a dead end and made a confused U-turn. So when it ran a stop

sign, the officer decided to investigate. l A puzzled Barry H. Corey saw the lights

in his rearview mirror. Only after pulling into a parking stall did he learn about the

missed sign. l “I’m sorry, it’s my first full day on the job and I’m still learning my

way around here,” Corey explained, careful not to reveal his identity to the officer.

“I’ll try not to do it again.” l With that, Corey got out of his car and quietly

ascended the staircase to his new office – realizing then his prayer had been

answered for a humble start to his tenure as the eighth president in Biola

University’s 100-year history.

D  
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After 25 years of leadership from former president Clyde Cook, who
retired with fanfare in June, Corey is the youthful newcomer who has been
chosen to usher in the University’s second century of impacting the world
for the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Massachusetts native, he comes to Biola with big dreams for what
God has in store for the years ahead. But for now, he just wants to get to
know the place a bit more.

“My mantra, starting, is to hit the ground listening,” he told Biola
Magazine. “I’m trying to meet as many people as I can, to be out of this
office as much as I can. This first year, there will be decisions to make,
there will be lots of centennial activities that take place, but I am bound
and determined that I am going to listen like crazy during this first year to
get to know as much as I can.” 

‘A Whole-Life Commitment’ 
At 45, Corey is a man of diverse interests and talents. 

He’s a die-hard Red Sox fan who composes poetry in his free time.
He’s an academic and fundraising professional who once blasted the
trumpet in a ragtag church band.  He’s a former pastor who has finished
the Boston Marathon twice in the past three years. (Most recently a year
ago, when he clocked in at an impressive 3:36:05.)

Affable and well spoken, Corey is brimming with energy.  Like his
predecessor, he’s got a razor-sharp wit and the impeccable comedic
timing to match.

He’s also intensely organized – as his wife discovered when she first

peeked into his closet while the two were dating.
“His shirts were all two fingers apart,” Paula Corey told staff

members during a campus visit in May. “I truly thought he had done that
as a joke.  I had never seen a young guy with a closet like that.  Twenty years
later, it’s still a reality.”

Married for nearly 16 years, Corey is a family man who still puts
his three children – Anders, 14, Ella, 12, and Samuel, 8 – to bed each
night.  One of the immediate perks of the Biola position, Corey said,
was the prospect of a cross-country summer road trip with his teenage
son, tailored to fit in as many major- and minor-league baseball
games as possible.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime trip — eight days, 3,800 miles,
baseball, local restaurants and quality time between a father and his
14-year-old son,” Corey said. 

Yet for all the traits and activities that make Corey who he is, nothing
defines him more than his love for the Lord, friends and colleagues say.

Corey and his wife have made it their discipline to rise early to
dedicate each day to God in prayer. He journals extensively, chronicling
his spiritual journey and cataloging his praises and petitions.  His Bible –
dog-eared and held together by tape – is a continual source of guidance
and the ultimate authority over his life, he says.

“I don’t cross my fingers, nuance or flinch when I say the Bible is
inerrant,” he wrote in his application packet. “I love the Bible. The
stuff about ‘a lamp unto my feet’ is real to me. What God has revealed
in Scripture cannot be trumped by any other revelation or experience,
word or wonder.”
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It’s his commitment to the lordship of Christ over all things that
makes Corey the well-rounded person and effective leader that he is, said
Robert Cooley, one of Corey’s mentors.

“He understands that it’s a whole-life commitment,” Cooley, a
former president of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South
Hamilton, Mass., told Biola Magazine. “And he enjoys every area of
that life.”

Path to the Presidency
Born in Quincy, Mass., Corey grew up in a home built on the Word of God.
From early on, he remembers his father, a Canadian preacher, kneeling
over an open Bible and praying aloud, “Master, master, master.” It was at
age 4, while listening to his father deliver a gospel message, that he turned
to his mother and told her that he wanted to give his life to Christ.

As a young man, Corey left New England for the Midwest to attend
Evangel University, a private Christian university in Springfield, Mo.  By
his sophomore year – around the time Cook was settling in as Biola’s
young new president – Corey felt the conviction that God was calling him
to a vocation in Christian higher education.

“At that point I had a real sense of calling, but not a real sense of
focus,” Corey said. “I had no idea – would it be teaching, would it be
international?”

Later that year, Corey ran for student body vice president and won.
By his senior year, he had ascended to student body president.  It became
clear during those years that God had given him the ability to lead and to
build relationships with students and faculty, said Doug Green, who met

Corey at Evangel and has remained a close friend.
“Even then, there was a sense that maybe someday he would come

back and be a college president,” said Green, who now pastors North Hills
Church in Brea, Calif. – about eight miles east of Biola.

After graduating with a B.A. in English and biblical studies, Corey
went into what he called an “absorbing mode” – soaking up as much
education and as many opportunities as possible.  

He took a position as public relations director and assistant to the
president at Valley Forge Christian College in Pennsylvania, where he
also taught literature as an adjunct professor. Meanwhile, he
continued his education with a master’s degree and later a doctorate
from Boston College.

Partway through his doctoral work, Corey found himself suffering
from what he called “a crisis of normalcy.” With a good family and a happy
life, he had no reason to not be a Christian, he said. How would he react if
his faith were put to the test?

He decided to drop everything to spend a year in Bangladesh on a
Fulbright scholarship, where he became an ethnic and religious minority
for the first time in his life. The experiences there forever altered his
understanding of poverty, suffering and compassion, he said, and stirred
his soul for the Great Commission. 

But there were some other stirrings going on inside of him.  Paula –
whom he had met at Evangel and started dating years later when she moved
from Texas to Boston – was also in Asia at the time, teaching English with a
Christian organization in China.  While trekking in Nepal with a group of
others during a break from their duties, Corey couldn’t pass up what he saw
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as a perfect opportunity.  With the sun rising over Mount Everest on
Valentine’s Day morning in 1991, he asked her to be his wife.

Back in the states, with his wedding and the end of his formal
education fast approaching, Corey realized a major shift was coming in his
life.  As he transitioned into a new stage, he needed a mentor.

He approached Cooley, then president of Gordon-Conwell, who
agreed to take Corey under his wing.  Corey began working with the
seminary’s fundraising team and eventually rose to the level of vice
president of development, where he led a successful $54 million
capital campaign.

On the side, his love for people and the Word of God led him to accept
a pastoral position at an ethnically niched church in the western suburbs
of Boston. For seven years, he led a congregation of English-speaking
Greeks, despite the fact that he hasn’t an ounce of Greek in him.

All the while, his mentor at Gordon-Conwell counseled and advised
him on strategic planning, decision-making and effective leadership.
Seeing Corey’s discernment, ability to simplify complex issues and knack
for building relationships with all sorts of people, Cooley sensed that God
had greater things in store, he said.

“I saw in him all the ingredients necessary to be a president,”
Cooley said.

He wasn’t the only one; other universities and seminaries began to
take note as well.

In 1999, Corey allowed his name to be considered in one presidential
search but declined an offer when he didn’t sense the Lord releasing him
to this new post.  

In 2001, Cooley’s successor as Gordon-Conwell’s president and the
renowned Old Testament scholar, Walter Kaiser, asked Corey to become
the vice president for education and academic dean – a highly unorthodox
move.  The shift from fundraising to overseeing the seminary’s academic
operations, faculty and curriculum was met initially by Corey and others
with some skepticism.  But Corey’s passion for the veracity of God’s Word,
coupled with his strong leadership and welcoming demeanor, won him
the loyalty of the faculty, colleagues said.

With his academic and fundraising expertise – two major
components of a university president’s job – suitors from the outside
occasionally showed interest.  Still, Corey felt God keeping the door shut.

The Man for the Job
By October 2006, Biola’s search for a new leader was already well
underway. Cook had announced his retirement four months earlier, and
the Board of Trustees had assembled a Presidential Search Team to find a
replacement.

During a trip to Southern California to preach in Green’s Brea
church, Corey – who had been informed of the position but hadn’t yet

EDUCATION

l Ph.D. in Curriculum, Instruction and Administration, Boston College 

l M.A. in American Studies with a concentration in literature and reli-
gious history, Boston College

l B.A. in English and Biblical Studies/Theology, Evangel University

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

l Vice President for Education, Academic Dean and Associate
Professor of Church History at Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary, 2002-2007

l Vice President for Development (and other titles preceding) at
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, 1991-2002

l Pastor of The Greek Evangelical Church of Boston, 1993-2000

l Adjunct Professor of Education at Boston College, 1993-1994

l Fulbright Scholar with Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee,
1990-1991

Meet President Corey

Join the Biola Community Nov. 2 for the inauguration 
of Barry H. Corey at 9:30 a.m. in Chase Gymnasium. 

Call (562) 777-4062 for more information. 

Hear President Corey’s convocation chapel message 
at www.biola.edu/about/president/convocation. 
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seriously considered it – decided to pay his first visit to Biola.
With Green and another close college friend, Whittier resident Mike

Leahy, Corey explored the quiet nighttime campus. After ducking into the
small prayer chapel, they settled into a pew and lifted their voices to God.

“We prayed the Lord would do great things in our lives for our
generation,” Corey said. “It wasn’t, ‘Lord, give me this job.’  It was, ‘Lord,
do something in my life.’”

By that time Corey’s name was being submitted to the search
committee by a Christian college provost who had come to know him over
the recent years.  So with some encouragement, Corey decided to submit
his application to Biola’s search consultants.  He began to craft a series of
essays detailing his background and his possible role at the University.

“As I allowed myself to get into this process, I became increasingly
excited that this is a school where God has done great things,” Corey said.
“It has a great heart and heritage. The core convictions really link to my
own core convictions.  But again, I was in the passenger seat, I was not in
the driver’s seat.”

By spring, Corey had landed on the short list of candidates for the
position.

“The way (he) wrote, the way he expressed his faith, the way he
articulated his view of the world and his excitement about what he might
do as Biola’s president – from the very start there was agreement that
there was something very special (about him),” said Ken Bascom, who co-
chaired the Search Advisory Committee, a group of faculty and staff
members charged with providing recommendations to the Presidential
Search Team.

After extensive reference checks, lengthy discussions and a pair of
in-depth interviews, Corey had the overwhelming support of both the
search team and committee. Corey’s depth of experience, knowledge and
character – and his eloquence in expressing that depth – clearly set him
apart, said Bascom, senior director of facilities planning and
construction.

“The ability to stand before a public audience and represent Biola in
the world of ideas with grace and with power, I think that’s a very
important trait for our president,” Bascom said. “There’s nobody else who
gets to speak as the sole representative of the University, and I think he’s
equipped to do that.”

From the faculty standpoint, committee members were impressed
by Corey’s wide academic experience as a dean, professor and Fulbright
scholar, said Todd Lewis, a committee member and chair of the
Department of Communication Studies.  And whereas some of Biola’s
past presidents could be classified primarily as pastors or missionaries or
academics, Corey’s background included some of each area, Lewis said.

“To have somebody who had all of those, that was pretty remarkable,”
he said.

On April 30, University leaders unveiled Corey to the Biola
community as the final candidate. A whirlwind visit to Biola’s campus a
week later would help to determine the Board of Trustees’ final decision.  

Over four jam-packed days, Corey spoke in chapels, dined with
students, toured the campus and led a devotional with the Board.  In hour
after hour of question-and-answer sessions, Corey put his voice and
mind to a test of endurance, as curious staff and faculty members
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peppered him with questions: “Who are your favorite authors?” “If you

could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?” “How soon can

we get a (Massachusetts-based) Dunkin’ Donuts on campus?” 

(His reply: “As soon as Boston gets an In-N-Out.”)

But the sessions also lingered on more serious matters, including

certain theological issues. As a young minister, Corey was credentialed

by the Assemblies of God, which has a different theological position than

Biola on Holy Spirit baptism. Although he cherishes his strong family

and friendship roots in the Assemblies of God, Corey assured the Biola

community of his fidelity to the University’s doctrinal statement. After

extensive interviews, faculty leaders at Biola’s seminary, Talbot School of

Theology, expressed confidence that Corey fully affirmed and would

ardently defend the University’s doctrinal statement.

By week’s end, an exhausted Corey boarded a flight for Boston, not

sure of the Board’s decision. But as the plane made its way across the

country, the Board had emerged from prayerful deliberations with a firm

belief that Corey was God’s man for the job. 

“There were two things that helped solidify the decision,” said Stan

Jantz, a trustee and chairman of the Presidential Search Team. “His

experience was a rare combination of success in development and success

in academics, which really appealed to us. Even more, we were impressed

with Dr. Corey’s authenticity, his team leadership style and his deeply

spiritual walk with God.”

In early July, a week after Cook bid farewell, Corey returned to Biola

for the first time as president.  

Purposefully choosing a time when the campus would be empty, he

met up once again with his friends, Green and Leahy. Together they knelt

– this time in the barren presidential office – to dedicate Corey’s service

at Biola to the Lord.

“The start of the process and the end of the process – it was all guided

by prayer,” Green said.

Vision for a New Century
Entering his first year at Biola, Corey isn’t looking to bring about any

revolutionary changes. 

Instead, Corey said he has a desire to build upon the University’s

existing strengths: biblically centered education, academic excellence, an

emphasis on spiritual formation and a commitment to the Great

Commission.

“My son just finished algebra in eighth grade. So my algebra example

is I’m not looking for Biola to go from X to Y,” he said. “I’m looking for

Biola to go from X to X-squared.”

One example is to put a greater emphasis on the “global” portion of

Biola’s vision to be a global center for Christian thought and spiritual

renewal. Corey said he’d like every student to experience a significant

cross-cultural immersion before graduating – and he’s not talking about

a two-week tour of European cathedrals, he said.

Requiring students to spend time studying among and developing

relationships with people vastly different from themselves, whether in

China, Mexico or even south-central Los Angeles, will deepen their

understandings of God’s heart for the nations, he said.

“When I look at that one year I had in Bangladesh, I know that I just

look at the world differently now,” Corey said. “I can’t really say

quantitatively or specifically what has changed. My framework or my

worldview is just different. And I didn’t do that until I was 29.  I wish I had

done that when I was 19.”

The idea is only in the brainstorming stages now, but Corey said he’s

looking forward to discussing it with stakeholders and administrators.

He’ll get to other issues too, of course, such as how Biola will

finance nearly $250 million of construction projects in the years ahead

and how to continue building the University’s reputation at home and

around the world.

But for now, Corey reiterates, his presidency will be marked by a time

of listening. And he’s already made it clear whose voice will command his

greatest attention.

One of the pieces of office furniture that followed him from New

England is a kneeler, used for prayer.  It’s an eBay find, he said,

bought off someone who rescued some salvaged furniture at a

seminary that closed down.

Apparently, he said, it didn’t get enough use at its former home. 

Corey doesn’t want to make the same mistake.

After all, it’s one thing to miss an occasional on-campus stop sign.

It’s another to miss the leading of God.   Biola
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Paula Corey (above), wife of 16 years — “I met
Paula in college, and she really stood out as a sharp,
beautiful Texan. Five years later, after she moved up
to Boston, we reconnected and fell in love. Paula
has an incredibly adventuresome spirit, loves life,
has a zeal for new experiences and demonstrates
incredible loyalty in her friendships. She has a great
capacity to understand me, to love me, to keep me
humble and to keep me focused on what’s real. 
I love Paula today more than ever!” 

Anders Corey (middle), 14-year-old son — “Anders
was voted the most likely to laugh at his middle
school this past year. He has this joy of life, and with
almost anything he’s involved in, he’s able to make it
a fun experience. Of our three kids, he’s the athletic
comedian and a zealous Red Sox fan.”

Ella Corey (right), 12-year-old daughter — “Two-
thirds of the time the phone rings at our home, it’s for
Ella. She’s a socialite who knows how to live a full,
fun life. From her, I’ve learned what it means to give
in a relationship. She’s just a real giver — she
spends time, she listens, she cares.”

Sam Corey (left), 8-year-old son — “Sam is our
youngest, and he’s also the most pensive and
thoughtful. He thinks a lot about people and why
they do what they do. Sam is content being around
the family, making the California move easiest for
him. Sam plays the violin.”

B I O L A2 4

Hugh Corey, father and “spiritual mentor” — “No
one shaped my faith more than my father, a hum-
ble Canadian preacher who honed the tools of
ministry through prayer, who knew no strangers
and who spent countless hours pouring his life into
his two children, both of whom now live for Christ
while he lives with Christ.”

Esther M. Corey, mother — “My mother grew up
with a profound faith and has been a servant leader
in many capacities. To this day, she has a passion for
God’s Word and pours herself into her children and
grandchildren, praying for us daily. She has been like
a rock for me, especially since my father died.”

Walter Kaiser (left), “scriptural mentor” and for-
mer Gordon-Conwell president — “As one of
evangelicalism’s leading Old Testament scholars,
we would talk at length about the wonders of
God’s Word and understanding its true meaning.
Walt modeled for me the importance in presiden-
tial leadership of nurturing relationships that are
respectful, affirming and community-centered.”

Robert Cooley (right), “strategic mentor” and for-
mer Gordon-Conwell president — “Bob under-
stood how the coming generation of Christian
higher education was unfolding and was in many
ways a futurist in his thinking. Since he retired in
1997, we have become closer in how we think
about the strategies, structures and processes of
Christian higher education and higher education’s
emerging significance in the evangelical world
and the national higher education discourse.”

Bonnie Mills, sister — “Bonnie has been the
ideal big sister for a younger brother. It was just
the two of us as Corey children growing up. I
always looked up to her and watched how she
interacted with people, how she got things done
with zeal and energy, how she cared about me
and how deeply she loved Jesus. Her husband,
Ossie, and sons, Nick and Alex, are loving sup-
porters of me.”

Family and Friends 
To truly get to know Biola’s new president,
you’ve got to know the people who have made
the greatest impact on his life, Barry H. Corey
says. Here, in his words, are some of those
individuals.
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George Deligiannides, friend — “George is one of
several friends who we grew close to while serving
as a pastor at the Greek Evangelical Church of
Boston. George’s friendship to me has carried me
through some difficult days with his and his wife,
Angie’s, deep care for our family.”

Dan Munkittrick, close childhood friend — “Dan
and I have been through heartaches together, with
our fathers dying, and we’ve shared joys, climbing in
the Canadian Rockies. He has been like a soul mate
to me. He holds me accountable. There’s not much
about my life that Dan, one of Canada’s funniest
guys, doesn’t know.”

Doug Green (right) and Mike Leahy (not pictured),
close college friends — “Despite the span of
miles, our relationships have continued to grow in
the past 25 years since we met. It’s an amazing tes-
timony of the value of relationships forged in col-
lege. We’ve been in each other’s weddings. We
were there after our children’s births. Both Doug
and Mike caught red-eyes to my father’s funeral
two days after he died. It’s that kind of loyalty that
to me means everything.”
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Steve Macchia, friend — “Steve Macchia, a leader
in spiritual formation, has come alongside me in
recent years to encourage me to walk more closely
with Jesus. Steve believes in me and loves me, never
missing an opportunity to spend extensive time lis-
tening before he speaks godly wisdom into my life.” 

RC and Robbie Wilson, father- and mother-in-law —
“Never has a son-in-law been loved and accepted
as much as I have by Paula’s parents, RC and Robbie
Wilson. They have a deep sense of care for their
family, and I am honored to be a part of their lives.”

‘My life is really made up of people
who have poured themselves into
me,’ Corey says. ‘Whoever I am, 
it’s because of them.’

Meirwyn Walters (not pictured), prayer partner —
“Six years ago we covenanted that we would pray
together on a regular basis. He’s really almost my
one exclusively ‘spiritual friend.’ He’s a really impor-
tant person in my life, and even today, we’ve kept
that prayer relationship vibrant through the phone.”

Jerry Fiske (not pictured), close cousin — “Jerry was
born five years to the day before me. Over the years we
have grown quite close as I watched my father disciple
Jerry after he came to Christ in college. He frequently
reminds me of the role my father had in loving his chil-
dren and loving others. Jerry does both like my dad.”

Jeane Corey and Mabel Schroder (not pictured),
aunts — “Two special aunts have been by my side
through every stage of my life. Jeane Corey, my father’s
sister, and Mabel Schroder, my mother’s sister, have
never stopped caring about my sister and me and have
shown their love through many selfless acts of kind-
ness.” Biola
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A S K  A N  E X P E R T

Why Do We Struggle 
With Beauty and Body Image?

T he beauty industry spends billions of
dollars a year convincing women that
they need to look thinner, younger and

sexier. Biola Magazine asked Tamara Anderson —
a professor in Biola’s Rosemead School of
Psychology — about the high toll the media takes
on women’s body image.

How many women struggle 
with an unhealthy body image?
The majority of women will say they are dissatis-
fied with their bodies, but, on the flip side, many
of them can also tell you what they like, such as
their eyes or hair. This is healthy because it shows
they can assess themselves. So having a healthy
body image is not about thinking, “I feel good
about myself in all these areas,” because having
areas for improvement is just the state of being
human. But if a woman feels so bad about how she
looks that she doesn’t leave her house or hang out
with friends, or doesn’t put herself in a commu-
nity where she might develop a romantic attach-
ment, then it’s affecting her life. And, according
to the current literature, one in four women in
Western culture will have an eating disorder —
anorexia or bulimia — in their lifetimes. 

Do more women in Western 
culture have an unhealthy body 
image than in other cultures?
Eating disorders are seen around the world in
every industrialized country. But in Western
culture, media has a huge influence on women’s
body image, and we definitely see higher rates of
eating disorders in the West. The California sub-
culture — home to the entertainment industry
and so many beaches — is particularly a prob-

lem. In California culture, men are much more
concerned about how their bodies look than in
other places, with what’s pushed out here as
being the ideal body. But it still does not equal
what women deal with.

How does the media contribute 
to an unhealthy body image?
The whole beauty industry is built on, “You’re
not OK the way you are. We’ll make you bet-
ter.” It would seem bizarre to us today, but 50
years ago, when television was brand new,
there were commercials that would say, “Gain
10 pounds in a week, guaranteed.” Women
bought these products until wafer thin was
considered the best body to have. Then, for a
while, Cindy Crawford brought in a new kind
of image of models who looked healthier.
Also, in advertisements a woman is often
treated as a body or a collection of body parts
and not a whole. For example, often you’ll see
a part of a woman’s body — maybe her head
isn’t showing and her knees and below aren’t
showing, but the rest of her body is. That’s a
clear objectification of a woman. 

Do celebrities struggle 
with body image issues?
Yes, they’re also victims of the media. I’ve worked
with models whose names you’d know based on
how popular they are, and they’ve had to lie in bed
for 20 minutes in the morning repeating to them-
selves, “I am worthy to get up” because they think
they’re ugly and they’re depressed and suicidal.
Other people look at them and say, “Wow, they
must have a good life,” but they have no idea what
these women deal with everyday.

Does the rise in plastic 
surgeries influence body image?
Yes, this has been very disturbing to me. I just
heard a radio ad for breast implants for
$299.95. You could get your full body redone for
something like $6,000. It sounded like a paint
job for a car. The mentality is, “If you’re unhap-
py with something about your body, then get it
fixed.” I just heard of a case from a colleague
who is working with a client whose parents gave
her breast implants for her 16th birthday. That’s
outrageous. The problem with plastic surgeries
is that — even if one area of the body gets “fixed”
—  there’s always something else to be upset
about. If somebody has true body image issues,
then 20 plastic surgeries won’t fix what’s broken
on the inside. Of course, some people do have
very simple concerns. For example, they feel
they have an unusually large nose as defined by
their culture. If they basically feel good about
themselves otherwise, then getting a nose job
can make them feel good because that’s all they
were concerned about. But the availability of
plastic surgery to the general public is clouding
the issue of body image. 

Besides the media, are there 
other factors that contribute to 
an unhealthy body image?
Family messages are very powerful. I’ve worked
with girls who are 9 years old who exhibit eating
disorder symptoms, partly because they’ve
been told by their families, “You’re fat. You
don’t want to be fat.” So, they start to see them-
selves as unworthy based on body size. If body
image is elevated above other things in girls’
minds, that can create a problem.
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Why Are We Drawn 
to the Lives of the Famous?

What does current research 
into body image reveal?
The more refined research is showing the impact
of women’s perceived body image — their ideas of
what other people think of them — rather than
what other people really think of them. There’s a
subtle difference there, like, for instance, with a
husband and wife. The husband will say, “I think
you’re fine,” but if the woman’s perception is
that he really doesn’t mean that, then that takes a
toll on her. He can be saying until he’s blue in the
face, “I don’t have any trouble with how you’re
shaped and what you look like,” but her
perception is what is the most powerful.

What steps should be taken 
if someone suffers from an 
unhealthy body image?
With clinical eating disorders, interventions will
vary woman to woman. I’ve worked with clients
who I’ve told not to read fashion magazines. That
may seem like a small thing, but it’s not small for
somebody who is already distressed about her
body because fashion magazines depress every
woman. Many of my patients have spent a lot of
money on them, and they also often surround
themselves with people who reinforce the mes-
sage that they’re overweight. These are the girls
with boyfriends who tell them, “You need to lose
some weight.” So, women can choose to be in
relationships with men who don’t talk that way to
them. And Christian women can learn to see
themselves as God sees them. That can be a won-
derful healing thing, knowing “I’m one of God’s
creatures. He created me. I’m beautiful to Him.”

How can families help young 
girls develop a healthy body image?
I have a 6-year-old daughter who loves to put on
outfits and match them. I’ll say, “Oh, you look
beautiful. What a smart girl you are to be able to
be so creative with your clothes.” So, I’m always
throwing in what a smart girl she is with how
beautiful she looks. However, you don’t want to
go too far the other direction and deny telling
girls they’re beautiful. Families must also realize
that moms set the tone a lot of the times. If mom
is continually obsessing about her weight and
continually dieting — always saying, “Oh my
goodness, how many calories are in that?” — that
sends a very strong message to young girls as to
what they should be concerned about and what’s
most important in the world.

Tamara Anderson 
has been in clinical practice for 16
years. Her areas of specialization
include eating disorders, and she
directed an eating disorder unit at an
in-patient hospital. 

A nna Nicole Smith’s child custody
battle. Paris Hilton’s trip to prison.
Brad and Angelina’s breakups.

Americans are obsessed with celebrities.
Psychologist John Townsend (M.A. ’82, Ph.D.
’84) examines the internal emptiness that
compels us to follow celebrities’ lives so closely.

We’re a celebrity-based culture.
We have access to celebrities with the
paparazzi and with cell phones and with the
Web that we’ve never had before. They have no
privacy. I feel sorry for celebrities because they
have to go to extreme measures to have any
kind of a life.

This fascination isn’t new.
It’s been around for a long time — a lot longer
than paparazzi have been around. We’ve always
been really drawn to the celebrity. In fact, being
famous in the Bible sometimes has been a sign of
God’s blessing to others:  “I have been with you
wherever you have gone, and I have destroyed
all your enemies before your eyes. Now I will
make your name as famous as anyone who has
ever lived on the earth (I Chronicles 17:8).”

It’s not all bad.
There’s something about learning about other
people’s lives that can enrich us and can give us
lessons to learn about mistakes we don’t want
to make or about people who inspire us to be
better. As long as our interest helps us be better,
more mature, more wise in some way, there are
things to be gained.  

But have you ever had 
“celebrity withdrawal”?
When you find that there is kind of an attraction
to the latest — and you don’t feel like you’ve
really had your morning coffee until you’ve
found out about the latest celebrity’s blunder or
tragedy or whatever is happening — a lot of
times what that speaks to is that you don’t have
the life inside of you that you would like to have.

It’s a pain killer.
There’s kind of a vacuum or a deficit inside
some of us, like maybe our relationships aren’t
the ones we want — they’re not moving the way
we want them to — so we use celebrity
addiction as an anesthetic to not feel and
experience what’s going on in our lives and,
instead, look out at their lives.

They look so perfect.
Other times, we develop celebrity addiction
because they look ideal to us, like they never have
any problems. We can have OK lives, but, if we
have a real perfectionist tendency, then we think,
“I could be so much better if I was like them.”

Be your own reality show.
The more you find that reality works for you —
that you can face your problems and solve them
and that you can reach your goals, not perfectly
but you can see movement every day — the less
draw and addiction there is to celebrities
because the vacuum inside has been taken out.

Trading places.
If you’ve got people who love you, a spiritual life
that makes sense and work activities that are
fulfilling, you’ll find you’ll look at celebrity news
as entertaining, but you won’t need it because
you have what it is that celebrities want — a
good life, structure and meaning. That makes you
the celebrity because you don’t need to look out-
side your life and relationships anymore. It’s
what Paul refers to in his teaching about content-
ment: “For I have learned how to be content with
whatever I have (Philippians 4:11).”

John Townsend (M.A. ’82, Ph.D., ’84) 
is a clinical psychologist and marriage
and family therapist with an interna-
tional speaking ministry and a national-
ly syndicated radio program, New Life
Live, which he co-hosts with psycholo-
gist Henry Cloud (M.A. ’81, Ph.D. ’87).
Townsend has authored or co-authored 18 books,
including the most recent, Boundaries With Teens,
part of the bestselling Boundaries series. 
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A bout 10 percent of the people in the
world are left-handed, and they live
with frustration. The world was not

made for them. Things do not work well for
left-handers.

Almost everything we use is designed for
right-handers — paper cutters, camera buttons,
bicycle bells, pay phones, scissors.

Everything that cranks, cranks right-
handed — pencil sharpeners, can openers,
pepper mills.

Most musical instruments are designed
for the right-hander — guitars, trumpets,
trombones, saxophones. The hard parts for
the piano are for the right hand.

Our language also has it in for lefties. We
talk about someone having “two left feet.” But
when we do something noble and important,
we “lift our right hand to swear” to the truth.

Even the Bible seems to prefer right-
handed people: “Don’t let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing.” And when
Jesus separates the sheep from the goats, the
sheep get the chosen place at his right hand;
the goats get the rejected place at his left.

And if you feel entirely “left out,” what are

you going to do? Appeal to the “Bill of Rights”?
Left-handed people have a hard time, and

the rest of us are kind of amused as they try to
make their clumsy way through life.

But there’s a story in the Bible of a left-
handed man who sees that God can use his
uniqueness (Judges 3:12-30). His name is
Ehud, and his plan is to assassinate Eglon,
king of Moab, and free Israel from years of
oppression.

Ehud hides an 18-inch, double-edged
blade, with no crossbar, under his clothes on
his right thigh.  He intends to sneak it past the
guards while presenting Israel’s annual tribute
to Eglon. The guards will be eyeing left thighs,
the normal place for a right-hander’s weapon.
But when the opportunity presents itself, Ehud
fails to act and leaves the palace discouraged
and defeated.

On his way home, he passes a landmark, a
historical marker — the twelve large stones that
Israel had brought out of the dry riverbed when
God had cut off the Jordan at flood stage so they
could enter the land (Joshua 3-4). The stones
were to be a memorial that God’s power had
brought Israel into the land and given it to

them forever. 
Over the 100 years since Joshua had

created the memorial, however, Israel had
forgotten the true meaning of the stones. The
stones had become a distant memory, a
legend, a myth, a good-luck charm.  That’s why
the Bible calls them “idols” in this passage —
literally “shaped stones,” “stones shaped like
they were cut from a quarry, or smoothed by
water.” Instead of using the word “memorial,”
the Bible simply calls them “shaped stones”
that have become like an idol because Israel
has forgotten their true meaning.

But as Ehud goes by them on his way
home, he stops and looks at the pile of
stones. And their original meaning comes
back to him. He is struck again by what they
stand for — “These stones mean that God has
given us this land, not Moab. Moab has no
right to be here. This is our land. God gave it
to us forever.”  

With fresh courage, he returns to Eglon’s
palace. He remembers his landmark and his
left hand, and he does something for God that
no right-handed man could do.

My friend, you too have landmark
moments in your life, memorial times when
you came face to face with the power of God.
You have moments in your past when you were
overwhelmed with God’s presence and stun-
ned by his reality.

Out of those landmark moments, God
calls you to his service. And he has given you
some unique ability, some special skill to do
something for him that others cannot do. You
have a “left hand” that God’s people need, and
he calls you to serve his people with it. 

Remember your landmark and your 
left hand.

Donald Sunukjian 
is a professor of Christian ministry
and leadership and serves as the
homiletics (preaching) chair in
Biola’s seminary, Talbot School of
Theology. Sunukjian has served
as a senior pastor for 14 years and
has two doctorates: one in
theology from Dallas Theological Seminary and
one in communication from the University of
California, Los Angeles.

D E V O T I O N A L

Remember Your Landmark and Your Left Hand
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Jesus in Trinitarian Perspective: An
Introductory Christology, Co-edited by
Fred Sanders (assistant professor of
theology) and Klaus Issler (professor of
Christian education and theology),
contribution by Garrett DeWeese (pro-
fessor of philosophy), B&H Academic,
Sept. 2007; Jesus in Trinitarian Perspective
features six highly respected scholars
addressing an issue that has a significant
impact on the way Christians should
approach everyday evangelism but is
often ignored: the fundamental fact that
the Savior who died on the cross and rose
from the dead is the eternal second

person of the Trinity. The Christian church has confessed this truth
since the early centuries, but many modern theologies have denied or
ignored its implications. To clarify the complex issue, these writers
approach “post-Chalcedonian” (451 AD) Christology from a variety of
disciplines — historical, philosophical, systematic and practical —
thoroughly examining the importance of keeping Jesus Christ in
trinitarian perspective. Major chapters include: “Introduction to
Christology: Chalcedonian Categories for the Gospel Narrative,” “The
Eternal Son of God in the Social Trinity,” “The One Person Who is Jesus
Christ: The Patristic Perspective,” “Metaphysical Models of the
Incarnation: Person, Nature, Mind, and Will,” “The Atonement: A
Work of the Trinity,” and “Jesus’ Example: Prototype of the Dependent,
Spirit-Filled Life.” This introductory Christology book is written for
advanced undergraduates and entry-level seminary students.

Kingdom Triangle: Recover the Christian
Mind, Renovate the Soul, Restore the Spirit’s
Power  J.P. Moreland (distinguished professor
of philosophy), Zondervan, June 2007; Western
society is in crisis, the result of our culture’s
embrace of naturalism and postmodernism. At
the same time, the biblical worldview has been
pushed to the margins. Christians have been
strongly influenced by these trends, with the
result that the personal lives of Christians often
reflect the surrounding culture more than the
way of Christ, and the church’s transforming influence on society has
waned. In Kingdom Triangle, J.P. Moreland issues a call to recapture the
drama and power of kingdom living. 

Jesus and the People of God: Reconfiguring Ethnic Identity, Joseph
H. Hellerman (professor of New Testament language and literature),
Sheffield Phoenix Press, Sept. 2007; How did the Jesus movement — a

messianic sectarian version of Palestinian
Judaism — transcend its Judaean origins and
ultimately establish itself in the Roman East as
the multi-ethnic socio-religious experiment we
know as early Christianity? In this major work,
Hellerman, drawing upon his background as a
social historian, proposes that a clue to the
success of the Christian movement lay in Jesus’
own conception of the people of God and in how
he reconfigured its identity from that of ethnos to
that of family.

Fantastic After 40!: The Savvy Woman’s Guide
to Her Best Season of Life, Pam Farrel (’83),
Harvest House, April 2007; Popular speaker and
best-selling author Pam Farrel shares words of
encouragement, challenge and humor to give this
amazing generation of women the inspiration
they long for. Her 40 ways to forge a fulfilling
future include: surprise yourself with a new
outlook on life; take control of health and
maximize energy; embrace God’s power and
truth and experience renewal; and discover your
uniqueness to live your purpose.

Unleashing Women in the Church: Preparing
Servant Leaders to Serve the Church, Jeanette
Finley Gray (M.A. ’90), ChurchSmart Resources,
May 2007; The majority of churches in North
America have lost three essentials necessary for
church health and expansion of the gospel ...
passion for the Lord, His purpose and His power.
This has left a vast army of potential servants
sitting atrophied in their pews! This book will
ignite a deeper love for the Lord, clarify women’s
roles in the church and encourage the saints to do
mighty things for the Lord.

Mission Possible: Winning the Battle Over
Temptation, Gil Stieglitz (’78, M.Div. ’82, D.Min.
’91), Pathway Press, April 2007; It is amazing how
many people believe that it is not possible to keep
your mind pure in today’s world. There is too
much sensuality; too much pornography; too
much immorality. But this is not true. In this
hard-hitting but practical book, Gil Stieglitz
gives real answers on how to develop and
maintain a pure mind. 

I N  P R I N T

Jesus and the People of God
Reconfiguring Ethnic Identity

Joseph H. Hellerman

Jesus in Trinitarian Perspective:
An Introductory Christology

“In Print” features books by Biola alumni and faculty. Send submissions to: Biola Magazine, 13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada, CA 90639
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A L U M N I  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

1970s 
Chuck (’78) and Susan Weatherstone are leaving
Africa after serving 19 years with Mission
Aviation Fellowship in four different African
countries. They will go to Guatemala City,
Guatemala, to continue serving with MAF, on
loan to AGAPE. They have three children, two of
whom were born in Zaire/Congo-Kinshasa.
Their eldest graduated in June from Black
Forest Academy in Germany.

1980s
Julie (Thompson, ’82) Arnold is raising her two
boys in Colorado Springs, Colo. Recently
widowed, she is leaning on the Lord for new
direction for her life. She works part-time at her
church, keeping the Web site up to date. Her
older son, James, is a sophomore at Biola, where
he is enjoying the rigors of the Torrey Honors
Institute. Her younger son, Joe, is a sophomore
in high school.

Kristine (Naas, ’82) Lowder and her hus-
band, Chris (’80), are children’s ministries
co-directors for their home fellowship, with
oversight responsibilities for Sunday School,
children’s church, Awana, special events,
outreach and seasonal programs. They
frequently volunteer at Shiloh Bible Camp as
kitchen and counseling help. The author of 10
books, Kristine’s work has appeared in over
50 e-zines (online magazines) and numerous
print publications. Her latest title, Just a
Smidgen, is a collection of devotionals and is
scheduled for release in early 2008.

Dave Thompson (’87) graduated with a
doctorate in clinical psychology in June. He is
living in Coppell, Texas, with his family,
temporarily to complete his postdoctoral edu-
cation. doctordave@verizon.net

1990s
Melvin Partido, Jr., (’90) lives with his
wife, Ausha, in Texas and works as an El Paso
police officer. Ausha is a first lieutenant
army nurse currently stationed in Baghdad.
Melvin attended Biola for one semester and
said, “God really blessed my time there.” He
graduated from the University of Hawaii in
1994. His police graduation occurred in
June 2006.

Fred Speck (’92) has two businesses: Inside
Pitch Baseball & Softball Training Facility
(www.insidepitchaz.com) and Elite Fitness
(www.elite303030.com). Fred played baseball at
Biola from 1988 to 1991. He and his wife, Wendy,
of seven years, have a 3-year-old daughter,
Jordan. fred.speck@cox.net

Lawrence “Larry” Duckworth (’99) graduated
from Biola with a B.A. in classical and European
history. He then attended Talbot for two years
before eventually transferring to California
State University, Dominguez Hills, where he
received an M.A. in special education and has
been a special education teacher for about five
years. He was recently accepted to the University
of Southern California, where he will begin
working on a doctor of education (Ed.D.) in the
fall in teacher education in multicultural
societies at the Rossier School of Education.
qadosh1@hotmail.com

2000s
Justin Barnett (’01) has
joined Keystone Pacific
Property Management
Inc., a California-based
property management
firm, as community
association manager.
Based in the firm’s
Irvine, Calif., head-
quarters, Barnett has more than 10 years of
association management experience. In this
position, Barnett will manage a portfolio of five
existing association communities throughout
Orange County. Justin earned a bachelor’s degree
in intercultural studies from Biola.

Marriages
Christine (Benton, ’93) and John Perry were
married on May 7, 2006, aboard a beautiful
yacht in Newport Beach, Calif. The wedding
party included Rebecca (Bentley, ’88) Mourer
and Susan Woods (’94). Christine serves on
the executive staff at Saddleback Church in
Lake Forest, Calif. John is an accounts
receivable manager at ARB, Inc., in Lake
Forest. They purchased their first home and
are enjoying life in Foothill Ranch, Calif.
mrscperry@yahoo.com

Hilary (Eichor, ’93) and Josh Roper were
blissfully united in marriage on April 14. Josh
works on the Farmers Insurance computer help
desk. Hilary completed her master’s degree in
psychology and works in an unrelated field at
the Federal Aviation Administration. They live
in Yukon, Okla. Hilary says, “To all the friends,
for all the memories — I will cherish those
times forever.”

Louis (’98) and Olivia (Caceres, ’99) Foy
married March 24 in Atwater, Calif. Rosevelt
Panthier (’95) served as the best man.

Kim (Cassidy, ’98) married Patrick Zollo on Oct.
21, 2006, in Austin, Texas. kimzollo@gmail.com

Karen (Ford, ’99) married David Trentine —
owner of Jalapeno’s Grille in Fullerton, Calif. —
on June 23, 2006, at Woodbridge Community
Church in Irvine, Calif. Biolans who served in the
ceremony are Mark Ford (’98), Eddie Eccker
(’04), Katy (Ford, ’05) Eccker, Jackie Craker (’99,
M.A. ’01), Heather Schmidt (’07), Ashley
(Krolik) Stanley (current student) and Alison
(Krolik, ’06) Gustafson. 

Sarah (Pletcher, ’01, M.A. ’06) married Dave
Winfrey (M.A. ’05, M.A. ’07) on Jan. 6, 2007.
Stephanie Schnorbus (’01) was maid of honor
and Christa (Benedetto, ’01) Issler and Katie
(Grider, ’01) Peckham were bridesmaids. The
couple was married at Blessed Sacrament
Episcopal Church in Placentia, Calif., and
honeymooned in Sayulita, Mexico. Sarah works
at Biola as the computer support coordinator,
while Dave is a faculty member at Life Pacific
Bible College in the distance education program.

Continued on Page 32
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Wow, what a summer this was for the
alumni office as we sent out a new
class of Biola graduates, completed

the farewell tours with Clyde Cook, began the
long process of compiling data for the new
alumni directory, mailed back thousands
(literally) of Association Benefits Packages, and
welcomed President Barry H. Corey.

Overall, we feel pretty good about all that
was accomplished during the summer. But, in
the last few months, I’ve heard from many of
you about the gathering of data for the 100th
anniversary Harris Publishing alumni direc-
tory. I’m truly sorry for anyone who had a less-
than-gracious experience on the phone or
through the mail. We hope your experience
was a positive one, and, if not, I hope we have
heard from you about it.

The purpose of the directory is to encourage
alumni networking and career assistance, and it
is a great way to help you stay in touch with fellow
alumni. There is no other agenda on our part,
and systems are in place to make sure that
anyone using the directory for any other purpose
will be identified, contacted and flogged. Well,
maybe not flogged!

I wish, as some of you suggested, we could
complete this project in-house, but our four-
person alumni department would be over-
whelmed to contact all 40,000 living alumni.
Your honest assessment of the service of
Harris Publishing is appreciated and will

make a difference in future decisions.
The good news is that over 3,330 alumni

have already reserved a directory, and, I believe,
will find it invaluable for keeping in touch with
classmates. 

The response to the Association Benefits
Package has also been amazing with more than
3,500 alumni responding to receive their mem-
bership card. These free cards and membership
provide access to campus resources, services and
discounts, and benefits are being added all the
time. For those of you who requested materials
and have not received them, we have over 100
requests we could not trace (because we didn’t
leave a space for people to include their names!).
If one of these is yours and you will give the alum-
ni office a call or drop us an e-mail, we will rush
the packets to you.

We so appreciate all of the volunteers who
work for you, including our chapter leaders and
Alumni Board. Over the summer, your Alumni
Board welcomed five new members: Jesse Thomas
(’05), Andrew Selby (’05), Malea Selby (’04), Ryan

Alumni Files OK, Let’s Talk About 
the Harris Publishing Directory Issue 

‘We hope you are feeling

heard, supported and ben-

efited by the work of your

Alumni Association. We’re

always looking for ways to

serve you. Let us know if

you have any suggestions.’

M
ich

ael M
u

sser 

Armstrong (’04) and Marta Choto (’93).
We’re pleased to welcome these young

alumni, as they bring excitement and enthusiasm
to their new positions and are looking forward to
serving you and all Biola alumni.  

We hope you are feeling heard, supported and
benefited by the work of your Alumni Association.
We’re always looking for ways to serve you. Let us
know if you have any suggestions.  

Also, I’ve noticed in recent months the
proliferation of Biola, Talbot and Rosemead
license plate frames, literally all over the world,
displayed by spirited graduates and former
students. I believe it’s time to recognize and
thank those of you who are showing your alumni
spirit. So, as we travel, if we see your car anywhere
(off campus) proudly celebrating your alma
mater with a license plate frame, you’ll be
rewarded with a gift certificate to a national coffee
shop. We hope to surprise you soon. 

Rick Bee (’79, M.A. ’90, Ph.D. ’01) 
Senior Director of Alumni and Friend Development 
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They are also both on staff at Biola’s Center for
Spiritual Renewal as spiritual directors.

Ryan Bereng (’02, M.A. ’04, M.Div. ’06)
married Janette Candice Cachuela on Sept. 1 in
Orange County, Calif. Ryan is a lieutenant junior
grade chaplain in the U.S. Navy, serving the 1st
Marine Division, 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines of
Camp Pendleton, Calif. Janette graduated from
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and serves
adults with developmental disabilities in her
family business in Southern California. 

Kristen (Perona, ’02) and James Jordon were
married on Feb. 17 in Tucson, Ariz. Biolans in the
wedding included Julie Bennett (’03) and Margit
Moody (’03). Kristen is a speech-language
pathologist in a public school, and James is a pilot
for SkyWest Airlines. They live in Marana, Ariz.
kperona@gmail.com

Denise (Paul, ’04) married Matthew Baquiran
(’05) on June 16 at Los Altos Methodist Church in
Los Altos, Calif. Megan (Norris, ’05) Polendo was
the matron of honor, and Mark Baquiran (‘99)
was the best man. Biolans in the wedding party
included Erin (Zimel, ’07) Khooda, Alica
McKenzie (’07), Jonathan Lavey (’06), Jordan
Wessling (’04) and Thomas Pocus (’05). Denise
is an elementary teacher, and Matthew is an
insurance agent for Allstate. The couple
honeymooned in Kauai and happily live with
their new kitty, Rookie, in Santa Clara, Calif. 

Liisa (Dietz, ‘04) married Duke Bishop on Feb.
17 in Fair Oaks, Calif. After an “awesome”
honeymoon in Thailand, they are back in west
Los Angeles, where Duke is a film editor, and
Liisa works for a non-profit humanitarian
agency. They said, “No kids on the horizon.”
Robyn Davey (’04), Mui Kee Tang (’04) and
Nicole Nicolaides (’02) were bridesmaids. Stacy
(Bingham, ’04) Marks was a candle lighter. 

Jeremy and Anna (Lavik, ’04) Wingfield
were married Feb. 17 at Rosemary Lodge in
Port Angeles, Wash. The couple lives in
Lynnwood, Wash.

Joseph Gallucci (’07) and Hayley (Hollins, ’07)
were married March 31 in Calvary Santa Ana’s

chapel in Santa Ana, Calif. Biolans in the wedding
were Lauriah Hollins (student), Lisa Gallucci
(’04), Rachel Emerine (’07), David Calvillo (’07),
David McLeod (’06) and Dan Coombs (’07). The
couple is enjoying newlywed life in Laguna Hills,
Calif. hayleygallucci@cox.net

Births
Wayne (’92) and Karin (Buhler, ’92) Brough
joyfully announce the birth of their twins,
Jackson Wayne and Hannah Marie, on Oct. 7,
2006. Wayne and Karin have been married for 15
years. Wayne is a physical therapist for a home
health agency. Karin was in the mortgage
industry prior to the twins’ birth. She is now a
stay-at-home mom and also works part-time
from home for several business ventures. They
live in Corona, Calif. broughie@ca.rr.com

Alex (’93) and Kristen Joy (McKee, ’97) Jauregui
proudly announce the birth of their daughter,
Olivia Elaine, born on Aug. 20, 2006. The
Jaureguis live in Whittier, Calif., and were both
elementary school teachers until Olivia’s birth.
Now, Kristen Joy stays home and enjoys the
blessings that come from being a stay-at-home
mom. Alex has been teaching for 15 years and is
currently teaching first grade in Buena Park.

Kristi (Buhler, ’94) Roberts and her husband,
Shane, are proud to announce the birth of their
first child together, Maxson Kale’ Roberts,
born June 10 in Laguna Beach, Calif. Shane’s
two daughters, Kyla (10) and Tiffani (15), are
proud to have a little brother in the family!
kroberts@socal.rr.com

John (’95) and Abby Drinen are pleased to
announce the birth of Alita Naomi on May 4. She
joins her brothers, Jesse (7) and Joshua (5). The
Drinen family lives in Chandler, Ariz., where
John is a regional controller for a building supply
company, and Abby is a part-time social worker
and full-time homemaker.

Brent (’96) and Kim (Zwart, ’95) Mills wel-
comed the birth of Jacob William on Nov. 20,
2006. Jake joins his two big sisters, Alison (6) and
Olivia (4). Jacob’s arrival has brought so much
long-awaited joy to the family after the stillborn
birth of his brother, Zachary, in September 2004

and a miscarriage in 2005. The Mills live in
Portland, Ore., where Brent serves as the worship
pastor at Beaverton Foursquare Church, and Kim
continues to homeschool and play the piano for
worship and accompanying.

Luke and Melanie (Edwards, ’96) Sunukjian are
delighted to announce the homebirth of John
Luke on Sept. 30, 2006. Leah (3) enjoys the perks
of big sisterhood and “Baby John” seems to
think she’s quite entertaining. Luke teaches
middle school math and coaches girls volley-
ball in Washington D.C., and Melanie is both
“elated and flabbergasted” by her role as
Offspring and Habitation Development
Specialist. melanie.sunukjian@biola.edu

Scott (’98) and Karise (Buhler, ’98) Buell are
excited to announce the birth of their first child,
daughter Addison Grace, born on Dec. 23, 2006.
“Addie” was transferred to Children’s Hospital of
Orange County in Orange, Calif., and spent a
week in the neonatal intensive care unit due to a
serious case of meconium aspiration. Karise was
released from the hospital on Christmas Day so
she could meet Addison, making it the best
Christmas ever! Addie is now healthy and doing
great. Scott is chief appraiser for Premier
Appraisal Services in Costa Mesa, Calif. Karise
was programming producer for a cable television
show until the birth of Addie, and is now a full-
time mom. The Buells live in Irvine, Calif.
buells@scottandkarise.com

Aimee (DeWitt, ’98) Feldman and her husband,
John, were recently blessed with their third child,
Daxton Scott, born on May 14. Their two
daughters, Alexa Noel (5) and Claire McKenzie
(3), are smitten with their new brother. John
graduated from medical school from the
University of South Florida in 2005 and is
completing his residency in Gainesville, Fla.
feldmanlodge@cox.net

Kevin (’98) and Kristen (Logsdon, ’99) Merkh
welcomed twin girls, Baylie Grace and Aberleine
Joy, on July 5, 2005. Kevin is a firefighter and
engineer with Riverside County Fire Department,
and Kristen works part-time as an oncology nurse

Continued on Page 34
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Counseling Troubled Youth
Graham Volker (Ph.D.,
’81) has worked as a
clinical psychologist at
Olive Crest Treatment
Center in Santa Anna,
Calif., a non-profit a-
gency, since 1983. He
provides therapy, su-
pervision and testing

for a long-term care program for youth ages 7 to
18. Graham also provides supervision in the
Sexual Abuse Treatment Program and the
Community Based Counseling Program and
consults with the Foster Care and Adoption
Programs. He enjoys supervising and mentor-
ing other mental health professionals within
his agency. He said his time at Rosemead School
of Psychology has helped him bring both a pro-
fessional and ethical focus to underserved pop-
ulations. “What I enjoy most about my job is
being able to work with poor people and still
make a living,” he said. When he’s not working,
Graham pursues several hobbies, including col-
lecting biblical-era artifacts. His collection of
about a hundred artifacts includes a bronze
knife from the time of Abraham and a Hebrew
shekel coin from A.D. 21. Graham and his wife,
Linda, live in Placentia, Calif., and have three
adult children.

Ending Slavery With Video Games
Michelle Lee (’96) is
the director of market-
ing for GenPlay Games,
a socially conscious
video game publisher
located in San Jose,
Calif. Burdened by the
atrocities of injustice,
the company recently

launched a campaign titled “Munch Away
Slavery,” where 50 percent of the revenues from
its cell phone game “Muncher” are donated to
the “Not For Sale” campaign, an organization
helping to end modern-day slavery. The game is
available on cell phone carriers including Sprint,
AT&T and Virgin. Although Michelle is enthused
by the positive reviews the game has received,

she said, “The greatest reward from this cam-
paign is that we’re making a direct impact to help
free modern-day slaves and bring attention to
this important cause.” Michelle earned a bache-
lor’s degree in social sciences and a minor in
intercultural studies from Biola. She and her hus-
band, Sam, have two children: Elijah (7) and
Elleanna (5). heymich@gmail.com 

Attending Yale Medical School
Eyiyemisi Damisah (’05) has started her sec-
ond year of study at Yale Medical School in New
Haven, Conn., where she’s enjoying the
research-oriented program, especially caring
for patients. Eyiyemisi said she appreciates
Yale’s focus on connecting with the whole per-
son, not just the illness. After graduation, she
plans to run an immunology laboratory, apply-
ing scientific discoveries to fight diseases.
Eventually, she hopes to return to her native
Nigeria and provide health care access for peo-
ple of varying social and economic back-
grounds. Eyiyemisi wants to see a wider num-
ber of Christian students apply to Ivy League
graduate schools. She said, “My professors are
Nobel Prize winners — they’ve published arti-
cles and written books, but they still need the
love of God.” She earned a degree in biochem-
istry at Biola. eyiyemisi.damisah@yale.edu

Translating the Bible in New Guinea
Martha “Lynn” Landweer (’75) is a sociolin-
guist working with Wycliffe Bible Translators.
For the first 16 years of her career, she docu-

mented unwritten lan-
guages of Papua, New
Guinea. She has as-
sessed the strength of 17
languages (of the 820
languages in Papua) to
determine whether it is
likely they will be spo-
ken by the time a Bible
translation and literacy development project is
completed, which can take 20 years. In the
process, she has created a model, called the
“Indicators of Ethnolinguistic Vitality,” to
help others who are also assessing languages.
Lynn’s survey work has included exotic travel
experiences — riding a white water river in a
dugout canoe, sinking into quicksand and
climbing waterfalls. Lynn earned a Ph.D. in
sociolinguistics in 2007 from the University of
Essex in England. She has begun a new role
training future Wycliffe language personnel.
lynn_landweer@sil.org

Pastoring a Church in Denmark 
Erik Nielsen (M. Div.,
’98), a native Dane,
pastors Copenhagen’s
First International
Baptist Church, which
meets at the Danish-
language congregation
Kristuskirken (“Christ
Church”), established

in 1839 as Denmark’s oldest Baptist congrega-
tion and first “free church.” Attendees come
from as far away as Sweden. Erik splits his time
preaching, leading worship, teaching weekly
small groups and counseling members of his
100-person congregation. He also meets regu-
larly with a group of international pastors in
Copenhagen for prayer and fellowship. Erik
said Biola prepared him well. “The education I
received, the examples of the instructors, and
the experience from my internship influence
every aspect of what I teach, how I lead and why
I do what I do,” he said. Erik and his wife, Kim,
have been married for 16 years and have five
young sons. nenielsen.pastor@fibc.dk

— Compiled by Emily O’Dell

Where Are They Now? 

We surprised these alumni with a phone call or e-mail. Who knows, you may be the next alumnus to be featured in “Where Are They Now?”
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President’s
Inauguration

at Saint Joseph Hospital in Orange, Calif. They live

in Aliso Viejo, Calif. merkh@cox.net

Matt (’99) and Janelle Akey are proud to

announce the birth of their first son, Thomas

“Tommy” Matthew, born May 19, 2006, in

Orange, Calif. Tommy loves to throw puzzle pieces

down the stairs, knows more animal sounds than

anyone, and loves going to the pet store with

“mama and dadeeeze.” He just celebrated his first

birthday with a Noah’s ark party.

Julie (Hofer, M.A. ’99) Elliott and her husband,

Tim, are pleased to announce the arrival of Lily

Rebecca, born Feb. 17. She is full of smiles and

giggles. Julie continues to work part-time as a

private tutor in Walnut Creek, Calif., and Tim

does structural engineering in Pleasanton, Calif.

Travis (’99) and Kari (Ashton, ’01) Frye

welcomed their second son, Gavyn Ashton, born

April 3, 2006, in Anthem, Ariz. Gavyn joins his

proud big brother, Jayden (4). The two boys are

best friends and love playing outside together.

Paul (’99) and Debbie (Harper, ’99) Hupp are

proud to announce the birth of their daughter,

Ashya Marie, born June 20, 2006, in Fullerton,

Calif. She was born a little more than three months

early and weighed 1 pound, 15 ounces. However,

after nine weeks in the hospital, Ashya was able to

come home and she is doing wonderful!

Jon (’99) and Tammy (Sturm, ’00) Mathis were

blessed by the birth of their daughter, Malena

Grace, born May 15, 2006, in Flagstaff, Ariz. She

loves biking with “mommy,” walking to get the

mail and playing with her favorite ball. Malena is

such a precious gift from God and is now an

adventuresome and happy 1-year-old.

Jeremy and Kristen (Rish, ’99, M.A. ’04)

Victor joyfully announce the arrival of their

daughter, Arabella Louise, born on Oct. 13, 2006.

The Victors live in Buena Park, Calif. Jeremy is a

graphic designer and, after teaching kinder-

garten for six years, Kristen loves being a

stay-at-home mom. kristen.victor@biola.edu

Michael and Belen (Rodriguez, ’00) Marchica

are proud to announce the birth of their first

child, Beth Lucia, born in November 2006. The

Marchicas make their home in Downey, Calif.,

and enjoy being new parents. Michael is the vice

president of Bruin Express Intermodal, a

transportation company, and Belen is a stay-at-

home mom after five years of work in accounting

and office management. belenrod@aol.com

John (’00) and Heidi Ojeisekhoba and their son,

Johnny, welcomed Joshua Ifidon on July 27,

2005. Joshua is full of energy and brings so much

joy to his family.

Phil and Rebecca (Murray, ’01) Bouchillon cel-

ebrate the birth of their first child, Kiersten Joy,

born Aug. 3, 2006. Phil and Rebecca live in San

Diego. Phil works at Sony, and Rebecca received

her master’s degree in speech therapy and is now

a stay-at-home mom.

Alfredo and Robyn (Ferrette, ’01, M.A. ’05)

Ferradas are thrilled to announce the birth of

their daughter, Gabriela Alicia, born April 5. She

joins her excited older siblings, Alfredo, Diego

and Marcela. The family lives in La Mirada, Calif.,

where Alfredo works as a production planner,

and Robyn teaches part-time. They are blessed as

their family continues to grow!

Ben (’01) and Lindsay (Gray, ’02) Orr announ-

ce the birth of their son, Caleb Matthew, born

on Oct. 6, 2006. Ben works for Missionary

Athletes International, and Lindsay teaches

violin at their home. The Orrs live in La Mirada,

Calif. www.benandlindsay.com

Brian (’02) and Brooke (Twellman, ’02, M.A.

’05) Ristow are pleased to announce the arrival of

their first child, Piper Lee. She came into the

world on Feb. 27 and has been bringing her

parents joy ever since. Brian and Brooke live in

Belmont Shore, Calif., with their new daughter

and their dog, Biltmore. chuyristow@yahoo.com

Ben (’03) and Bonnie (Houdyshel, ’04) Mancini

are ecstatic to announce their first child, Holden

Robert. Holden waited to be born until 7/7/07 (10

days late!), presumably so he could have a special

birthday. To all appearances, he has his mother’s

Continued on Page 36

T he Board of Trustees, Faculty,
Administration and Students of
Biola University request the

honor of your presence at the
Inauguration of Barry H. Corey as the
eighth president of Biola University.

Friday, November 2

9:30 a.m.–11 a.m.

Chase Gymnasium

Following the Installation Convocation
on Friday, enjoy a Campus Community
Celebration Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. and
Biolafest ’07 on Sat., Nov. 3, from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m., featuring an Old Time
Revival with special music by Biola's
Conservatory of Music, the 1957 Men's
Quartet, the Gospel Choir (led by
former director Jimmy Fisher) and a
free concert with Grammy Award- and
Dove Award-winning Christian band,
MercyMe.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
www.biola.edu/inauguration or call
Biola University Events at (562) 777-4062.

16756.Biola_r2.qxd  9/25/07  12:22 PM  Page 34



FA L L  ’ 0 7

Biolans Up Close 
What’s It Like in a Real ER?

Family: Wife, Ida (Shiplet, ’80); Two grown
children: Melinda (’04) and Amy (’07)

Education: B.S. in biological sciences, 
Biola; M.D., George Washington University

Current Favorite Book: The Quest for
Cosmic Justice by Thomas Sowell

Hobby: Woodworking, especially an old
building technique called “timber framing”
— that is building structures without nails
or iron connectors, like the Amish do. “I have
built a couple of such structures, including
cutting down large pine trees and milling the
logs into beams.”

Other: Russell works for a cruise line as a
ship physician two weeks a year. He gets paid
to travel, and his family goes along for free.

Biola Experience: Russell is still best
buddies with his roommates, Ben Stripe (’79),
Larry Hamilton (’79) and Mike Anderson (’78).  

Russell Engevik 
At A Glance 

In most emergency departments, the MDs — as well as
the RNs and the rest of the staff — are so busy it is difficult to
find time to grab a bite to eat, much less engage in the
socially complex relations alluded to in the medical
dramas.

People wielding guns, as in the dra-
mas, are very rare. Even gang members —
when they drop off an injured member — don’t
have the temerity to display weapons.

I don’t think bizarre diseases, like you see
on medical dramas, are common.

My unsubstantiated theory is that med-
ical dramas are popular because they appeal to
the voyeurism common to humanity.

I rarely watch TV. We didn’t have a TV when I
was young, so it is probably lack of early condition-
ing. Television’s goal is to amuse — that is literally to
make someone “not think.” I never wish to not think.

The hardest part is the shift work — 
working holidays, nights, weekends and
evenings. I haven’t had even a three-week
stretch when I slept every night at home
in 17 years. 

When I mistakenly think I
have seen it all, a new physical
condition shows up. The fallen
state of man is always apparent.

The work can be occa-
sionally amusing, 
like when someone comes in at
3:30 a.m. with a cockroach in
their ear. They truly are in dis-
tress, but also seem grossed out
about having to kill the roach prior
to extracting it.

The most common mis-
conception is that the ER is
the ultimate place for diagno-
sis: the be-all and end-all of diag-
nostic medicine — akin to the Oracle of Delphi.

I enjoy my work very much. It is a privilege to gain
such knowledge and to use it for the benefit of society.  

If you’ve ever watched medical dramas like ER,
you may have suspected that they’re nothing
like working in a real emergency room.

You’re mostly right, according to Russell
Engevik (’79) — an emergency department
physician at Palomar Medical Center in
Escondido, Calif., who has made San Diego
Magazine’s “Top Doctors List” for the past four
years. Russell gives Biola Magazine readers a
glimpse into a real ER. 

Like the shows, this is high intensity
work, with most shifts lasting eight to 10 hours.
It’s generally impossible to have a break. 

Also like the shows, the best residen-
cies are generally very competitive, and
the competition for them starts about the second
year of med school.

Unlike the shows, it’s very rare for a
patient to come out of a coma, which is
why these cases make the news. 

Thomas Fluharty 

3 5
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eyes and his father’s nose, and is “amazingly
cute.” Ben works as a programmer, and Bonnie,
who had been working with autistic preschoolers,
is planning on being a stay-at-home mom.
ben.mancini@biola.edu

Joshua (’03) and Amanda (Hicks, ’03) Pelser
are pleased to announce the birth of their
first child, Jonathan David, born on Feb. 4.
amandapelser@gmail.com

Steve (’04) and Deondra (Verhoeven, ’02)
Harder announce the birth of their first child,
daughter Halle Amari, born on March 21.  

Emeriti Faculty
William “Bill” F. Hunter (Rosemead/Rose
Memorial Library, 1973 to 1992) continues to edit
the “Pray for Denmark” Web site, which has been
online the past three years. Aside from the church
that he and his wife, Florence, attend in Modesto,
Calif., the Web site remains Bill’s main ministry
interest in retirement. Bill had the opportunity to
enjoy a three-week trip to Denmark in March and
April 2006. www.prayfordenmark.com 

David Lao (missions, 1980 to 1990) and Margaret
enjoy their grandchildren’s frequent visits to Biola
and meals in the cafeteria together. David teaches
a Chinese culture apologetics course at the
Chinese-speaking Logos Evangelical Seminary in
El Monte, Calif. He is grateful for the opportunity
the Lord has given him to serve. 

Vern Lewis (psychology, 1965 to 1988) and his
wife, Vergene, continue to enjoy their retirement
years through travel and a community adult Bible
study started in their home over 10 years ago. In
July 2006, Vern spoke to a group of counselors at
Focus on the Family’s headquarters in Colorado
Springs, Colo. 

J. Vincent “Vince” Morris (foreign languages/
dean of student affairs/director of personnel
services, 1964 to 1989) and Florence “Flo”
celebrated the first marriage from among their
seven grandchildren on Oct. 19, 2006. Vince had
the distinct pleasure of officiating at the wedding
of his granddaughter, Sarah Morris, to Matthew
De La Torre, in a beautiful Southern California
outdoor setting. 

Herbert “Herb” C. Purnell (intercultural
studies, 1991 to 2005) traveled to Thailand for
four weeks in January 2006 to teach a one-week
sociolinguistics course in Chiang Mai for Azusa
Pacific University. During the trip, Herb met with
Overseas Missionary Fellowship and Summer
Institute of Linguistics China leaders to learn
more about linguistic and language-learning
projects in Thailand and China. Herb plans to
return to Thailand. He is also close to completing
his work on the Mien-English dictionary, a
project he has been working on for several years.  

Deaths
Burns C. Borne (’51) and his wife, Rachael
(Glasscock, ’52), died within two months of each
other. Burns died May 3, and Rachel died March 3.
They were married 63 years and both earned
degrees in sacred music from Biola. Burns served
in the Navy during World War II and was then
appointed the executive director of the Christian
Business Men’s Committee in San Diego. He and
Rachel dedicated their lives to working with
Overseas Missionary Fellowship in Pennsylvania.
Burns also played the viola and violin.

Lee Burris (’52, ’55, M.Div. ’70) died in his sleep
next to his wife, Lois, in Citrus Heights, Calif.,
Aug. 4. Lee was in the first class of Biola’s Talbot
School of Theology. After graduating from Biola,
Lee served in the army as a chaplain for 20 years.
He then served a number of churches as pastor
until 2000. He is survived by his wife, Lois, four
children (all who attended Biola), and 10
grandchildren (two have recently graduated from
Biola). He was a much-loved Biola chapter leader
and friend to the alumni department. He will be
greatly missed! Donations may be sent in his
memory to Biola’s development office for the
Talbot student scholarship fund.

Theodore “Ted” F. Schramm (’56), of Fort Collins,
Colo., died May 24. He was 78. Ted immigrated to
the United States from Ukraine at age 19 and
worked his way through Biola as a machinist. He
went on to earn an M.Div. and a Ph.D. Ted pastored
Baptist churches in Arizona and California, and he
and his family served in Vienna, Austria, as
missionaries. He retired from pastoring in 2005.

November 3  
Biolafest 2007: A Homecoming
Revival, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Metzer Green

November 11 
Midnight Madness (basketball
season opener), 11 p.m., Chase
Gymnasium

November 30 
Tree Lighting, 6:30 p.m., in front 
of Crowell Hall, Christmas carols
and apple cider

February 23 
Centennial Legacy Gala, 7 p.m.,
Millennium Biltmore Hotel, tickets
are limited

February 24-25 
Biola’s Big Birthday Countdown, 
11 p.m. to 1 a.m., Chase
Gymnasium, featuring music,
giveaways and cupcakes

For more information on
Centennial events, visit
100.biola.edu or call 888.est.1908.  

Event 
Calendar 

Continued on Page 38

Millennium Biltmore Hotel 
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Baby Biolans 

01) Arabella Victor 
02) Jackson & Hannah Brough 
03) Jacob Mills 
04) John Sunukjian 
05) Olivia Jauregui 

06) Caleb Orr 
07) Gavyn Frye, Tommy Akey, 

Malena Mathis, Ashya Hupp 
08) Lily Elliott  
09) Maxson Roberts  

10) Aberleine & Baylie Merkh  
11) Joshua Ojeisekhoba  
12) Gabriela Ferradas  
13) Jonathan Pelser 
14) Kiersten Bouchillon

15) Piper Lee Ristow 
16) Holden Mancini
17) Halle Harder 
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This limited-edition coffee-table book features rich historical background,
stunning photography, and details of the stories, spaces, traditions and

faces that have made Biola University a cherished institution.

PROUDLY  ANNOUNCING

http://biola.thebooksmithgroup.com
888.Est .1908

Reserve Your Copy Today!

BiolaBiola
T H E  S T O RY  O F  

U N I V E R S I T Y
Biola

Rooted for one hundred years 

UPDATE YOUR CLASSMATES
Don’t be shy! Send in your News
& Notes and let your classmates
know what you’re up to. It’s easy. 

E-MAIL
biolamag@biola.edu

MAIL
News & Notes, 

Biola Magazine, 
13800 Biola Avenue, 
La Mirada, CA, 90639

WEB SITE 
www.biola.edu/biolamag

Please limit your updates to 60 words and
include your years of graduation or last

year you attended Biola. 

Death announcements must be submitted
by a family member or be accompanied by

a photocopy of a published obituary. 

Photos must be at least 1 megabyte for 
digital photos. Photo inclusion is based 

on space availability. 
Print photos will not be returned. 

Ted is survived by his wife, Inge; brother, Roman;
daughters, Rita Ramirez and Renee’ Olson; son,
Edwin; and four grandchildren.

Jo Anne Samuels (’82), of Riverkern, Calif., died
April 23. Jo Anne worked for the United States
Postal Service. She also spent many years working
for the Veterans Administration Hospital in Long
Beach, Calif. She then went back to school and
became an X-ray technician. She loved to travel and
meet new people, and she taught troubled youth to
read. In 2006, Jo Anne was in a serious automobile
accident and, while recuperating, developed an
infection in her heart that she did not survive.

Brandon Garcia (’06) died in a motorcycle acci-
dent June 14. He was 23 and served as a youth pas-
tor. Brandon earned a degree in philosophy from
Biola. At his funeral, professors and students
shared many testimonies about the impact
Brandon had on them in his two years at Biola
through a ministry he started called “The
Journey.” The ministry — which encouraged men
to seek reconciliation — was inspired by his own
story of reconciliation with his father. His sister,
Erin (’07), also graduated from Biola. 

News & Notes compiled by Emily O’Dell 
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T he British Museum announced a rare
find in July — a clay tablet naming an
obscure Old Testament character,

“Nebo-Sarsekim.” The find suggests that this
Babylonian official really existed, supporting the
historical accuracy of the book of Jeremiah and
necessitating a correction in many popular Bible
translations.

The tablet was among a collection of more
than 100,000 dug up in the 1870s from ruins of a
sun temple in ancient Sippar, about a mile from
modern Baghdad. Since few scholars can read
cuneiform, it stayed undeciphered until a visiting
Viennese researcher recognized the name.

Jeremiah 39:3 says that Nebo-Sarsekim
served as a chief officer in the court of Nebu-
chadnezzar II, king of Babylon, and was present
in Jerusalem when Babylon conquered it in 587
B.C. The tablet, dated 595 B.C., contains an
inscription recording a gift of gold given by a
Nebo-Sarsekim — a “chief official” — to a Baby-
lonian temple. 

Since these men appear to be the same
person, the tablet supports the book’s claim to
have been written by someone with firsthand
knowledge of the Babylonian court — none other
than the prophet Jeremiah. This challenges
claims made by minimalist scholars that the
book is fiction, written by an anonymous
committee centuries later.

“It is significant that it provides additional
proof of the historicity of Jeremiah’s report,”
said Thomas Finley, a professor of Old Testament
and Semitic languages at Biola.

It’s also helped solve a problem that has
puzzled modern Bible translators — how to
translate ancient Babylonian names, Finley said.

Unfamiliarity with the Akkadian language
has left them uncertain where one name ends
and another begins. Translations of Jeremiah
39:3 list anywhere between two and eight names
of officials who were present at Jerusalem’s fall.
And they’ve rendered Nebo-Sarsekim’s name as
everything from “Sar-sekim the Rab-saris” to
just “Sarsechim.” 

Some translations also have mistakenly
attached the first part of his name, “Nebo,” to
part of a previous name, “Samgar,” resulting in a
made-up name, “Samgar-Nebo.” This accounts
for one of the translations’ differences in
numbering the officials.

Although a corrected name may seem
mundane to many people, to conservative Old
Testament scholars — who already accepted
Jeremiah as fact — it’s the most fascinating insight
gleaned from the tablet.

And some of them, like Biola professor
Richard Rigsby, were surprised to learn which
Bible translations got Nebo-Sarsekim’s name
right — the New International Version (NIV) and
the New Living Translation (NLT). These transla-
tions are more paraphrased than others and,
often, are viewed by academics as less accurate.

On the other hand, the New American
Standard Bible (NASB) got his name wrong,
as did other word-for-word translations, like
the English Standard Version and New King
James Version.

While all these translations follow the
Masoretic text of the Old Testament — which the
majority of scholars think is based on the oldest
and most accurate manuscripts — the NLT
Translation and NIV broke with it in this case.
Instead, they went with the Septuagint, an early
Greek translation of the Old Testament.

“We decided that Nebo — an alternate
spelling of the name of the Babylonian god,
Nabu — was more likely to start the official’s

name than end it,” said Ronald Youngblood, a
member of the NIV translation committee. “So
we relegated the alternate combination,
Samgar-Nebo, to a footnote.”

Youngblood said his committee’s choice
matched other well-known Babylonian names
found in the Bible that position the god’s name
first, like “Nebuchadnezzar” and “Nabopolassar.”

But Rigsby — an adviser with the Lockman
Foundation, which translated the NASB — said
he was surprised to learn that the Masoretic
text was mistaken as it’s considered 99 percent
reliable.

“That is a very rare thing for the Masoretic
text to be wrong,” Rigsby said. “When it and
the Septuagint diverge, it’s seldom the Septa-
gint is correct.”

Rigsby said he’s advising the Lockman
Foundation to fix Nebo-Sarsekim’s name when it
updates the NASB text. But, despite this find, he
said going with the Masoretic text over the
Septuagint is almost always the right call.

Meanwhile, Old Testament scholars
wonder if the remaining undeciphered tablets
in the British Museum might contain other
references with ramifications for Bible
translation. — Holly Pivec 

A B O U T  T H E  B I B L E

Rare Find Supports Book of 
Jeremiah, Solves Puzzle for Scholars

This clay tablet — the size of a pack of 10 cigarettes — records a financial transaction made 
by an ancient Babylonian official named in the Old Testament. 
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You can transfer low-yielding securities or cash into a Biola investment that can pay over 10% annually.

If funded with an appreciated asset, charitable gift annuities allow you to bypass capital gains. A portion 

of the annual income is tax-free, and the annuity provides a fixed income for life. In addition, you are 

investing in Kingdom work at Biola University.

For more information on Biola’s Charitable Gift Annuity, call Biola (800-445-4749) and 

get help securing your future. Also available via e-mail (estate.planning@biola.edu) 

and online (www.biola.edu/giftplanning).


