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The

circle is 
growing
For more than 30 years, members of Biola’s President’s 
Circle have prayed for Biola and provided scholarship 
support to students who are most in need.

President’s Circle members have always included alumni, 
parents, friends and organizations that care about Biola’s 
mission of biblically centered education.

Over the past 12 months, a new group of President’s 
Circle members have joined to pray and support student 
scholarships: our current students.  Giving sacrificially, 
they want to make a difference in the lives of their fellow 
students and connect with others who are committed to 
supporting the mission of Biola. 

Join today at biola.edu/PC 

are you a President’s CirCle member?
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Saint Lewis

C.S. Lewis died 50 years ago this November, and if this is the first time you’ve been 
made aware of that fact, it probably won’t be the last. The coming anniversary of 
Lewis’ death means that we’re all likely to see his name more frequently than usual 
in the months ahead — which, if you’re like most American evangelicals, is already 
quite frequently.

And for good reason, of course. Lewis, who has been called the “patron saint 
of evangelicals” (despite not aligning entirely with evangelical doctrine), was 
among the most versatile and influential writers of the 20th century — Christian 
or otherwise. In his imaginative novels, he transported us to such worlds as Narnia 
and Perelandra. In his nonfiction books, he defended mere Christianity, warned of 
the abolition of man and explored the problem of pain. In his literary criticism, his 
essays, his poetry and his thoughtful personal letters, he modeled faith, scholarship 
and creativity. And in all of his writings, his ability to communicate significant 
truths in pithy, unexpected ways left us with hundreds of well-worn quotes that still 
consistently find their way into sermons, articles and Twitter feeds.

Serendipitously enough, the coming Lewis anniversary coincides nicely with the 
arrival of one of the world’s foremost Lewis experts, Christopher Mitchell, to Biola’s 
faculty — giving Biola Magazine the perfect opportunity to look at Lewis’ legacy. 
Mitchell, the former director of the Marion E. Wade Center at Wheaton College and 
the newest professor in Biola’s Torrey Honors Institute, graciously agreed to write 
the lead article in this issue’s Lewis-themed cover package, in which he examines the 
qualities that made the author such a remarkable Christian communicator. 

We’re equally fortunate to have a contribution from another leading Lewis 
expert, alumnus Jerry Root, a Wheaton professor who teaches an excellent class 
on Lewis’ theology at Biola each summer. Root gives us four explanations for why 
Lewis has remained so popular over the decades, and also curates some of his all-
time favorite Lewis quotes as a bonus. We’re also thankful to have alumnus Matthew 
Lee Anderson offer his first-person account of what it’s like to live at Lewis’ Oxford 
home, The Kilns, and to have several Biola faculty members reflect on their favorite 
Lewis books. (Some ideas for your summer reading list, perhaps?)

In all this, we hope not merely to honor Lewis, but to learn from his example as 
someone who took seriously and communicated winsomely the truth that Jesus is 
Lord of all. As he famously wrote in “Is Theology Poetry?”: “I believe in Christianity 
as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it, but because by it I see 
everything else.”

Jason Newell (‘02) 
Editor
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SPRING 13

MORE REASONS WE LOVE BIOLA
Editor’s Note: At the end of our “105 Reasons 
We Love Biola” feature (Spring 2013), we 
invited readers to tell us what we missed. Below 
are just some of the responses we received.

You forgot the amazingly comfortable 
couches in the top level of the new Talbot 
building! They’re hidden super well, so 
whenever I go to study/take a nap there’s 
never anyone up there.

Havilah Joy Steinman (’12)
  Oceanside, Calif.

Any alumnus who lived downtown would 
have included: the Church of the Open Door; 
Jerry’s Juice Bar, just around the corner on 
Sixth Street; and Cooper’s Donuts, around 
10th and Olive. These places were icons to 
the students living in the hotels downtown 
and they were frequented often and were part 
of the Biola experience.

George Christian (’60)
Garden Grove, Calif.

Item 1: Biola Forensics Team (Speech and 
Debate Team). First organized as a debate 
squad in 1955, the Biola Forensics Team 
debated local Los Angeles teams with 

coach Dr. J. Richard Chase, long before he 
would become Biola’s president. The team 
grew to more than 25 members during the 
most successful period (1974–1994), a 
20-year period coached by Dr. Todd Lewis. 
During that time, Biola won more than 
3,500 individual and team awards locally, 
regionally and nationally. Continuing the 
58-year legacy of excellence, current coach 
Dan Elliott encourages our students from a 
variety of majors to debate as well as use their 
oratorical skills in local, regional and national 
tournaments (including the Christian College 
National Tournament). Since 1955, Biola’s 
award-winning Forensics Team has won more 
than 5,000 awards.

Item 2: Biola’s Theatre and Drama Program. 
Tracing its origins back to the early 1960s, 
Biola Drama began as an evangelistic outreach, 
particularly with an adapted script that was 
performed on a portable stage. The drama 
piece “Revolt at the Portals” toured open-air 
areas in the United States, but particularly 
in the Philippines, under the direction of Dr. 
Clyde Cook, long before he became president 
of Biola. Biola Drama began regular theatrical 
productions on campus during the 1970s with 
directors Steve Terrell (who went on to found 
San Diego’s Lamb’s Players Theatre), Bobbie 
Valentine, Melodie Narramore, John Cochrane, 
Barry Cavin and the current directors Kate 
Brandon and Forrest Robinson. Biola has two 
to three campus productions per year and 
upwards of 600 to 700 people attend a show 
each semester.

Todd V. Lewis (’72)
Chair/Professor, Department of 

Communication Studies
Biola University

DONKEY BASKETBALL

You show Richard Chase on a donkey on 
page 25. I was the “captain” of our team. We 
never lost a game because I learned to stand 
a few steps closer to a basket, and learned to 
hold the ball in front of the donkey’s face. 
He instantly went to the near basket, and the 
rider made two points. The final score was 
22 to 4. I never shared this clue at the time. 
Cuddling the ball doesn’t make a game. Poor 
guy; just look at his face. I mean Richard, not 
the donkey.

Duane Kusler (’53)
College Place, Wash.

CORRECTION
Due to an editing error, the wrong website 
was listed for illustrator Jesse Greenwood on 
the “Biolans Up Close” page of the Spring 
2013 issue. His correct (and well-worth-
checking-out) website is jessegreenwood.com. 
Biola Magazine regrets the mistake.
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Glowing Gospel
Nearly 80 years after Biola first installed a neon “Jesus Saves” sign atop 
its original downtown Los Angeles building, the message is once again 
glowing brightly over the campus. This spring, the university flipped 
the switch on a new built-to-scale replica, commissioned after years of 
unsuccessfully seeking to purchase one of the famed original signs. The 
installation on the side of the new parking structure — which includes 
a large mesh photograph of Biola’s original building — was unveiled 
during commencement on May 24.
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How Should We Then Learn? 
Biola’s Response to the Digital Revolution

Barry H. Corey is the eighth president of Biola University. Visit his office online at www.biola.edu/president,
on Facebook at facebook.com/presidentcorey and on Twitter at twitter.com/presidentcorey.

If you asked me what course had a significant 
impact on my undergraduate education, I 
would tell you about the one taught by Profes-
sor Twila Edwards, a biblical scholar who 
also taught “Age of Milton.” It was a seminar 
course, with a dozen of us sitting around a con-
ference table. The teaching was wonderfully 
integrative, characterized by spirited conver-
sation, volleyed opinions, provocative learning 
and serendipitous moments of worship, all un-
der the orchestration of a true master teacher 
passionate about her subject. 

That real-time seminar happened face-
to-face, complete with eye contact, body lan-
guage, interruptions, laughter, elbow nudges 
and those collective “aha” moments. When 
each class ended, the conversations didn’t. We 
carried them in small pods to residence halls 
or the cafeteria. To me, that was how a class 
was supposed to be.

If you told me this same quality of learning 
can occur in front of a laptop while sitting 
alone at a kitchen counter in Montana, I’d say 
you don’t know what you’re talking about. The 
ideals of a classical model of education are best 
realized in the time-honored tutorial style 
— small groups of students mentored by well-
educated professors who know their discipline 
and their students, who teach masterfully and 
who model servanthood as they mentor.

So here’s the question in light of more and 
more college students taking courses online: 
Can we at Biola use technology to educate stu-
dents better while at the same time respecting 
the role and the time of our faculty? 

I’ve personally had some ambiguity an-
swering that question, swayed sometimes by 
the data and momentum underway in higher 
education and swayed other times by preserv-
ing the integrity of community-based learning 
the old-fashioned way. I neither want Biola 
to be left behind because we’ve ignored the 
reality of higher education’s many disruptive 
changes nor do I want us to be quick to mimic 
others and in so doing cheapen who we are.

Higher education changes are underway 

unlike previous decades. No matter how I 
feel about the historical virtues of college, the 
classical, residential, tutorial college model is 
making room for other options. 

As we anticipate where we should innovate 
at Biola, I come back to my question: Can we 
use technology to educate students better 
while at the same time respecting the role and 
the time of our faculty? Must change come at 
the expense of a classical model, and must it 
forgo the virtues inherent in Biola’s culture? 
These virtues define us: Christlike formation, 
faculty mentoring, character development, 
thoughtful and biblical integration and the 
nurturing of a servant leader. Without these, 
Biola goes limp.

Though I’m confident that the traditional 
residential campus will continue strong for 
decades to come, re-envisioning the learn-
ing models and the role of technology for 
non-traditional and traditional students 
must become for us a way of life. Biola will 
be a leader and not a follower, not copying 
others but reimagining the delivery of our 
best educational offerings. We need to move 
forward with the highest quality and the most 
engaging material.

The good news is that we have made some 
big strides recently. Among other things, 
we’ve adopted a well-formed University Plan 
(biola.edu/plan) to guide the next 10 years, 
we launched Open Biola (open.biola.edu) as 
a site for free educational content, and we are 
designing and launching new courses and 
programs that utilize emerging learning tech-
nology.  We are doing this without compro-
mising the qualities long inherent to a Biola 
education, and we are doing this to address the 
challenges of accessibility and affordability.

You can read online in the coming months 
how we’ll be taking some bold steps to make 
the best of Biola available to stellar students 
who may not be able to afford a traditional 
college education or to make the best of our 
education available for those who can’t come 
to our campuses.

Anything Biola does online is neither to 
be trendy nor simply to look for new revenue 
sources. My concern is that we continue to 
build a university that is sustainable and 
is true to our mission. We need leadership 
capacity in the administration and among the 
faculty to sustain our future as it relates to 
digital learning. We have begun in new ways 
to nurture the spirit of innovation on this 
campus, imagining ways to continue to build 
our excellence with efficiency. To maintain 
the Biola quality that is uniquely ours, the 
ideal non-traditional learning environment 
into the foreseeable future will demand face 
time between faculty and students rather than 
online alone. 

We are taking new steps now to lead to a 
stronger future tomorrow. The best days for 
Biola, as former President Clyde Cook remind-
ed me the week before I assumed this role six 
years ago, are indeed still before us. May we 
move forward with the strength of conviction 
and the capacity for courage.
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Sprawling lawns, eternally leafy trees and 
hordes of wide-eyed freshman are not the 
only things “green” on campus these days. 
Increasing efforts to make Biola a leader in the 
stewardship of God’s creation have landed the 
university on a list of the “greenest” colleges in 
the United States and Canada.

Biola is one of the 322 “most 
environmentally responsible” colleges 
featured in The Princeton Review’s newly 
released “Guide to 322 Green Colleges: 
2013 Edition.” Published on April 16 in 
advance of Earth Day, the guide recognizes 
Biola as a university that has “demonstrated 
a notable commitment to sustainability” 
through initiatives ranging from commuter 
and carpool incentives to vegetarian dining 
options and an environmental science major.

 “Biola is accelerating toward a highly 
sustainable university life, with both students 
and administration participating in securing a 
green future for the campus,” according to the 
guide’s profile of Biola’s green efforts.

In selecting Biola, the organization took 
note of the university’s commitment to 
clean power through its cogeneration plant, 
recycling stations, and WeCar and shuttle 
service options to minimize single-driver 
transportation. The guide also mentioned 
Biola’s student-run environmental club and 
Creation Stewardship Committee, which 
reviews and assesses environmental measures 
on campus and makes recommendations to 
the administration.

The Princeton Review selected schools 
for the guide based on a 50-question survey 

conducted 
in 2012 of 
administrators 
at hundreds of 
four-year colleges 
and universities. 
The organization 
analyzed data 
about course 
offerings, campus 
infrastructure, 

activities and career preparation to measure 
schools’ commitment to the environment 
and sustainability. 

Biola was the only evangelical university in 
California to be included on the list. 

“Biola has made a commitment to operate 
in ways that demonstrate good and faithful 
stewardship of God’s creation as well as the 
financial resources that have been entrusted to 
us,” said Brian Phillips, Biola’s senior director 
of facilities management. “It was a real 
encouragement to learn that the university has 
been acknowledged by The Princeton Review 
for efforts in this important area.”

The 215-page guide is the only free 
comprehensive resource of its kind. Featuring 
a variety of data on each profiled school’s 
sustainability initiatives, the guide can be 
downloaded at www.princetonreview.com/
green-guide.

– Brett McCracken

'Green Facts' 
About Biola

Biola Makes National 'Green' List 
Princeton Review includes Biola on list of most environmentally 
friendly colleges

ONLINE EXTRA:  
Watch Biola’s “Ask the Experts: Energy and the Environment” video series 
on open.biola.edu and read Biola Magazine’s Fall 2008 article “The Greening 
of Evangelicals" at magazine.biola.edu.

Available 
transportation 
alternatives:
free shuttle 
service, car share

Waste-
diversion 
rate: 

Environmental 
studies degree 
available: 
Yes

20%

60%

60%
of school cleaning 
products are green 
certified

of meals offered 
on campus  have 
completely 
vegetarian options

of school energy 
comes from renewable 
resources

85% 

(as cited in The Princeton Review guide)
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At evangelical institutions like Biola, there’s a 
lot of passion to share the gospel and make dis-
ciples across the globe. But what if the people 
we’re trying to share the gospel with can’t read? 
Literacy and education are crucial for effective 
evangelism and discipleship, and Biola’s School 
of Education is doing something about it. 

As part of Aspiration 6 of Biola’s University 
Plan (biola.edu/plan) — which states that 
over the next decade the university will strive 
to make its educational resources accessible 
throughout the world through such efforts as 
curriculum development and strategic partner-
ships — the School of Education has dispatched 
faculty teams to places like Burundi, Cambodia 
and Lebanon. 

“When we are asked to help out, as we have 
been by these countries, we go as an overflow-
ing of what God has done in our lives,” said 
Tim Stranske, assistant dean of the School 
of Education. “God has blessed us with these 

resources in the United States and so when 
we’re asked, I think that we need to do as much 
as we can to help.” 

Burundi
In 2008, Burundi’s evangelical president, 

Pierre Nkrunziza, asked the International 
Christian Chamber of Commerce for help in 
improving schools in his nation, where literacy 
is low and only about 30 percent of students 
pass the exams that allow them to continue 
past the sixth grade. 

Biola University was suggested and the 
School of Education soon became involved, 

sending professors Stranske and Fred Ramirez 
to Burundi in 2009 to begin work in conceiv-
ing and implementing curriculum to train 
teachers and improve literacy efforts in the 
nation’s primary schools. 

Four years and eight trips to Burundi later, 
Stranske and his team from the School of Edu-
cation are seeing their work bear fruit in the 
developing African nation, where education is 
just one of the areas in recovery after decades 
of civil war and genocide. DVD curriculum 
developed by Biola but filmed in Burundi with 
local teachers is now being used in more than 
50 schools across the country. With Biola’s 
curriculum, students and teachers across Bu-
rundi are creating new books to fill the largely 
empty shelves in classrooms where books are 
necessary to help students learn how to read. 

“Our goal is to provide them with tools that 
can be usable in the future, and we can eventu-
ally fade to the back,” said Stranske, who since 
the project began has been asked by Tanzania, 
Congo, Kenya, Nigeria and Liberia to develop 
similar DVD materials.

Stranske, whose work in Burundi was 
recently featured in an article in Christianity 
Today, hopes to continue the partnership with 
Burundi’s schools, in hopes of creating models 
for long-term, sustainable literacy develop-
ment in Africa. 

“If you don’t know how to read, it’s a whole 
lot harder to read the Bible and make it your 
own,” said Stranske. “Literacy is foundational 
to evangelism. It’s central to having a church 
that can study the Bible and be self-sustaining.” 

Cambodia
In January, the School of Education sent 

professors Dennis Eastman and Carolyn Bishop, 
along with alumna Carly Bedard (M.A. ’10), to 
Cambodia to train expatriate and Khmer teach-
ers, in partnership with Asian Hope, a Christian 
nonprofit serving the children of Cambodia. 

Among the devastating effects of the Khmer 
Rouge and subsequent civil war in the 1970s and 
’80s, Cambodia’s education system was left in 
shambles and is still struggling to recover, East-
man said.

“The teaching profession used to be very es-
teemed [in Cambodia],” he said. “But now these 

teachers are not highly respected 
and are not paid well. Many only 
have a high school education.”

Biola’s team came in to as-
sist Asian Hope in providing 
inservice training for teachers at 
its three schools in Phnom Penh: 

School of Education 
Goes Global 
Faculty offer resources and training to schools 
in Burundi, Cambodia and Lebanon

Professors Eastman, Bishop, LaBarbera and Ramirez in Lebanon

Tim Stranske in Burundi

Eastman, Bedard and Bishop in Cambodia.
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Moses, according to the biblical book of 
Numbers, was more humble than any other 
person on the face of the earth. But for the 
rest of us, how can we know — aside from 
divine declaration — where we rank on the 
humility scale?

That’s one of the basic questions behind a 
major new research effort being led by Biola 
professor Peter Hill, who said humility is 
both a fertile and difficult topic for psychol-
ogy research, partly because it has been so 
challenging to measure.

“If I ask you, “How 
humble are you?” and 
you really are humble, 
how are you going to 
answer that?” said Hill, a 
professor at Biola’s Rose-
mead School of Psychol-
ogy. “That creates a little 
bit of a dilemma. How 
do we measure humility? 
Can truly humble people 
self report that they are 
humble?”

In June, Hill and 
a team of professors 
from across the nation 
launched a three-year 
research project aimed 
at finding valid and 
reliable ways to measure 
humility — intellectual 
humility, in particular. 
Funded by a $1.5 million grant from The 
John Templeton Foundation, the research 
will involve four separate studies at Biola, 
Baylor University, Duke University and State 
University of New York at Buffalo. As prin-
ciple investigator for the overall project, Hill 
is overseeing each professor’s work, while 
also conducting his own study at Biola.

Each project will explore a different set of 
approaches for measuring and understand-
ing intellectual humility, Hill said. For his 
particular piece of the research, Hill plans 
to develop a series of multidimensional tests 
that measure both the general humility and 
intellectual humility of participants, allow-
ing researchers to examine correlations and 
differences between the two.

General humility, Hill said, involves 
having an honest perspective of one’s own 

limitations and strengths and having a low 
concern with status. Intellectual humility, 
meanwhile, relates more specifically to ac-
knowledging the limitations of one’s beliefs 
or knowledge levels, he said.

“The idea is that intellectual humility is 
probably a subset of humility in general, but 
we don’t know that,” he said. “Somebody 
could be pretty humble overall but not in the 
intellectual realm, or vice versa, so we want 
to explore that.”

The Templeton 
Foundation grant will 
allow two years to be 
spent conducting, ana-
lyzing and collaborat-
ing on research. A third 
year will be spent dis-
seminating the results, 
with Hill and others 
writing for publications 
and offering educa-
tional seminars around 
the country. 

When finished, 
Hill said the research 
could have a number of 
practical applications. 
One use might be for 
pastors who want to 
assess themselves or 
their churches in terms 
of how well they are 
living out the biblical 

call to be humble. The measurement being 
developed at SUNY, which involves compar-
ing people’s self-reported humility scores 
against the scores given by others, could be 
a particularly interesting experiment for 
churches, he said.

“Sometimes I think Christians get a 
rap — either a bum rap or we deserve it, 
I don’t know — that we talk about being 
humble but we don’t come across as being 
very humble,” Hill said. “What if a church 
was willing to put their reputation on the 
line with people in the community, where 
everybody asks their friends at work to 
complete this measure about themselves? 
How would we come out?”

– Jason Newell

A $1.5 Million Question 
Biola professor leads new research into how to measure humility

Logos International School, Asian Hope 
International School, and KC International 
School. Over the course of nine days, 
Eastman, Bishop and Bedard worked in 
classrooms ranging from pre-K to grade 12, 
using translators at times to help overcome 
significant language barriers.

“Khmer is a very agrarian, descriptive 
language,” said Eastman. “If I said ‘good 
morning,’ my translator would take four or 
five seconds describing what a good morning 
is. Imagine trying to communicate a word 
like ‘pedagogy!’”

Lebanon
On April 22, professors Eastman, Bishop 

and Robin LaBarbera were invited to Beirut, 
Lebanon, to participate in activities sur-
rounding the nation’s first-ever National Day 
for Students with Learning Difficulties. 

Biola’s School of Education faculty were 
specifically sought out and invited to assist 
in inservice training and consulting to 
hundreds of teachers at Lebanese schools, in-
cluding fundamentalist conservative Shi’ite 
Muslim schools. 

Alongside Lebanon’s Ministry of Educa-
tion and nonprofit Smart Kids with Indi-
vidual Learning Differences (SKILD), Biola’s 
team helped bring greater awareness about 
special education to a nation that has — like 
much of the world — historically had very 
little educational resources for students with 
learning disabilities. 

Eastman hopes that more opportuni-
ties and invitations like this will allow Biola 
faculty to “go into all the world” and share 
the love of Christ by serving educators and 
students globally. 

“Education opens doors,” said Eastman, 
recalling recent trips he took with Ramirez to 
Austria, Hungary and Romania. “I’m stand-
ing in these former communist countries 
talking about education and Jesus Christ. 
Education is a vehicle. But it’s still all about 
the king.”

– Brett McCracken

Eastman, Bedard and Bishop in Cambodia.

“People tend to associate 
humility with the Uriah 
Heep character out of 
Charles Dickens’ novel: 
slump-shouldered, 
tail between your legs, 
‘woe is me, worm is I’ 
theology. True humility 
is about recognizing 
your limits, but it’s also 
about recognizing your 
strengths. It’s an accurate 
self-assessment.”

– Peter Hill
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A look inside an interesting class  
offered at Biola this semester

COURSE TITLE 
LEDU 380: Children’s Literature

INSTRUCTOR 
Claire Sibold

DESCRIPTION 
Students will learn how to 
effectively incorporate children’s 
books into multicultural 
classrooms. Each required 
reading focuses on a different 
topic — racism, friendships 
and immigration. Students not 
only discuss each book but also 
learn how values and a Christian 
worldview are integrated in 
character development.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
• Maniac Magee 
 by Jerry Spinelli
• Coolies 
 by Yin and Chris Soentpiet
• Number the Stars 
 by Lois Lowry

SAMPLE ASSIGNMENTS
• Read folk literature to analyze 

Cinderella tales from several 
different cultures.

• Design brochures for 
parents that include: a list 
of recommended books; 
biographies of the authors; quick 
tips for parents reading with 
their children; and a list of online 
resources for parents.

Meet the Ruby 
Award Winners

The Priscilla Ruby Award for 
Teaching & Mentoring

La Verne Tolbert (Ph.D. ’96)
President of Teaching Like Jesus Ministries
“I accept this award on behalf of the children 
who are being raised in foster care. A few 
weeks ago I met a young lady who ... said, ‘I 
wish someone had told me, when I was in 
foster care, that I was precious. I wish someone 
had told me that I was fearfully and wonder-
fully made.’ She found out later, but for those 
of us who can pick up children and bring them 
to church as we can do through [our program] 
Covenants for Kids, it’s a blessing for these 
children.”

The Deborah Ruby Award for 
Leadership & Wisdom

Janine (Marderian, ’13) Nichols
2011–12 Associated Students President
“Over the last four years I have felt unbeliev-
ably blessed by the Biola community. The 
people here, at all levels, have poured so much 
into me. … I came [to Biola] expecting a great 
education from the Torrey program and I have 
not been disappointed, but I have received so 
much more than that. … The love and care 
that I have received here has been an unbeliev-
able blessing to me.”

Biola honored four women with Ruby 
Awards during a special luncheon for 
Women’s History Month on March 20. The 
awards ceremony, now in its sixth year, 
honors Biola-affiliated women who model 
godly character. Above, from the left, are 
Janine Nichols, Nancy Fernandez, Virginia 
Moats and La Verne Tolbert.

The Esther Ruby Award for 
Obedience & Servanthood

Nancy Fernandez
Biola Custodian
“For a long time, starting eight or nine months 
ago, I have been praying to God, asking him, 
‘What is my gift for your kingdom?’ When I 
got a call from President Corey’s office [about 
this award], that was when God answered my 
prayer, because I found out my gift of service 
to God, service to other people and service to 
students. Now I know God uses my service to 
bless students and others.” 

Anna Horton Ruby Award 
for Lifetime Commitment & 
Service

Virginia Moats
Biola friend and supporter 
“We just have enjoyed the students so much. 
We didn’t have children, and so we loved all 
ages of kids, and we just loved the teenagers 
that were going to Biola. … I’m so happy each 
time I get a note from one of them, which I 
answer, and I thank the Lord for Biola. It’s 
a wonderful place and I’ve had so much joy 
being a tiny part of it.” 

ONLINE EXTRA:  
Watch the video of the 
Sixth Annual Ruby Awards 
at magazine.biola.edu.
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Get to Know 
Allen Yeh, cultural 
connoisseur and world-
traveling missiologist

Baseball Fan 
One of Yeh’s goals is to attend a game at all 
30 of the Major League Baseball stadiums. 
So far he’s visited 27 fields, and he plans to 
visit the last three stadiums this summer. 
His passion for the game is an offshoot of his 
his love for statistics, trivia and history. The 
sport’s multicultural aspect is also a draw. 
“You’ve got black, white, Asian, Hispanic,” he 
said. “Everyone can play baseball — that’s 
what I love about it.” 

Marathon Runner  
“I want to run a marathon on every continent,” Yeh said. 
So far, he’s run five marathons in California and this 
summer he plans to run the Rio De Janeiro Marathon. 
Ultimately, his goal is to run the World Marathon Majors. If 
he completes all six marathons — Tokyo, Chicago, Boston, 
New York, Berlin, London — he’ll receive a certificate 
signifying his completion of “the big six.” 

Multi-Instrumentalist  
As a child, Yeh was introduced to 
the violin, or as he describes it, 
“the queen of instruments.” Yeh 
used his musical talents to play in 
symphony orchestras from junior 
high through graduate school. 
He has taken tours to Korea, 
France and Portugal, where he 
got to perform for the First Lady. 
Learning to play the violin as 
a child has helped Yeh 
master several other 
instruments, including 
the guitar, saxophone 
and the piano. 

Foodie 
Yeh prides himself on his 
knowledge of the local Los 
Angeles fare. He’s compiled 
a list of the best coffee 
shops and burger joints in 
the county. Of his 17 favorite 
coffee shops in the Greater 
L.A. area, four are near Biola. 
When it comes to burgers, 
Yeh said his favorite is at The 
Back Abbey.

Latin American at Heart 
Yeh has a deep appreciation and love for 
Latin American culture. His Ph.D work 
was focused on Latin American studies, 
and during his time at Oxford, Yeh was 
so involved in the Hispanic Club that 
they made him their president.

family set before him while living 
in Mexico.

In addition to Mexico, 
where he spent time pastoring 
a church, Yeh has traveled 
to 55 countries in a variety 
of capacities — missionary, 
marathon runner, tourist and 
student — giving him a global 
perspective that he seeks to 
bring into the classroom. 

Yeh, who is teaching three 
classes in the fall — Theology 
of Mission, Acts and 
World Christianity — 

leads students by example and 
takes them on semesterly trips 
to serve at an orphanage near 
Ensenada, Mexico. Though 
he never would’ve thought 
he’d end up being a professor 
at Biola’s Cook School of 
Intercultural Studies, Yeh said 
his love for ethnic diversity 
and extensive travel experience 
make him a good fit for a 
“missionary professor.”

Besides his love of diversity 
and travel, Yeh is a maven of 
culture, cuisine and baseball. 
He’s like a human version of 
Yelp, throwing out information 
left and right about baseball 
fields, movies and food. Want 
to know the best place to get a 
burger in the Los Angeles area 
or the best coffee shop around 
Biola? Yeh has a list for that and 
he’ll gladly share it with anyone 
who asks. 

Here’s your chance to get to 
know him.

There is one thing Allen 
Yeh, associate professor of 
intercultural studies and 
missiology, won’t eat — bugs. 
He used to stay away from brains 
too, until he unknowingly tried 
the Latin American dish his host 



ONLINE EXTRA:  
Watch videos, read blog 
posts and join the CCT 
discussion at cct.biola.edu.
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IN THEIR WORDS

“Whenever you see 
image-bearers doing 
what they were made 
to do, this is what 
they’re doing: They’re 
taking the good raw 
materials of the world 
God made, and they’re 
saying, ‘How can I 
cultivate this? How 
can I create with this? 
What possibilities are 
lying in there waiting 
to be explored?’ That’s 
the story of Genesis. 
Good to very good. 
Natural world to 
cultured world.”

–  Andy Crouch, author of Culture Making: 
Recovering Our Creative Calling and 
executive editor of Christianity Today 
magazine, speaking in chapel on May 1. 

9 Highlights 
from the Biola University Center for Christian 
Thought’s First Year

6 Release of The Table. The Table is a print 
and online magazine produced by the 
center. Issue 1 focused on the theme 
“Surviving Death.”

7 “Hearing and Preaching the Gospel in the 
Language of Neuroscience.” Two March 
2013 events with author Curt Thompson 
on the relevance of brain science to Chris-
tian spirituality.

8 “Evidence of the Afterlife: The Science of 
Near-Death Experiences.” An April 23 
event with author Jeffrey Long on the em-
pirical research on near-death experiences 
and their implications on the existence of 
the soul.

9 The second annual CCT conference. The 
“Neuroscience and the Soul” conference 
in May featured plenary talks from presi-
dential scholars and CCT fellows, as well 
as other speakers such as William Hurlbut 
(Stanford University), Joel Green (Fuller 
Theological Seminary) and Brad Strawn 
(Fuller School of Psychology). More than 
300 people attended.

May marked the close of the first full academic year for the Biola University Center for Christian 
Thought, which spent two semesters exploring the topic of “Neuroscience and the Soul.” Funded 
by The John Templeton Foundation, the center is an innovative initiative that brings leading 
Christian scholars from around the world together to collaborate on important questions. Here 
are some of the highlights from 2012–13.

WHAT’S AHEAD FOR CCT? 
During the 2013-2014 year, CCT will ex-
plore the theme “Psychology and Spiritual 
Formation,” probing issues related to the 
integration of cognitive science of religion, 
positive psychology, mindfulness theory and 
other psychological research with Christian 
spiritual theology and formation. Visitors will 
include Justin Barrett (Fuller School of Psy-
chology), Ellen Charry (Princeton Theological 
Seminary), Everett Worthington (Virginia 
Commonwealth University), Julie Exline 
(Case Western Reserve University), 
C. Stephen Evans (Baylor University) and 
many others. Learn more at cct.biola.edu.

1 Visits by CCT presidential scholars. 
Renowned scholars Richard Swinburne 
(Oxford University), William Hasker 
(Huntington University), Tim O’Connor 
(Indiana University) and Dean Zimmer-
man (Rutgers) appeared at Biola through-
out the year.

2 “Searching for Soul” Film Festival in 
October 2012.

3 “What Is the Soul and Is It Real?” An 
October 2012 event with J.P. Moreland 
on the traditional Christian belief in an 
immaterial soul, and what contemporary 
neuroscience has to say about it.

4 “Have Christians Lost Their Souls? The 
Bible and Human Nature.” A November 
2012 event with John Cooper (Calvin 
Theological Seminary) on a scriptural ap-
proach to human nature.

5 Launch of a new CCT website (cct.biola.
edu). The center’s online home is replete 
with interviews, educational videos, audio 
podcasts and The Table blog. 
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Get in the Game! For all the latest news on Biola’s student-athletes — including live 
updates during the games — follow Biola Athletics on Twitter: @BiolaAthletics. For scores, 
schedules, videos, recaps and more, visit the Biola Athletics website at athletics.biola.edu.

Jay Sullenger has been selected to head the baseball team 
beginning next season. Sullenger, who takes over as the ninth 
coach in the program’s 63-year history, comes to Biola after 11 
seasons as an assistant and associate head coach at NCAA Divi-
sion I James Madison University.

“He has an excellent background in the game, both as a 
player and a coach,” said Dave Holmquist, Biola’s athletic di-
rector. “His ability to teach and motivate became obvious dur-
ing the interview process. It also became very apparent that he 
is a strong Christian leader who will sincerely desire to impact 
the spiritual growth of his players.”

Sullenger is taking over for John Verhoeven, who completed 
his 16th season as coach in April with an overall record of 
546–301–6. The baseball team finished the 2013 season with a 
25–26 record.

The women’s track and field team won its first-ever championship 
in April at the Golden State Athletic Conference Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships. The team took home the title by one 
point, beating out host Westmont College 161 to 160. Mean-
while, the men’s team finished with 91 points, good enough for 
third place behind Westmont and Concordia University.

The women’s championship was helped by a number of strong 
individual performances. Freshman Megan Crumley won two 
events, finishing first in the javelin and the discus. Taylor McCa-
hon defended her GSAC title in the pole vault, clearing 12 feet, 
1.5 inches. Whitney Fredenburg broke her own school record in 
the shot put with a toss of 37 feet, 11.25 inches.

The women’s basketball team closed out their season in March 
with a 16-17 record, falling to Vanguard University in the 
semifinal round of the Golden State Athletic Conference 
tournament. Biola junior center Adijat Adams added to her 
impressive resume as she was named to the 2012–13 NAIA 
Women’s Basketball All-America team as a third-team selection.

The men’s basketball team closed out their season in Febru-
ary with a close loss to Hope International University in the 
quarterfinal round of the Golden State Athletic Conference 
tournament. The team ended with a record of 15-16, finishing 
below .500 for just the third time in coach Dave Holmquist’s 
33 seasons at the helm. Forward David Cline was named a 
2012–13 NAIA Division I Men’s Basketball Honorable Men-
tion All-American.

Spring Sports Roundup
Biola women win GSAC championship

BASEBALL

TRACK AND FIELD

MEN'S BASKETBALL

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

The Eagles were one of the final three teams standing in the 
2013 Golden State Athletic Conference/CalPac Softball 
Postseason Tournament in April, but were ultimately knocked 
out by No. 2 seed Simpson University. The team closed out the 
season with a 25-28 record.

SOFTBALL

The men’s and women’s tennis teams each ended their seasons 
in the opening round of the Golden State Athletic Conference 
tournament in April. The women’s team finished the year 3–18 
overall, while the men finished 2–17 overall.

TENNIS

Biola’s golf teams made a strong show-
ing at the NAIA Unaffiliated Qualify-
ing Tournament in April. The women 
finished tied for second out of eight 
teams in the field, with freshman Ava 
Lourenco and senior Lauren Marlow 
finishing in a tie for fifth out of 40 golf-
ers. The performance by the women’s 
team was the best in the program’s 

short history and came despite wet weather. The men finished 
sixth out of eight teams, with Joshua Mathis earning eighth 
place overall.

GOLF
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A BEAUTIFUL

INSIDE THE NEW 
MOSAIC CULTURAL 

CENTER

1.
2.

4.

5.

Nestled between Talbot East and Suther-
land Hall, the Mosaic Cultural Center 

is a new space that will play an important role 
in the university’s ongoing efforts to celebrate 
and foster diversity on campus.

As a centralized space for students, 
faculty and university partners to interact, 
the center will enable the community to 
learn about cross-cultural issues and to 
gain intercultural experience, said Doretha 
O’Quinn, vice provost of multi-ethnic and 
cross-cultural engagement.

“It’s a space that really helps us engage the 
principles of the kingdom and cultivate our 
aspirations,” O’Quinn said. “When I think 
about the programs that will be a part of the 
Mosaic Cultural Center, I think it’s a haven 
for all to feel welcome.”

The center’s goal is to encourage students 
to respect and celebrate diversity, O’Quinn 
said, in addition to training up students 
through community-based learning — mean-
ing students will be able to engage diverse 
communities using the skills they’ve learned 
in the classroom.

The center will also house off-campus pro-
grams, as well as the offices of Multi-Ethnic 
Programs and Development and the Center 
for Cross-Cultural Engagement. Campus 
clubs are welcome to meet in the center’s 
community room, and faculty-student train-
ing programs will be hosted in the center’s 
conference room.

At the dedication on April 15, President 
Barry H. Corey expressed his desire for the 
center — a significant accomplishment from 



magazine.biola.edu 17

D
AVID

 B
A

X
TE

R

STAFF OFFICES
The facility is home to four offices for 

staff in Multi-Ethnic Programs and 

Development and the Center for Cross- 

Cultural Engagement.

CONFERENCE ROOM
The conference room, outfitted with 

an interactive TV, is used for student 

meetings, study abroad debriefings, 

and staff and faculty presentations.

KITCHEN
The kitchen is a homey space for 

students and faculty to share a meal 

together and to build community.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Biola’s University Plan (biola.edu/plan) — 
to be a common place to meet and facilitate 
discussions around diversity and multi-
ethnic issues.

“My prayer is that this Mosaic Cultural 
Center be the gathering place, actually one 
of many, in this community where we reflect 
our commitment to prepare students who are 
ready to take on the challenges of the world, 
to live in diverse settings and provide servant 
leadership where the world most desperately 
needs it,” Corey said. “May we celebrate the 
multi-ethnic mosaic of this campus ... and 
increasingly be a community defined by the 
image of God that is beautifully formed in 
each of us.”

– Amber Amaya

COMMUNITY SPACE
The main space will be used for poetry 

nights, lectures and club meetings. 

A large television (not pictured) 

is the perfect spot for screening 

documentaries and films.

WOOD PANELING
One of the center’s most creative 

design features is the wood paneling 

that wraps around the walls of the 

main room, all imported from six 

different continents. Each wall has a 

label indicating the wood’s continent 

of origin.

3.
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On an early September morning in 2011, Steve Grove strapped on his bicycle 
helmet and set out for a familiar ride around the Illinois farm where he’d 

grown up. He hadn’t gone far when the speeding driver struck him from behind.
Ten days later he awoke in an Indiana hospital room, not knowing where he was 

or what had happened.
“My skull was cracked, my helmet was in eight pieces, I had multiple broken ribs 

and I was bleeding internally,” Grove said. “I have absolutely no memory of that day 
or the actual event or the day before, but I’ve been told they didn’t think I was going 
to make it.”

Today, after two years of therapy and after 100 doctors appointments, Grove 
has regained most of his cognitive abilities. But his brain injury and loss of memory 
has left him with a number of social struggles — struggles he is now working to over-
come with the help of the Brain Rehabilitation and Injury Network (B.R.A.I.N.), 
a nonprofit organization in Southern California that advocates for brain injury 
survivors and their caretakers.

By Amber Amaya
Photography by Greg Schneider

With help from Biola 
students, alumni Susan 
and Jerry Rueb are 
bringing healing and 
support to people with 
serious brain injuries.

STEVE GROVE
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Headed by founders Susan (’70) and Jerry (’69, D.Min 
’97) Rueb, B.R.A.I.N. offers a range of services for trau-
matic brain injury (TBI) survivors like Grove — every-
thing from occupational therapy to caretaker training 
classes for the loved ones who care for survivors. But more 
importantly, B.R.A.I.N. gives TBI survivors a place to 
build relationships with people who have experienced simi-
lar life-altering injuries. Weekly meetings, called Friends of 
Brain Injury (FBI), are classes geared towards helping sur-
vivors continue to live their lives as normally as possible.

No one wears nametags at the weekly support groups. 
There are no labels and no stigmas.

Instead, the group’s focus is on building a community 
of survivors, volunteers and caretakers who are dedicated 
to the life-long process of healing and understanding.

“I feel comfortable here, but I’m not comfortable in 
crowds and around people,” said Grove, who attends week-
ly meetings and therapy sessions along with more than 
50 other TBI survivors at the organization’s headquarters 
in Cypress, Calif. “No one is judging you here. You know 
you’re not going to be criticized — you feel safe.”

For Jerry, a Biola trustee, and Susan Rueb, the journey 
to launching B.R.A.I.N. began with their own heartbreak-
ing experiences of the scarcity of aid and support available 
to people affected by brain injuries.

In 1975, Susan gave birth to a daughter, Kristin, after 
a difficult and rushed delivery. As Kristin grew, she was 
diagnosed as a problem child, a schizophrenic and possibly 
autistic. The Ruebs tried various treatments and medica-
tions, only to see their daughter end up self-medicating and 
engaging in substance abuse. It wasn’t until age 31 that she 
was finally diagnosed as having a brain injury in her frontal 
lobes, Susan said.

“She was diagnosed properly through a brain imaging 
scan and they found the brain injury, probably from the 
rushed forceps, in her frontal lobes, which provides execu-
tive function, decisions, planning, cause and effect, and 
consequence — she had none of those,” Susan said. “It was 
a very tough, tough ordeal, but God was so faithful to us, 
giving us insight. We were always asking the Lord, ‘What 
is next?’”

What was next for the Ruebs was starting a rehabilita-
tion center for other TBI survivors like their daughter. In 
2007, the Ruebs launched B.R.A.I.N. and began hosting 
meetings in their home and at Cornerstone Church in 
Long Beach, Calif., where Jerry serves as head pastor. As 
the meetings grew, Susan said she knew they needed a 
permanent space where the organization could house its 
offices, meetings and therapy sessions.

“No one is 
judging you here. 
You know you’re 
not going to be 

criticized — you 
feel safe.” 

– Steve Grove

SUSAN RUEB
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In July 2012, the organization moved to an industrial 
building in Cypress, just 20 minutes from Biola. Now with 
their larger meeting space, B.R.A.I.N. has expanded its 
services to offer weekly meetings to not just TBI survivors 
but also members of the military who have suffered from 
TBIs and post-traumatic stress disorder.  

“A lot of these people have been in car accidents, motor-
cycle accidents, have sports injuries, strokes and aneu-
rysms,” said Susan, who serves as B.R.A.I.N.’s president. 
“And now they’re all receiving healing after they’ve been 
in the hospital. They’ve gone through rehab and now they 
get therapeutic massages, cognitive therapy, occupational 
therapy and reading and writing classes.”

The group support is especially important for survivors, 
who can often feel isolated after a brain injury, she said.

“They’re thrust into being alone,” she said. “They sit at 
home alone because they don't get the therapy they need to 
keep them going. We want them to sense and feel how great 
it is to come into a group.”

Building meaningful relationships is a key part to a TBI survivor’s recovery 
process. In addition to the group meetings, Brain Cells — a friendship program that 
pairs a volunteer with a TBI survivor — enables volunteers to build more personal 
relationships with the survivors. Establishing that one-on-one relationship between 
a survivor and a volunteer takes time and patience, according to Megan Barnette, a 
junior communications disorders student at Biola and a B.R.A.I.N. volunteer.

“If they need help getting ready for an interview or if they need someone to take 
them to the grocery store because they can’t drive, you’re their helper when they 
need it,” Barnette said. “But you’re also their friend.”

Like Grove, many TBI survivors lose memories of their identity, meaning the road 
to recovery for survivors can be marked by confusion, frustration and difficulty. Be-
cause brain injuries can result in both physical and mental disabilities, TBI survivors 

MEGAN BARNETTE
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still struggle to come to terms with their new limi-
tations even after months of therapy, Barnette said.

“With any injury that causes a loss — whether 
it’s physical limitations or memory — there’s 
always a grief process, and they need to come to 
terms with it,” Barnette said. “[B.R.A.I.N.] is a 
group of people that all understand their limits 
and their strengths. A lot of the times with the 
games that we have during meetings, it’s to chal-
lenge them and help them improve. We know it’s 
going to be hard for them but we want them to 
improve as much as they can, in any way that
they can.”

Barnette, whose grandfather suffered a TBI 
during the Vietnam War, said she wished there 
had been an organization like B.R.A.I.N. to help 
her grandfather recover and help her grand-
mother learn how to best help him through his 
recovery process. 

Like Barnette, several other B.R.A.I.N. volun-
teers are Biola communications disorders 
students who heard about the organization 
through the university. The students play a key 
role in the organization, acting as confidants for 
the TBI survivors. 

Getting a brain injury survivor to open up 
about their injury is another step on the road to 
recovery, according to Madison Salcido, a junior 
communications disorders student. As a volun-
teer, Salcido said she doesn’t just show up to the 
weekly meetings but participates in the classes 
and engages in conversations with the survivors.

“Those are my absolute favorite moments, 
where you hear about the trials that these people 
have been through, and yet, the joy that exudes 
from them as they share is overwhelmingly 
powerful and a huge testament to God’s grace and 
peace in their lives,” Salcido said. “We aren’t there 

to monitor or do any real logistical 
stuff; we are there to build relationships, 
support and encourage one another as we talk 
about traumatic brain injuries and how to 
move forward.”

In the past five years, the B.R.A.I.N. team 
— therapists, volunteers and office staff — 
has grown from just Susan to a paid staff of six 
therapists and instructors, along with office 
staff and a large team of volunteers, enabling 
the organization to reach more TBI survivors.

The organization is now in the midst of 
its five-year plan to raise funds for a “dream 
campus,” Susan said. The envisioned campus 
would house diagnostic and therapeutic 
clinics and temporary housing for adult 
TBI survivors. Having a dedicated campus 
would enable TBI survivors from outside of 
California to come to B.R.A.I.N. for therapy 
and group meetings, and it would centralize 
treatments for TBI survivors like Grove and 
the Ruebs’ daughter, Kristin.

Meanwhile, Grove said his life has re-
turned to a level that he never thought he’d 
reach again. By regaining the abilities to walk, 
drive and even have conversations, Grove rep-
resents more than a B.R.A.I.N. success story. 
He represents a hope that other TBI survivors 
have for a future where their injuries don’t 
define or confine them.

“I’ve worked very hard on my cognitive 
abilities, and I’m doing very well in those,” 
Grove said. “I just keep at it — it’s not easy. 
You can understand a broken arm without 
it happening to you, but understanding a 
brain injury is difficult. I’ve got the invis-
ible wound."  

“We are there to 
build relationships 
... as we talk about 

traumatic brain 
injuries and how 

to move forward.”
– Madison Salcido, Biola junior
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F or the past nearly two decades I have 
been routinely asked, “Where are the 
C.S. Lewises of our day?” What they 

are asking is, “Who are the people that are do-
ing for our generation what Lewis did for his?” 
In two decades I don’t remember ever being 
asked, where are the Augustines, the Luthers, 
the Bunyans, the Wesleys, the Edwardses, the 
Spurgeons, the Moodys or Chamberses of our 
day. Perhaps such questions have and are be-
ing asked, but they have not been asked of me. 

But this question is asked, and asked 
uncommonly often about C.S. Lewis. Why? 
In this year, the 50th anniversary of his death, 
why are we still hungry for more Lewis?

 To answer this question I want to begin by 
looking at what Lewis achieved, and to help 
us get started I want to use two of the earli-
est, most insightful and liveliest assessments 
which, interestingly enough, came from the 
pens of non-Christians. In 1944, The Times 
Literary Supplement observed: “Mr. Lewis 
has a quite unique power of making Theology 
attractive, exciting and (one might almost say) 
an uproariously fascinating quest.” 

Three years later in a 1947 six-page spread, 
Time declared Lewis one of the most influen-
tial spokesmen for Christianity in the English-
speaking world, stating: “With erudition, 
good humor and skill, Lewis is writing about 
religion for a generation of religion-hungry 
readers brought up on a diet of ‘scientific’ 
jargon and Freudian clichés. ... [He] is one of a 
growing band of heretics among modern intel-
lectuals: an intellectual who believes in God 
… not a mild and vague belief, for he accepts 
‘all the articles of the Christian faith.’” The 
article finished by attributing much of Lewis’ 
remarkable success to his “talent for putting 
old-fashioned truths into a modern idiom” and 
giving “a strictly unorthodox presentation of 
strict orthodoxy.”

 At a time when it was thought that Chris-
tian theology was dull and irrelevant, these 
two articles tell us that Lewis succeeded in a 
most remarkable way of making it attractive, 
engaging, even adventurous. More surprising 
yet is the suggestion that decades of material-
ism had by the middle of the 20th century 
helped create a thirst for something more than 

the doctrines of naturalism allowed, and that 
Lewis effectively and creatively tapped into 
this religious hunger by serving up “old fash-
ioned” orthodox doctrines in fresh, unortho-
dox ways. No mean achievement. 

According to historian Adrian Hastings 
in A History of English Christianity, to take a 
stand of faith in the middle of the 20th century 
“meant standing out against every single one 
of the giants of modernity, the prophets who 
had established the framework of understand-
ing wherein which intellectual discourse, 
the whole modern civilization of the mind, 
seemed now established. ... The 1920s as a con-
sequence, were the first decade in which the 
overturning of Christianity effectively achieved 
by the previous generation could be, and was, 
openly accepted as a fact of modern life.”

Theologians, moreover, are not known 
for their scintillating prose, and it is the rare 
layperson who possesses theological depth. 

“The people who are up-to-date in their the-
ology,” lamented Lewis’ contemporary Dorothy 
L. Sayers, “can’t write English, and the people 
who can write English are … untheological.” 

Lewis was one of the rare exceptions, as 
was Sayers was herself. Another sterling ex-
ception, and an enormously influential one on 
them both, was G.K. Chesterton. 

Speaking of the importance Chesterton 
was to her generation, Sayers declared, “[Ches-
terton] blew out of the Church a quantity of 
stained glass of a very poor period, and let in 
gusts of fresh air, in which the dead leaves of 
doctrine danced with all the energy and inde-
corum of Our Lady’s Tumbler.” 

According to The Times Literary Supplement 
and Time, much of Lewis’ appeal, like Chester-
ton’s before him, has been his ability to make 
Christian doctrine come alive and “dance” in a 
way that made its meaning and purpose clear. 
He wrote theology, in other words, in a way that 
made sense. Lewis’ aim was never simply to 
stimulate, but also to educate. 

As Lady Elizabeth Catherwood once put it, 
Lewis “taught us how to think through a thing.”

But notice that The Times Literary Supple-
ment and Time indicate that Lewis succeeded 
without having to compromise or dumb down 
the doctrines of the Christian faith to suit 

“Lewis effectively 
and creatively 
tapped into this 
religious hunger 
by serving up “old 
fashioned” ortho-
dox doctrines in 
fresh, unorthodox 
ways.”



24

Christopher Mitchell is the newest professor at Biola’s Torrey Honors Institute. One of 
the world’s leading C.S. Lewis scholars, Mitchell served as director of the Marion E. Wade 
Center — a study center at Wheaton College devoted to the work of Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien 
and five other British authors — from 1994 to 2013. He will be releasing a critical edition of 
C.S. Lewis’ The Abolition of Man with HarperCollins in 2014.

modern sensibilities. His heresy, they declared 
in rather amazed tones, was not some “vague 
belief,” for he accepted all the “old fashioned” 
articles of the Christian faith.

 So in addition to Lewis’ remarkable ability 
to translate Christian doctrine into lively, 
jargon-free, accessible prose, he also succeed-
ed in communicating its essential depth and 
substance, turning what had become for many 
a mere religious relic into a potentially potent 
spiritual reality. 

Sayers paid tribute to both of these quali-
ties in her review of Lewis’ book Surprised 
By Joy:

 “Professor Lewis writes with delightful 
and humorous candour, and shows all his ac-
customed skill in translating complex abstrac-
tions into vivid concrete imagery. The limpid-
ity of these waters may disguise their depth, 
so clearly do they reveal the bottom. But any 
illusion about this can be quickly dispelled by 
stepping into the river.”

 Critical to Lewis’ approach was his belief 
that the intellectual and imaginative depth 
and social resilience of the Christian faith, and 
its ability to provide answers to life’s most per-
sistent questions, was present in the doctrines 
common to all Christians. What all Christians 
share, Lewis was convinced, was “something 
not only positive but pungent; divided from all 
non-Christian beliefs by a chasm to which the 
worst divisions inside Christendom are not 
really comparable at all.” 

This shared belief he called “mere” 
Christianity.

 “My only function as a Christian writer 
is to preach ‘mere Christianity’ not ad clerum 
but ad populum,” wrote Lewis. “Any success 
that has been given me has, I believe, been 
due to my strict observance of those limits. By 
attempting to do otherwise I should only add 
one more recruit ... to the ranks of the contro-
versialists. After that I should be no more use 
to anyone.”

 What Lewis did, if I may summarize, was 
to create a both rational and imaginative space 

where faith in Jesus Christ becomes plausible 
for those who do not believe, and where the 
faith of those who do believe can grow and ma-
ture. Behind this achievement was a personal 
discipline tethered to a clear sense of his own 
particular calling — mere Christianity. Lewis 
was convinced that it was this disciplined ob-
servance of keeping within the lines of “mere” 
Christianity that allowed him to steer clear 
of theological controversy and thereby create 
and sustain this spiritually fertile space.

 The Time article in particular points us to 
another of Lewis’ notable, and perhaps most 
far-reaching, achievements: his “talent for put-
ting old-fashioned truths into a modern idiom” 
and “giving a strictly unorthodox presentation 
of strict orthodoxy.” 

Evelyn Underhill, writing to Lewis in 1941, 
captured the essence of this quality when she 
spoke of his remarkable “capacity for giving 
imaginative body to the fundamental doc-
trines of Christianity.” This achievement, J.I. 
Packer has observed, indicates that both lobes 
of Lewis’ brain, “left for the logical and linear 
and right for the romantic and imaginative, 
were thoroughly developed, so that he was as 
strong in fantasy and fiction as he was in analy-
sis and argument.” And it is this rare combina-
tion, “that made him in his day, and makes him 
still, a powerful and haunting communicator 
in both departments.”

 When looking, therefore, for another 
Lewis-like champion, we find ourselves bump-
ing up against a rare combination of theo-
logical reflection and poetic imagination. To 
expect, therefore, the same unique combina-
tion is, perhaps, asking too much. But God 
never leaves his people without a witness and 
there are plenty of individuals who are today 
working creatively and engagingly on one 
side of the equation or the other there. I don’t 
believe I have any more insight into who these 
individuals are than anyone else, but clearly 
some of them live, move and have their being 
on Biola’s campus.  

“When looking for 
another Lewis-
like champion, 
we find ourselves 
bumping up against 
a rare combination 
of theological     
reflection and poetic 
imagination.”
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I am often amazed that interest in    
C.S. Lewis’ writing continues to flour-
ish. What is it that gives him his staying 

power? My hunch is that there are at least 
four things that account for some of his last-
ing legacy.

 First, Lewis sought to integrate faith in 
the midst of his explorations. As Anselm 
wrote, so Lewis embodied “faith seeking un-
derstanding.” Secure in the love of Christ, he 
was not afraid of challenges to his own pres-
ent grasp of a matter. He sought to go deeper. 
He wrote, “If our religion is something objec-
tive then we must never avert our eyes from 
those elements in it which seem puzzling or 
repellent, for it is precisely in the puzzling 
and repellent that we discover what we do 
not yet know and need to know.” He wrote, 
“I want God, not my idea of God. I want my 
neighbor, not my idea of my neighbor. I want 
myself, not my idea of myself.” Lewis was 
aware of the capacity to self deceive. The love 
and forgiveness of Christ allows a person to 
approach all of life with honesty and security. 
Consequently, his writing lends courage and 
an example for all who are willing to follow 
the truth wherever it leads.

 Second, Lewis wrote as if to get shoul-
der to shoulder with his readers and direct 
their attention to some object he believed 
merited attention. His descriptions are clear, 
imaginative and winsome. He was a master of 
depiction. All of his literary allusions, as his 
former student J. A. W. Bennett observed, did 
not merely decorate but elucidated the topics 

about which he chose to write. He knew if he 
awakened wonder in a topic his readers would 
become less dependent upon his descriptions 
and more interested in the thing itself. To 
their own enjoyment and lasting benefit they 
would explore these topics with growing, 
intrinsic motivation and their own personal 
development would flourish.

 Third, Lewis frequently makes appeal to 
his readers to pay close attention to the deep 
longings of their hearts. He directs them to 
pursue the object of those deepest longings. 
Whether in his fiction or his more explicit 
Christian apologetic books, Lewis points his 
readers to God as the object of their deepest 
longing and therefore the One who alone can 
fulfill them utterly.

Fourth, as Lewis wrote about Mere Chris-
tianity, so too he wrote about Mere Human-
ity. He avoided most religious controversies 
and equally avoided most idiosyncrasies that 
surround quickly passing temporal disputes 
marked by the moment and forgotten in the 
next. He noted that the books most up to date, 
like fashions in clothes, are soonest out of 
date. He tended to focus on perennial matters 
that challenged men and women in all ages; 
that is, he was a writer for “mere humanity” 
and is, therefore, most always contemporary.

Much more could be said about Lewis’ 
lasting appeal and legacy but these four 
reasons go a long way towards explaining 
why 50 years after his death he is still read 
with delight.  

Staying Power
—
Four reasons why Lewis’ 
legacy endures

by Jerry Root

Jerry Root (M.Div. ’78) is a visiting professor of theology at Biola. He is the author of C.S. 
Lewis and a Problem of Evil: An Investigation of a Pervasive Theme (2008) and co-editor of 
The Quotable C.S. Lewis (1994) and The Soul of C.S. Lewis (2010).

“My idea of God is not a divine idea. It 

has to be shattered time after time. He 

shatters it Himself.” (A Grief Observed)

“I know now, Lord, why you utter no 

answer. You are yourself the answer. 

Before your face questions die away. 

What other answer would suffice?”      

(Till We Have Faces)

“The task of the modern educator is 

not to cut down jungles but to irrigate 

deserts. The right defence against 

false sentiments is to inculcate just 

sentiments.” (The Abolition of Man)

“All reality is iconoclastic.”                         

(A Grief Observed)

“If I find in myself a desire which no 

experience in this world can satisfy, 

the most probable explanation is 

that I was made for another world.”                     

(Mere Christianity)

“We cannot neglect ... the doctrine of 

objective value, the belief that certain 

attitudes are really true, and others really 

false, to the kind of thing the universe 

is and the kind of things we are.”             

(The Abolition of Man)

“Aslan … you’re bigger.”

“That is because you are older, little one,” 

answered he.

“Not because you are?”

“I am not. But every year you grow, you 

will find me bigger.” (Prince Caspian)

“God is eternal, not perpetual. Strictly 

speaking, He never foresees; He simply 

sees. Your ‘future’ is only an area … of His 

infinite Now.”  (The Discarded Image)

My Favorite C.S. Lewis Quotes

Root — who compiled more than 1,500 Lewis quotes as co-
editor of The Quotable Lewis (Tyndale, 1994) —counts the 
following among his favorites.
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A n American salesman, a Dutch aca-
demic and an Australian actor walk 
into an old house nestled some four 

miles outside Oxford, England. 
It’s not the start of a bad joke, though they 

will hear stories of pranks pulled by the man 
who once lived there. It is only another day 
at The Kilns, the one-time home of the famed 
author C.S. Lewis. The residence, which is 
larger than it looks from the cul-de-sac, is 
now a study center and a destination for fans 
from the world over. The diversity of those 
who visit — both geographical and otherwise 
— is a testament to the ongoing impact and 
relevance of the professor’s work. 

Having now lived in The Kilns for some 
nine months while studying here at Oxford, 
I find that I am even more impressed by the 
form of Lewis’ life and how different it is 
from our own. Only 50 yards away from the 
house is a small pond with a series of trails 
that lead up to Shotover Hill, which provides 
scenic panoramas of the southern Oxford val-
ley. On a sunny day — or as close as England 
comes to one, anyway — it’s nearly impos-
sible to resist the allure of tromping off on 
a good walk. In this, Lewis apparently had 
no self-control. His diaries even before he 
reached The Kilns show an eager willingness 
to forestall the rigors of life for the sake of the 

pleasures of a good swim or brisk jaunt. 
The Kilns makes it easy to be leisurely, 

and provides a refreshing contrast to the bus-
tle of university life. The environment makes 
it seem like leisure should be a necessary part 
of living, rather than simply the luxury that 
we afford it these days. 

But the house itself contributes to a more 
reflective form of life as well, at least on the 
days when no tours come through. The house 
is filled with students and folks retreating to 
be renewed, which gives it a contemplative 
aura. That the house is so large makes it easy 
to disappear into one of the many common 
spaces and be taken up into another world al-
together by reading, as Lewis himself would 
have done. 

I had joked upon arriving that I hoped my 
writing and thinking might improve by living 
where Lewis lived, as though such things 
might linger in the atmosphere long after he 
had died. That hasn’t happened, but it has be-
come clear that the genius of Lewis emerged 
in part because he had a life spacious enough 
for profound thoughts to fill it. The Kilns 
isn’t paradise and Lewis isn’t Jesus; but living 
there makes it easier to see how his environ-
ment shaped his thoughts and how different 
both were from our own.  

At Home With Lewis
—
A Biola alumnus reflects on living at The 
Kilns, C.S. Lewis’ Oxford home

by Matthew Lee Anderson

Matthew Lee Anderson (’04) is living at The Kilns with his wife Charity (’04) while he 
pursues an M.Phil. in Christian ethics at Oxford University. His latest book, The End of Our 
Exploring: A Book About Questioning and the Confidence of Faith (Moody), is out July 1.
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My Favorite 
C.S. Lewis Book

Faculty members share the 
Lewis works that have most 
impacted them

The Abolition of Man
This book consists of three reflections on 
education: “Men without Chests,” “The Way,” 
and “The Abolition of Man,” along with a 
rich collection of illustrations of the Natural 
Law. I deeply appreciate Lewis’ arguments 
for objective truth outside ourselves and the 
need to inculcate in pupils just sentiments, 
magnanimous living and trained virtue.

– June Hetzel, dean of Biola’s School of 
Education

Surprised by Joy
Besides the fact that this is Lewis’ spiritual 
autobiography and therefore a must-read, I 
deeply connected with his concept of Joy, 
how God moved in the confluence of Lewis’ 
intellect and emotions. As Lewis writes in his 
preface, it made me say, “What! Have you felt 
that too? I always thought I was the only one.” 

– Monica Cure, assistant professor in the 
Torrey Honors Institute

That Hideous Strength
The final book in Lewis’ Space Trilogy, 
That Hideous Strength narrates with heart-
stopping reality the redemption of two young 
souls as well as the desolation and death of 
others. Set in an English university town, this 
story’s characters include professors, angels, 
demons, a wizard and a bear. Only Lewis 
could pull this off with such finesse, creating 
a story for the ages that will recalibrate your 
imagination.

– Betsy A. Barber, associate director of the 
Institute for Spiritual Formation

The Great Divorce
I love this dream vision by C.S. Lewis 
because it brought comfort to me after I lost 
my mother in a sudden and unexpected way. 
Lewis’ paradoxical images of a sublimely 
concrete afterlife helped me picture the joy 
of meeting my mother again, just as Lewis, 
through the narrator of The Great Divorce, 
imagines meeting his literary mentor George 
MacDonald in heaven. 

– Natasha Duquette, associate professor of 
English

After all these years of reading Lewis, I 
remember best many moments in his fic-
tion where his intellectual and imaginative 
brilliance meet. In The Great Divorce, Lewis 
exposes the reasons why people reject God’s 
invitation, reasons that are more often of 
the heart than of the mind, encouraging us 
to wonder, “What really keeps this person 
before me from opening to God’s love?”

– Todd Pickett, dean of spiritual development

The Horse and His Boy
I loved reading the Narnia series to our chil-
dren when they were younger, and I always 
was moved by The Horse and His Boy.  One 
scene that I’ve found assuring over the years 
is when the boy Shasta, along with Aravin 
and the horses, is journeying across the des-
ert. A lion in the dark frightens them, causing 
the four to flee more swiftly, not knowing that 
their accelerated speed was actually saving 
them from the pursuing army of Rabadash. 
The lion later reveals himself as Aslan. There’s 
a lot there to mull over as it relates to the 
pursuing God, whom poet Francis Thompson 
called the “Hound of Heaven.”

– Barry H. Corey, president

The Screwtape Letters
I remember after giving my life to Christ on 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday in 1988 as an 
undergraduate at San Diego State University, 
being told by a brother of mine to get involved 
with Campus Crusade. I was then told to read 
some of the great Christian writers such as C.S. 
Lewis. I picked up Mere Christianity and couldn’t 
make heads-nor-tails from it, so I picked up The 
Screwtape Letters. As a new Christian, this book 
scared the heck out of me, especially after having 
an encounter on campus that paralleled the 
book. I didn’t pick up the book again until two 
years ago, and thoroughly enjoyed the message 
Lewis was bringing to me, and the daily prayer 
that is so vital and important for our lives.

– Fred Ramirez, professor, School of 
Education
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What are the 
Advantages and 
Drawbacks  
of Online  
Education?

THE RISE 
OF ONLINE 
LEARNING 
NATIONWIDE

Total Enrollment 
at U.S. Universities

Online Enrollment 
(Students Taking 
at Least One 
Online Class) as 
a Percent of Total 
Enrollment

Higher education is in the midst of an 
unprecedented shift, brought on by 

the relatively rapid rise of online learning. 
Last year alone, nearly one-third of college 
students nationwide took at least one online 
course — up from just 10 percent in 2002, 
according to the Babson Survey Research 
Group. In the same research, 70 percent of 
chief academic officers identified online edu-
cation as “critical” to the long-term strategies 
of their universities.

But that doesn’t mean everyone is excited 
about it. Nearly 58 percent of faculty members 
nationwide report being more fearful than 
excited about the growth of online education, 
and a full two-thirds do not believe online 
offerings can match the quality of face-to-face 
courses, according to Babson. The emerg-
ing role of MOOCs (massive open online 
courses) — which in some cases enroll tens of 
thousands of students in a single course — are 
the subject of particular debate.

For its part, Biola has launched numer-
ous online courses and programs in recent 
years (found at biola.edu/online). And in 
April, at an “Imagination Summit” for faculty 
members, President Barry H. Corey outlined a 
detailed, strategic vision for the role of online 
education moving forward (part of which is 
included in his President’s Perspective on 
page 8). In light of the ongoing trends, Biola 
Magazine recently decided to discuss online 
education with Freddy Cardoza, who directs 
Biola’s distributed learning strategies, and 
Joanne Jung, who regularly teaches biblical 
studies courses online. 

Freddy, you recently helped to host an 
“Imagination Summit” at Biola, which 
involved getting nearly 200 professors 

together to talk about technology and 
education. What was the biggest take-
away for you?
CARDOZA: The biggest takeaway from the 
Imagination Summit was that technology us-
ers are either digital natives (meaning they’ve 
never known anything but a life inundated 
with technology) or they’re digital immigrants 
(meaning they’ve spent much of their lives 
without today’s immersive technology), but 
that both groups need one another to make 
Christian higher education all it can be. 
Specifically, early technology adopters can 
aid those who are slow to adopt technology by 
helping them see the benefits of digital learn-
ing, while later adopters of technology can aid 
early adopters by helping them understand the 
potential limitations and liabilities of digital 
learning — while also providing outstanding 
teaching that increasingly uses educational 
technology.

What excites you most about what Biola 
is doing and planning in the area of 
online education?
CARDOZA: There is a lot on the horizon that is 
very promising and equally exciting. I think that 
our desire to offer high-quality learning experi-
ences in multiple formats (online and hybrid)  
[“hybrid” being a combination of online and 
in person], while providing both formal pro-
grams (full degrees) and non-formal opportu-
nities (certificates and other quasi-academic 
learning options) is invigorating. Even more 
exciting, however, is that we hope to do these in 
a host of content areas unique to Biola’s “bibli-
cally integrative” approach, while uniting the 
forces of some cross-pollinated programs built 
from two or more of Biola’s six schools.

Joanne, you’ve taught a number of 
online courses. How have they differed 
from your traditional courses? 
JUNG: I’ve been teaching “Biblical Interpre-
tation and Spiritual Formation” as an online 
course for a number of years, typically during 
summer and Interterm. Lecture videos are 
embedded into the learning management sys-
tem where students also submit their assign-
ments electronically and respond to discus-
sion prompts and other students’ posts within 
a small group. With the addition of videocon-
ferencing, I am able to join in a conversation 
with each group, something that is far more 
limiting in a traditional classroom setting. 
When my class meets on campus, we have 
eight or nine groups, and I may have time in a 
50-minute session to visit one or two groups 
and be present with them. With my online 
class, I can actually meet with each group.

What do you see as the biggest advan-
tages to online education?
JUNG: Along with engaging with culture and 
extending Biola’s reach, one major advantage 
of online classes would be the way online edu-
cation allows every student to be involved in a 
learning community. Students who are shy or 
prefer to take more time to process a response 
to a question are able to engage more effec-
tively in an online format. I am always pleased 
with the level of engagement and the quality 
of responses I receive from students. This past 
semester I taught an online hybrid flipped 
class, where the students enjoyed the best of 
both worlds: the flexibility of engaging with 
rigorous course content outside the classroom 
walls and the personal engagement with the 
professor on a regular basis. The weekly times 
spent in the classroom — now shortened — 

DATA SOURCES 
Above and near right: Babson Survey Research Group, “Changing Course: Ten Years of 
Tracking Online Education in the United States,” 2013.
Far right: Babson Survey Research Group, "Conflicted: Faculty And Online Education," 2012.
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Freddy Cardoza is Biola’s director of 
distributed learning and instructional 
technology, as well as the chair of 
the Christian education department. 
He holds a Ph.D. from The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Joanne Jung (M.A. ’01) is an 
associate professor of biblical and 
theological studies at Biola, where 
she has taught numerous online 
courses. She holds a Ph.D. from 
Fuller Theological Seminary.

A B O U T  T H E  E X P E R T S

HOW IMPORTANT IS ONLINE LEARNING?
Chief academic officers nationwide evaluate the statement: "Online 

education is critical to the long-term strategy of my institution."

THOUGHTS ON THE GROWTH OF 
ONLINE EDUCATION

(Among Faculty Nationwide)

were directed toward recent scholarship and 
learning activities based on material previ-
ously read, viewed or discussed online.

What do you see as the biggest draw-
backs?
CARDOZA: The biggest drawbacks of online 
education may be that there are a handful of 
educational experiences that cannot be exactly 
replicated in an online environment — though 
many surprisingly can. One drawback might 
be that online learners are not “physically” 
in the immediate presence of our faculty 
and other learners here on this legacy-filled 
campus with all its palpable history. Another 
is that learners are not “living together” in a 
social community in quite the same way as a 
traditional campus student might be. And our 
substantial library and campus facilities offer 
some learning resources (e.g., certain print-
only library books and specific educational 
equipment) that not every off-campus student 
can access. Even so, through social, digital 
and academic technology, we can approximate 
many of those learning resources that make 
online learning a better choice than traditional 
education for some of our students. Taking 
advantage of distributive learning options al-
lows them the freedom to live, work and serve 
where God has planted them — and for many 
that is a great tradeoff!
JUNG: Drawbacks force us to think intention-
ally about how to approach the challenges of 

online learning. Successful online learning 
requires self-discipline, self-motivation and 
effective time management. Not all students 
make good online learners. There are some 
students who prefer taking classes in a tradi-
tional setting and they respond better in that 
environment. 

For faculty, course preparation for an 
online class is particularly time consuming. 
Online classes are not simply information 
transfer. Embedding lecture videos, assign-
ing readings, giving quizzes and collecting a 
final exam or paper at the end of a course with 
little or no interaction with students does not 
constitute an online course. Conveying the 
knowledge and passion for a subject in a way 
that students would want to learn more, seek-
ing to create as much of a virtual presence as 
is healthy and productive, and thinking about 
how these impact character formation, require 
many hours of thoughtful and creative plan-
ning. This could be one reason why professors 
are reluctant to create an online course. With 
proper training and support, however, these 
challenges can become a rewarding experience 
for professors and students alike.

People in higher education have been 
buzzing about the rise of MOOCs over 
the past few years. (As one recent 
example, The New Yorker just wrote a 
massive 9,000-word piece about them.) 
How do you foresee them impacting 

higher education in the years ahead?
CARDOZA: MOOCs threaten some educa-
tors because they are built on an educational 
philosophy and methodology that is differ-
ent than much of what higher education has 
historically been. Though I understand many 
of these concerns, MOOCs may represent an 
enormous opportunity for providing at least 
non-formal, if not formal, educational access 
to the masses in the years ahead. These courses 
tend to be collaborative and solution-based 
learning endeavors, and I think courses such 
as these can have great promise.

With Stanford, MIT, Harvard and others 
stepping into this space and investing into it 
heavily, we have an indication that MOOCs 
or something like them may be here to stay. 
Though I would not sell out to this approach 
as a panacea for higher education, I think that 
the better part of wisdom is that there is at 
least some place in our educational portfolio 
where MOOCs could play a role. To neglect 
staying on top of this development could have 
perilous effects to future educational and fi-
nancial models of Christian higher education. 
So while we should be cautious, that caution 
should not cause us to avoid entering into the 
fray and miss out on what could be a revolu-
tionary opportunity for the cause of Christ.

 Agree           Neutral           Disagree



30

D E F E N D  Y O U R  F A I T H

P
H

O
TO

: IS
TO

C
K

Melissa Cain Travis (M.A. ’12) is the author of How Do We Know God is Really There? — the first book in The Young Defenders 
series, which is targeted at children ages 6 and up. It is available through her website, www.sciencereasonfaith.com, as well as 
Amazon and iBookstore.

W hen I enrolled in Biola’s M.A. in sci-
ence and religion program in 2009, I 

was driven by my passion for teaching science 
and faith topics to adults. My ultimate dream 
has long been to educate believers, particularly 
church leaders, on the complexity and impor-
tance of responsibly integrating Christianity 
with the natural sciences. I never imagined 
that one of the ministry projects God would 
call me into would be writing apologetics ma-
terial for young children. It was utter serendip-
ity, but isn’t that just like God? 

Kids often ask tough questions, and they 
aren’t usually satisfied with evasions or 
simplistic answers. So, on the day my (then) 
7-year-old son asked me how we “know for 
sure that God is really there,” I was pre-
sented with a unique challenge: to translate 
my training in Christian apologetics into 
conceptual language that would make sense 
to my young son, build up his faith and equip 
him for defending his views when (not if) 
they are challenged. 

As we sat together on the living room 
floor, I laid out a scientific and philosophical 
argument for God’s existence as carefully as 

I could, using simple vocabulary and lots of 
hand motions. His thoughtful reaction, which 
included more excellent questions, was more 
than I could have hoped for. I was so inspired 
by the exchange that I wrote a blog post re-
counting it that very afternoon. 

The main point of my post was that we 
often underestimate the intellectual capacity 
of younger children when it comes to mat-
ters of apologetics and worldview. We tend 
to preoccupy ourselves with shielding them 
from the evils of the world, when we should 
be devoting some of this precious, fleeting 
time to equipping them with solid answers for 
the challenges often leveled at the Christian 
faith. Besides, doubts aren’t always fueled by 
input from secular society; kids are naturally 
inquisitive and more analytical than they’re 
given credit for. My son has always been 
homeschooled and is being brought up in the 
church, but at the same time, he is learning 
that fact claims should have support. It didn’t 
surprise me that he recognized the need for 
good reasons to believe in God, and I praised 
his candid inquiry.  

After my blog post went live, I was inundat-
ed with emails and social media notifications. 
Comments and questions poured in, asking 
me to recommend apologetics books for young 
kids. Over the next several months, as I regu-
larly received emails with the same request, I 
finally started to get a clue. God was showing 
me that many parents need help explaining to 
their children why Christianity is a reasonable 
belief system. 

Could I help? I didn’t know for sure. But 
several friends encouraged me repeatedly, 

and so one sunny spring day, I sat down at my 
computer and began recreating the conversa-
tion I’d had with my son in the form of a short 
fiction story. Christopher Voss, a talented 
artist that I knew through mutual friends, 
took a huge leap of faith and spent his summer 
illustrating the story with imaginative and en-
dearing cartoons. I loved what we had created. 
But would anyone else? 

As it turned out, I should have had more 
confidence in God’s prodding. Within weeks 
of compiling all of the material, a wonderful, 
well-respected publisher bought my book, 
and I am pleased to say that the reception so 
far has been phenomenal. I unveiled it at an 
apologetics conference in New Jersey last 
April, and the book sold out. The best part 
was having a mom, who bought the book on 
the first day of the conference, come back the 
next day and tell me all about her son’s reac-
tion to the story. “I could just see his wheels 
turning!” she exclaimed. 

I hope to hear many, many more reports 
like that one. I suspect that God may be using 
the story to reach moms and dads as well. 
Perhaps they will be inspired to seek out for 
themselves, and for their children, more of the 
reasons we have for the hope that is within us. 
I pray for that.  

THE FAITH OF 
A CHILD CAN BE 
REASONABLE

DOUBTS AREN’T ALWAYS 

FUELED BY INPUT FROM 

SECUL AR SOCIETY; KIDS 

ARE NATURALLY INQUIS-

ITIVE AND MORE ANA-

LY TICAL THAN THEY ’RE 

GIVEN CREDIT FOR.
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Transformation 
Through the Different 
Other: A Rendezvous 
of Giving and Receiv-
ing, by Faustin Ntamu-
shobora (Ph.D. ’12), Wipf 
and Stock, March 2013. 
Ntamushobora shares the 
story of his transforma-
tion through encounters 
with people of different 
races, tribes, worldviews 
and experiences, and 
how God has used these 
experiences to transform 
his life into the image of 
Christ. The book exam-
ines the value of diversity 
in community and offers 
practical ways for “trans-
formation through the 
other” to become a reality.

Helping Beyond the 
50-Minute Hour, con-
tribution by Keith Edwards 
(professor of psychology) 
and Rebecca Rodriguez 
(’95), Routledge, Decem-
ber 2012. “Slacktivism” is a 
term that has been coined 
to cynically describe the 
token efforts that people 
devote to some cause, 
without long-term or mean-
ingful impact. This book is 
intended as an inspiration 
for practicing psychothera-
pists and counselors, as 
well as students, to become 
actively involved in a mean-
ingful effort. Edwards’ 
and Rodriguez’s chapter, 
“Counseling Internationally: 
Caring for the Caregiver,” 
focuses on cross-cultural 
workers and missionaries.

Jesus is Lord, Caesar 
is Not: Evaluating 
Empire in New Testa-
ment Studies, contribu-
tion by David Nystrom 
(provost and senior vice 
president), IVP Academic, 
March 2013. The New 
Testament is immersed in 
the often hostile world of 
the Roman Empire, but its 
relationship to that world 
is complex. Under the 
direction of editors Scot 
McKnight and Joseph B. 
Modica, respected bibli-
cal scholars have come 
together to investigate an 
increasingly popular ap-
proach in New Testament 
scholarship of interpreting 
the text through the lens 
of empire.

Ministry in the Digital 
Age: Strategies and 
Best Practices for a 
Post-Website World, 
by David T. Bourgeois 
(’87, associate professor 
of information systems), 
IVP, April 2013. In this 
post-website world, it’s 
no longer enough to have 
a static website and hope 
that people find it. If you 
want to get your online 
content in front of your 
audience, you need to 
have a digital presence in 
the streams where they’re 
already active. Bourgeois 
offers a practical step-by-
step guide for discern-
ing and implementing a 
digital strategy for your 
ministry. He provides an 
overview of how Chris-
tians can use technology 
and communication me-
dia wisely, with concrete 
ideas for churches and 
nonprofit organizations.

God and Evil: The Case 
for God in a World 
Filled with Pain, 
contributions by profes-
sors William Lane Craig, 
Garry DeWeese and Doug 
Geivett, IVP, January 
2013. The question of evil 
— its origins, its justifica-
tion, its solution — has 
plagued humankind from 
the beginning. Every 
generation raises the ques-
tion and struggles with 
the responses it is given. 
Questions about the 
nature of evil and how it is 
reconciled with the truth 
claims of Christianity are 
unavoidable; we need to 
be prepared to respond to 
such questions with great 
clarity and good faith. God 
and Evil compiles the best 
thinking on all angles on 
the question of evil, from 
some of the finest scholars 
in religion, philosophy 
and apologetics.

What Every Pastor Should Know: 101 Indispensable Rules of 
Thumb for Leading Your Church, coauthored by Gary L. McIntosh 
(professor of Christian ministry and leadership), Baker Books, April 2013. 
Pastors and church leaders are constantly faced with tough questions. 
What size staff does the church need? How many workers are needed in 
the nursery this month? When is the right time to start a second worship 
service? How does seating and parking impact worship attendance? What 
Every Pastor Should Know offers 101 valuable rules and time-tested wisdom 
to help answer real-life ministry questions.

S I X - W O R D  S U M M A R Y

 Accessible, discussable 
overview of Reformed theology.

 Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples, 
 by Michael Horton (’87), Zondervan, February 2013.
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It’s been 34 years since Sherrill 
(Hennings, ’71) Bragg first set foot 
on Peruvian soil. Four children 
and 14 grandchildren later, Sherrill 
is currently working to complete 
a project she and her husband, 
Everett Bragg (’71), started in the 
Peruvian jungle six years ago. After 
Biola, Sherrill and Everett moved to 
South America to work with tribes 
in the Amazon. Soon, the couple 
learned that native children were 
being accused of sorcery and were 
being beaten or killed by local witch 
doctors. “We had heard stories from 
other missionaries in the past about 
this cultural practice,” Sherrill said. 
“We began to receive and discover 
other cases of native children being 
burned, buried alive and beaten to 
death after being accused of being 
a witch and causing sickness in 
the villages.” The Braggs started 
The Refuge of Glory Asheninka 
Children’s Shelter in 2007 to take 
in abused children and to protect 
children from torture and captiv-
ity. Now in 2013, the shelter is still 
unfinished. “We have had enormous 
spiritual warfare involved in this 
project but desire to see it finished 
so that the innocent children can 
be rescued and transformed by the 
power of God,” Sherrill said. Before 
moving to Peru to work with the 
Asheninka tribe, Sherrill gradu-
ated from Biola with a degree in 
Christian education and later took 
a few doctoral classes through the 
intercultural studies department. 
“I was challenged to give my life 
totally to the cause of Christ and his 
Great Commission,” she said. This 
year, Sherrill and her husband have 
temporarily relocated to Killeen, 
Texas, and have been speaking to 
local churches about their children’s 
shelter.

NEWS AND NOTES

Al Patapoff (’47) became a nutritionist 
and certified pain management specialist 
in January 2013. After graduating from 
Biola, Patapoff earned a sociology degree 
with a minor in psychology from Pasadena 
Nazarene College and became founding 
president of the Southern California 
Christian College Conference. Patapoff, 
who will be turning 79 this year, will 
celebrate his 60th wedding anniversary with 
his wife, Dorothy, in July 2013.

Jacqueline (St. Pierre, ’59) Mansen and her 
husband, Rich, recently finished a worship 
songbook in the Wayuu language. Jackie and 
Rich have been Wycliffe Bible Translators 
in Columbia and Venezuela for more than 
50 years.

William Higgins (’73) recently published 
Your Road to Damascus: 6 Biblical Secrets for 
an Effective Job Search, through MindWare 
Publishing. Higgins’ book encourages 
readers to have hope in God even in the 
midst of searching for jobs. The book is 
available on Amazon and at Barnes & Noble.

Bob Fritch (’81) recently became the 
Mountain Region coordinator for Day of 
Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem. Fritch is 
also a pastor and regional coordinator for 
Eagles Wings Ministry.

Scott (’94, M.A. ’05) and Erica (Hansen, ’06) 
Foster welcomed Claire Lillian Foster to 
their family on April 15, 2012.

Earl R. Henslin (Ph.D. ’86) presented at 
the “First Conference on Brain Ecology” 
in Moscow, Russia, in May. He was 
requested to come by the Interdisciplinary 
Medical Association of Russia due to his 
groundbreaking work in SPECT Brain 
Imaging. He spoke on his books This is Your 
Brain in Love and This is Your Brain on Joy. 
He also spoke to therapists in the area and 
various churches in Moscow.

Caroline (Smith, ’87) Timmins recently 
published Anchored: Walking by Faith, 
Living with Hope, Remembering Karina, 
available on Amazon. It is the true story of a 
young girl ’s faith in the midst of her ordeal 
with cancer.

Bill Dyment (Ph.D. ’89) recently published 
Fire Your Excuses, a book geared toward 
helping people live excuse-free lives. 
Dyment and coauthor Marcus Dayhoff 
seek to help readers stop destructive habits 
and behaviors in an effort to make lasting 
changes. The book is available on Amazon 
and at Barnes & Noble.

Rich Lockwood (’91) recently became 
an assurance principal at Decosimo, a 
public accounting and advisory firm, in 
Nashville, Tenn. Lockwood is a member of 
the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, the Institute of Internal 
Auditors and the Tennessee Society of 
Certified Public Accountants.

Continued on page 34

 Did You 
 Know?

Recent Biola graduate Amanda (Andrews, ’13) Tortorello 
was recently listed in OC Metro magazine’s list of “40 
under 40,” recognizing Orange County’s “most impressive 
young entrepreneurs, executives and professionals.” The 
youngest woman recognized, Andrews is noted for her 
leadership in Biola’s influential Social Justice Ministry and 
advocacy to protect the victims of sex-trafficking.
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State of the Alumni Union
As many of you who completed last year’s 
alumni survey may recall, the alumni office 
has gone through an extensive review of 
programs and services. In a recent “state of 
the alumni union” address, we were pleased 
to share with the university Board of Trustees 
— and now you — some great service 
improvements. The following five areas have 
been our focus this past year.

1   Hire an alumni director. This was 
completed with an excellent hire of 
Maria Zalesky. Maria brings experience, 
skill and many ideas for program 
enhancements. She is also a capable 
manager and will do an excellent job 
within the alumni office. We are pleased 
to have her as part of the alumni team.

2   Create a new strategy for alumni 
communications and engagement. 
The first step was a brand new alumni 
website that is now complete and service 
oriented. Whether you are looking for a 
job link, career networking, a lost alumni 
friend or some great alumni events to 
attend, the new website is the place to 
visit. You can check it out right now 
at biola.edu/alumni. Other improved 
communications include a regular 
alumni newsletter, and a new event 
invitation strategy with both mail and 
Web invitations.

3   Program improvements. We have 
focused on young alumni and current 
student programs — including an 
enhanced Student Alumni Association 
(SAA) and strategic career networking 
events for young alumni — which have 
been launched in recent months, and will 
make you wish you were back in school! 
Biola Weekend has also undergone 
amazing changes, and we are scheduling 

numerous activities with President Barry 
H. Corey, including the new “Biola on 
the Road” events (biola.edu/otr).

4   Create a refreshed alumni board 
strategy. Looking for ways to get 
involved at Biola? The alumni board 
may be your opportunity. A renewed 
energy of service has been created with 
sub-committees that focus on areas 
such as board recruitment, events, 
fundraising and administration. The 
addition of numerous young alumni on 
the board has ensured an excited young 
voice and new, creative ideas for your 
alumni programs.

5   Revise the regional networking 
events (alumni chapters). We are 
reworking the regional networks to bring 
the best of Biola to you. This summer’s 
schedule will include 15 regional events/
student send-offs where we hope to 
see you! During the next year we will 
bring to you faculty, music, training and 
lectures that will remind you why you 
attended this great university and make 
you wish you were still a student.

We are excited about the great things 
happening at Biola and we know you will be 
as well. Thanks for your recommendations 
and suggestions, as together we are Alumni 
for Life!

Rick Bee (’79, M.A. ’90, Ph.D. ’01) is senior 
director of alumni relations. Email him at 
alumni@biola.edu or call (562) 903-4728.
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W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ?Mark and Cari (Davison, ’95) Sacaris were 
married at the Frederick Loewe Estate in 
Palm Springs, Calif., on April 6, 2013. Mark 
is the president of Center for Health Care 
Education, a consulting services company 
that specializes in the pharmaceutical 
and medical device industry. Cari is an 
executive sales representative for Lilly 
Pharmaceuticals. They currently reside in 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, Calif.

Martin (’96) and Kim Zapata are excited 
to announce the birth of their second son, 
Kellan Garrett, on April 12, 2012. Kellan 
joins big brother Rigel Louis, born Nov. 4, 
2010. The family of four resides in Yorba 
Linda, Calif.

Todd Rettberg (M.A. ’99) recently published 
the book Life’s a Pain: Journeying by Faith 
When Every Step Hurts. The book is written 
for those who are suffering with daily chronic 
pain, those who take care of them and those 
who need to learn to be able to journey with 
those suffering. Rettberg has been the senior 
pastor at Sierra Vista Community Church in 
Upland, Calif., since 2000. 

Annie (Punt, ’00) Petteys was recently 
awarded the Outstanding Thesis Award 
from Cal State Long Beach for her thesis, 
“The Effect of Neonatal Palliative Care 
Consultation on NICU Parent Stress.” 
Petteys has been working in the Long Beach 
Memorial NICU for the past 13 years.

Tami Miller (’03) graduated from Biola’s 
BOLD program and went on to complete her 
M.A. in clinical psychology from APU. She 
has since become a licensed marriage and 
family therapist who practices in Redlands, 
Calif., at Restoration Counseling Service. 
RCS offers free relationship articles and 
daily marital encouragement at www.
restorationcs.com

C.J. Stunkard (’04) recently published 
Stronghold, a Christian inspirational 
fiction novel about a man struggling 
with temptation. The novel is available 
on Amazon and Stunkard’s website, 
3lcpublishing.com.

Andrew and Danica (Daniels, ’04) 
Halverson welcomed their second child, 
Jocelyn Noel, into their family on Dec. 
18, 2012. The Halversons, along with big 
brother, Bryce, are excited to welcome their 
almost-Christmas baby into the family.

Ryan (’07) and Katieanne (Clarendon, ’07) 
George welcomed their first child, Rebecca, 
on Jan. 16, 2013. Ryan is currently a physical 
education teacher in Rialto, Calif., and 
Katieanne is working as a dental hygienist in 
Redlands.

Kira (Williams, ’07) and Brett McCracken 
were married on April 7, 2013, at the 
Brookside Equestrian Center in Walnut, 
Calif. Alumni in the wedding party included 
Lyndsey (Mercer, ’07) White, Natalie 
(Thornton, ’07) Astor, Carly Ellis (’07), 
Michelle (Nguyen, ’05) Williams, Mandy 
(Elkins, ’05) Long, Victoria (Trevithick, 
’05) Smith, Jason Newell (’02), Brett 
Williams (’05), Brady Schrock (’06) and 
officiant Travis Collins (’05, M.A. ’07).

David (’08) and Marisa (Flores, ’09) 
Caple were married on March 8, 2013, in 
downtown Los Angeles. Biolans Caitlin 
Holliday (’09), Becca Wegener (’08), Heidi 
(Myers, ’09) Vankooten, David Jacobson 
(’08) and Jared Gibo (’08) were in the 
wedding party.

Jared (’08) and Shonna Ridgeway are proud 
to announce the birth of their daughter, 
Ella Grace Ridgeway, born Dec. 12, 2012, in 
Bozeman, Mont.

Continued on page 36

Erin DaSilva (’10) recently became 
a race director for Ugly Dog Events, 
a 5K race organization based in San 
Diego, Calif., that facilitates creatively 
themed races across the country. The 
adventure-racing company creates 
everything from urban scavenger 
hunts to mud runs to a glow-in-the-
dark nighttime 5K where runners 
dash through walls of glow water each 
kilometer. Erin oversees and manages 
three races from start to finish. Ugly 
Dog gives 10 percent of proceeds 
from their races to charity, and part of 
Erin’s job is to connect each race, like 
“Muddy Mama” and the “Mustache 
Dash,” to a nonprofit organization. A 
former softball player at Biola, Erin 
said learning to cultivate friendships 
at Biola helped her know how to work 
well with the team at her current job. 
“I think my Biola education definitely 
prepared me to extend compassion 
to my peers, race competitors and 
those in need through business,” Erin 
said. After graduating from Biola with 
a degree in business management, 
Erin earned a certificate in event and 
meeting planning from California 
State University, Fullerton, and she 
is currently finishing up her master’s 
degree in sports management from San 
Diego State University. This year, Erin 
was required to work an internship 
for her graduate program, and after 
searching for job opportunities, she 
found Ugly Dog Events. Working her 
way up into a management position 
and becoming the director of race 
directors is one of Erin’s future goals. 
With the experience she has now in 
race directing and event planning, she 
also hopes to eventually get into music 
festival planning. Picture This!

Biola is on Instagram! Follow the 
photo updates @biolauniversity.
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Julie Sagatelian (’81) 
Financial adviser and mother of triplets 

Since graduating from Biola in 1981 with a degree in intercultural 
studies and business, Julie Sagatelian has become a respected financial 
planner with a passion for creating financial strategies. As a financial 
adviser at Waddell & Reed in Pasadena, Sagatelian puts into practice 
the skills she first learned working in her family’s business and from 
observing entrepreneurs in her church. Meanwhile, she and her 
husband, Alex, have a full home life thanks to their 4-year-old triplets, 
Natalie, Nicholas and Garren — born when she was a young 49! She 
recently shared her story with Biola Magazine.

A B O U T  T H E  
I L L U S T R A T O R

Erin Vaughan ('12) is a Los Angeles-based freelance illustrator and co-owner of online paper shop Golden Pines 
Paper. She is available for freelance and contract work: erinvaughanillustration.com and goldenpinespaper.com.

A lot of my business is work-
ing with couples, women and 
families in their financial plan-
ning and investments. I specialize 
in retirement plans for small- to 
mid-sized family-owned busi-
nesses as well, having grown up in 
my family business. I especially 
love working with seniors. 

What we do is help clients put 
together a plan and a strategy 
for their financial future. If you 
think about it, every goal we have, 
whether we want to buy a house 
or invest for our retirement, costs 
money. Having a plan and a strat-
egy to reach our financial goals so 
we can reach our ultimate goals 
as an individual and as a family is 
very rewarding.

I grew up in a phenomenal 
church, Bethany Church in 
Sierra Madre. Many families 
in our church owned their 
own companies. They were all 
entrepreneurs creating legacies 
for their families and our church. 
My dad was one of those business 
owners and real estate investors, 
so I learned a strong work ethic 
from when I was a toddler. I am 
so blessed to have grown up with 
such wonderful role models. 
Thanks to them, I’ve always had 

a strong background in business 
and finance.

The summer before I trans-
ferred to Biola I really had an 
eye-opening experience on a 
short-term mission trip to Indo-
nesia. I lived in a village with two 
missionary families and all four 
parents were Biola alumni. I was 
already accepted into Biola, but it 
confirmed for me that I had made 
the right choice in Biola. Because 
of my missionary trip, I changed 
my major from business to inter-
cultural studies, with the thought 
that I would go into international 
business as a tentmaker.

My senior year, I served on the 
SMU Missions Conference Com-
mittee, where I was responsible 
for lining up all the speakers. 
Elizabeth Elliot was our keynote 
speaker and I had the amazing 
opportunity to spend two days 
with her. Her now famous story of 
her husband’s murder along with 
other missionary men in Ecuador 
gave her strength as a Christian 
woman, mother and missionary 
— a real inspiration!

I met my husband later in life 
and we married in 2005. Neither 
of us had children, so we thought 

we would try for one. Be careful 
what you wish for! We say that 
God knew that at my age there 
was only going to be one preg-
nancy so he decided to bless us 
with triplets!

When our first ultrasound 
showed three heartbeats, our 
fertility doctor talked to us about 
“selective reduction” (code for 
abortion). My husband said, 
“Doc, look at that screen … that’s 
life!” The doctor agreed and that 
was the end of the conversation. 
It was a pretty powerful moment 
to make a stand for life and God’s 
perfect plan! 

My doctors started my labor at 
26 and a half weeks by accident. 
They could not stop my labor, 
so I was in labor and in bed for 
two months!

Our three miracles were born 
healthy in September 2008. 
All at the same time, the credit 
crisis hit, the stock market turned 
south, Alex got laid off of work 
and the Sagatelian household 
exploded with three premature 
babies — followed by four years 
of sleep deprivation!

Recently, Rick Bee invited me 
to guest teach his “Faith and 
Money” class at Biola. While 
discussing the basics of investing, 
I shared a few stories about clients 
who started saving small amounts 
of money and over decades their 
monthly investing has grown into 
large family trusts and retire-
ments. I reminded the students 
that the decisions they make 
today will affect them, their chil-
dren and their grandchildren for 
the rest of their lives! What legacy 
do they want to create and leave 
for their families, their church 
and for God’s kingdom? 

After the class, the students 
surrounded me, anxious with 
questions of how they can get 
started investing today. It’s 
rewarding for me to “pay it for-
ward,” sharing the wisdom and 
advice my role models passed on 
to me when I was a kid growing up 
and after I graduated from Biola.
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News & Notes

Please limit your updates to 60 words and 
include your years of graduation or last year 
you attended Biola.

Death announcements must be submitted 
by a family member or be accompanied by a 
photocopy of a published obituary.
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biolamag@biola.edu

WEBSITE 
magazine.biola.edu

MAIL 
News & Notes 
Biola Magazine 
13800 Biola Avenue 
La Mirada,  
CA, 90639

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ?

In 2012, Craig Mayes (M.A. ’80) 
was named the new executive direc-
tor of the New York City Rescue 
Mission, the oldest rescue mission 
in the United States. After volun-
teering at the rescue mission for four 
years, Mayes was asked to step into 
the executive role. “I went from the 
kitchen to the top floor,” Mayes said. 
“I most of the time prefer to be in 
the kitchen, but this is what God has 
for me right now.” Mayes, who pas-
tored two megachurches prior to his 
role at the mission, said he feels like 
he’s in the right place working with 
the poor. Instead of just feeding and 
clothing the homeless in the city, 
Mayes said he is looking to imple-
ment more long-term programs that 
will attack the root of homelessness. 
“We’re going to eliminate hunger 
and homelessness one life at a 
time, in the name of Jesus,” Mayes 
said. Prior to working at the NYC 
Rescue Mission, Mayes attended 
Biola’s Talbot School of Theology, 
where he earned his master’s degree 
in theology. Influenced to pursue 
counseling after Rosemead School 
of Psychology came under the Biola 
umbrella in 1977, Mayes went on to 
earn his Ph.D. in counseling from 
Wayne State University in Detroit, 
Mich., where he eventually became 
a faculty member and head of the 
psychology department. It was 
in Detroit that Mayes got his first 
experience working at an inner city 
rescue mission and addiction treat-
ment center. His work in Detroit 
and a trip to India influenced Mayes 
to help start a church in New York 
focused on helping the poor in the 
community. In the future, Mayes 
said he and his wife, Chris, want to 
continue working to end homeless-
ness and to fulfill the biblical man-
date to care for the poor and needy.  

Books authored by alumni may be featured 
either in News & Notes or in the Book by 
Biolans section, depending on space availability. 
In order to appear in the Books by Biolans 
section, self-published books must have a back 
cover endorsement from a known name in the 
book’s field.

Photos must be at least 1 megabyte for digital 
photos. Photo inclusion is based on space 
availability. Print photos will not be returned.

Your update will appear in the first available issue.

Josh and Katelyn (Steaffens, ’08) Szimonisz 
are pleased to announce the birth of their 
first child, Selah Grace, born on March, 13, 
2013, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Dirk (’09) and Amy Jo (Thompson, ’09) 
Konopik are excited to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Remington (Remy) Faith 
Konopik, born early at 25 weeks on March 
11, 2013, in Norfolk, Va. Dirk and Amy 
Jo ask for prayers for Remy’s health and 
continued growth.

Zachary Newcott (’09) recently published a 
science fiction fantasy novel titled Haven. 
Newcott’s new book is a combination of 
everything he loves: science fiction, young 
adult literature and religious themes. The 
novel is available in paperback and in a 
Kindle edition on Amazon.

Michelle Onuorah (’12) recently published 
the novel Type N, a science fiction thriller 
about a girl whose blood can cure any 
disease. It is available on Amazon.

IN MEMORIAM

John Junior Bergen (’45) passed away at the age 
of 92 on Feb. 17, 2013, in Grants Pass, Ore. John 
was born on July 22, 1920, in Reedley, Calif., and 
after graduating from Biola, he married Violet, 
whom he met while at Biola. The couple served 
in Southern California for several years before 
God led them into foreign missions in Nigeria 
and Ghana. The couple championed Christian 
education and outreach to youth and local 

pastors. In 1972, John founded the Maranatha 
Bible College in Ghana to teach evening Bible 
classes to working men and women. In 2006, 
Violet passed away after the couple retired to 
Grants Pass, Ore. In 2009, John married Pam, 
his second wife, and the couple remained active 
in their church in Oregon.

Neil Pagard (’51) died on Feb. 14, 2013, at 
the age of 84. Neil was born in Los Angeles in 
1928 to Danish missionary parents and then 
lived in South Africa while his parents worked 
in Swaziland. In 1950, Neil married Billie, 
his college sweetheart. The couple moved to 
Swaziland, where Neil served as the principal 
of Franson Christian High School for 17 years. 
Twenty years later, Neil became the director 
of Campus Crusade in Swaziland. Neil was 
active in the African Enterprises and worked 
as the coordinator for the National Initiative 
for Reconciliation in 1984. Neil’s wife, Billie, 
preceded him in death in 2006. Even in poor 
health, Neil was a gentle, caring, intelligent and 
loving man.

Douglas Dean Harris (’71) passed away on 
April, 2, 2013. Dean and his wife, Laurie, were 
both teachers and faithful members of their 
church, Rose Drive Friends Church in Yorba 
Linda, Calif. Dean leaves behind his wife, Laurie; 
his daughter Rebekah, and his son, Andrew.
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Memory Lane

Biola dorm life in the 1920s looked a bit different than it does in the 
2010s. Laptops, TVs and iPhones were still accessories of the distant 
future, and Bible-verse-embroidered wall hangings were perhaps 
more common design accents than today’s Pinterest-inspired 
DIY dorm decor. But some things haven’t changed. Like the Bible 
Institute student seen here, Biola students today still spend plenty 
of time in their dorm rooms with noses buried in books — the Bible 
chief among them.



38

At Biola University’s six graduate schools, nearly 2,000 graduate students are currently 
pursuing master’s and doctoral degrees in a wide variety of fields. 

Could this be you too? 

Talbot School of Theology 
M.A. (Bible Exposition, New Testament, Old Testament, 
Philosophy of Religion and Ethics, Theology & more) 

M.A. in Christian Education

M.A. in Christian Ministry and Leadership

M.A. in Spiritual Formation and Soul Care

M.Div. (Master of Divinity)

Th.M. (Master of Theology)

D.Min. (Doctor of Ministry)

Ed.D. in Educational Studies

Ph.D. in Educational Studies

Rosemead School of Psychology
Psy.D. (Doctor of Psychology) in Clinical Psychology

Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) in Clinical Psychology

Crowell School of Business
MBA (Master of Business Administration)

School of Arts and Sciences
M.A. in Christian Apologetics

M.A. in Science & Religion

School of Education
M.A.Ed. (Master of Arts in Education)

M.A.T. (Master of Arts in Teaching) 

Credential Programs

Online Programs

Cook School of Intercultural Studies
M.A. (Anthropology, Intercultural Education, Missiology, 
Applied Linguistics, TESOL)

Ph.D. (Intercultural Education, Intercultural Studies) 

Doctor of Missiology

For more information on 
graduate programs at Biola, 
visit www.biola.edu/grad
or call 1-888-985-9858.

your eduCation 
Can Continue 

at biola.

interested in a graduate degree 
to advanCe your professional or 
aCademiC standing?
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This issue’s Last Word comes from the Talbot School of Theology faculty blog, The Good Book Blog (thegoodbookblog.com). This 
article is adapted from a post that originally appeared on April 4, 2013.

When Relevance Trumps Reverence
The Peace and Love Hippie Hostel is one of 
Paris’ most budget-friendly, a dingy sanctu-
ary for under-showered backpackers. It was 
there that I met Derrick. Derrick didn’t believe 
in organized religion. Derrick didn’t believe 
in unorganized religion. Derrick believed in 
marijuana, and that marijuana alone gave life 
meaning. One factor that drove Derrick to find 
meaning in chemicals rather than Christ was, 
quite frankly, Christ’s people — the church. 

In Derrick’s own words, “whatever the 
world can do, Christians can do 10 years later 
and worse.” He went on to cite Christian 
music, movies, literature and church trends 
that struck him as derivative, contrived and 
inauthentic. The big irony is that many of these 
Christian endeavors were aimed precisely at 
being relevant to guys like Derrick. The harder 
the church tried to be relevant, the more ir-
relevant she became.

Behind this irony lies a question that is 
both good and dangerous. It is what we may 
call the “Relevance Question”: What would it 
look like for us, as believers, to be relevant to 
unbelievers? We don’t want the Derricks of the 
world to see us as a quirky tribe of xenophobes. 
So in answering the Relevance Question we 
usually come up with a projection of what 
we think those unbelievers out there are like. 
Once we think we’ve got a good grip on the 
tastes and preferences of our unbelieving 
target demographic, we reinvent how we do 
Christianity so that what we’re selling coin-
cides with what they’re buying. As perceived 
demand shapes what we supply, innovative 
church models begin to emerge. We make 
Jesus relevant again.

Or do we?
Not according to Derrick and the many 

like him. With the Relevance Question as the 
first step in our journey, our final destination 
is irrelevance. When relevance is our first 
priority we end up powered not by the Spirit of 
Christ, but the spirit of the age. 

There is a more fundamental question we 
must face squarely together. Before asking 
what relevance looks like to this or that culture 
(or subculture), we must first ask “Who is the 

Jesus we exist to reverently worship and reflect 
with our lives?” Let’s call this the “Reverence 
Question.”

When we put the Relevance Question 
ahead of the Reverence Question, a few things 
happen:

1. We alienate anyone who doesn’t fit the 
bill. If we start with a drive to be relevant to 
postmoderns, then we become instantly irrel-
evant to anyone who still puts faith in science, 
values logical propositions or holds out hope 
for objective truth. If we assume that post-
modernism is in the Oval Office of ideas in 
Western culture (and that’s debatable), there 
are still protesters in the streets who voted for 
the other guy. Don’t they need the gospel too?

2. We play a never-ending game of follow 
the leader. Like every other “ism” created 
by human minds, postmodernism’s days are 
numbered. Eventually we will realize that our 
postmodern church is yesterday’s news and 
we will dream up a post-postmodern church. 
In this train of thought, the church has made 
herself the caboose, always trailing distantly 
behind the engine of culture. Shouldn’t Jesus 
be our engine, and his word the tracks we fol-
low into the future?

3. We present a torn portrait of Jesus to the 
world. Postmoderns, so we are told, value the 
image over the word, mystery over certainty, 
questions over answers, the relational over the 
rational. The relevance-driven church follows 
suit. Yet Christ is simultaneously relational 
and rational. He used words and images, mys-
teries and certainties, questions and answers. 
Shouldn’t we be displaying a wider spectrum 
of Jesus’ radiance to the watching world?

4. We lose sight of the chief end of every-
thing. The chief end not only of man, but of 
everything, is to glorify God. Driven by the 
conviction that “the aim and final end of all 
music is none other than the glory of God,” 
Johann Sebastian Bach created some of the 
most beautiful music ever composed. What if 
the primary factor determining where Bach’s 
dots fell on the score sheet had merely been 
making something that people would like? Do 
you think his music would have been as power-

ful? Me neither. There is a profound difference 
between art motivated by adoration for God 
and that motivated by the approval of people. 

In sum: Live a life of authentic reverence 
for Jesus and you become relevant to the 
watching world. Live your life to become rel-
evant and you become both irreverent to Jesus 
and irrelevant to the watching world. Before 
we ruminate on how to reach seekers, we must 
focus on how to revere the Great Seeker, the 
God who seeks worshippers who worship him 
in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). You exist “to 
the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:12b, 14b), “so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glori-
fied in you” (2 Thess. 1:12a), that your life and 
mine would shout together Paul’s anthem “to 
him be glory forever” (Rom. 11:36b)!

Thaddeus Williams (’01, M.A. ’05) is 
an adjunct professor of biblical and 
theological studies at Biola. He holds a 
Ph.D. in theology from Vrije Universiteit 
of Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
Download a free copy of Williams’ book, 
The Exchange, at www.rereform.com/
theexchange.
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• rEMorSE or rEWard •

“It ought to be  

the business  

of every day  

to prepare  

for our last day.” 

MattHEW HENry

On your last day, will you 

look back on your life and 

regret how little you gave to 

God’s work, or will you wish 

you’d kept more for yourself? 

The way we steward God’s 

resources in this life matters 

for the life to come. Every wise 

act of stewardship can be a 

signpost of heaven, a glimpse 

of our future reward.

•  1.800.445.4749 • planned.giving@biola.edu •

Biola University makes 

wise stewardship simple 

with its free estate planning 

guidance. If you’re looking to 

review or establish your estate 

plans, ensuring that you 

maximize the impact of God’s 

money, visit “My Legacy 

Planner” at biola.edu/mlp or 

contact our office today.


