
 
NATIONAL NOTABLES

 
● Biola University’s increasing prominence and growing reputation has been recognized 

by U.S. News & World Report, which gave Biola its highest rating ever in 2011 
and named Biola as one of the country’s “up and coming” national universities for 
its “promising and innovative changes in the areas of academics, faculty and student 
life.” This recognition was given to just 28 national universities in the 2011 rankings and 
only 17 in the 2012 rankings. Biola secured a spot on the list two years in a row.
 

● Biola is one of only two CCCU (Council for Christian Colleges & Universities) member 
schools in the Western half of the United States to be classified as a Doctoral Research 
University by the Carnegie Foundation. Biola is also the second-largest school in the 
CCCU.
 

● Biola’s smart, ambitious student body is one of the reasons why Newsweek recognized 
Biola in both 2011 and 2010 as one of “25 Great Schools With Great Weather,” 
highlighting schools with both “terrific weather and a smart student body.” In 2011, Biola 
ranked at No. 11 on the list.

 
● Biola is a recognized leader in using technology to share its intellectual resources freely 

and widely with the world. Its innovative Open Biola website — found at open.biola.edu 
— offers hundreds of free classes, lectures, conferences and more. Biola is also 
recognized by iTunes U as one of its “Featured Providers,” alongside just 41 other 
institutions, including Cambridge, Cornell, Harvard, MIT and UCLA. In addition, Biola is 
one of the 100 most viewed university channels on YouTube.

 
● Biola faculty members run two blog collectives — The Scriptorium Daily 

(scriptoriumdaily.com) and The Good Book Blog (thegoodbookblog.com) — where they 
offer insights and commentary from a biblical worldview. The Good Book Blog is one of 
the only blogs written entirely by seminary professors. 

 
● Biola was included in the Chronicle of Higher Education’s list of 103 “Great Colleges 

to Work For” in 2012. It was also one of 42 colleges in the nation — including just 
two schools in California and three schools in the Council for Christian Colleges & 
Universities — to make the Honor Roll.

 
● Biola has become a recognized leader in Web design and strategy. Its websites 

have won numerous awards from eduStyle.com and The Webby Awards. Recently, 
Biola’s “Biola Now” was voted the best news site among colleges and universities 
by edustyle.com. EduStyle is a design gallery that showcases excellent college and 
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university Web design.
 

● Biola has also been named one of the Top 100 “Social Media Colleges” by 
StudentAdvisor.com for its use of Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other social media 
methods. StudentAdvisor.com, a Washington Post company, is a one of the leading free 
resources for college reviews, news and advice.

 
● Biola was recognized by The Education Trust in August 2010 as having one of the top 

five highest Hispanic graduation rates compared to white students on campus. This 
highlights the concerted efforts Biola has taken to ensure the educational success of its 
Hispanic students.

 
● The Huffington Post recognized Biola as one of four colleges that have especially 

harnessed the power of blogs to communicate to the next generation regarding campus 
life. Biola Blogs made the top of the list, followed by John Hopkins University, Colby 
College, and MIT. 

 
● Biola’s Torrey Honors Institute, based on the Oxford tutorial model, is one of the top 

Great Books programs in the nation.
 

● The Biola Media Conference, which brings more than 500 entertainment industry 
professionals to the CBS Studios backlot each April, is the largest event in the nation for 
people of faith working in the television and film entertainment industry.

 
● Biola is widely recognized as a leader in the field of philosophy. The Master of Arts in 

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics program at Biola’s Talbot School of Theology is one 
of the largest of its kind in the United States. Philosophi Christi, one of four academic 
journals published by Biola, is currently the highest-circulating journal of the philosophy 
of religion in the world.
 

● Thirteen Biola baseball players have been drafted by Major League Baseball.
 

● The Chimes, Biola University’s student-run newspaper, was awarded the Associated 
Collegiate Press’ Pacemaker Award on Oct. 29, 2011, for the first time in the 
newspaper’s history. The award is the top prize for non-daily newspapers at U.S. 
colleges and universities.
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