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Given the current economic environment, it’s no wonder we 
have more need for scholarship support this year than ever 
before. Your gifts — combined with those of other alumni, 
parents and friends — will allow Biola to offer financial 
assistance to students in need. 

It’s just a hard fact of college life: Most Biola students would 
not be able to complete their education without scholarship 
support. But every year, Biola alumni, parents and friends like 
you provide the support needed.

YOU HELP MAKE A 
BIOLA EDUCATION 
POSSIBLE.

SUPPORT OUR 
STUDENTS,
RECEIVE A GIFT!

All donors who make a gift 
of any size on the Biola 
website through May 31 
will receive a copy of Randy 
Alcorn’s book Heaven: 
Biblical Answers to 
Common Questions as our 
thanks for your support.

The 84% of Biola sTudenTs 
who receive need-Based 
aid wanT To Thank you for 
your generous and needed 
supporT.

Thank 
you!

To the 6,500 friends of Biola who supported 
student scholarships last year with a gift to the 
Biola Fund: 

GIVE NOw AT 
BIOLA.EDU/GIVING. 
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food for Thought

Regardless of their major, dorm or class schedule, there’s one spot on campus 
where most Biolans cross paths on a daily basis: the Caf, where you’ll find hun-
dreds of people at any given mealtime dishing up trays of surprisingly tasty food. 

As humans, food is one of the things that unite us. We all need to eat.
In the same way, food is one of those rare topics where each of the vastly dif-

ferent academic departments across a university campus can meaningfully feed 
into a single discussion. (Sorry, I’ ll try to avoid the eating puns.)

Health science explores how food affects our bodies. Biology shapes how our 
food is grown and raised. Sociology questions the societal impacts of our food 
choices. Psychology helps us to understand and treat eating disorders. Art inspires 
us to create aesthetically beautiful cuisine. Anthropology celebrates the cultural 
variety of our food. Business gives us principles to market or run a restaurant.

And, of course, as believers, our theology helps to shape the entire picture. We 
look to God as Creator of all, who provides for our physical needs, instructs us to 
treat our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit, asks us to care for the hungry, and 
gives us a meal — the Lord’s Supper — as an ongoing remembrance of what Jesus 
accomplished on the cross.

For this issue’s cover story, managing editor Brett McCracken sat down with 
experts across Biola’s campus, asking them to share how each of their academic 
disciplines help us to understand the relationship between faith and food — and 
what it might mean to eat Christianly. Obviously, with a topic this broad, we run 
the risk here of biting off more than we can chew. But hopefully it serves as a help-
ful entrée into the conversation (Last pun, I promise.)

Elsewhere in this issue, we take the opportunity to spotlight some of our 
alumni “foodies” who are doing creative and delicious things in the food indus-
try. And there are a few other food-related items sprinkled throughout. (The 
“Fruit-O-Matic” photo on page 37 may be one of my favorite items to ever appear 
in Biola Magazine.)

So, before you f lip too far ahead, I invite you to go pour yourself a cup of 
coffee (maybe even a “Ciocolatta,” using the recipe at magazine.biola.edu from 
alumnus Mark South’s coffee shop), grab a snack and find a comfortable spot to 
read. Bon appétit!

Jason newell (‘02) 
Editor
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Tell us what you think!

Opinions should be a maximum of 200 words and include full name, city and state, and class year  
(if applicable). They may be edited for length and clarity.
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magazine.biola.edu
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13800 Biola Avenue 
La Mirada, CA, 90639

the magazine of biola university p.9  Up and Comer 
U.S. News names Biola to its list of 17 ‘up and 
coming’ national universities for a second year 
in a row

p.18  Tour Talbot 
A look inside the newest and most innovative 
building on Biola’s campus

winter 12

30 Biolans share the most important 
lessons they learned from their  
30 units of Bible classes

30 uniTS, 30 LeSSonS 
Taking 30 units of Bible required me to take 
classes beyond what I wanted to study (“30 
Units, 30 Lessons,” Winter 2012). It forced 
me to take classes I would never have con-
sidered before. I had to consider topics and 
study books of the Bible I usually overlooked. 
And I was blessed to be able to learn from 
amazing professors that made every topic, ev-
ery class valuable and intriguing, challenging 
me to read more, learn more and grow more. 
It was not until I was out in the world, attend-
ing Bible studies or simply talking about faith 
with friends, that I really understood how 
valuable those 30 units were.

Jennifer Lundberg (’94)

After reading your good editorial “Lessons 
Learned” in the Winter 2012 Biola Magazine, 
you jogged my memory. I graduated in 1950 
from the one-year course at the Biola School 
of Missionary Medicine directed by Miss 
Soubirou. It was a one-year intensive medical 
course with a one-hour weekly Bible/Scrip-
ture memory class and not the 30 units you 
described in your article. Lorren Sanny of the 
Navigators taught it. Many of the Bible verses 
I know today and the continuation of memo-
rizing Scripture are a result of that class. At 
age 85 I still continue to memorize Scripture. 
I recently memorized Psalm 103:1 –5.

When the enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to de-
vour, or I am in need of encouragement, I call 
911 — both backwards and forwards: 11911. 
“I have hidden your word in my heart that I 
might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). 

It has sustained my wife and me through 
many difficult days as we served God in India 
and other ministries.

Weyburn Johnson (’50) 
Wheaton, Ill.

SaLvaTion anD forgiveneSS 
The steps Mr. Lewis suggests are neces-
sary when neither party is able to forgive 
unilaterally (“Why is Jesus Christ the Only 
Way of Salvation?” Winter 2012). The ability 
to forgive, without conditions, is a Christian 
grace that comes from a regenerated life, 
forgiven by God of its sins, past, present and 
future. God does not wait on our repentance 
before offering his forgiveness. We offer our 
repentance because we understand he bore 
“the harm” (the cross) even before we were 
sorry for our sins. He died for the ungodly, 
and sinners (Ro. 5:1, 7, 8).

Christians have the ability and the re-
sponsibility to forgive, even though the trans-
gressor is not willing to admit or acknowl-
edge the transgression. “If you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners love those who love them“ (Luke 
6:27–39). The grace to forgive is essential to 
healthy families. If you hold on to the hurt 
and anger that comes from being offended or 
wrongly mistreated until the offender is will-
ing to “repent, confess his sin and want(s) to 
restore the relationship” your anger and hurt 
will turn to bitterness and your relationship 
with that person will become more estranged 
and difficult to restore. Restoration should 
be the goal but the lack of reconciliation does 
not justify not forgiving.

Stanley L. Herod (’69, M.A. ’78, Ph.D. ’98) 
Cottontown, Tenn.

[Editor’s note: Professor Lewis submitted this 
response to the previous letter.] Dr. Herod 
has offered a popular version of “uncondi-
tional forgiveness.” Although this view is 
well meaning, it errs in a number of ways by 
conflating the issues of penal substitution, 
repentance, forgiveness, reconciliation and 
love in both God and man, while ignoring 
the biblical data on conditional forgiveness. 
Regarding God, it is undisputed in orthodox 
Christian theology that God does not forgive 
everyone. Eternal hell is a sufficient proof 
of the lack of universal forgiveness by God. 
Moreover, God does not forgive without re-
pentance. For example, in Mark 1:15 John the 
Baptist commands all to “repent and believe 
the gospel.” 

Regarding man, Jesus said, “If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive 
him” (Luke 17:3). Here, the meaning is clear. 
The word “if ” introduces the condition for a 
rebuke and for granting forgiveness. If (sub-
junctive) a person sins, we must (imperative) 
rebuke him, and if (subjunctive) he repents, 
we must (imperative) forgive him. This is 
as clear a statement as you will find on the 
subject. Forgiveness is conditioned upon re-
pentance — and this is one of the same criteria 
that God requires before he forgives sin. For a 
complete discussion of this issue, see my hand-
out at theolaw.org/conditionalforgiveness.

Kevin alan Lewis 
Associate Professor of Theology and Law 

Biola University
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Have a Hearth

Students received an early Christmas present last December when a 
new outdoor fireplace and seating area opened near the mailboxes. 
Originally conceived by the Class of 2011 — which donated funds 
toward its construction — the cozy new study spot features a stone 
hearth fireplace, covered seating for 36 and four ceiling gas heaters to 
ensure warmth on chilly Southern California nights.
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p r e S i D e n T ’ S  p e r S p e c T i v e

What Would our founders Think of Biola Today?

Barry H. corey is the president of Biola University. Visit his office online at www.biola.edu/president, on Facebook at facebook.com/
presidentcorey and on Twitter at twitter.com/presidentcorey. he is particularly indebted to Paul rood, a historian and grandson of 
Biola’s third president, whose research and writing contributed greatly to this article.

Since coming to Biola, I’ve frequently used 
the language of conviction and courage. 

Conviction points us back to our core beliefs. 
Courage is taking a deep breath and mov-
ing forward boldly from those convictions. 
Conviction without courage goes nowhere. 
Courage without conviction goes anywhere. 
We need both. 

Over the past few months I’ve reflected on 
the degree Biola’s development into the uni-
versity we are today is aligned with our found-
er Lyman Stewart’s vision. At the same time, 
I’ve been looking to the future asking: Do our 
University Plan’s Seven Aspirations align with 
the vision our founders had in mind over a 
century ago? Lyman Stewart, Biola’s founder 
and visionary, has left a legacy of archives that 
have helped me answer this question.

Aspiration 1: Provide Unwavering Leader-
ship Through an Education that is Biblically 
Vibrant, Centered and Integrated

For Stewart, the knowledge obtained from 
Scripture — God’s authoritative and inerrant 
Word — was the highest form of education. 
The great opportunity and responsibility 
entrusted to every follower of Jesus was to 
become “a disciple of the Word of God and a 
trained Christian Worker.” There was no high-
er activity or better investment. Stewart was 
convinced a “good founding” for any Christian 
enterprise required it be firmly established on 
sound biblical doctrine. 

Aspiration 2: Attract and Develop the Best 
and Brightest Christian Scholars

The Bible Institute, in Lyman Stewart’s 
mind, would help stem the tide of 19th cen-
tury intellectual liberalism in many churches 
and colleges. At Biola’s founding, Stewart said 
that God “laid the foundations [of Biola] over 
a quarter of a century ago, when the work of 
undermining the faith in the Word of God 
began to take a definite shape in this country.” 
An antidote to culture’s crescendoing liberal 
voices was to counter their arguments with 
sound scholarship from a theologically conser-
vative posture.

Aspiration 3: Lead in Spiritual Develop-
ment and the Proclamation of the Gospel

From the beginning, Biola has been com-
mitted to disciple making. A century ago, 
Lyman Stewart made sure discipleship was 
integrated into the educational programs of 
this young school. We continue to champion 
spiritual development and proclamation of 
the gospel at the heart of our planning. To be 
a great university means we must be a Great 
Commission university. This is not just in our 
history. It must be in our future.

Aspiration 4: Cultivate Courageous and 
Competent Graduates

Lyman Stewart desired that Biola students 
and faculty commit to impacting Los Angeles, 
the Pacific Rim and the wider world to bring 
“Honor and Glory to … Christ.” His burden 
was great for the less fortunate, the immi-
grants, the neglected, the abandoned, home-
less, jobless and hopeless “in whom we see 
represented the ‘every creature’ to whom our 
Savior would have us preach the Gospel.” He 
also believed that humanity’s sinfulness could 
not be remedied by “societal redemption.” Our 
calling is to the task of compassion, rescue and 
faithful witness to the truths of the “Kingdom 
not of this world.” 

Aspiration 5: Nurture a Cross-Cultural 
Christian Community 

Stewart said of the Institute in his 1913 
Cornerstone Address: “... all people regardless 
of race, color, class, creed, or previous condi-
tion, will ever be welcome to its privileges.” I 
imagine he’d encourage us as leaders to rein-
force this expectation to attract and nurture 
a diversity of ethnicities and cultures across 
both faculty/staff and student populations. In 
so doing we become more than ever a univer-
sity that reflects the breadth of God’s people 
across the country and around the world.

Aspiration 6: Extend our Educational 
Reach Throughout the World

Stewart advocated non-traditional and far-
reaching educational delivery, focusing on the 
technologies of transportation and commu-
nication. He founded in 1916 the first satellite 
campus of Biola, establishing the Hunan Bible 
Institute in China. From 1907 to 1915, he also 
sponsored the establishment of various Bible 

institutes in Korea. The Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles became known widely as a visionary, 
an innovator and collaborator and a forerun-
ner of educational accessibility. We must 
follow our heritage in doing likewise. 

Aspiration 7: Ensure the Affordability of a 
Biola Education

Stewart wanted all students desiring an 
education for Christian service to afford Biola. 
He wrote that it “always seemed to me very 
uncomplimentary to the future church, to think 
that it would not take care of its own current 
work. By [funding] … immediate work, there 
will be a much stronger constituency created to 
take care of the work in the future.” Financial 
support of the generation being educated is that 
“stronger constituency” which will take care of 
the work in the future.

Should we still be concerned about what 
Lyman Stewart would think? Of course. But 
far more we must be focused on whether we 
are still a university that is true to the heart 
of God. To be this way demands to believe in 
Truth with conviction and to have courage for 
that which God can still do through us. This has 
been our heritage, and this will be our future.
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reD  
reporT

The “Jesus Saves” 
Journey: a Timeline

For the last 76 years, “Jesus Saves” has been a message proclaimed through bright 
red neon in downtown Los Angeles, a legacy of the evangelical fervor of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. 

In September of 2011, the signs — perhaps Biola’s most iconic visual imprint on 
the city — made headlines when one of them was moved out of downtown for the 
first time in eight decades, just the latest chapter in their long and storied history.

The Rev. Louis T. Talbot and the congregation of the Church of the Open Door dedicate the first 7-foot neon red “Jesus Saves” sign, 
installed atop the north dormitory tower of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles at Sixth and Hope streets. A crowd of nearly 3,000 sing 
“We have heard the joyful sound, Jesus saves, Jesus saves,” as the switch is flipped on the sign for the first time. A few years later a sec-
ond sign is added atop the south dormitory. Visible for miles, they quickly become landmarks of the downtown Los Angeles skyline. 

The Hollywood Reporter announces that the old United Artists Theatre building — where the “Jesus Saves” signs stood for the last 
22 years — is being renovated and turned into L.A.’s first Ace Hotel. Biola’s desire remains to purchase or be given the remaining 
“Jesus Saves” sign, two words we still believe. 

Biola moves its campus to La Mirada. The Sixth 
and Hope building remains, with the Church of the 
Open Door still occupying the space and the “Jesus 
Saves” signs still shining. 

Television preacher Gene Scott purchases the 
signs and moves them to the former United Artists 
Theatre building downtown, which he transformed 
into the Los Angeles University Cathedral.

The signs are removed and taken to a storage lot 
next to the Pasadena Freeway. The building is soon 
demolished, but by Christmas the signs are still 
visible from the freeway — awaiting a decision 
from the building’s developer about what to do 
with them. The storage lot’s manager tells the Los 
Angeles Times, “To us, it’s junk. We’d just like to 
get it out of our way.”

The Church of the Open Door holds its final service 
at the Sixth and Hope building before relocating to 
Glendora, Calif.

One of the signs is removed and transported via 
truck out of the city. It is reportedly moved to the 
Faith Center in Glendale, pastored by Gene Scott’s 
widow, Melissa.

After preservationists and potential buyers had 
spent nearly three years trying to determine the 
fate of the Sixth and Hope building, it finally 
sells to a demolition-minded developer, the Los 
Angeles Times reports.
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center of attention 
A look inside the new Biola University Center for Christian Thought

The new Biola University Center for Christian 
Thought officially opened its doors in Febru-
ary, marking the start of one of the most ambi-
tious academic initiatives in Biola’s history.

Housed in a newly remodeled space in 
Rose Hall (1), the center aims to encourage 
first-rate Christian scholarship and produce 
valuable resources for the church and society. 
It will do so by bringing leading Christian 
scholars from around the world to Biola’s 
campus for up to a year at a time to research, 
collaborate and write about important is-
sues facing Christianity in the 21st century. 
Together, they’ll produce books, videos, lec-
tures and other materials for both academic 
and popular audiences.

The new space itself is designed with 
research and collaboration in mind. In ad-
dition to an ornate conference table where 
the scholars hold regular discussions (2), 
the center offers a comfortable lounge area 
(3), kitchen, offices and inspiring decorative 
touches (4).

Eight research fellows — four external 
scholars and four Biola professors —are in 
residence at the center during its inaugural 
semester: Dariusz M. Bryćko (LCC Inter-
national University in Lithuania); George 
Hunsinger (Princeton Theological Semi-
nary); Craig J. Slane (Simpson University); 
Amos Yong (Regent University School of 
Divinity); and Biola professors Jonathan An-
derson, Brad Christerson, Natasha Duquette 
and Elizabeth Lewis Hall. Joining them as 
visiting scholars are two of the world’s most 
renowned Christian philosophers, Alvin 
Plantinga and Nicholas Wolterstorff (5), who 
came to campus for two weeks in February 
and will return for a public conference in 
May, when all of the scholars will present 
their work.

For details about the conference or to 
learn more about the center, visit the center’s 
website at cct.biola.edu.

– Jason Newell

 onLine eXTra:  
Watch lectures from Biola University Center for Christian Thought visiting scholars Alvin Plantinga and nicholas Wolterstorff at 
magazine.biola.edu.
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a gouda Thing 
Cheese club expands Biola’s palette

in THeir WorDS

“ Art is one of the ways in 
which God’s message is 
heard in the world. 
Beauty is one of the 
natural ways that we  
recognize and accept 
truth. Beauty is how we 
perceive the glory of 
God, give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his 
name, worship the Lord 
in the beauty of his 
holiness. When the 
church abandons art, 
when it neglects beauty, 
it loses one of the 
important ways in which 
its message is heard in 
the world. Dante and 
Hopkins, Mozart and 
Bach, Michelangelo and 
El Greco, Bramante and 
Gaudi have brought 
more souls to God than 
thousands of preachers.”

- Dana Gioia, professor of poetry and 
public culture at the University of South-
ern California, speaking in chapel on Feb. 
8. Gioia is the former chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

It’s not every day that you might expect to see 
30 to 50 undergraduates sitting around tables, 
tasting the likes of Dubliner, Drunken goat, 
Manchego and Fromager D’Affinois, discuss-
ing their merits and then ranking them on 
scoresheets. But every Friday afternoon, this is 
the scene in Stewart lobby, where Biola’s most 
popular student club — The Honorable Biola 
Cheese Society — meets to appreciate the nu-
ances of dairy delicacies.

“Our goal is to provide Biola students an 
opportunity to expand their palette,” said the 
club’s president, Brett Kobold, who also goes 
by Munster Master, Gorgonzola General, 
Cheddar Champion and Duke of Dubliner 
(among other titles). Kobold — a sophomore 
psychology major — often begins each meet-
ing with a cheese-related poem or reading, and 
then walks the club through the eight to 12 
cheeses on the menu for the day: their aging 
process, origin, flavor notes.

Bethany Linnenkohl, the club’s vice presi-
dent, is in charge of pairings — hand picking 
fruits, breads, juices and small dishes to ac-
company the flavors of the cheeses. She loves 
that the Cheese Society forces students to get 
out of their culinary comfort zones (“McDon-
ald’s”) by experiencing cheeses from the likes 
of Spain and Germany.

“People don’t know the richness of food, of 
how much is out there,” said Linnenkohl, who 
plans to start her own cheese club after she 
graduates from Biola. “‘You mean there’s more 
cheese out there than American and pepper 
jack?’ When students try the cheese we pres-
ent to them they are completely blown away. 
This is cheese? They can’t even put their finger 
on it because they’ve never tasted anything 
like it. That’s the joy of food right there.”

The club was started in 2005 by Ben 
Chernikoff (’09) and has since become one of 
Biola’s most unusual and cherished student 
organizations. It has a mailing list of more 
than 300 and on any given day at Biola you’re 
likely to spot a student wearing a Cheese 
Society T-shirt.

The club’s popularity reflects the way that 
food is so often the centerpiece of community 
and the facilitator of fellowship.

“The club provides an environment after 
a long week that lets people just relax and be 
around people who want to eat cheese,” said 
Kobold, who also noted that the club some-
times draws intellectuals and spawns “pleasant 
debate” around the tables following meetings.

“God gave us food to enjoy,” said Kobold, 
“so let’s enjoy it together.”

– Brett McCracken



12

A look inside an interesting class  
offered at Biola this semester

COURSE TITLE 
Designing and Leading Worship

INSTRUCTOR 
sherri Alden

DESCRIPTION 
This course provides 
foundational concepts and 
practical instruction to equip 
students in crafting biblical, 
creative and compelling 
service content and musical 
worship sets. Students gain 
an understanding of the 
worship leader’s role and the 
responsibility of overseeing 
artistic and technical production.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
•	Worship Matters: Lead-

ing Others to Encounter 
the Greatness of God by 
Bob Kauflin
•	 Strengths Based Lead-

ership by Tom Rath and 
Barry Conchie
•	 Unleashing the Power of 

Rubber Bands: Lessons 
in Non-Linear Leader-
ship by Nancy Ortberg

SAMPLE ASSIGNMENTS
•	 Create	a	20-minute	worship	set	
•	 Design	a	full-length	church	service
•	 Lead	worship	during	chapel

chimes Sets ‘pace’  
for college newspapers 
Biola’s student newspaper wins top national award

Last fall, the 2010-11 staff of The Chimes 
made history. The weekly student newspa-
per was selected for a Pacemaker award by 
the Associated Collegiate Press (ACP), a 
prestigious national award honoring only 
13 colleges and universities in the four-year, 
non-daily category.

Individual reporting, photography and 
design have won The Chimes numerous awards 
over the years from the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the California College Media 
Association. But the Pacemaker is a first in 
Chimes history, ranking it alongside the best 
college newspapers in the country, and placing 
it — and Biola — in the national spotlight.

The Chimes was selected for the honor 
along with schools like George Washington 
University, Boston College, San Francisco 
State University and the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago.

Three issues were submitted to the ACP 
for the contest last spring. Judges evalu-
ated the entries based on quality of content, 
evidence of in-depth reporting, leadership on 
the opinions page, layout and design, and art, 
photography and graphics. Finalists and win-

ners were placed in one of three categories: 
four-year dailies, four-year non-dailies and 
two-year colleges.

The 2010-11 staff included Kathryn 
Watson, editor-in-chief; Harmony Wheeler, 
news editor; Tiffany Sun, features editor; 
Jeff Koch, opinions editor; Nathan Palatsky, 
sports editor; Amanda Warner, copy editor; 
Callie Miller, copy editor; Elizabeth Sallie, 
managing Web editor; Patricia Diaz, Web 
content editor; Kelsey Heng, photo editor; 
Cody Wagner, multimedia editor; and Sarah 
Grunder, production editor.

– Amy Seed

When most students went home for spring 
break last year, a group of 13 dedicated 
journalism students ventured to the Do-
minican Republic on a mission. They came 
back with not only a collection of stories, 
but the rough sketches of a book.

The Dominican Dream: A Passion for 
Baseball, A Love of Family and a Hope for the 
Future, published on Nov. 10, fills 140 pages 
with stories and photographs. Writing these 
stories may have been a class project for 
professor Tamara Welter’s journalism semi-
nar, but their compilation serves a greater 
purpose. The publication is meant to raise 
awareness of global poverty, particularly in 
the Dominican Republic. 

The students who produced the book 
provide a voice for Dominican youth, 
sharing their struggles against drugs, sex 
trafficking and prostitution with people 

who can help make a diference. The book 
focuses on baseball and the escape from 
poverty it provides for young men. Many 
of them dream of playing Major League 
Baseball in order to support their families, 
but not all of them make it.

The Dominican Dream is available for 
purchase at biolanarrativeproject.com.

– Amy Seed

Journalism Students publish Book
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get to Know 
Stewart Oleson, ‘comedian-at-law,’ broadcast journalist

“Life is an improv.” That’s what Stewart Oleson, associate 
professor of journalism and broadcast journalism advisor, 
tells his students. How else could he explain his all-over-
the-place career?

Oleson started in radio, graduating from the Univer-
sity of Illinois with a bachelor’s in journalism. Though 
broadcasting was his passion, he went on to earn his J.D. 
from The John Marshall Law School in Chicago, which led 
to eight years as an assistant state’s attorney in Chicago and 
three more as a defense attorney. While still practicing law, 
he started a group called The Original Comedy Rangers, 
which consistently performed improv for 10 years in clubs 
throughout the city. 

“I was called the ‘comedian-at-law,’” he said. “I tried 
cases during the day, and then I did stand-up comedy at 
night, sometimes to the same audience.” 

After leaving the courtroom behind in 1992, Oleson 
started several morning news shows and won 13 Telly 
Awards for his travel show, RV Today. He uses all these 
experiences to teach broadcast in his “fiefdom” at Biola’s 
Studio B, he says. 

Here’s your chance to get to know him.

Two-Wheel Traveler: he has owned a motorcycle since 
he was 16. he loves to drive north on the Pacific Coast 
highway to The rock store, a popular hangout for motor-
cycle riders. When he has time, he relaxes there with a 
tri-tip sandwich and The New York Times. 

impressionistic painter: oleson started plein air paint-
ing five years ago. his favorite place to paint landscapes 
is Pacific Palisades Park in santa monica, Calif. oleson 
loves French impressionistic painting and sees it as an-
other way of storytelling.

 onLine eXTra:  
Watch videos of oleson 
from his comedy days  
as part of The original 
Comedy rangers at 
magazine.biola.edu

Drug prosecutor:  
he worked in Branch 
57, a Chicago drug 
court that oleson 
says was prob-
ably the biggest 
courtroom in the 
country. oleson tried 
over 1,000 cases to 
verdict.

riverboat  
Drummer: oleson 
still has a 1967 rog-
ers drum set from 
his band days. In 
high school, he once 
played on a riverboat 
on the mississippi 
river. Ten years ago, 
he played with a dif-
ferent band in clubs 
around nashville.

comedian-at-Law: he 
did stand-up comedy 
at Zanies Comedy Club 
in Chicago, performing 
alongside big names 
such as Jay Leno, Jerry 
seinfeld and Tim Allen 
when they were just 
starting out.

award-Winning 
Broadcaster: he 
designed several 
interactive morning 
news shows, such as 
Good Morning Sac-
ramento. his travel 
show, RV Today, aired 
for six years on spike 
TV and won 13 Telly 
Awards.

John Wayne at Heart: he used to live on a ranch in malibu, 
Calif., that was an old movie set for Westerns. “I’ve been a 
cowboy wannabe way back,” he said.
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$1 Million Donation  
Will fund Scholarships

The Biola University men’s bas-
ketball team made program his-
tory when they defeated Concor-
dia 81-77 and won their first-ever 
Golden State Athletic Conference 
tournament championship on 
March 6.

It was the first GSAC tourna-
ment championship appearance 
for Biola in 10 years, and it was 
the first successful of four previ-
ous attempts at a win since Biola 
joined the conference in 1993-94.

Prior to the game, Biola 
was ranked No. 19 in the latest 
NAIA poll while Concordia was 
top-seeded at No. 4. The win 
improved the Eagles’ record to 
25-8 for the season and marked 
their eighth consecutive win. 
Biola won all three of their games 
against Concordia this season, 
winning twice in a row at the CU 
arena in Irvine. Previously, Biola 
won only one game there in the 
last 10 years.

The GSAC tournament cham-
pionship was the second major 
loss Concordia suffered to Biola 
in sports this year, as the men’s 
soccer team earned a GSAC title 
over Concordia in the fall.

Both the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams advanced to the 
NAIA Tournament, with each 
making it to the quarterfinal 
round before being eliminated.

In December, Biola received its largest-ever 
endowed scholarship gift from a living donor: a 
$1 million donation that will fund scholarships 
for Talbot School of Theology students.

The donors, who wish to remain 
anonymous, are passionate about helping 
seminary students and specifically wish to help 
students enter full-time vocational ministry 
more quickly, said Adam Morris, vice president 
for university advancement.

The $1 million donation was given toward 
an endowed scholarship, which means the 
annual interest generated by the original gift 
amount will be available for students every year. 
The same donors had previously given over 
$900,000 to the fund — for a total of nearly $2 
million — meaning that roughly $100,000 will 
be available for students each year.

Berry Hulen, a current Talbot student who 
received an award from the scholarship fund 
this year, said the scholarship had enabled her 
to worry less about finances and debt.

“The scholarship was not something that I 
was expecting,” she said. “When you pray for 
God to help you through school financially, 
it’s amazing how much he reveals your little 
faith when he comes through, because it was 
such a shock.”

Overall, Biola has budgeted more than 
$33 million in scholarship funding for the 
2012–13 academic year. In coming years,the 
university is seeking to improve affordability 
by dramatically increasing the availability of 
scholarships.

To learn more about contributing to 
student scholarships, visit biola.edu/giving.

Basketball 
Wins  
first gSac 
TournamentSometimes Biola news comes in 140-character bursts. At least that’s how it comes on the  

@biolau Twitter feed, updated throughout the day, every day. Here’s a smattering of some 
Biola tweets you might have missed:

Tweets You Might Have Missed

MarcH 3: Biola congratulates Dr. Pete 
Menjares for being selected as Fresno Pacific 
University’s 11th president.

MarcH 1: Biola University’s Facebook 
page has a brand new ‘Timeline’ look: 
facebook.com/biola

feB. 29: Founder Lyman Stewart in 1913: 
The Bible Institute of Los Angeles will 
“have a love for the souls of men as wide 
as the world.” #heritage

feB. 26: Are you on @Pinterest? 
Biola University is! Follow our boards: 
pinterest.com/biolau

Jan. 26:  FINAL Biola-APU GSAC bas-
ketball game EVER next Tues night, 1/31! 
Don’t miss the conclusion of an epic rivalry.

Jan. 15: Four Biolans worked as crew mem-
bers on the film “The Artist,” which just won 
a Golden Globe for best musical/comedy. 
Congrats!

 Q&a
Q. What does Biola University have in 

common with grove City College, 
hillsdale College, the University of 
Dallas, and the king’s College in 
manhattan?

a. These five schools comprise the top 
half of the “Ten Best Colleges for 
homeschoolers,” a list published 
by superscholar.org. see the whole 
list at http://www.superscholar.org/
best-colleges-for-homeschoolers/
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Men’s Soccer Wins gSac 
Tournament championship

Women’s 
cross  
country 
places 12th 
in nation

freshman sets Swimming records

With a thrilling double-overtime victory, the 
Biola men’s soccer team captured the Golden 
State Athletic Conference tournament 
championship for only the second time in 
university history last November — coming 
from behind to win the championship match.

After facing a two-goal deficit, the Eagles 
upset Concordia University 3-2 in the cham-
pionship matchup, earning a trip to the open-
ing round of the NAIA national tournament.

“It was a great come-from-behind vic-
tory,” said head coach Bryan Kuderman. “For 
us to come back and play such a good game 
and to score three goals to win it, it really is 
remarkable.”

Even though the men lost 4-2 during 
the first round of the NAIA championship 
against Hannibal-LaGrange, they still had 
much to celebrate; the team has competed in 
the NAIA championship just three times in 
program history, and two of those trips were 
made in the last three years. 

Winning the 2011 GSAC tournament 
championship was an unexpected blessing for 
the team because of a large amount of injuries 
earlier in the season. Kuderman said the team 
suffered more injuries this season than any 
other in his 10 years coaching at Biola. Three 
starters tore an ACL, which contributed to a 
three-game losing streak in the middle of the 
season. But they overcame, earning an overall 

record of 13-5-3. 
“Winning shows character, but to win as 

much as we did with all the injuries we had 
this year, it’s a remarkable reflection of the 
kind of character our team has — and com-
petitiveness for that matter,” he said.

Kuderman said the team played to its 
highest potential in the tournament cham-
pionship, and the win was a confidence-
booster. 

“I could not believe we just overcame that 
big of a deficit to become the GSAC champi-
ons,” said senior defender Cody Shelton. “It 
was just a crazy, wonderful feeling altogether. 
My team was just ecstatic and overwhelmed 
with joy.”

Good leadership and strong work ethic 
helped contribute to this season’s success. 
Among those leaders was senior goalkeeper 
Aaron Fenlason, who finished his fourth and 
final season at Biola.

“Having a conference title was the best 
way to cap my senior teammates’ as well as 
my own career at Biola,” said Fenlason. “We 
have put in a lot of work over the course of 
four years, and to have this as a capstone to 
our time at Biola means a lot of every single 
one of us.”

– Amy Seed

Biola’s women’s cross country 
team took home a 12th place 
finish at the NAIA national cham-
pionships in November, earning 
their fifth-consecutive Top 12 
national finish. Meanwhile, the 
men capped an impressive season 
by finishing 26th overall in their 
first appearance at the national 
championships since 1999.

Senior Nychele Fischetti was 
the top finisher for the women’s 
team, finishing 46th in the 5K 
with a time of 19:04. For the 
men’s team, the top finisher was 
junior Collin Christensen, who 
ran the 8K with a time of 25:02 
and placed 29th.

“It was a true honor to be the 
first NAIA national qualifying 
team for Biola since 1999,” said 
Christensen. “While it is excit-
ing, we want to get to a point as a 
program where qualifying is the 
expectation and not necessarily 
seen as an accomplishment.”

– Amy Seed

Freshman Christine Tixier blew other 
schools out of the water March 2 when she 
broke a national record at the NAIA National 
Swimming and Diving Championships in 
Oklahoma City. Tixier’s 54.6-second finish 
in the 100-yard butterfly shattered the 2008 

record set by Vicky Sui of Simon Frasier. Her 
time was nearly one second faster than Sui’s. 
She now holds both the national and school 
record for this event. Tixier is the university’s 
first NAIA national record holder and second 
national champion.
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Food is a Gift!

Food is first and foremost a gift from our 
creator — for sustenance but also enjoy-
ment. It’s a gift that keeps us alive, but it goes 
beyond that; it tastes good. It’s something for 
which we must constantly give thanks. 

“Food speaks to the fact that God created 
well, and the enjoyment of food is part of 
living in God’s good creation,” said Draycott. 
“The fact that we need food likewise speaks 
to our dependency on God and his sustaining 
of creation.”

The “manna and quail” episode from 
Exodus 16 exemplifies the way that food sym-
bolizes our dependence on God, reminding 
us that what we have we have only by God’s 
grace, and thus we must be supremely grateful 
for it — especially when others go hungry.

As Draycott notes, “if creation tells us there 

is an abundance of God’s goodness and provi-
sion for us, then the actual reality of scarcity of 
food in the majority of the world must at least 
make Christians in our rich context aware of 
waste and wastefulness.”

Biola biology professor Jason Tresser 
believes every time we sit down for a meal we 
should give thanks to God “to acknowledge 
our dependence upon his creation,” but also to 
realize that “we’re not isolated from creation; 
we’re part of it.” Creation is a precious gift 
that God has entrusted to us, notes Tresser, 
and we have a responsibility to steward the 
resources we have and recognize that they are 
not infinite.

Being Good Stewards

What does “being a good steward” of food 
entail? This question has both individual and 

societal implications. For individuals, we can 
think of it as an extension of being good stew-
ards of our bodies. When we acknowledge that 
our bodies are not our own but were bought at 
a price, should we be haphazardly eating junk 
food and endangering our health? 

As Christians, we must remember that the 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and that 
“everything I put into it should go through a 
filter,” said Biola nursing professor Annette 
Browning. “I must be on the watch continually 
not to overeat, overindulge in caffeine or alco-
hol and to keep my flesh in check,” she added, 
noting that heart disease, strokes, high blood 
pressure and diabetes are just some of the 
many health ailments directly traced to diet. 

Healthy food is not something often associ-
ated with college campuses, but Biola’s cater-
ing company, Bon Appetit, has made it a point 
of emphasis. According to Biola’s Bon Appetit 

“How does food relate to theology? 
What can it teach us about faith?” 
For students in Bible professor Andy 
Draycott’s Theology 2 class last year, 
these were important questions. Food 
was the lens through which the class 
looked at central Christian doctrines.

In the course, the theme verse for which was “taste and 

see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8), Draycott used food-

centric passages as a theme to narrate the biblical history 

of salvation, starting at the end and working backwards: the 

marriage supper of the lamb and the fruit of the tree of life, 

the Last Supper, Jesus discipling around the dinner table, the 

Passover meal in Exodus, the provision of manna and quail in 

the desert, to name a few. 

Food is all over the Bible, a constant throughout. For-

bidden fruit. Dietary laws. Parables of wedding banquets. 

Miraculously multiplying fish, Jesus eating and drinking 

with friends, family and Pharisees. But what are we to make 

of it all? Is there a “theology of food” that Christians should 

apply to their everyday eating habits? What hath foie gras to 

do with faith?

by Brett McCracken
photos by Laurel Dailey
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head chef John Rose, the company employs 
“stealth health” tactics in their cooking wher-
ever possible. They make chimichangas baked, 
not fried, and few notice a difference; they use 
olive oil instead of butter, and no trans fats.

“If we can make something that’s still 
good, with the flavors still there, and yet make 
it healthier, we will,” said Rose.

The new “Simple 600” program at the 
Cafe — an entire meal in 600 calories or less 
— is another effort to offer healthier options 
to students. 

“We’re trying to give students a healthy diet 
while they’re here,” said Rose. “That’s part of 
our job — to educate people about what’s good 
to eat and hopefully initiate a lifetime habit.”

Eating healthy food can be easier said than 
done, however, especially since socioeconomic 
factors often lead to the most unhealthy food 
being the cheapest and most accessible in poor 

communities, said sociology professor LaDawn 
Prieto Johnson.

During her five years of working in the 
rough Rampart district of Los Angeles, John-
son started wondering why so many families 
who struggled to make ends meet financially 
were also dealing with obesity issues. When 
she began investigating the markets and food 
sources in the area, it made sense. 

“Why is the fruit so gross and old? It looked 
like the leftovers,” she said. “Highly processed 
foods, hot dogs, lard-filled stuff ... that was the 
food I saw there.”

Johnson believes that, when it comes to 
food, Christians have a responsibility not only 
to their own health but to the well-being of 
others who are affected by systemic issues in 
food consumption. Do our consumer habits in 
eating perpetuate some of the dysfunction in 
the food industry?

We tend to believe there is an endless supply 
of food accessible to us at all times, Johnson 
said, and we don’t really weigh the consequenc-
es of what we buy. 

“When you go to a market as a Christian 
and you see the options that you can buy, it 
never crosses your mind to think, ‘Where did 
this tomato come from and why can I get it 
year round?’” said Johnson. “I would like to see 
Christians taking responsibility for what they’re 
buying and say, ‘Where is this coming from and 
what price is being paid for me to have it?’”

Christians should be aware that there is 
power behind what we buy, argues Johnson, 
who thinks we need to go beyond thinking 
about food as a charitable contribution. 

“Christians are good at soup lines,” she said. 
“But in terms of economic power, we need to 
be able to say, ‘I’m not going to make certain 
consumer choices anymore.’”

01 Slow down. Try to find time to 
truly enjoy food. Prepare it yourself. 
Savor it. 

02 Give thanks. For the food you have, 
for the hands that prepared it, for 
the land and animals it comes from; 
above all, for God the provider and 
sustainer of life. 

03  Show hospitality. Invite others to 
dine with you. Follow Jesus’ example. 
Share food with strangers. Throw 
long dinner parties.

04  Eat in community. Enjoy food with 
others. Let it be a unifying source of 
social pleasure. 

05  Be sensitive to those around you. 
Many people struggle with food-re-
lated issues (dieting, food addiction, 
eating disorders); keep this in mind 
as you eat. Know there are many 
Christian resources available if you or 
a loved one need help

06  Eat justly. Recognize that your eating 
affects others. Try to support ethical 
and just food practices through dis-
cerning consumer choices. 

07  Fight global hunger. Remember that 
nearly 1 billion people in the world 
do not have enough to eat. Keep that 
in perspective and do what you can to 
feed the hungry in your communities 
and across the world. 

08 Develop taste. Expose yourself 
to new things and expand your 
palate. Learn to appreciate qual-
ity food, unique f lavors, textures, 
combinations.

09 Eat humbly. Rather than eating food 
to show off your culinary sophistica-
tion, eat with humility and thanks-
giving, awestruck by the beauty and 
goodness you are privileged to enjoy.
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Are the food companies we 
support paying unfair prices 
to the farmers who grow the 
products? Are they abusing ani-
mals, harming the environment, 
hurting local economies? These 
are just some of the things our 
eating habits may be supporting, 
but it doesn’t have to be that way, 
said Johnson.

“If we were more committed 
to understanding the power be-

hind the foods that we consume, Christians 
could make a huge global impact,” she said.

Sustainable Food Practices 

So what sorts of food choices should we 
make, both for our own health and for the 
sustainability of the wider world? One of 
the keys, says Tresser, is taking steps to be 
less disconnected from the origins and labor 
practices of the food we consume. 

That’s why, when he arrived at Biola in 
2009, Tresser created a campus organic 
garden where students could get a first-hand 
look at where food comes from. More than 
three years later, the sizable garden grows a 
wide array of produce (beets, radishes, broc-
coli, onions, tomatoes, for example), all har-
vested by the hands of students in Tresser’s 
botany and environmental science classes. 
The food is then returned to the community: 
some of it donated to a local food bank for 
needy families — the Interfaith Food Center; 
some donated to Biola’s own Cafe, where 
it winds up in things like spicy quesadillas, 
spinach salad and carrot cupcakes. In addi-
tion to donating healthy produce to those in 
the community, the garden also decreases 
Biola’s total waste output by reusing organic 
waste (coffee grounds, Cafe food scraps, trees 
that are pruned or cut down). 

The garden embodies sustainability, but 
also the benefits of locally grown food. Tress-
er believes eating “local” has many upsides: 
reduced energy costs (local food doesn’t have 
to be transported as far or refrigerated as 

long), fresher and better taste, more nutrition 
(local, independent farmers often don’t used 
enriched fertilizers or other chemicals), and 
the supporting of local workers and busi-
nesses.

At Biola, Bon Appetit partners with local 
farms and strives to use local foods whenever 
possible. 

“If you buy local, you’re buying stuff at its 
best and freshest,” said chef Rose, who added 
that Bon Appetit also strives to support 
sustainable food in other ways: purchasing 
only sustainable fish (such as wild salmon as 
opposed to farmed salmon, which often carry 
disease); consolidating food shipments in 
fewer delivery trucks; buying earth-friendly 
disposables; and working with students to 
reduce waste during meals. 

Food and Fellowship

There’s a tendency in our Western indus-
trialized context to think of food as fuel — 
something meant to just keep us as individu-
als productive and moving from one thing to 
the next. But this misses one of the biggest, 
most biblical aspects of food for the Chris-
tian: community. We need look no further 
than Jesus, said Johnson.

“His ministry revolved around breaking 
bread; it was all around food,” she says. “If we 
take our cues from Jesus we recognize that 
food isn’t just a fuel; it’s an opportunity to 
socialize and engage with each other.”

Andy Draycott agrees. Part of eating well 
as Christians, he says, is “finding time to eat 
slowly with others.” Invite someone to eat 
with you at the Cafe; cook a meal for friends 
or for people you don’t know. “Find a way to 
make eating a relational event.” 

Draycott also thinks food reflects upon 
the biblical value of hospitality — “which 
is what the church is: a hospitable body, a 
welcoming body,” he said.

In his class, Draycott has his students live 
out the hospitality of food by going to a pas-
tor or elder’s home and preparing a meal for 
their family. 
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“It seems to work for them as an important 
discipleship moment in learning how to be 
hospitable and receive hospitality, all around 
the practical preparation of food,” he said.

Junior Bethany Linnenkohl knows the joys 
of food and hospitality firsthand. A serious 
foodie and fan of cooking (she periodically 
shares her recipes in Biola’s student newspa-
per, The Chimes), Linnenkohl works for multi-
ple catering companies and loves every minute 
of it. She’s catered weddings for friends where 
she made chocolate swans and blown-sugar 
hummingbirds. She’s organized craft services 
for several Biola student film productions. 

“I cook like crazy. My roommate is 
spoiled,” said Linnenkohl, who is also vice 
president of the Biola Cheese Club.

For Linnenkohl, nothing is more reward-
ing than to surprise her roommate, friends, 
or a family in need with a plate of cookies or a 
homemade meal. 

“There’s this glow that comes on their face 
when you arrive on their doorstep with a meal 
for them,” she said. “It warms their hearts, and 
then you get to enjoy it together with them.”

Linnenkohl knows that food brings joy to 
people, and it’s her joy to prepare it for them.  

“There is nothing that I could do or love 
more than making food and serving it,” she 
said. “There’s no other place that I feel closer 
to God than in my kitchen.”

Food in the Now and Not Yet

Food is beautiful, says Linnenkohl, “be-
cause God created it. That’s fundamental.”

It’s also beautiful because it gives us not 
only life but pleasure, and culture, fostering 
relationships and conversation, merriment 
and joy. It’s beautiful because through it we 
experience diversity within the people of God 
and enjoy a foretaste of the eschatological feast 
to come. 

In his book Earthen Vessels, alumnus 
Matthew Lee Anderson (’04) suggests that 
our human dependence on things like food 
will be ended in the new creation, pointing 
to 1 Corinthians 6:13 (“Food is meant for the 
stomach, and the stomach for food — and God 

will destroy both”). And yet one of the final 
images in the biblical narrative depicts eating: 
the great wedding feast of the Lamb (Rev. 
19:9). Anderson concludes that eating in the 
new creation must be for some other purpose 
than sustenance or survival. 

“In the resurrection,” writes Anderson, 
“our bodies will no longer be dependent upon 
resources for their ongoing existence, suggest-
ing that when we consume, it will be for the 
purposes of pleasure.”

If food in its final manifestation is eating 
for pleasure in the new creation, then in the 
here and now it’s both similar and different 
than that. In the taste, sweetness and celebra-
tory joy of food today, we get glimpses of the 
renewed creation to come. But food and its 
accompanying problems — health issues, eat-
ing disorders, addiction, gluttony, obesity — 
underscore that the “not yet” is indeed not yet.

The church has played out this tension 
historically through two food-related tradi-
tions that both have a place on the liturgical 
calendar: feasting and fasting. 

“Fasting is telling us the bridegroom is not 
with us and so we pray as we fast, in anticipa-
tion of Jesus’ return,” said Draycott. “But at 
the same time, the promise of the new creation 
allows us to anticipate that reality and feast 
in it.” 

Like most things in creation, food speaks 
both to the imperfections of this present world 
and the joy unspeakable to come. Within that 
tension we exist, eating and drinking, just 
as Jesus did. Whether we’re cooks, college 
students, farmers or freshmen trying to avoid 
the dreaded “15,” food is a part of our lives: 
something we can approach thoughtlessly, or 
with a Christian witness and desire to taste 
and see that, indeed, the Lord is good. 

  onLine eXTra:  
• Favorite recipes from the  
 Biolans featured in this article. 
• 11 local restaurants within 
 11 miles of Biola.
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Some Biola graduates impact the world for Christ in the boardroom, the classroom, 
the pulpit or the cockpit. Others, like the alumni on the following pages, serve God 
with cutlery, ovens and espresso. Whether they’re serving up barbecue on wheels, 
award-winning seafood, NorCal coffee or organic food in Omaha, these “foodies” 
are finding culinary success and representing Christ in the food industry. Read their 
stories, try their recipes (yes, we’ve featured recipes from each as an online extra), 
and try not to get too hungry!
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Find a recipe for “cioccolota,” one 
of Origin Coffee & Tea’s signature 
drinks, at magazine.biola.edu
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At Origin Coffee & Tea, 
Mark South doesn’t pay his 
employees a dime.

Instead, the entire team of about 100 baris-
tas — who prefer to be called “abolitionists” 
— serve entirely on a volunteer basis, allowing 
all of the profits to be used for a greater cause. 
Since opening in early 2011, the nonprofit 
coffee house in Rocklin, Calif., has raised 
more than $20,000 for organizations that help 
rescue girls from sex slavery.

The idea began to form in 2009 as South 
(’99, M.A. ’07), a pastor, began to look for a 
new location for Origin Church, which he’d 
planted a year earlier in his living room.

“My one conviction was that the gospel 
changes lives and it should change a city,” he 
said. “When we began to consider our home, 
we had that idea: What would it look like for 
us to transform the city by blurring the lines 
between the church and the city?”

Around the same time, South was learning 
more about the prevalence of sex trafficking 
in both the Sacramento area and around the 
world. As he heard more stories and statistics 
— the sex trade is a $32 billion-a-year industry 
in which the average girl is bought for $90 — 
he felt a clear conviction that God was calling 
his church to take action.

The result was Origin Coffee & Tea, which 
functions as a home for the church on Sunday 
morning and a popular spot for community 
members throughout the entire week. The 
“abolitionists” who volunteer — some from 
the church and many who are not — are 
trained as storytellers who educate customers 
on the need to take action locally and abroad. 
They also make a pretty good cup of coffee, 
South says.

“We knew that the quality would have 
to be great in order to sustain our cause, 
because people will come once for the cause 
and they’ll come back for the coffee.” he says. 
“We’ve made sure that the quality is the best it 
can be: the coffee, the chocolates, the presen-
tation. Everything is artisan and handmade 
and high quality.”

So far, the coffee house has benefited from 
plenty of attention, appearing on everything 
from local TV news broadcasts to the nation-
ally syndicated Nate Berkus Show. As more 
people have heard about the shop, South said 
they’ve fielded calls from dozens of people 
who are interested in doing something similar.

“We don’t feel like we own this idea,” he 
says. “For whatever reason God has smiled 
upon us, and we’ve been able to do something 
that literally we can’t find that’s been done in 
the United States. … Our hope would be that 
this goes to every major city in America.”

– Jason Newell
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To find out where the Shortstop 
BBQ truck will be, follow them on 
Twitter @ShortstopBBQ.

Alex, Andrew and Mary 
Honore’s barbecue restaurant 
is going places — literally.

Since 2010, the family has been building a 
following in Southern California’s mobile food 
scene with their food truck, Shortstop BBQ , 
which offers slow-cooked, sauce-slathered 
cuisine at sidewalks and parking lots across 
Orange County.

With specialties like a tri-tip and bleu cheese 
slaw sandwich, the truck has a fan base of more 
than 4,300 people on Facebook and Twitter 
(where followers can find out where the truck 
will be each day). Among the most popular 
stops is a Friday night gathering of food trucks 
at a Best Buy parking lot near Biola.

“We helped start that one almost a year ago 
now, so we’re there every week. They’ll have 
like 10 to 12 trucks,” Andrew says. “You get 

a lot of the same people. That’s what they do 
Friday nights for dinner now; they go to food 
trucks. Especially when the weather’s good, 
people will bring lawn chairs. It turns into a 
giant tailgate party.”

As their truck has gotten more popular, the 
family team — all former Biola students — re-
cently added a more traditional brick-and-mortar 
location in Fullerton, meaning customers can 
always count on knowing exactly where to satisfy 
their Shortstop BBQ appetite.

Andrew — who met Mary, his wife, at Biola’s 
Torrey Honors Institute (where both hope to 
finish their degrees soon) — says that faith is an 
important part of the business, and is demon-
strated through great customer service, quality 
food and excellent treatment of employees.

“I would have a difficult time professing my 
faith if I was taking advantage of my employees 
and cutting the corners,” Andrew says.

The food, meanwhile, is an opportunity to let 

their creativity shine.
“We actually put creamed corn on our pulled 

pork sandwich,” Andrew says. “From what I 
understand, nobody else does that. It just pairs 
really well — the sweet creaminess of the corn 
and the robust vinegary flavors of the sauce that 
cuts right through that. You just end up having 
this really great flavor combination.”

Barbecue runs deep in the family’s roots, 
Andrew says. Growing up, he and Alex, his 
brother, heard stories about their great-grand-
father’s pit barbecue restaurant in Texas, and 
how Southern California’s barbecue restau-
rants couldn’t compare. 

“Several years before he opened up a barbe-
cue restaurant, he was a chuck wagon cook on 
ranches,” Andrew says. “So he was kind of the 
forerunner to food trucks. It’s kind of funny 
how it has all come around with my family his-
tory and what we’re doing now.” 

– Jason Newell
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Find Gina’s recipe for “chipa 
guazu,” Paraguayan corn bread, 
at magazine.biola.edu
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It’s a good general rule of 
thumb that when a nurse is 
bringing you food, your taste 
buds probably shouldn’t get 
their hopes up.

Except when that nurse happens to be 
Gina Sterns.

A Biola nursing graduate and retired 
cardiology nurse, Sterns (’81) is chef-owner 
of Dolce Café, an up-and-coming restaurant 
that specializes in organic, locally sourced, 
tasty food. Located in suburban Omaha, 
Neb., the café treats food as an art form, 
using fresh, healthful ingredients to make 
food that is appealing to both the stomach 
and the eyes.

“Anything that’s worth doing is worth do-
ing beautifully — that’s kind of my mantra,” 
says Sterns, who has the phrase “The Art of 
Eating” displayed prominently on one wall.

Named one of the top eight restaurants 
of 2011 by the Omaha World-Herald, Dolce 
Café offers what Sterns calls “real, honest 
food” — dishes like pomegranate berry salad, 
Gina’s Meatball Panini or grilled salmon with 
beurre blanc sauce and blueberry relish.

Though she left nursing more than 20 
years ago, Sterns still takes health and nutri-

tional science very seriously. The restaurant 
makes a point of informing customers about 
ingredients: organic produce, grass-fed beef 
from a local farm, healthful oils. In addi-
tion, Sterns has worked to launch a healthy 
lifestyle support group at the restaurant, and 
recently began offering cooking classes with 
an emphasis on food science.

Of course, that doesn’t mean everything 
at Dolce is healthy. Sterns, who was primarily 
doing pastry art before opening the café last 
August, says she is a believer in the “80/20 
rule of eating”: If we eat well and nutritiously 
80 percent of the time, we can afford some 
decadence the other 20 percent of the time 
(such as the cakes and cupcakes that Dolce 
offers for dessert).

As a Christian, Sterns says her faith 
shapes many aspects of her business, includ-
ing how she treats and pays employees or her 
efforts to create a climate where customers 
feel genuinely valued.

“Our first write-up in the paper really 
grabbed on to the fact that I have some pretty 
spiritual ideas about community and people’s 
lack of community — and how that’s impact-
ing us culturally and nationally,” Sterns 
says. “One of the things I’m proud of is how 
it really is becoming a community hangout. 
That’s not easy to achieve in the suburbs.”

The name Dolce, which means “sweet” in 

Italian, reflects her desire to celebrate life, 
she says.

“It’s not just referring to the pastry art,” 
she says, “but to the sweetness of life, togeth-
er, when we feed one another heathfully and 
purposefully and beautifully. And people, re-
gardless of their religious background, really 
get that. They really think that’s special.” 

– Jason Newell
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Find a recipe for Market Broiler’s 
“fisherman’s Stew” at magazine.
biola.edu

Even the most avid fisher-
man would be impressed by 
the menu at Market Broiler 
restaurants.

Opened by Rodney Couch (’03) in 1989, 
Market Broiler restaurants specialize in 
mesquite-grilled fish and are known for their 
fresh fish markets. The original location in 
Riverside, Calif., was voted “Best for Seafood”  
11 consecutive years in a Press-Enterprise poll.

Since its opening, Market Broiler has 
expanded to include four additional locations 
in Southern California and one in Northern 
California. 

“You get to enjoy the surrounding people 
as they enjoy a meal,” Couch says. “In the 
Christian community we call this koinonia 
when we get together and we break bread with 

one another, and that’s probably the thing that 
drives me most about the business.” 

Each restaurant has a fresh fish market that 
features one to two dozen different types of 
fish daily — such as shrimp from Guatemala 
and basa from Vietnam — and the front of the 
menu changes every day to reflect the fresh 
fish being served. 

Managers make a point of checking in on 
customers; 65 percent of tables were visited by 
managers in February, Couch says. 

“That’s just one of the distinguishing fac-
tors that make a difference in our restaurants,” 
he says.

For him, hospitality has been the key to 
success. He founded Preferred Hospital-
ity, Inc., in 1989. Market Broiler restaurants 
were launched from this company along with 
Provider Contract Food Service, a business 
that caters to locations like California Baptist 
University and San Diego Christian College. 

While he said some people might not think 
a Christian can be a good businessman, Couch 
says his management style of treating people 
well, taking responsibility and doing his very 
best has given him 22 years of success. 

Couch said he also understands the reality 
that a restaurant is only as good as the last 
meal it served. 

“What gets me up in the morning is I know 
that what I did yesterday isn’t going to be 
sufficient for today,” he says. “I need to get up 
and do it all over again and make sure my staff 
does that.” 

–Amy Seed
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Find a recipe for “creamed 
corn au gratin,” one of Summit 
House’s signature dishes, 
at magazine.biola.edu
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Meals at the Summit House 
in Fullerton, Calif., often 
include at least two sides: 
creamed corn au gratin and a 
five-star panoramic vista.

When Gary Parkinson (M.A. ’01) opened 
this fine dining restaurant in 1991, he 
combined a traditional English menu with 
spectacular SoCal scenery. 

The Summit House is built in the style of 
an old English inn, a theme Parkinson says is 
timeless. Its main dining room has a 30-foot 
ceiling with beams while fireplaces add to the 
dining experience. 

“We wanted to merge that very traditional 
English country feel with the dark woods and 
the rustic themes and so forth, but merge all 
that with being able to have a great view at the 
same time,” says Parkinson, who originally 
opened Summit House with one partner, 
Lloyd McDonald, who died eight years ago. 
He now partners with McDonald’s two sons 
and Mark Elliott, the general manager.

The location is one of the things Parkin-
son says sets Summit House apart from other 

restaurants. Summit House isn’t nestled in 
the English countryside, but Vista Park is 12 
acres of wandering paths, roses and a wed-
ding gazebo. 

While Parkinson said traditional English 
restaurants don’t have windows because of 
inclimate weather, Summit House offers quite 
the view. 

“We have spectacular views here,” Parkin-
son says. Along with panoramic views of the 
San Bernardino mountains, customers can 
catch a glimpse of the ocean on a clear day.

The menu is fashioned after English tradi-
tion and includes foods like rack of lamb, prime 
rib and roast duck. Their most popular item is 
classic creamed corn au gratin, a recipe that 
only changed once in the last 20 years when 
they switched from yellow corn to white. 

–Amy Seed
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a S K  a n  e X p e r T

What is the rapture and When Will it Happen?

There’s nothing like an apocalypse predic-
tion to get the media buzzing. Last May, 

one of the more highly publicized predictions 
in recent memory came from radio host Har-
old Camping, who gained national notoriety 
by warning that Judgment Day would arrive 
on May 21. (It didn’t, of course.) Meanwhile, 
other doomsday predictors have had their eyes 
on 2012 for several years now; some say the 
Mayan calendar places the end of the world 
on Dec. 21. But amidst all the hype and pop 
culture hoopla, what does the Bible actually 
say about the end times?

Eschatology is a popular but notoriously 
difficult area of Christian theology. There are 
nearly as many theories on how to interpret 
the book of Revelation, for example, as there 
are books in the Left Behind series. One of the 
most contested elements of evangelical end 
times scholarship is the rapture — specifi-
cally when it will take place in relation to other 
eschatological events like the tribulation and 
the return of Christ to earth. 

Alan Hultberg, an associate professor at 
Talbot School of Theology, is one of Biola’s 
resident experts on end times theology, and 
he recently edited the book, Three Views on 
the Rapture. Biola Magazine recently inter-
viewed Hultberg about the rapture, its various 
interpretations, and why it’s important for 
Christians to take seriously.

What is the rapture, and what is the 
scriptural evidence for it? 

The rapture is the doctrine that at the 
return of Christ, all believers will be caught 
up (i.e., “raptured”) to meet the Lord in 
the air. The bodies of dead believers will be 
resurrected, and all believers, living and 
dead, will be glorified. It is taught explicitly 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:15–17 and more or less 
implicitly in 1 Corinthians 15:51–55 and John 
14:2. Other passages, such as Matthew 24:31; 
2 Thessalonians 1:10; and Revelation 14:14–16 
are debated.

What purpose does the rapture serve 
in the overall purposes of god for 

creation? How does it fit into the big 
picture of god’s redemptive plan?

God’s redemptive plan is to restore what 
was lost in Adam, to restore the proper func-
tioning of his rule in creation through the vice-
regency of a humanity living in proper relation 
to him (though that entails a lot more than 
what I’ve said here). The resurrection of believ-
ers is part of that restoration, as Paul teaches 
in Romans 8:18–23. So, insofar as the rapture 
and the resurrection are associated, the rapture 
plays a role in that restoration. However, the 
Scriptures also teach that before the establish-
ment of the Messianic kingdom at the return of 
Christ, God will pour his wrath out upon the 
world opposed to his rule. The church is prom-
ised reprieve from this wrath, and the rapture 
is the means by which it is protected.

in your introduction to Three Views on 
the Rapture, you say that while the issue 
of the timing of the rapture isn’t central 
to the christian faith, it “touches on the 
doctrine of the church and on issues of 
normative christian experience,” and 
“is thus not an inconsequential doctrine 
but one that the church at large needs 
continually to wrestle with.” Why is this 
issue an important one for christians to 
discuss?

Well, when I say that the doctrine of the 
rapture touches on the doctrine of the church, I 
mean that the distinction made among believ-
ers by the rapture raises the question of the 
relation of various groups of believers in the 
larger family of God. The Bible teaches that 
some believers will go through the period of 
God’s wrath (notably the 144,000 in Revela-
tion 7, 9 and 14) and some won’t (the “us” that 
Paul associates himself with in 1 Thessalonians 
5:9, those who will be raptured). Why is there 
this distinction among believers? What does 
it have to teach us about the family of God? 
When I say it touches on issues of normative 
Christian experience, I mean that it raises 
the question of God allowing the church to 
suffer. There is debate over the timing of the 
rapture in relation to the final tribulation, the 

final period of unparalleled persecution by the 
Antichrist. Some argue that God will not allow 
the church to suffer under Antichrist. But God 
does allow the church to suffer in this present 
age (John 16:33; Acts 14:22), so what makes 
the difference, if there is one?

There are three main views of the 
timing of the rapture: pretribulation, 
posttribulation, and prewrath. could 
you briefly explain the main claims of 
each position?

The pretribulation view teaches that God 
will rapture the church before the final seven 
years of this age (often called the 70th week of 
Daniel, from Daniel 9:27, or the tribulation). 
According to this view, this entire time period 
is characterized by God’s wrath. It depends 
in part on making a distinction between the 
coming of Christ to rapture the church and the 
coming of Christ to return to earth to reign. 
Posttribulationism teaches that the church 
will be raptured at the very end of the age, 
when Christ returns to reign. The church will 
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and 
immediately return to earth with him. The 
prewrath view teaches that the wrath of God 
is poured out sometime in the final three and 
a half years before the end of the age, after the 
start of the final persecution by Antichrist. 
The church is raptured immediately before 
God’s wrath is poured out, so, like pretribu-
lationism, a distinction is made between the 
coming of Christ to rapture the church and 
the final coming to earth, but unlike pretribu-
lationism, the church will experience the final 
persecution by Antichrist.

You argue for the prewrath position. 
What are the main supporting argu-
ments for this position?

I base my argument on two points that I 
believe the Scriptures to teach: that the church 
will be raptured sometime during the second 
half of Daniel’s 70th week (that is, after the 
abomination of desolation and beginning of 
the final persecution by Antichrist), and that 
between the rapture of the church and the 
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alan Hultberg (M.Div. ’89),  
an associate professor of Bible 
exposition and new Testament 
at Talbot school of Theology, 
is the editor and co-author of  
Three Views on The Rapture: 
Pretribulation, Prewrath, or 
Posttribulation. he holds a 
Ph.D. from Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity school.

return of Christ to earth will be an extended 
period of time when God’s wrath is poured out 
on the hostile world. The first point is derived 
especially from Matthew 24; 2 Thessalonians 
2; and Revelation 13. The second point is 
derived especially from 1 Thessalonians 4 and 
5 and Revelation 7 and 14. Of course, both 
points consider numerous corollary issues and 
passages. In the main, though, pretribulation-
ism is ruled out by the first point and post-
tribulationism by the second. [Editor’s note: 
Biola doesn’t take an official position on the timing 
of the rapture.]

as someone who takes the prewrath 
position, do you then believe that the 
rapture won’t be entirely unexpected? 
That is, if the abomination of desolation 
is an event we can observe happening, 
wouldn’t that signal that the rapture 
will be imminent?

Since the prewrath position requires the 
rise of Antichrist and his abomination of 
desolation before the rapture, it means that, 
in this view, the rapture is not imminent in 
the sense of being able to happen at any mo-
ment. In my opinion, 1 Thessalonians 5:2–4 
and 2 Thessalonians 2:1–4 teach exactly that 
those “signs” must occur (and other passages 
imply as much). That means that I need to deal 
with “imminence” passages, like Matthew 
24:42–44, differently than as teaching an “any 
moment” rapture. Matthew 24:32–33 suggests 
that this is proper. Essentially, in my opinion, 
the Bible teaches the “unknowability” of the 
timing of the rapture, not its “any moment im-
minence.” As long as the number of interven-
ing events or the duration of time between 
certain events and the rapture is unknown, 
“imminence” in the biblical sense is main-
tained. There is nothing in the prewrath view 
that undermines that biblical “imminence.”

Do you think it’s a danger for christians 
or churches to focus too much on the 
rapture? Do you think it gives off the 
impression that christians are just 
eager to escape the world and leave it 
to its own destruction? 

I guess it’s a matter of how that focus is 
presented to the world and what one holds to 
be central to Christian theology. If one makes 
the rapture the central focus of one’s Christian 
life and holes oneself up awaiting the return 
of Christ or merely (and gleefully?) preaches 
destruction to unbelievers, or if one neglects 

the larger issues that make for Christian unity 
and virtue — things much more clearly taught 
and prescribed in Scripture — in favor of 
dogmatic and divisive interest in the rapture, 
then one is focusing too much on the rapture. 
Paul enjoined against something like the first 
problem in the Thessalonian letters and Jesus 
something like the second in John. Getting 
things straight scripturally is important, but 
majoring on the minors and becoming arro-
gant and unloving in the process, both toward 
insiders and outsiders, is not of the Spirit. 

To the outside (secular) world, the idea 
of the rapture is looked at derisively, 
as a kind of kitschy joke that makes 
christians look silly (“date predictors” 
like Harold camping don’t help things). 
How should christians defend the idea 
of the rapture in a more intelligent or 
believable way?

Well, defending what the Bible says is 
always going to be a joke as far as the world 
is concerned. All we can do is aim to be ac-
curate, humble and winsome, admitting where 
things are clear in Scripture and where they 
aren’t clear. One thing that “date setters” 
have in common is poor hermeneutics; they 
use indefensible interpretive methods. More 
knowledgeable Christians can try to explain 
to an incredulous world what defensible inter-
pretations lead us to conclude about the return 
of Christ.

in the midst of various interpretations 
of the end times, what would you say 
are the most important eschatologi-
cal truths or facts that all christians 
should cling to? in other words, what 
are the eschatological “essentials” 
versus “non-essentials”?

Things indisputably taught in Scripture 
and central to our faith are essential; things 
less clearly taught are non-essential. That Jesus 
is coming again to vindicate his church and 
judge the enemies of God is the big essential. 
That is the blessed hope of the church. When 
and how are not as essential. That there will 
be a resurrection of the dead, some to eternal 
life and some to eternal suffering, is essential. 
What the new heavens and earth will be like, 
what the kingdom of God on earth will be like, 
etc., that is, the details, are non-essential.
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craig J. Hazen is the founder 
and director of Biola’s m.A. 
in Christian apologetics 
program and author of the 
novel Five Sacred Crossings. 
he holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of California,  
santa Barbara.

It has become commonplace 
for skeptics to assert rather 

boldly that the Gospel records 
— the primary witness to the 
ministry, teaching, crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus — 
are unreliable texts written by 
anonymous figures in foreign 
lands many years after the events 
they recount. High-profile textual 
scholar Bart Ehrman, for example, 
believes that one ought not put 
any stock in the authenticity of 
Gospel accounts because they 
were written late, away from good 
sources, and derive mainly from 
legends that grew out of stories 
told in corruptible fashion around 
campfires for decades.

Of course, there is a 
tremendous amount of 
compelling evidence to the 
contrary — evidence that shows 
the Gospels were written early 
and accurately by people who 
were either eyewitnesses or had 
access to firsthand testimony. A 
good detective combing through 
the Gospels would be very 
impressed with the incidental 
details of the narratives and how 
they paint an accurate picture 
of life in first-century Palestine. 
There is a resounding ring of 
authenticity in terms of what the 
Gospels say about agriculture, 
architecture, botany, customs, 
economics, language, law, 
politics, religion, social strata, 
topography, weather and much 
more. It would be hard to get all 
of this right if the Gospel writers 
had little or no contact with the 
time and the lands about which 
they were writing.

Over the last decade, a new 
area of research has confirmed 
that the writers of the Gospels did 
indeed have the kind of intimate 
and detailed knowledge of life in 
that time and place. And this new 
research comes from an in-depth 
study of personal names.

In 2002 an Israeli scholar by 
the name of Tal Ilan did some 
seemingly boring work that 
has yielded some important 
dividends for New Testament 
authentication. She sorted 
through documents, engravings, 
scraps of papyrus, ossuaries and 
the like from the time period 
surrounding Jesus and the 
apostles in order to make a list 
of over 3,000 personal names 
— along with whatever bits of 
information she could find about 
those names. It was as if she were 
compiling a phone book from 
ancient trash heaps.

Because of her work, it became 
possible for the first time to find 
out what personal names were the 
most popular during the time of 
Jesus and how those names were 
used. Why is this important? 
Well, if the Gospel writers really 
had no solid contact with the 
characters in the stories, if they 
were writing decades later and 
had never visited the lands about 
which they were writing, getting 
the names right would be unlikely 
to the point of impossible. It 
would be as if a person who had 
never set foot out of California 
were attempting to write a story 
about people living in Portugal 
60 years ago and the writer 
perfectly captured all the details 
of the personal names of the day 
without traveling, without the 

Internet, without encyclopedias 
or libraries. Clearly, guesses and 
intuitions about Portuguese 
names from over a half-century 
earlier are exceedingly unlikely 
to match the real situation on the 
ground.

But this new research shows 
that the Gospel writers were “spot 
on” in regard to the popularity, 
frequency, proportion and usage 
of personal names in the text of 
Scripture, indicating very deep 
familiarity with life in the exact 
area and timeframe of Jesus and 
his earliest followers. British 
New Testament scholar Richard 
Bauckham did some exhaustive 
work correlating New Testament 
names (see chapters 3 and 4 of 
his Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, 
Eerdmans, 2006) with the list of 
3,000 names compiled by Ilan 
and concluded the following:
▶ The Gospels were nearly 

perfect in how they captured 
the frequency of names among 
Palestinian Jews of the time. 
For instance, Ilan’s list of 
the 10 most popular names 
matched rank for rank the list 
of the most frequent names in 
the Gospels and Acts. This is 
an extraordinary confirmatory 
correlation.

▶ By contrast, if you examine the 
most popular Jewish names 
in a different region (such 
as Egypt) at the time, the 

list is dramatically different. 
The pattern of names does 
not match what we know the 
pattern to be in Palestine.  

▶ Also by contrast, if you 
examine the names that 
appear in the Apocryphal 
Gospels (such as the Gospels 
of Thomas, Mary, Judas), you 
discover that the frequency 
and proportion of names in 
these writings do not match 
what we know to be true of 
names from the land and 
time of Jesus. Hence the 
Apocryphal Gospels do not 
have the ring of authenticity 
with regard to personal names 
and are rightly called into 
question.
There is much more to say 

about how the use of personal 
names in the Gospels and Acts 
helps to demonstrate these texts 
as authentic records of the time, 
but I’ll point you to Ilan and 
Bauckman for the details. But 
rest assured that the very best 
scholarship has demonstrated, yet 
again, not just that the Gospels 
are based on eyewitnesses 
reports, but that these are 
eyewitness accounts of an extremely 
high quality! Contra Bart Ehrman 
and others skeptics, we have 
excellent reason to believe that 
we have a very accurate picture 
of the life, teachings, death and 
resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.



magazine.biola.edu 29

BooKS  
BY 
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40 Ways to get closer 
to god, by Jerry Mac-
Gregor (M.A. ’84), 
Bethany House, Septem-
ber 2011. This practical 
book gives Christians ideas 
for how to adjust their 
hearts to get closer to God. 
Each chapter contains a 
unique challenge and a 
brief explanation that puts 
the challenge in context. 
Exercises include acts of 
service to others, extended 
prayer, Scripture memory, 
fasting, a day of gratitude, 
media fasting (no TV or 
Internet), evangelism and 
much more.

Shifty’s War: The 
authorized Biography 
of Sgt. Darrell ‘Shifty’ 
powers, the Legendary 
Sharpshooter from the 
Band of Brothers, by 
Marcus Brotherton (M.A. 
‘97), Berkley Hardcover, 
May 2011. Shifty’s War is a 
tale of a soldier’s blood-
filled days fighting his way 
from the shores of France 
to the heartland of Ger-
many, and the epic story of 
how one man’s abilities as 
a sharpshooter, along with 
an engagingly unassuming 
personality, propelled him 
to a life greater than he 
could have ever imagined.

Biblical Multicultural 
Teams: applying Bibli-
cal Truth to cultural 
Differences, by Sheryl 
Takagi Silzer (’93), Wil-
liam Carey International 
University Press, Septem-
ber 2011. Biblical Multicul-
tural Teams speaks to the 
heart of cultural misunder-
standing — our childhood 
upbringing. As you work 
and function in a multicul-
tural world, Silzer’s advice 
and wisdom will enable 
you to take a hard look at 
assumptions and attitudes 
found in your team and to 
work on submitting them 
to biblical standards of 
interaction. 

peter of Damascus: 
Byzantine Monk and 
Spiritual Theologian, 
by Greg Peters (associate 
professor, Torrey Honors 
Institute), PIMS Publica-
tions, September 2011. 
Peters seeks to renew in-
terest in a figure who was 
an important contributor 
to the larger field of Byz-
antine monasticism and 
spirituality. Using uned-
ited manuscripts, proso-
pographical evidence, 
and published sources, 
this study attempts not 
only to recover the shape 
of Peter’s life and work 
but also to elucidate his 
spirituality through a 
detailed examination of 
both The Admonition to His 
Own Soul and The Spiritual 
Alphabet, demonstrating 
the ways in which that 
spirituality remained ac-
cessible both to monastics 
and non-monastics.

four views on Divine 
providence, co-authored 
by William Lane Craig 
(research professor of phi-
losophy at Talbot School 
of Theology), Zondervan, 
March 2011. Questions 
about divine providence 
have preoccupied Chris-
tians for generations: Are 
people elected to salvation? 
For whom did Jesus die? 
This book introduces read-
ers to four prevailing views 
on divine providence, with 
particular attention to the 
question of who Jesus died 
to save (the extent of the 
atonement) and if or how 
God determines who will 
be saved (predestination). 
The point-counterpoint 
format reveals the assump-
tions and considerations 
that drive theologians to 
sharp disagreement, help-
ing readers think theo-
logically about all the issues 
involved.

a cross-Shaped gospel: reconciling Heaven and earth, 
by Bryan Loritts (M.A. ’98, Biola trustee), Moody Publishers, 
October 2011. Today’s church is continually being confronted with 
the question, “What is the gospel?” Loritts, a pastor in the heart of 
one of America’s most racially divided urban centers, seizes the op-
portunity to answer that question in ways that may challenge your 
beliefs, practices and relationships. Loritts clearly articulates the 
vertical dimension of the Christian faith as well as looking at the 
implications of salvation for growth, service and relationships with 
the surrounding culture.

S i X - W o r D  S u M M a r Y

 Help teens understand,  
apply John’s gospel. 
A Youth Worker’s Commentary on John, Vol. 1,  
co-authored by David P. Nystrom (provost and senior vice 
president), Zondervan/Youth Specialties, August 2011.
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Drew Hall (’98) is familiar with TV 
sets like those for The Tonight Show 
with Conan O’Brien and Saturday 
Night Live, but he won’t be found 
on camera. Hall is the director of 
engineering for SANS Solutions, a 
technology company that specializes 
in designing and installing solu-
tion area networks to provide better 
storage and efficiency on sets. The 
company works in the rich media 
industry, which includes TV stations 
and movie production companies. 
“It is most rewarding when I’m able 
to help my customers solve their 
problems and create solutions that 
allow them to not have to worry 
about things breaking during a show 
or when they are at home spending 
time with their families,” he said. 
As a student at Biola, he worked for 
VisionArt, a company that special-
ized in visual effects. He gained 
additional experience by working in 
the on-campus computer labs and 
managing student Web services. “The 
work that I did while attending Biola 
was invaluable for later securing a 
job in the industry, and I still use 
many of those same skills today,” 
he said. In his 10 years with SANS 
Solutions, Hall has worked on sets 
for Skywalker Ranch, Fox Sports and 
The Jay Leno Show. More recently, 
he worked with Jimmy Fallon to do 
live shows during Super Bowl XLVI. 
Hall lives in Upland, Calif., with his 
wife, Heidi (’00), and their children, 
Abigail, 8, Samuel, 6, Maximus, 
4, Ezekiel, 2, and their December 
newborn, Quincy Ann. Outside of 
work, he enjoys spending time with 
his family, playing guitar and reading 
books on theology and philosophy. 
He also serves as a deacon at Trinity 
Reformed Baptist Church. 

neWS anD noTeS

Alan R. Niquette (’67) is the founder and 
director of Dramatic Difference Ministries, an 
Oregon-based nonprofit corporation that cel-
ebrated its 20th anniversary on Feb. 12. After 
18 years of pastoral ministry, he has spent the 
past two decades as a playwright, actor and 
theatrical producer. His traveling repertory 
theater has performed biblical stage plays for 
churches in seven Western states and toured 
twice on the East Coast. 

Tom Heiser (’68) was honored by being chosen 
as the Oregon Substitute Teacher of the Year 
for 2011 by the Oregon Substitute Teachers 
Association. The office staff of Waldo Middle 
School in Salem, Ore., nominated him for the 
award. He was presented to the Salem School 
Board and the Oregon Legislature and received 
a letter of recognition from the governor.

Bob Miller (’73) has just released his new 
novel, The Songs of Solomon Blue, which is avail-
able at both Amazon and Barnes & Noble. It is 
aimed at reaching those who are on the fringe of 
faith and is all about forgiveness and redemp-
tion. He prays that it will plant seeds in those 
who read it. He would love to hear from any of 
his classmates at tinknockerbob@yahoo.com.

Gregory Enas (’78) recently joined FaegreBD 
Consulting as part of their health and sciences 
team. Enas will work with the Food and Drug 
Administration to obtain product approval 
as well as conduct research. He previously 
worked for 30 years at Eli Lilly, where he most 
recently served as the senior director of Global 
Regulatory Affairs, U.S. Diabetes.

Linda Noble (’79) authored Whole Life Cur-
riculum, which released worldwide in January 
2012. It focuses on human dignity and is 
geared toward students from kindergarten to 
high school. The Sunday School adaptation 
(Sacred Life Curriculum), published by Naza-
rene Publishing House’s Barefoot Ministries, 
now equips churches to share the same life-
giving message of human dignity.   

Frank Tomlinson (’85) published his second 
book, No One Escapes: The Effects of Bearing 
God’s Image, in November 2011. It is pub-
lished through CreateSpace and is available 
on Amazon. Tomlinson is the president and 
founder of Hope Coming Ministries and was a 
former homicide detective.

Tod Allman (M.Div. ’86) and two colleagues 
founded a nonprofit organization called The 
Bible Translator’s Assistant  
(www.thebibletranslatorsassistant.org). 
They’re a small group of computational 
linguists who have developed software that 
significantly reduces the amount of time 
required to translate the Bible into a new lan-
guage. Their organization’s purpose is to help 
translate the entire Bible into all of the world’s 
languages.

Steve (’86, M.A. ’91) and Marion (Chinchen, 
’88) Spencer have been missionaries for the 
last 23 years in Malawi, Africa. They work 
with a missions organization called African 
Bible Colleges, a Christian liberal arts univer-
sity. Steve is the academic dean and professor 
of education and Bible. The couple has eight 
children, and their two oldest, David, 23, and 
Jonathan, 20, are married and living in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.

John M. Lewis (’90) has been appointed field 
director for the Midwest region for InFaith 
(formerly known as American Missionary Fel-
lowship). He supervises field staff (missionaries) 
in part of Idaho and all of Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming. He 
has served with InFaith since 1993.

Adam Johnson (’01) is publishing his disser-
tation, God’s Being in Reconciliation: The Theo-
logical Basis of the Unity and Diversity of the 
Atonement in the Theology of Karl Barth with 
T&T Clark International. It will be released in 
May and available for purchase on Amazon.
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SAVE 
THE DATE

Join President and 
Mrs. Barry H. Corey for an  
unforgettable tour of the 

Holy Land

Look for more details and 
information in the summer 

Biola Magazine!  

Seating is limited for this tour.  
For more information, 

call (562) 903-4714.

B I O L A  U N I V E R S I T Y

May 26 – June 7, 2013

As alumni director, I receive a number of 
letters and notes from graduates who have 
questions about Biola facilities, students, 
faculty and staff. And with the history I have 
at Biola there are many of you whom I know 
personally or perhaps even gave a license plate 
to at commencement rehearsal a few years 
back! Well, one of my favorite things is fielding 
those questions when the inquirer was unsure 
where else to turn for one reason or another. I 
recently received a note like that:

Hi Rick,

We have so many Biola alumni in our family, 
including my husband plus three of our four 
sons who have all graduated within the past six 
years! We LOVE Biola and are so proud to be 
associated with what we consider to be such a 
fine, Godly, quality university. But I often hear 
this comment, “Biola has gone liberal.” Most 
recently from an 18-year-old girl attending 
[another Christian college]. WHAT on earth 
are they talking about, and how do I rebut 
that?
 
Thanks for your help!
Angie Knechtel

I quickly sent a note off to Angie, thanked 
her for her inquiry and shared with her a 
couple of thoughts. 

One, I’m not sure what this other student 
had heard at the school she was attending or 
what the leadership of the school might be 
saying, but they couldn’t be more wrong. I am 
pleased to report that the university Board of 
Trustees has just completed a complete review 
of the Articles of Incorporation and bylaws 
upon which Biola is founded and operates, 
many of which had not been reviewed for 
language and terminology for nearly 40 years. 
Hours of meetings and a year-long board eval-
uation were devoted to the discussion — not 

about how Biola can become more liberal, but 
rather how we could tighten up the language 
to ensure that we continue to align with the 
founding theology and principles of the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. After all the discus-
sion, the board unanimously tightened up 
the theological and organizational principles 
upon which we operate. 

As many organizations and colleges slide 
away from their mission, shifting to the chang-
ing tide of the times, Biola has renewed its 
commitment to stay anchored upon the bed-
rock of Scripture on which we were founded.
(See page 8 for more).

And second, no one knows Biola better 
than the alumni and parents of alumni who 
have graduated from this place. As Angie 
shared and I have experienced firsthand — 
having graduated and had my children gradu-
ate from Biola — our product is our amazing 
graduates. Graduates like many of you, 
who left this place changed in mind and 
character, and are now making a signifi-
cant difference in the world for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You are the best example of 
why a place like Biola is so needed in these 
challenging times. 

For all of us who have  
the heritage of 104 years of 
excellent Bible teaching 
integrated with some of the 
best career preparation in 
the country, we are honored 
and blessed to be called 
Biola alumni. No slip, no 
slide! Don’t let anyone tell 
you differently!

a L u M n i  f i L e S

no Slip ’n Slide for Biola!

rick Bee (’79, M.A. ’90, Ph.D. 
’01) is senior director of 
alumni relations. Email  
him at alumni@biola.edu  
or call (562) 903-4728.



32

Pecanic-Lee Wedding

W H e r e  a r e  T H e Y  n o W ?

Laurin-Linares Wedding

Hetrick-Young Wedding

Persida (Ph.D. ’01) and William (M.A. 
’94, Ph.D. ’01) Himmele recently published 
Total Participation Techniques: Making Every 
Student an Active Learner, their second book 
for ASCD (formerly the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development). 
It explores ways teachers can engage K–12 stu-
dents in active learning. The book was mailed 
to nearly 100,000 ASCD members in 140 
countries in July. Within its first three months, 
the book became an ASCD bestseller. 

Laura Lynn Browder (’04) illustrated a 
children’s book for children suffering from 
Trichotillomania, a disorder that involves an 
urge to pull one’s own hair. The Dragon Who 
Pulled Her Scales was written by William Mi-
chael Davidson and published through Wine 
Press Publishing. It is available from Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble.

The Rev. Mercedes Tudy-Hamilton (’05) was 
recently promoted to senior pastor of Primm 
Tabernacle African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Seattle, Wash. This is her second 
pastoral charge, having previously served as 
pastor of Union Bethel AME Church in Great 
Falls, Mont., for five years (2006–11). She is 
also a 2010 graduate of Bethel Seminary, San 
Diego, Calif., with a Master of Arts in Trans-
formational Leadership.

Kristi (’93) and Dave Grimm recently self-
published their first children’s book, Mommy, 
Tell Me a Story about a Car. Kristi wrote a 
series of four books, and Dave has already 
begun illustrations for the second. Their book 
is available for purchase through the publish-
er’s website, www.trafford.com, Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble.

WeDDingS

Lisa (Hetrick, ’90) married Stacy Young on 
March 12, 2011, in Hermiston, Ore. In Octo-
ber they were able to move back to Lisa’s child-
hood home in Orovada, Nev., where Stacy is 
employed by Hetrick Bros., Inc., (farming) 
and Lisa is a homemaker.

Michelle Pecanic (’94, M.A. ’03) and Jeffrey 
Lee were married in Mount Hermon, Calif., 
on July 30, 2011. Michelle and Jeffrey enjoyed 
a honeymoon cruise to Alaska, ending with 
some beautiful days in Seattle and a drive 
down the California coast. They currently 
live in Brea, Calif. Michelle is a teacher in the 
Hacienda-La Puente Unified School District.

Deborah (Laurin, ’05) married Kevin Lin-
ares on April 16, 2011, in San Pedro, Calif. 
She received a Master of Arts in Psychology 
Research from CSU Los Angeles in 2010. 
The Linareses reside in Urbana, Ill., where 
Deborah is working toward a doctorate in 
community health at University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign.

Michelle Shepherd (’06) and Daniel Combs 
(’04) were married in Azusa, Calif., on April 
2, 2011. Biola alumni in the wedding party 
included Shauna (Gelardi, ’06) Goodman, 
Jocelyn (Ventura, ’06) Glaze, Elisa Shepard 
(’05), Whitney Sturdy (’08), Bryant Tall-
man (’04), Jamie Tressen (’04) and Matthew 
Combs (’03). The couple honeymooned in 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. They currently live 
in New York City.

Jonathan Blomberg (’03) spends 
his days flying throughout the north-
eastern region of Congo, carrying 
missionaries, humanitarian workers 
and supplies wherever they need to go. 
As a pilot and mechanic for Mission 
Aviation Fellowship in Bunia, Congo, 
where he will live for the next three 
years, he is part of a team of six pilots 
who work in the region. Blomberg 
joined the staff in 2009 after complet-
ing several short-term assignments. 
Among others, he worked on a video 
project in Central Asia and com-
pleted IT work in Sumatra after the 
2004 tsunami. As staff, he also spent 
three weeks in Haiti after the 2010 
earthquake. While his parents served 
with the organization before he was 
born, it was not until he attended Biola 
that Blomberg considered joining 
MAF as a career. “The more I studied 
the Word, the more I saw God’s own 
passion for missions in desiring to see 
the nations saved and Jesus glorified 
to the ends of the earth,” he said. 
Blomberg earned his aircraft mechan-
ics license from San Bernardino Valley 
College and has a commercial pilot’s 
license with an instrument rating. 
After becoming staff, he attended 
language school in Canada. Blomberg 
grew up in Lesotho and Zaire, where 
his parents served as missionaries. 
“Africa and Congo in particular have 
always held a special place in my 
heart, so being able to come back here 
and carry on the work of my parents is 
a joy,” he said. 
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Jen Jacobs (’03) works with some 
of the most talented people across 
the globe. A talent scout for Nike, 
Jacobs has placed employees from 
Google, Apple and EA Sports into 
positions with the company. “That 
is my opportunity at Nike — to 
hire people who will take this brand 
into the future and position Nike as 
an industry leader in a new space,” 
she said. After graduation, Jacobs 
was hired as the marketing account 
manager at Idea Agency, where she 
worked with nonprofit organizations 
such as Compassion International 
and the Portland Rescue Mission. 
Jacobs was later hired elsewhere as 
a career coach and talent manager, 
working with companies such as  
Columbia Sportswear and Lucy. 
Now at Nike, she is in charge of 
design and marketing recruitment 
for the global brand team. Her 
project for the past two years has 
been building a team to make digital 
wearable devices easily accessible, 
like Nike+, which motivates people 
to exercise. “It is challenging in the 
evolving employment world to hire 
the best,” she said. “There are lots of 
people who are looking for jobs, but 
it’s hard because they aren’t always 
right for the open positions.” Jacobs 
lives in Texas with her husband, 
Mike, and their two children, 
Amelie and Jack. Her passions are 
running, design and photography. 
She also writes and does career 
coaching, offering tips on her blog, 
navigatinggracefully.com. “My best 
piece of career advice: Know your-
self and market yourself to the right 
job, not every job,” Jacobs said.

Inspired by the overwhelming amount of 
heartbreak that is found in the aftermath of 
an abortion, Biola professor of psychology 
Gary Strauss and alumna Linda Stewart (’01) 
have co-authored a resource for healing — the 
book, Grief & Abortion: Creating a Safe Place to 
Heal. The book focuses on the healing process 
of those who have had abortions or have been 
affected by someone who has had an abortion.

The book, part of the Abortion Changes 
You outreach (abortionchangesyou.org), offers 
readers insight on how to help those who have 
been affected by abortion. Co-authored by 

four separate writers, each chapter within the 
book is interconnected, each focusing on what 
it means to heal or to be there for a person who 
is grieving an abortion.

Grief & Abortion targets medical profes-
sionals as well as people whose family or 
friends have had an abortion experience. It 
serves as a guidebook for the outreach website 
and its accompanying resource, Changed: 
Making Sense of Your Own or a Loved One’s 
Abortion Experience by Michaelene Freden-
burg. Both resources are available on Amazon.

– Amy Seed

Cultural Impact Award: Christine Colón 
(’90), writer and an associate professor of 
English at Wheaton College. Colón is the 
author of Joanna Baillie and the Art of Moral 
Influence and co-author of Singled Out: Why 
Celibacy Must Be Reinvented in Today’s 
Church, which won an award of merit in the 
Christianity Today Book Awards in 2010.

Legacy Award: The Cole Family — Howard 
Cole (’64), Brad (’78) and Christy (Mont-
gomery, ’77) Cole, Amy (Cole, ’03) Brown 
and Megan Cole (’06, M.A. ’08). The Coles 
are a family with deep roots at Biola and a 

wide impact on the world: as pastors, educa-
tors, coaches, business people and (in Brad’s 
case) as a Biola trustee. 

Young Alumnus Award: Dan Parris (’08), 
filmmaker and activist. Parris directed and 
edited Give A Damn?, a documentary about 
global poverty which screened at several film 
festivals and won best documentary at the 
Cinema Saint Louis Filmmakers Showcase. 
Parris presents his film at schools and church-
es, speaking about extreme poverty and how 
youth can make a difference.

professor, alumna Team up  
to Help with aftermath of abortion

Meet the 2012 alumni award Winners 
The Biola University Alumni Association handed out its annual awards at 
a special chapel service on Feb. 17, recognizing two individuals and one 
family for their accomplishments and service.
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Shepherd-Combs Wedding Teixeira-Cassaro Wedding

Tumamait-Lopez Wedding Rogalski-Pearsey Wedding

Jocey (Rogalski, ’08) and Nathan Pearsey 
(’05) were married on Sept. 11, 2011, in a 
lakeside wedding at Hume Lake Christian 
Camps. Biolans in the wedding party included 
maid of honor Kirstin Rogalski (’07), best man 
David Pearsey (’10), Rebecca Pearsey (’08), 
Amber (Brady, ’08) Briggs, Keri (Mellis, ’07) 
Lippman and Eric Hann (’06). Nathan and Jo-
cey met on Biola’s mission trip to Swaziland in 
2005. They met again in 2008 at Hume Lake, 
where they both currently work.

Justine Teixeira (’09) and Jason Cassaro were 
married on May 21, 2011, in Santa Maria, Ca-
lif. Jason and Justine honeymooned in Maui. 
They live in Santa Maria where Jason works 
as a welder, and Justine works in the school 
district. They look back fondly on the time that 
Justine spent at Biola; it was such a growing 
and strengthening time for them.

Desiree (Tumamait, ’10) married Victor 
Lopez (’10) on Sept. 9, 2011, at the Sherwood 
Country Club in Thousand Oaks, Calif. They 
were married by Biola professor Jon Lunde.

BirTHS

Kimberly and Todd L. Smith (’91) are proud 
to announce the birth of their first baby girl, 
Kinsley June, born May 25, 2011. She joins 
brothers Noah and Titus. Her aunt Cheri 
(Smith, ’89) Coulter and uncle Jesse Smith 
(’95) also are Biola alumni. Todd works for 

Melissa Keane’s  (’05) call to 
missions led her to Ukraine, where 
she and two other Biola alumnae 
established Open Arms Ukraine in 
2006. Friends and faculty at Biola 
helped Keane see God’s call to min-
istry in her life, which encouraged 
her to go on a missions trip follow-
ing graduation. She volunteered her 
time with the same organization for 
a second summer, and God showed 
her the needs of graduated orphans. 
Working with 100 orphans per year 
in Sumy, Ukraine, Keane and her 
small team of Ukrainians and Ameri-
cans host gospel-centered outreach 
events and minister once a month in 
youth prisons. The team is dedicated, 
making a 19-hour train ride each way 
to spend up to four hours with the 
youth. Keane said Open Arms aims 
to minister in three areas: physically, 
emotionally and spiritually, recog-
nizing that some of the children have 
never known God’s love. “Our faith 
is incorporated to everything we do 
down to just praying before meals, 
which is something these kids have 
never experienced,” she said. One of 
her favorite stories is when she ven-
tured with her team on their first trip 
outside of Sumy. They found a group 
of graduated orphans and asked 
where they might locate the young 
man whose birthday it was. Someone 
directed them to the railroad tracks 
where he was working. They were 
greeted with a huge smile. “We had 
carried a homemade cake,” she said. 
“It was the first time in his life he had 
ever had candles and a cake for his 
birthday. He was 17.”

CalPERS (California Public Employees’ Re-
tirement System) in Sacramento, Calif.

Daniel (’96) and Trixie (Jennewein, ’97) 
Howden are excited to announce the birth 
of their fourth child, Kuyper Churchman. 
Kuyper joined big brother, Thatcher, and big 
sisters Liesl and Cosette on April 28, 2011. The 
Howdens live in Harbor City, Calif., where 
Dan is a chemical engineer for Chevron and 
Trixie is a stay-at-home mom.

Gene and Teresa (Giffen, ’99) Denmark 
welcomed the birth of their second child, 
Colton Campbell Denmark, on Nov. 15, 2011. 
He weighed 9 pounds, 1 ounce and was 21.5 
inches long. Colton joins big sister, Chloe, 
who is now 3 years old.  The Denmarks reside 
in High Point, N.C.

Mike (’99) and Lydia Donley are excited to 
announce the birth of their second son, Owen 
James. He was born Sept. 6, 2011, at 9 pounds, 
8 ounces and 20.25 inches long. He joins his 
big brother, Ethan, 2. Mike and Lydia cur-
rently live in Arizona.

Jason and Michelle (Frey, ’99) Fortin joyfully 
announce the birth of their first child, Kenton 
Albert Fortin, born May 31, 2011. Kenton 
means “of the King’s estate” and he truly is a 
gift from above! The Fortins live in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., where Michelle uses her years of experi-
ence in TV news as media relations manager 
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i grew up in Huntington Beach, 
Calif. I had a lot of time where I 
just used my imagination, playing 
with Legos or G.I. Joe characters, 
and would always be creating 
stories in my head about their 
adventures and things. I think I 
was probably making little mini-
movies in my head. 

in high school, i’d get out of 
assignments in english and 
history classes by doing videos, 
and I just came alive. I was one  
of those weird kids who figured 
out what he wanted to do for the 
rest of his life, which was to  
make movies.

i feel my time at Biola helped 
me with what i’m doing now in 
film. Me and my friends, we made 
a lot of short films, over and over 
again. The school encouraged that 
and gave us access to the equip-
ment to make films. I got to show 
a bunch of my films at chapels, 
which was a lot of fun.

We created the BaB video move-
ment. We did “BABheart” then 
we did “BAB to the Future.” And 
“BAB to the Future” had [former 
President] Clyde Cook as Doc. 

My passion is to tell honest, 
god-honoring, meaningful sto-
ries. And in my opinion, life is a 
mix of pain, of joy, of sadness and 
laughter, and so I think the most 

Kevin Willson (’01) 
Award-winning commercial director

Kevin Willson (’01) has worked his way into the big leagues — of commercials, that is. In February, the 
director’s now-famous “Sling Baby” ad won first place in the 2012 Doritos Crash the Super Bowl contest, 
earning Willson a $1 million prize and an additional directing opportunity with Doritos. The ad — which 
you can watch at magazine.biola.edu — ranked No. 1 on the USA Today/Facebook Super Bowl Ad Meter and 
received “most liked” and “most remembered” honors from Nielsen. For Willson, it was actually his second 
Doritos commercial to air during a Super Bowl. He has entered seven commercials in Doritos’ contest over 
the past three years and was a finalist each year; the memorable “Casket” aired in 2010. Willson has also 
directed documentaries for missionaries and organizations in countries like Thailand, Cyprus and Peru. Will-
son’s documentary on Free Wheelchair Mission received a standing ovation at the White House, and he has 
earned over a dozen directing awards. He recently shared some of his story with Biola Magazine.

honest stories have all of that and 
can be very powerful. I love good 
movies and I feel that’s what I was 
born to do. 

for me, commercials are a 
fantastic way to tell tiny little 
stories and practice the craft and 
become better at it. 

“Sling Baby” is the underdog 
story about how two people could 
not accomplish something on 
their own, but when the grandma 
and the baby team up, they can do 
extraordinary things. 

i asked my visual effects friend, 
“Can you help us make a baby 
fly?” He said, “A baby fly? That’s 
crazy! Do you want to use my 
son?”

When baby Jonah lifted the chip 
up in the air, which was the final 
shot, that was amazing to me 
because you never know — when 
working with a baby or animals 
or kids, you have limited control. 
The fact that baby Jonah was very 
cooperative and a happy baby 
made filming it more enjoyable. 

i’m getting hired by Doritos to 
create another project with the 
Lonely Island guys: Andy Sam-
berg, Akiva Shaeffer and Jorma 
Taccone, who are really nice guys. 
They’re hilarious.

They were at the Super Bowl 
with us, and Andy Samberg gave 
me a hug and he was like, “Dude, 
you guys put together ‘Sling Baby’ 
so well.” 

The fact that it aired on the 
biggest stage in the world to 
over 120 million people and has 
received such great attention and 
is creating more opportunities for 
us I think is fantastic and a huge 
blessing from God.

i’m very grateful to my friends 
and my family. My parents have 
always been very supportive of 
this unstable, weird choice to 
become a filmmaker. And I also 
love how Biola believes it’s essen-
tial that Christians are creating 
quality work in the entertainment 
industry. 

My passion and dream is to cre-
ate mainstream comedic feature 
films that have worldwide appeal 
and emotionally connect with the 
audience, and are films that will 
have eternal significance.

i’m getting signed to a great 
commercial production company 
called HELLO! and Company. 
I’ve been trying to break through 
to the big leagues of commer-
cials for many years. If I was in 
baseball, it’d be like I was playing 
in the minors and now I’ve been 
drafted to the major league.

 onLine eXTra:  
Watch “sling Baby,” 
Willson’s prize-winning 
super Bowl ad, at 
magazine.biola.edu.
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by a family member or be accompanied by a 
photocopy of a published obituary.

Books authored by alumni may be featured 
either in News & Notes or in the Book by 
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for the Alliance Defense Fund — a Christian 
legal ministry that defends the right of people 
to freely live out their faith. Jason works in 
public affairs development at Mayo Clinic.

Jon (’99) and Tammy (Sturm, ’00) Mathis 
were blessed on July 27, 2011, with the birth of 
their son, Josiah Robert Mathis. He was their 
big boy weighing in at 12 pounds, 6 ounces 
and measuring 23 inches long. He is amazingly 
patient and loving, especially with his two big 
sisters, Malena, 5, and Briella, 3. He was born 
in Portland, Ore., where dad works as the dean 
of student services at Multnomah University 
and mom continues to flourish in her career 
as director of domestic development for the 
Mathis home.

Scott and Beth (Gilbreath, ’00) Ott welcomed 
their sweet baby girl, Aspen Kristine, into our 
world on Oct. 4, 2011. Her name was inspired 
by the Colorado aspen trees that are beauti-
ful in every season. She weighed 6 pounds, 7 
ounces and was 19.5 inches long. The family 
lives in Colorado Springs, where Scott works 
as a systems engineer (aka: computer geek), 
and Beth is delighted to stay home with Aspen.

John-Mark (’02) and Madelyn (’96, M.A ’04) 
Warkentin, with thanksgiving and praise, 
announce the birth of their son, Ansel Finn 
Warkentin, born Oct. 10, 2011. Ansel was 
joyfully welcomed by his big sister, Gabriella, 
5, and big brother, Jude, 2. John-Mark is an 
art director and does graphic design for Post 
Agency Advertising in Santa Ana, Calif., and 
Madelyn stays home with the kids and periodi-
cally works as a doula, supporting laboring 
mothers. The Warkentins live in downtown 
Fullerton.

Duke and Liisa (Dietz, ’04) Bishop welcomed 
their first child, Kira Noelle Bishop, on Dec. 6, 
2011. She was born at Cedars Sinai in Beverly 

Hills, weighing 8 pounds, 14 ounces and 
measuring 22 inches long. The Bishops live 
in Playa Vista, Calif., and are enjoying their 
newly expanded family.

Phil (’05) and Mary Gausepohl are blessed to 
announce the birth of their daughter, Saman-
tha Elizabeth. She was born May 24, 2011, 
weighing 6 pounds, 5 ounces and measuring 
19 inches. The family resides in Wildomar, 
Calif. Phil is a local insurance agent at Cal 
Coast Insurance Agency and the baseball 
coach at Calvary Murrieta High School. Mary 
is a physician’s assistant in a family medicine 
practice in the area.

Joshua (’05, M.A. ’11) and Emily 
(Bronleewe, ’00) Pardy proudly announce 
the arrival of their second daughter, Daphne 
Mabel Valentine Pardy, born five days late on 
July 20, 2011, at a whopping 9 pounds, 5 ounc-
es and 21 inches in length. Big sister, Matilda 
Hazel Darling, 2, is thrilled to love on her new 
sister. The Pardys live in Fullerton, Calif. Both 
recently departed their jobs at Biola University 
but stay tied closely to its loving community. 
Josh works as director of admissions and 
marketing at Crean Lutheran High School in 
Irvine. Emily is blessed to stay home, care for 
the girls and blog the wiles of motherhood at 
www.pardymama.com.

Brant (’06) and Rachel (Weaver, ’08) Curtis 
are thrilled to announce the birth of Zoe Lynn 
Curtis, born Nov. 2, 2011, at 9:42 p.m., weigh-
ing 7 pounds, 14 ounces and measuring 20.5 
inches. Brant works as marketing manager for 
Wilbur Curtis, a commercial coffee brewer 
manufacturer, and Rachel is taking a break 
from her office manager role at a pediatrician’s 
office to be a stay-at-home mom. They both 
moved to Utah after graduation for a few years 
as part of a LDS ministry but moved back when 
Brant was asked to join the family business.

Justin (’07) and Kira (Keohen, ’07) Wheeler 
are happy to announce the birth of their first 
son, Greyson Knight Wheeler, born Aug. 14, 
2011. Justin and Kira work with a nonprofit 
called LiNK-Liberty in North Korea (link-
global.org).

BJ and Kathryn (Taber, ’08) Strote are excited 
to announce the birth of their first child, Levi 
James. Born June 25, 2011, he was 6 pounds, 
15 ounces and 20 inches long. BJ is involved in 
program and production for large events at the 
Hyatt Regency Chicago, and Kat is delighted 
to be able to stay home with Levi.

DeaTHS

Ethel Emily Wallis (’38) passed away on Dec. 
14, 2011. She was 96. Wallis was a linguist 
who was passionate about getting the Bible 
into more languages. Over the course of her 
lifetime, she did both Bible translation and 
literacy work serving languages in Mexico and 
Eastern Europe. She was also instrumental in 
helping to open the doors to linguistic work 
in Southeast Asia. She wrote many books and 
more than 25 articles for professional journals 
describing the linguistic characteristics of 
the languages she studied. She co-authored 
Two Thousand Tongues to Go, the first book 
written about Wycliffe Bible Translators, and 
wrote eight more books including Dayuma: 
Life Under Waorani Spears, Tarir: My Story, 
Otomi Shepherdess, God Speaks Navajo, Aucas 
Downriver: Dayuma’s Story Today, and The 
Cakchiquel Album. “Ethel loved Biola, and 
Biola can be so proud of this graduate and the 
legacy she leaves for the Kingdom,” said Kathy 
Sands of Biola’s Cook School of Intercultural 
Studies, a former colleague and friend. “Many 
are in the kingdom today because of Ethel.” 

 James H. Terry (’64, M.Div. ’67, Th.M.  ’72) 
died Aug. 5, 2011, in Rhode Island. He was the 
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Memory Lane

Long before the Talon became the 
“grab and go” destination of choice 
for quick-but-nutritious snacks 
between class, Biola students could 
enjoy a piece of fresh(ish) chilled 
fruit simply by dropping a quarter 
in the “Fruit-o-Matic” machines on 
campus. In the 1950s and 60s, ma-
chines like this — touted as “a fully 
automatic fresh fruit merchandiser” 
— helped keep the doctor away for 
many an apple fan, including the 
Biola students pictured here.
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talbot School of theology

A biblically centered seminary at Biola University that 
prepares you to serve God and join in His mission in the world

husband of June Lewers Terry for 25 splendid 
years, sharing a depth of mutual respect and 
affection. From 1975 to 1980, he worked as 
the registrar and director of admissions for 
Talbot Theological Seminary. Jim and June met 
when they were both teaching New Testament 
Greek at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 
Illinois. Jim was registrar there throughout the 
’80s and earned a Ph.D. from Trinity in 1992. 
Jim died one week after his 70th birthday of an 
overwhelming pancreatitis (cause unknown). 
He served on faculties and administrations of 
colleges and seminaries in the United States 
and Canada prior to 14 years as Salve Regina 
University’s registrar, a role in which he had a 
remarkable ministry to people of many faith 
traditions and nations. An unassuming person, 
he kept his education in the background. He 
valued relationships over reputation, was moti-
vated by serving others, and worked to balance 
mercy with justice. Friends recall his mix of 
strength with gentleness; his ability to take God 
and others seriously while laughing lightly at 
himself; his musical gifts as a bass in the church 
choir; his gift in reading Scripture for the con-
gregation; and his compassionate living out of 
the Christian faith. 

Ruth Allyne Spradley (’75, M.A. ’06, Th.M. 
’08) died Jan. 8, 2012 at the age of 61. She was 
born in Pasadena, Calif., to David and Georgia 
Spradley on Dec. 18, 1950. At the age of 3, Ruth 
was diagnosed with cancer. After nine months 
of treatment, she was cancer free. Growing 
up, she enjoyed sports, particularly baseball. 
She was also a fan of the UCLA Bruins and 
the Dodgers. She was recruited to play softball 
and basketball at Biola and after a few months 
was positioned as the starting point guard. 
She began to suffer health challenges during 
college that would continue for the rest of her 
life. While her dream of serving as a missionary 
fell through because of health, she shared the 
gospel through teaching. She taught physical 
education at West Covina Christian School for 
two years before she went on to lead Bible stud-
ies for women. She wrote Bible studies on Ruth, 
Philippians, Colossians and 2 Corinthians in 
the late ’80s. Though it was never published, 
she also wrote a book, The Eternal Life of Christ. 
Ruth attended Talbot School of Theology and 
received her Master of Arts in 2006 and a Mas-
ter of Theology in 2008. From 2008 to 2010, 
Ruth taught as an adjunct professor of New 
Testament Greek at Talbot. 

Steve Bridges (’86), best known for his spot-on 
impersonations of President George W. Bush, 
died on March 3, 2012, at the age of 48. Bridges 
appeared as a regular on The Tonight Show With 
Jay Leno and also appeared on The Early Show, 
Good Morning America and Hannity & Colmes, 
among others. He met George W. Bush at the 
White House in 2003 and performed at the 
White House Correspondents’ Association 
dinner in 2006. Bridges also impersonated 
other public figures like President Bill Clinton 
and California Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger. Bridges performed at a Biola Legacy Gala 
at the Nixon Library in 2007 impersonating 
President Bush and had remained close to Biola 
throughout his career. A celebration of his life 
was held at Biola University’s Sutherland Hall 
on March 17.
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The easiest Way to Memorize the Bible

The Last Word features posts from the Talbot school of Theology faculty blog, The good Book Blog (thegoodbookblog.com). 
This column was first published on Jan. 28, 2012. 

Ken Berding (M.A. ’96) is a professor of new Testament at Talbot school of Theology and the author of several books, most 
recently Walking in the Spirit (Crossway, 2011). he holds a Ph.D. in hermeneutics and biblical interpretation from Westminster 
Theological seminary in Philadelphia.

One of my professors in college was really 
old. I can hear everyone asking: “How 

old was he?” (No, his social security number 
wasn’t 7 ....) Let’s put it this way: He was the 
founder of the college at which I was study-
ing (Multnomah in Portland, Ore.), and the 
school was celebrating the half-century mark 
of its founding while I was there! In fact, Dr. 
John Mitchell was over the age of 90 when he 
taught the two classes I took from him. He 
continued to teach well into his mid-90s.

Not surprisingly, he was getting forgetful 
about some things by the time I had him as a 
teacher, but what he definitely was not forget-
ting were the Bible verses he had memorized. 
His ability to recall Bible verses was astound-
ing. I do not know this for a fact, but I would 
guess that he had all of the New Testament 
and large sections of the Old Testament com-
mitted to memory. All of his students were 
profoundly impacted by his immersion in the 
Scriptures.

I only had one opportunity to sit and talk 
with him while I was a student. I had a single 
question to ask him that day: “How did you 
come to memorize so much of the Bible?” 
He answered, “Well, I never really tried to 
memorize.” (Oh no, I thought, this isn’t going 
to be very helpful ….) “But before I prepare 
to preach a series of sermons on a book of the 
Bible, I first read it out loud 50 times before 
preaching it.” (OK, this might be helpful.) 
“Since I preached a lot in my younger years,” 
(… now that is an understatement; read his 
biography!) “I had lots of opportunities to read 
passages over and over again.”

Dr. Mitchell’s comments that day were 
a helpful turning point for me in my own 
commitment to memorize the Scriptures. I 
had already tackled some large chunks of the 
Bible and committed them to memory, but the 
process of getting there had been rather pain-

ful. Rote memory (“look at the verse, cover 
it with your hand, look into the air and try to 
quote it by memory, uncover the verse with 
your hand to see what you missed, fix whatever 
mistakes you made, try again”) was hard work, 
and the results were not always satisfying from 
a long-term, remember-what-you-memorized 
standpoint.

After that single conversation with Dr. 
Mitchell, I changed tactics. From then on, 
before traveling down the “rote road,” I would 
read the passage I wanted to memorize 50 
times out loud with great emphasis. Then — 
and only then — I would try the rote method. 
I learned three things by doing it this way: 
1. I discovered that I had already memorized 

most of the passage I was trying to learn 
before I ever really started to try to memo-
rize it.

2. I found out that the process of reading a 
passage over and over again in-and-of-
itself became a wonderful means of God 
working his grace in my life. I wasn’t just 
learning words, I was thinking about where 
the passage was going. God used it to help 
me understand the passage better, to think 
about its implications in my life, and to 
impact my actions and affections.

3. I discovered that this process helped 
immensely in holding in my long-term 
memory the passages I had memorized. It 
is a far better process for retention.
So, why don’t you try it yourself? Here is a 

summary of the process.
Step 1: Begin by selecting a passage of 

Scripture that takes approximately 
15 minutes to read out loud. Here 
is a short list of New Testament 
passages that would fall into this cat-
egory that also would probably yield 
you a lot of personal spiritual fruit: 
Matthew 5-7; John 14-17; Romans 

6-8; Philippians (all); Colossians 
(all); 2 Timothy (all); Hebrew 11-13; 
James (all); 1 Peter (all); 1 John 
(though this one is tough because of 
how cyclical it is).

Step 2: Read your passage through once 
or twice a day aloud. Keep track of 
how many times you have read it 
through.

Step 3: Once you have read it aloud 50 
times, then try to rote memorize it. 
Keep working on it faithfully until 
you can get through the entire pas-
sage by memory.

Step 4: Quote through it at least 25 times 
without looking to fix it in your 
memory. An additional step you can 
take that would ease the process 
would be to read your passage onto a 
digital recorder and listen to it when-
ever you can as you drive, walk, cook 
or wait for something. Your own 
recorded voice will work a little bet-
ter than someone else’s voice, since 
it will match the intonation of your 
daily oral readings, but you can use a 
prerecorded section if you prefer.

I’ll close with this thought: If you started 
today, read aloud through Philippians once a 
day for 50 days, spent the following 15 days 
doing the rote-memory thing, reviewed for 
another 25 days, you could have all of Philip-
pians memorized in three or four months by 
only spending a relatively painless 15 minutes 
a day doing it. Wouldn’t that be amazing?!



40

University Communications and Marketing 
13800 Biola Avenue, La Mirada, CA 90639-0001

cHange Service reQueSTeD

Videos cover such topics as:
•	Gift annuities that could increase 

your income 
•	Charitable giving options that could 

lower your taxes
•	An introduction to wills and trusts 

for the average family

To conTacT The office of Planned GiVinG, VisiT www.biola.edu/PlannedGiVinG or call 800.445.4749

Watch the videos today at www.biola.edu/mlpvideos.

someTimes PlanninG for your financial  
fuTure can seem so oVerwhelminG. 

But now Biola’s Office of Planned Giving has made it easier — by creating a new video  
series that will educate you and your family on some of the basics of estate planning.


