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A Letter from your

E  D  I  T  O  R

There’s something absolutely magical to me about a pink balloon. 
For one, people look at you differently when you’re carrying a bal-
loon. They wish you a happy birthday, or just generally send warm 
fuzzy feelings in your direction. They smile when they see the 
bright pop of color unexpectedly bobbing above your head. With it 
tied to your backpack, you can feel like you have a friend with you 
at all times.

One of the great myths of American society is that you need a 
particular reason to have a balloon. If you believe this, let me tell 
you — you’ve been duped. Absolutely anyone can trot down to the 
nearby Albertsons and buy yourself a dose of instant happiness for 
only one dollar. And as the employee will be quick to point out, 
you get a price break if you buy in bulk! More balloons and more 
happiness for “less” money? That’s why I rarely ever leave the florist 

department with less than a dozen balloons, even when I only 
needed one. So much for spending less; I can never resist a sale.

Perhaps my love of balloons is tied to my love of flying. I have re-
curring dreams on the subject often. Sometimes I’m like Curious 
George and accidentally float away on a big bunch of balloons. 
Other times, I find that I can simply think my feet off the ground 
and into the sky. But every time, the initial rush of flying gives 
way to the awful realization that I am up in the air with no way of 
getting safely down. Suddenly, delight turns into terror.

I wonder if this is a little bit how all of life is like. We desperately 
want to get off the ground and fly. Whether that means finish-
ing college, getting the right job, or meeting the perfect person. 
Perhaps we want to get off the ground in our family; we long for 
them to recognize us for who we are and how much we have 
changed. Or perhaps flying means finding the courage to follow 
what we feel God is calling us to, even when doing so is the scari-
est thing in the world. We long to float upwards into freedom 
and success, but fear losing the comfort of the familiar hands that 
support us where we are. I can’t speak for everyone, but I think 
this is not an uncommon experience in life. 

We are living in tension. 

The tension between what we long for and what we fear will hap-
pen. The tension in the space between the clouds and the ground, 
when we’re not quite sure if we’re closer to falling or flying. We 
want to do what we were made for, but with that comes the risk 
of failure or hurt. Like a balloon on the end of a string, we dance 
in the wind, but stay close to the ground, feeling the tensions of 
being in between.

We speak to that in this issue. In these pages, you can explore 
with us some of the tensions we live in every day. There’s the de-
caying physical world all around us, waiting to be redeemed and 
begging for our care. There’s the jungle of our own finances, de-
manding our attention and wise cultivation.

We talk to individuals in families who don’t understand the faith 
they live for. People share their stories of trying to follow God’s 
calling on their lives despite challenges and controversy. And we 
ask what it means to be a campus family living in tension, but 
working every day to get through it for the greater cause of fel-
lowship in Christ.

Join us also in some moments of lighthearted fun along the way. 
We took a staff road trip this semester, and we have the 411 on 
how you can do it too. We address the #hip factor at Biola, with 
a behind the scenes interview of our cooler-than-he-gives-him-
self-credit-for president DBC. And we have some fun ideas for 
your new year’s resolution list with our 13 Themes for 2013 ar-
ticle.

There are many bits of light and joy to relieve life’s tensions, if 
you only know where to look. We hope this issue of The Point 
not only reveals some of those tensions, but begins to explore 
solutions. We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we had fun 
creating it. 

And next time you need to smile, treat yourself to a balloon and 
buy one for a friend too. After all, they’re only a dollar!
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President Dr. Barry Corey, known affectionately by his students as DBC, never expected 
Biolans to view him as a celebrity on campus.

“When I was in high school, I really wasn’t that hip,” he says. On weekends, he was playing 
board games with friends or spending quality time with his parents around the TV. He be-
lieves that he did not have the “cool factor” and that this is still true today.

But that all started to change when his wife Paula bought him a little black book — “The 
Little Hiptionary,” that is. 

“That was maybe the family joke behind [the “Hiptionary”] — that I need all the help I can 
get to be a little bit more hipper and to communicate to this generation of students,” DBC 
says. Laughing, he recalls using the book for the first time in chapel and realizing that people 
liked it. The book is occasionally used in chapel and is sort of his “schtick,” as he describes it. 

DBC spent time working at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in Boston, and Mrs. Co-
rey knew he would need a “vocabulary recalibration” upon coming to Biola. The transition 
from a seminary to a university would require a different type of lingo, according to DBC.

“Despite what students think of me, I am just an ordinary guy,” DBC says. “I think [my chil-
dren] love me and respect me, but when people started thinking I was cool, they were like, 
‘You have to be kidding me.’”

DBC describes himself as being notorious for using words that do not exist. He leans in to 
say that one of his secrets is, “I sometimes sing the wrong lyrics to a song.”  

The hiptionary has helped keep him on track. But in the beginning, when he used the book 
there were minor complications with the pronunciation or a word. “Everybody is looking at 
me, almost to say it’s gi-nor-mous, not guy-normous,” DBC recalls from one chapel speaking 
experience. “The irony is in trying to be hip, I pronounced a word that every student knows 
as gi-nor-mous.” Trying to be hip had seemingly made him less hip, he says.

DBC jokes that the authors may need to write another edition, as “The Little Hiptionary” is 
starting to lose its hipness. It helps that his family has their own words that they use, called 
“Corey Family Sayings.” DBC keeps a log to give to his children to reflect back on as they 
grow older. Currently, his family has about 100 words or phrases saved. 

[ Wegg (egg + waffle) v. - When DBC fries an egg on the waffle iron. ]

DBC describes the book as helping him look hip but does not think the words itself make 
him hip. However, DBC thinks highly of his students and believes they carry a hipness about 
them. 

“Biola students are world-changers, impressive, and high caliber,” DBC says. “I’m so proud!”

Senior cinema and media arts major Greg Sanders provides his own 
Biola-specific hiptionary words. For the rest of Greg’s words, check out pointmag.biola.edu.

The #Hip Factor 
@Biolau

gregsandman

#Sidewalk Strumming Playing wor-
ship in public places around campus, 
seemingly unaware that suitors are 
passing by.

#Tray Blazin’  The act of confidently 
walking through the Caf, letting 
everyone know you’re a new student 
or visitor by using a tray. 

#Social Network Saint Posting Scrip-
ture and/or a picture of a highlighted 
Bible verse on Facebook while sipping 
a cup of coffee.

#Worship Wander placing yourself in 
front of an attractive guy or girl dur-
ing worship so when you raise your 
hands, that “special someone” can 
see you have a deep and meaningful 
relationship with the Lord.

Brittany Cervantes // Jaicee Almond //Kristi Yumen
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I fidgeted in my Sutherland Auditorium overflow seat, my 
mind absent. It had snuck out of the Torrey Conference ses-
sions, and was wandering through beaches, mountains and 
majestic redwood trees. My mind finally re-entered my head, 
returning back into the last Torrey session of Wednesday, allow-
ing me to quickly text my fellow travelers, “We’re almost done!”

Thursday, 8:30 a.m.  Downtown L.A. Traffic.

As always, the 5 is being stubborn. With cars stopped between us, 
and a sulking steel sky above us, we are stuck only a few miles away 
from our first highway to freedom, the 101 North. Our traffic de-
lay has already spawned an Instagram account (#findthepoint), and 
inspired a budding playlist (find it at pointmag.biola.edu). Now 
is also as good a time as any to introduce you to us — the crew. 
I, Ethan Froelich, am now sitting at the wheel of the red Honda 
Fit. A perpetual impersonator of all things, I sit up front with the 
constantly cleaning and always smiling Adam Lorona, a fellow 
Biola senior and current deejay of the car. Adam smiles sneakily 
as Britney, Ke$ha and Katy are playing from his iPhone. In the 
back seat are Biola juniors Alyssa “#Hashtag” Alvarez, and Cassie 
“Laughs-when-she-gets-hurt” Acosta, singing along. Lastly, hawk-
eyed, mind-reading senior and Point editor-in-chief Patti Diaz sits 
scrunched in the middle of the back seats. But enough with the 
introductions, traffic just started moving.

Our plan seemed daunting. Five Biolans, packed in one car, with 
three days to traverse 900 miles. Leaving on Thursday at 8 a.m. 
from the Horton Hall parking lot, we began our trip by skirting 
the edge of California’s coast via the 1 and 101 freeways. We then 
camped in Big Sur, six hours north, for the first night in campsite 81 
at Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park. Day two found us hitting the northern 
most point of our journey at Big Basin Redwoods State Park, then 
heading back down to Pfeiffer, camping in campsite 66. In our de-
scent on day three, our car traveled down highway 1, stopping at 
Morro Bay, then continuing via the 41 North, to the 46 East. The 46 
joined the 5, and south we went, back through the Central Valley 
of California. After the ups and downs of the Grapevine, we arrived 
back where we started in the L.A. basin.

“My Car Smells 

Dispatches from a Weekend Spent Traveling

Like ONIONS”
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Thursday, 9:30 p.m. Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, Campsite 81.

We have made it, at least so far. After stopping at exit 90 on the 101 
and stumbling onto our own private beach, we then traveled an 
hour further, stopping to carve “The Point” in the sand of a beach 
overlooked by some bluffs, ending the day in a great mood. After 
just having eaten a dinner of beef hot dogs using our ghetto, metal 
coat hangers, and roasting s’mores over our fire, we are ready for 
some good, solid sleep (#roughin’it).

Friday, 3:14 a.m. Pfeiffer, Campsite 81.

Freaking raccoons, freaking neighbors. Lights are in my eyes from 
the pot-smokers one camp over from Olympia, Wash., who have 
just gotten the munchies and started cooking. On top of all this, five 
curious raccoons are in our camp going through our trash. This is 
the only time I wish there were a ranger close by.

I knew from experience that detours, obstacles and changes were 
inevitable on our trip, and I knew from experience we would face 
them. I have broken down in the middle of the Vegas strip, lost all 
my car’s coolant on the Grapevine, gotten stuck in a blizzard for 9 
hours, and ridden through the Mojave with a throat nearly swollen 
shut from dehydration. While our group experienced nothing ma-
jor, there were a few minor issues. Along with the aforementioned 
3:14 a.m. disturbances, our group forgot tent poles and drove an 
hour in the wrong direction (thank you iPhone Maps/me), and I 
committed the heinous crime of forgetting to keep the marshmal-
lows in the cooler, making them melt together. Yet we never fought. 
Adam and I put our sleeping bags down, sleeping on the outside 
of the tent. We made s’mores with strangely-shaped marshmallow 
blobs, and our detour barely fazed us. Problems tried to hitch a ride 
onto our trip, but they never had a chance; we drove off without 
them.

Friday, 3:35 p.m. Big Basin Redwoods State Park.

Coasting through redwood trees 100 times our age, listening to 
Bon Iver, we are in awe. With a hike planned in an hour through 
old-growth redwoods in the very first California state park ever 
established, Big Basin was worth the three-and-a-half hour drive 
north from our campsite in Big Sur. Even if the drive meant getting 
stuck in traffic with Jason Aldean playing along the way (#ihate-
countrymusic).

Saturday, 4:15 p.m. Hofbrau Restaurant, Morro Bay.

Coffee is warming my hands against the chill of the wind, which 
sweeps up cool air created by the water that has traveled all the 
way from Alaska to reach this bay. On the outer, weathered wooden 
deck of the restaurant sits an older, heavy-set man with a green T-
shirt and cargo shorts. With a slow-moving gait he sits back down 
with his wife of a similar age who is simply, and conservatively 
dressed with white, old-people shoes, barely dirtied. A younger 
couple sits across from them. Having just sat down only minutes 
ago, it appears that their rationed time has run out. Chairs scrape 
the concrete sharply, as their North Face jackets swish and designer 
jeans unfold, cross-trainers starting their motion; they still have 
places to go. As the young pass the old, the young couple say, “We 
better get going, huh?” and, “Yeah, we don’t want to waste the day 
away.” With a slow turn of their heads to the brisk-pacing younger 
couple, the older couple exclaims, “Have fun, the days go by fast.”  
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Saturday, 9:30 p.m. Arco gas station, La Mirada.

“My car smells like onions,” Adam had exclaimed last night, giv-
ing an accurate picture of our olfactory condition. Campfire smoke, 
sweat, B.O., and smells from the food we made, had all banded to-
gether, making a concerted effort to stay with us. “As much as I love 
you guys and had a great time and all, if I have to stay in this car for 
one more minute, I am going to go crazy,” Cassie exclaims from the 
cramped back seat. Earlier, at the end of the second day of our trip, 
our neighbor from campsite 65 had said, “It is amazing that after all 
that traveling, you guys are still smiling at each other.” It was true. 
For only $61 a person, our road trip has been a huge success, not 
because we spent so little, notched up 901.3 miles on the odom-
eter, or because we visited incredible landscapes. We succeeded for 
the simple reason that after three days of close quarters, we hadn’t 
killed each other, but instead had become closer to each other. We 
are exhausted, but still smiling.  And with that, I am going to take a 
much-needed shower. 

1. Instagram Great for getting quick photos of key mo-
ments. Saved us a lot of stopping and unpacking of photo 
equipment.

2. Yelp This app saved us from $50 campsites, gave us tips 
concerning rangers, what to bring and what to watch out 
for.

3. iPhone Maps While it did tell us to turn right into a cliff 
wall, it was right most of the time and got us back on track 
when we did get turned around.

4. Gas Buddy This guy told us where to get gas. Nuff said.

5. Allrecipes For planning your road trip’s meals, this helps 
a ton. With the “Dinner Spinner” feature you can pick an in-
gredient, dinner type, and time of preparation and it gives 
you multiple meal ideas.

6. Words With Friends and Draw Something These help 
pass any time spent in traffic.

6 APPS FOR THE ROAD
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Cultivating
Our Property
Exploring Ways to Care for Creation

Mark McReynolds had a problem. He was thirsty. So thirsty that 
he gratefully chugged a can of Coca-Cola, even though he does not 
normally care for soda. But this was not his only problem. McReyn-
olds was also being interviewed for a faculty position in Bardwell 
Hall, Biola University’s science building. And this is when McReyn-
olds’ empty soda can led him to the ironic discovery of the prob-
lem: There were no recycle bins in Bardwell, the very building that 
would eventually give birth to the environmental science program 
he was being interviewed to start.

The fall 2012 semester marks nearly 2½ years since the beginning of 
this program at Biola. Last year, McReynolds along with students, 
staff and other faculty members, started the Creation Stewardship 
Committee on campus. Its purpose is to act as an advisory group, 
making recommendations to administration about how to make 
Biola’s operations more environmentally and ethically friendly.

The committee has been partnering with Facilities Services in ex-
ploring possible areas of improvement, particularly in the recy-
cling program on campus. Until recently, all of the collected paper, 
cardboard, bottles and cans are sent to Escondido Disposal Inc. 
(EDCO) along with the rest of the campus garbage to be sorted. The 
committee looks to improve on the program to include more on-
campus recycling that is not all outsourced to EDCO. More recycle 
bins have been placed in campus buildings, with more outdoor re-
ceptacles expected soon. A student worker has also been hired to 
collect and sort campus recyclables.

One of the biggest hindrances to creation care on campus is the 
lack of information available. Many students aren’t even aware of 
the kinds of things that can be recycled at Biola or even where to 
put them. McReynolds found this lack of awareness even among his 
fellow faculty members. He sent his teacher’s aide out to ask other 
people in the office if they knew what happened to discarded paper 
after it was collected. Nobody was quite sure.

“We are moving slowly right now because we’re just starting,” 
McReynolds explains. “But eventually I’d like to look at most of the 
activities at Biola and say, ‘Is this a sustainable thing? Is this good 
for us and the rest of God’s creation? Are there any ethical issues 
involved in this?’ Sometimes we’re not thinking about that.”

Before she even became a student member of the Creation Stew-
ardship Committee, Sarah Croswhite, a junior intercultural stud-
ies major, did not buy one article of new clothing in 2010. Instead, 

she shopped at thrift stores in an effort to do her part in reducing 
waste and thinking about the ethical issues behind her buying hab-
its. Even today, she continues to be intentional about her shopping, 
researching companies’ practices before buying from them. Cro-
swhite says that she still buys 90 percent of her clothing used.

Believing that the root of the issue is an individual one, Croswhite 
advocates living a simpler lifestyle. She believes American Chris-
tians live with a consumer mindset that does not mirror how Jesus 
lived at all.

“One aspect that we really neglect [are] our own personal choices,” 
Croswhite says. “Even if the university isn’t doing the things we 
want them to do, you can still make the choice to recycle things, to 
actually just try and reduce the waste you create in the first place.”

A 2010 survey conducted by Nalgene, a reusable water bottle 
company, polled 3,750 individuals, 150 from each of America’s 25 
largest cities. The study inquired about the participants’ wasteful 
behavior, shopping and transportation habits, and sustainability 
efforts in order to rank the least wasteful cities in the U.S. Los An-
geles earned the number eight spot on the list. Even though Biola 
is located in Los Angeles County, 20 minutes away from a city that 
is one of the top ten least wasteful cities in the nation, McReynolds 
describes the school as “playing catch up.”

In the past, many Christians have associated “going green” with lib-
eral thinking, political agendas and conforming to cultural trends. 
When he first became interested in this topic while in seminary in 
the early 1980s, McReynolds says 1960s liberal theologians wrote 
all of the literature he could find on the subject. There were very few 
conservative evangelicals thinking about the topic of creation care.

McReynolds says that Christians often hold a “Sunday school” view 
of the earth, which is to say that God the Father made the earth a 
long time ago and then left. Next, because of the problem of sin, 
God sent Jesus. But now he is gone too and we are left with the 
Holy Spirit.

“So [the general  consensus is that] you really don’t have anybody 
down here on earth interested in any of this,” McReynolds says. 
“And where are we going to go when we die? We’re going to go up 
to heaven, so the planet here is kind of irrelevant.”

However, the first chapter of Hebrews says that Jesus not only cre-

   10Rebecca Nakashima // Christina Bryson // Daniel Kirschman
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ated all things, but also sustains them. It also states that he is the 
heir and is going to inherit all things. McReynolds sees this as an 
indication that maybe the earth is not going to become a mass of 
black cinder. It would not make much sense, McReynolds says, to 
inherit black cinder, so it is possible there is a little more to it.      

“The bigger story is that Jesus our savior has made everything,” 
McReynolds says. “He sustains everything, holds everything to-
gether, will inherit it back and died for it. Given that, I think it’s 
okay to be a Christian that is interested in creation care.”

When Matt Johnston became custodial manager at Biola in 2008, 
he immediately started pursuing the idea of making Biola’s Cus-
todial Services Department as green as it could be. Today, almost 
80 percent of all the cleaning chemicals used on campus are either 
Ecologo or Green Seal certified, which are the two most recognized 
certifiers for green cleaning products. All of the paper towels and 
toilet paper are 100 percent recycled and 60 percent post-consum-
er, while all the foam and liquid soaps used on campus are Green 
Seal, except for the hair and body soap in the showers of the gym 
locker rooms.

Due to the construction of the Talbot East building, facilities and 
maintenance services were spurred into using greener products. 
When it was announced that Biola would be building a Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) building, the depart-
ments decided that it would simply be easier to make their opera-
tion as green as possible now so they could use the same products 
in the new building.

Facilities and maintenance are also ahead of other departments in 

this area because the products custodial services uses are more en-
vironmentally restricted by California laws.

“Stuff that we’re doing by choice, the state of California is mandat-
ing just a year or two later,” Johnston says.

Student concerns and faculty influence have also played into the 
department’s environmentally responsible operation. But ultimate-
ly, Johnston is convinced of the biblical necessity for such action.

“I think there would be very little scriptural backup to say, ‘No, we 
should just trash the planet and not care about it’ as opposed to be-
ing stewards of what God’s given us, no matter what it is,” Johnston 
says. “It’s our bodies, our health, our finances, everything. It’s clear 
that we’re to care for what he’s given us.”

Technology for green products is always advancing. More energy-
efficient fluorescent lights with a smaller, ¼-inch diameter are re-
placing older lights. To improve air quality, Johnston is starting to 
purchase vacuums with High-Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) 
filters. Even something as simple as floor polish can make a dif-
ference. Johnston says that when green floor polish first became 
available it was “lousy” compared to the regular stuff, lasting only 
a month whereas the non-green polish would last six. Now, it is 
almost as good as the original.

Usually one of the first objections to environmentally safe products 
is the potentially steep cost to be paid. But after evaluating the per-
formance of all the cleaning products, it was decided that the green 
products performed better and were actually cheaper, something 
Johnston attributes to the providence of God. Today, Johnston does 
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not expect to pay more for a green product versus a non-green one.
One of the more technologically advanced products custodial ser-
vices uses are the Activeion spray bottles. Regular tap water goes in, 
ionized water chemically resembling a mild bleach solution comes 
out. When the trigger is squeezed, a slight electrical chargeq is ap-
plied to the water, allowing just enough time to break up the dirt 
and wipe it away. At first, the custodians were wary of these new 
spray bottles, but after seeing how effective they can be, Johnston 
says some even bought them to use in their own homes.

Stephanie Stater, a senior environmental science major, believes 
something as simple as taking the time to slow down and enjoy 
nature can make a significant difference to the environment. As 
co-vice president of the new Environmental Care Club on cam-
pus, Stater believes that once people learn to view nature as God’s 
creation and not as a commodity or product, it will affect the way 
they live. Spending time in creation will instill a greater sense of 
appreciation for the world God has made, she says.

“Yes, God is giving us, in a sense, a chance to use [the earth] in 
ways that will benefit man,” Stater says. “But by continuously pol-
luting and building on it in areas that really don’t need to be built 
on, it takes away from so much. In a lot of ways we’ve abused our 
authority.” 

This appreciation for God’s creation is something Stater says she 
learned at an early age. As a child growing up in Ventura, Calif., 
Stater’s parents would take her on nature hikes or to the beach. 
During their trips, they would often hand her a blank journal and 
commission her with the task of recording everything she saw.

As a member of the Creation Stewardship Committee, Stater has 
been heavily involved in the recycling efforts at Biola. In an effort 
to increase the biodiversity of Biola’s campus, the club is also plan-
ning to use their green thumbs in breaking ground soon on a few 
agricultural projects including an avocado orchard, citrus orchard 
and herb garden as an extension to the existing organic garden on 
campus. 

Both Croswhite and Stater advocate for the practice of little things 
that may seem insignificant, but actually cause positive change for 
the environment when practiced by thousands of people. Simply 
bringing a mug to Common Grounds or buying a reusable water 
bottle can eliminate the unnecessary use of paper and plastic. Even 
turning off the light when leaving a room, taking shorter showers 
and turning off the faucet when brushing teeth can begin to make 
a difference.

“[Environmental care] should be important to Christians because 
it’s important to God,” Croswhite says. “This is his creation and we 
need to take care of it just as we need to take care of each other. 
Nothing is ever going to be perfect until the earth is restored, but I 
think we should be setting the example.”
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At the
Threshold
There is a door for each of us, a chosen direction for our lives. Some people do not reach 
this doorway without hardship along the way, and their road may seem unstable. The call 
to the life of a missionary is no different. For those whose lives and careers are impacted 
by missions work, it can be a shock to their system to change the course of their lives so 
radically from what they have always accepted as the social norm to a life now dedicated 
to living with less. Even at a biblically centered university like Biola, tackling the missions 
career can take a great deal of courage and sacrifice, and it is often a road that is long and 
rife with struggle for the student who decides to take it. 

Robyn Nakamura, a sophomore sociology major, says she feels God calling her to mis-
sions. It’s still hard for her to admit that she feels the call, however. 

“I don’t know why ... non-Christian people ... don’t understand.” She seems to struggle 
with her words for a moment before going on, “You don’t understand unless you’re a 
Christian and you see the need. It’s not just the humanitarian side in me, it’s the God 
side of me.” 

Nakamura spent the three months of her past summer in Ukraine with mission orga-
nization Josiah Venture. They served churches in the former communist country and 
helped to lead English camps for young Ukrainians. Her work as an intern this summer 
was a result of the trip she took to Ukraine two years ago with her church youth group. 

“I loved that specific country and those people, and so I was pretty dead-set on going 
back after,” she says, nodding. “I knew when I left … it was the first time I ever really felt 
like God was like, ‘Yeah, you’re going to be back here in a little bit,’” says Nakamura, the 
light in her eyes and the glow on her face obvious as she speaks about Ukraine. Her heart 
for the people she has grown to care about is apparent. 

However, her love for the country didn’t stop a seed of fear from being planted at the 
thought of telling others her ambition to follow Christ’s call to become a missionary.

“Since I spent all summer in Ukraine, I was still kind of confused on what I wanted to do, 
and I was just like, ‘OK, God, please give me more direction on what you want me to do. 
If it’s missions, I’ll go, but if it’s staying in the States and being a light in an office job, then 
I’ll do that too,’” Nakamura says.

Now, however, this fear has subsided. 

“I think that God has put inside of me no fear, just in the past couple of months and see-
ing that people across the world need to know about this and if you have a passion to go 
out there, then go!” Nakamura passionately declares, all sense of fear gone from the way 
that she speaks about missionary work.

Mary Strother // Emily Cariaga // AnnaLisa Gasporra

Biolans Stepping Toward Missions Careers
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The booth at the career fair in elementary school rarely brings any-
one to speak on the riches of mission work. Such a profession, then, 
seems to be one that must be sought out when the call is heard. The 
decision to declare it to the world is one that Nakamura, and junior 
Jennifer Hines, are now coming to terms with.

Hines came to Biola two years ago as a nursing major before switch-
ing to intercultural studies in spring 2012. When asked about the 
reactions of the people closest to her at her desire to be a mission-
ary, her face seems to represent a myriad of emotions. Some hap-
piness, some regret. 

“My mom has been amazingly more and more supportive of this,” 
Hines says. Her mother had been reluctant to accept the change of 
course at first, and Hines’ father had wanted her to continue with 
the nursing field. 

“My oldest brother is an atheist, so of course he thinks it’s com-
pletely pointless to be a missionary,” she adds.

Though it doesn’t seem to be holding back her future career as a 
missionary, Hines did share that sometimes she also feels the fear 
that many Christian university students have — the instability of 
missions work as a lifestyle choice. 

“My ambition is much more eternal,” she says confidently. “... Even 
though I’m spending a lot of money, I may not in the end get that 
much money back from whatever career I choose. I think eternally 
[missions work] has a lot of value,” she says.

The joys that come from the call to the missions field, however, 
have far outweighed the negative fears for sophomore intercultural 
studies major Tim Elliott. In a two-week mission trip to Uganda 
this past summer, learning how to share his faith with confidence 
became a great skill for Elliott, a feat he doesn’t take lightly.

“During the trip I read the book ‘The Case for Christ’,” he men-

tions, glancing down as if he could picture the book in his hands, 
“and it really solidified some stuff. And then we did some evange-
lism teaching, and then we actually did outreach. And so after that 
teaching I was all pumped and ready to go … I had a real thirst to 
share my faith.” 

His evangelizing was not limited to those who had not heard of 
Christ in Uganda. On the flight home, he discussed Christianity 
openly with a young girl, addressing her issues with the faith and 
even giving her a copy of “The Case for Christ.” Bringing the call 
to evangelize full circle, Elliott has also been ministering to his two 
best friends back home, introducing them to Christ — and yes, giv-
ing them copies of the same book which had so greatly aided Elliott.

“God just gave me the courage and the ability to open those doors,” 
Elliott says, adding that it was clear that God had worked on his 
heart during his time spent in Uganda.

God’s call on certain people to the mission field, whether overseas 
or in the United States, can be a daunting one and an uncertain 
road. It’s a hard journey to relate to for those who don’t feel that call 
themselves. It seems all too easy to assume that we can plan out our 
lives with a degree of certainty when really God has been preparing 
our hearts for a divine purpose we may never even have looked for. 
Though the ideals of these three students may have begun with the 
American dream, they soon found an even greater challenge and 
reward in living outside of the white picket fence and extending a 
hand to their neighbor, their brother or sister in Christ. 

All it took for them was one moment in a foreign country when 
they truly connected with a child of Christ who did not know him. 
One moment in which they stepped without fear across the thresh-
old of the door that God was holding open before them. All it took 
was one moment — the moment they picked up the proverbial tele-
phone to answer the undeniable call of God.

“This education will absolutely 
influence and change the way 
you live your life.”
Brendan Mcalpine

AcAdemic rigor + ServAnthood

At Wheaton College Graduate School, we create a 

community where the culturally and theologically 

diverse student body engages in rich dialogue and 

pursues excellence in and out of the classroom. “For 

Christ and His Kingdom” is integral to our students’ 

experiences, with classes that equip scholars to 

become better learners, practitioners and Christians. 

We invite you to explore our programs and discover 

how YOU can become better equipped to serve the 

body of Christ and His worldwide church.

Check out the video viewbook to hear more from Brendan, 
other students and faculty at wheatOn.edU/gradschOOl.
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Family
Conversations

The Point wanted to know this semester: what does it mean to be the Biola family? When 
controversies and conflicts arise, as they inevitably do, how can we best 

approach them? We asked and you responded.

1820
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Do you feel that Biola is a family?

“I do feel like it is one big community with little families in it, but I 
think the bigger community allows for those little families to hap-
pen. At the end of the day, you’re still a ‘Biolan’ and you’re still part 
of the family whether or not you’re in this clique or that clique.” 
- Elise Bireline, junior liberal studies major, Thompson R.A.

How do you view controversy at Biola?

“I think that as a school it’s good to have controversy and discus-
sion, especially when it has to do with things that have a spiritual 
aspect ... Here I definitely feel that and people are intentional with 
family and community.” - Leanne Bergey, junior psychology major, 
Torrey student

How do you view conflict?

“Conflict is a good thing. It is problem solving and new life comes 
through conflict.” - Doretha O’Quinn, vice provost of Multi-Ethnic 
and Cross Cultural Engagement

What should we know about conflict?

“People can get hurt in conflict. In an ideal situation, I’d like to see 
no one get hurt in a conversation and have everyone feel heard.”
- Carolyn Kim, journalism professor 
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Do you think there are unheard groups on campus?

“There are many segments of the Biola campus who probably don’t 
feel as comfortable to speak out and may be feeling unheard. I think 
that God has placed some people here to try to help create things 
for those groups.” - Deshonna Collier-Goubil, sociology professor

Do you think that Biola has developed in dealing with controversy 
in a way that equally benefits its community?

“I think that overall, the goal is to make the body happy but part of 
that includes the sponsors ... There are many voices in our family.”
- LaDawn Johnson, sociology professor 

How can the Biola family best approach conflict?

“I’m going to invite you into the decision making, invite participa-
tion and feedback and give you a clear description of the decision 
we made and why we made it. [That’s] as much transparency as you 
could expect.” - Jason Oakes, biblical studies professor

What characteristics of a family do you see in the Biola family?

“I see support and a loving-kindness despite adversity, especially 
with the idea of wanting to be a close family.” - Elise Bireline, junior 
liberal studies major, Thompson R.A.
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Women in the Pulpit

 A Controversial
Calling

   22Rebecca Nakashima // Christina Bryson // Kristi Yumen

Sherry Mortenson answered the phone in 1978 from inside her 
University of Minnesota sorority house to hear a questioning fe-
male voice. The girl, a student at Bethel University, wanted to come 
share her testimony. As the sorority president and someone who 
was worried about the drinking habits and relationship choices of 
her fellow sorority sisters, Mortenson quickly agreed to the visit. It 
was this first encounter that ultimately led to sophomore Morten-
son praying to receive Christ later that year. Not having grown up 
in the church, she went almost immediately from graduating col-
lege with a degree in broadcast and consumer affairs to working at 
becoming a pastor as a “baby Christian,” completely unaware of the 
roles women play in the church.

As someone who has spent her entire college career in the center of 
this debate, Biola senior Bible major Marie Bakerpoole has had to 
deal with the hard questions that come along with pursuing her call 
to pastoral ministry. As a 12-year-old pastor’s kid, she remembers 
talking with her mom about the subject of women in leadership in 
the church. Even from a young age, something did not seem quite 
right to Bakerpoole about a God who loved and created everyone 
equally, yet did not allow some to serve the church body in the same 
capacity as others.

The debate over whether women are biblically able to hold leader-
ship positions in the church was raised as early as the 1700s and has 
resulted in two divided camps: complementarians and egalitarians, 
according to Dr. Ron Pierce, professor of biblical and theological 
studies at Biola. The complementarian side believes men and wom-
en to be equal in being but not in function. Women have different 
and even subordinate roles to play. In contrast, egalitarians advo-
cate for equality in being and function, as they interpret both come 
together in the Bible.  

Pierce feels the debate really stems from two main areas. The first 
being cultural factors on both sides. Complementarians, the “good 
old days” of the 1950s when each gender had specific expected 
roles. Egalitarians are influenced by the rise of feminism. A second 
factor contributing to this debate is that Christians really want to 
know what the Bible teaches about this subject, but it is not explic-
itly spelled out for them.



“At times I’ve said if I had grown up in the church and heard all of 
these different messages of what women’s roles are, I don’t know if 
I would have been naive enough to be the woman God’s called me 
to be,” Mortenson says.

Of course, Mortenson was not aware of any of this when she en-
tered seminary with the intent of getting her Master of Divinity 
to go on to be a youth pastor. At this time, Mortenson’s career in 
guest speaking began, and it  eventually paid for her last year in 
seminary. This new ministry was something that she never sought 
out or pursued but instead came naturally as regular appointments 
that God always arranged. If she didn’t do anything and someone 
asked her to speak at their church or college, she felt like the Lord 
was in it. That was one of her ways of knowing that it was God and 
not her trying to promote herself. It was when she began speaking 

frequently that she experienced pushback for the first time.

Mortenson describes her role as a female pastor as the “token wom-
an” and “pioneer.” For many churches she spoke at, she was the first 
woman ever to take the stage on a Sunday morning. The respect 
that comes naturally to male pastors simply based on their title and 
gender never happened for Mortenson: It was something she had 
to earn. When she preaches and God speaks to people through her, 
She says she is greatful to put the focus on God rather than herself, 
something she is grateful for. 

“Life is not fair and you need to follow Christ and be prepared for 
what it means to truly give your life and serve him,” Mortenson 
says. “It is definitely not the easy road, and it goes back to call. If 
God has not called you to this, you will not be able to survive and 
serve him.”

This difficult journey is one hat Bakerpoole had to go through her-
self. Coming from a family background that supported her deci-
sion, to become a pastor Bakerpoole entered her first year of Biola 
in 2008 admittedly naive. She was very open to those she interacted 
with about her stance on the issue of women in leadership.

“I just came with this idea that Scripture clearly teaches that women 
can have the same leadership positions in the church as men and 
Bible professors have got to see that,” Bakerpoole says.

Bakerpoole was quickly introduced to what her time at Biola would 
really look like. During her very first week at Biola, she began a dia-
logue with another student who had a different opinion about this 
issue. By the end, Bakerpoole walked away from the conversation 
having been called “rebellious” and “sinful.” Even harder for Baker-
poole to accept was the hostility she experienced from professors as 

Egalitarians 
believe...
By Dr. Ron Pierce, Biola University

-  In both spiritual and functional equality of all 
believers in Christ, not for personal rights but for 
godly service.

-  That husbands and wives should lovingly yield 
to one another in all aspects of Christian marriage.

-  That women and men may serve together based 
on their gifts and callings in all aspects of church-
related ministry.

Complementarians
believe...
By Mary Kassian, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary

-  God created male and female as complemen-
tary expressions of the image of God. Both are 
counterparts in reflecting his glory.

-  Men have a responsibility to exercise headship 
in their homes and church family, but authority is 
not the right to rule; it’s the responsibility to serve. 

-  Males were designed to shine the spotlight on 
Christ’s relationship to the church in a way that 
females cannot. Females were also designed to 
shine the spotlight on the church’s relationship to 
Christ in a way that males cannot.

“I just don’t understand why
genitalia
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well. In an instance where a professor was telling the male students in the class they would 
have to choose between seminary and some other option, he completely skipped over Bak-
erpoole with a blank stare and dismissive statement about her being a woman and therefore 
not able to go to seminary.

Mortenson shares how she experienced discrimination herself in one of her seminary class-
es. After preaching a sermon she had prepared for an assignment, the whole class spent the 
next 20 minutes trying to figure out how she had done it, since women were not supposed 
to do that.

“Finally, it came down to that I was in speech and debate in high school, and that’s why I 
could do it ... couldn’t be that God called me to it,” Mortenson says.

Looking at the exact same passages in the Bible, complementarians and egalitarians end with 
very different interpretations. The question is, did women function in leadership roles in the 

New Testament? In reading I Corinthians 11:5, “Every woman who prays or prophesies with 
her head uncovered dishonors her head,” it seems to egalitarians that Paul’s only concern for 
women is that they dress appropriately within their culture. What he does not seem to be 
concerned about is them praying and prophesying.

Complementarians look at I Timothy 2:12, “I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume 
authority over a man,” and take it exactly for what it says. Differently, egalitarians look at 
the passage in the context of the city of Ephesus and its role as the epicenter for the Artemis 
cult. Pierce interprets it as Paul speaking to the women who were priestesses in the cult or 
were simply influenced by the cult before converting to Christianity, and entered the church 
thinking they could lead there as they had done in the temple of Artemis. Instead of forbid-
ding women to exercise authority, egalitarians say Paul is prohibiting the usurping of power 
by women who would do better to simply listen and learn for a time.  

“The essence of the gospel is that in Christ we are all one,” Pierce says. “So, as much as people 
in this debate would like to say that this is just a secondary issue, Paul says [in Galatians 3] 
that there is a connection; that if we are really one in Christ then these [old distinctions] just 
don’t matter anymore.”

In her last week of seminary, Mortenson was holed up in the coffee shop wearing a worn 
pair of sweats and no makeup, scrambling to finish a number of papers that were due within 
the next three days. At the time, the office of the president of Bethel, George Brushaber, was 
above the coffee shop, and as Mortenson was furiously typing away he leaned over the stair-
case and asked her up to his office.

“I remember thinking, ‘Can I go into the president’s office, the holy of holies, with sweats 
on?’” Mortenson says.

She was just as confused when he offered her a new position at Bethel University, something 
that she did not even know about. The position started out with the title of director of dis-
cipleship but then became pastor of discipleship, a position she held for 23 years. Her role 
included encouraging women in their gifts and using them.

leadership positions are determined by
instead of gifting.”

- Marie Bakerpoole
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For Christa Mckirland, a graduate student at Talbot, the issue of 
women in leadership really comes down to who has the right to 
claim authority. Ultimately she sees God — Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit — as our divine authority, so for anyone to claim to have au-
thority over another person for any other reason is simply invalid. 
Instead, Mckirland suggests that people commit to walking in their 
gifts, remaining obedient to the Holy Spirit and in this way earn the 
influence to speak into an issue.
 
Bakerpoole feels the complementarian stance is something that at-
tacks the very personhood of women. Through their actions, she 
says, rigid complementarians are communicating that women are 
less than men and are cutting down on their value of who Christ 
says they are. In fact, gender becomes a moot point in the presence 
of God’s calling on a person’s life, according to Bakerpoole.

“I just don’t understand why leadership positions are determined 
by genitalia instead of gifting,” Bakerpoole says.

In 2000, Mortenson left her legacy at Bethel for the West Coast, 
something that took an extreme amount of trust to accomplish. She 
is now on staff at Whittier Area Community Church as pastor of 
spiritual development. It is here that Mortenson has experienced 
the most opposition to her role as a female pastor. Before starting at 
WACC, she was warned of a few particular people in the congrega-
tion who were especially concerned about women in leadership; 
one man even stood up during a board meeting and proceeded to 
boldly voice his opinion. But today, three of the couples she was 
warned about are now three of her key Bible study leaders.  

As she has worked to become a pastor, Bakerpoole has similarly 
experienced the immediate red flags that go up in peoples’ minds 
when they hear the label “egalitarian.” For her, it puts the wrong fo-
cus in the wrong places and perpetuates the problem of gender be-
ing way too big of an issue. Instead, Bakerpoole is concerned with 
helping her community at large to grow and putting those needs 
first as the needs of her spiritual family. From this idea, she coined 
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the term “communitarian” with some of her friends and now iden-
tifies with that group.

“Communities thrive when men and women can just work togeth-
er, and when people can walk in their gifts without being limited 
by their gender, their race, their social or economic status,” Baker-
poole says.

A few years back, Mortenson was involved with a leadership net-
work that was conducting a study on women leaving the church 
because they were unable to use their gifts. Limited to serving in 
very traditional roles, women executives and others who had been 
called to lead began to give up since there was nowhere for them 
to truly serve.  

“The world’s going to hell and we sit and say that half the people 
who are helping can’t serve and that’s crazy!” Mortenson says.

Mckirland and her husband have come up with a “sum zero” situ-
ation. They picture that they get to heaven and are standing before 
God and he says to them, “You know, you really let Christa do way 
too much on that earth. She was supposed to submit to your au-
thority as her spiritual head.” Together they have decided that they 
would rather live for all eternity having heard those words than 
having God say, “You held her back. You did not encourage her in 
her gifts. You told her she couldn’t when that is what I had gifted her 
to do, that was my purpose for her. You inhibited her from walking 
out her full calling for my kingdom’s sake.”

“If I’m wrong,” Mckirland says, “I can live for all eternity with being 
wrong about what I’m allowed and not allowed to do. What I can’t 
fathom is burying my talent because I thought I was supposed to.”
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When we think of Biola, we often think of a place filled with people 
whose lives have been anything but difficult, where everyone has 
been a Christian from the time they were just a young child. Break 
away from the stigma! It is far from the truth. Beneath the surface, 
Biola is made up of more than just lifelong Christians — it is a di-
verse community of people who come from all kinds of religious 
backgrounds and who bring suitcase after suitcase of issues from 
home. Not every student at Biola is fortunate enough to have a fam-
ily full of believers; some struggle daily to work through the tension 
that exists between them and their family members.

Exploring the Tension

Imagine a life where you are the only Christian in your family. Your 
parents neither read the Bible nor believe in the power of prayer. 
Your brothers and sisters have no sense of moral direction and fill 
their lives with worldly things. Though tension fills your home, 
it’s kept to somewhat of a dull roar. You’re constantly questioning 
where you fit into this mess and how you should be witnessing to 
them without completely stepping on their toes. How does one co-
exist in the midst of this madness?

Winnie Fong, a senior psychology major, can speak to a situation 
similar to this. Fong’s parents believe in the power of luck and tra-
dition and have not necessarily found a need for Christ in their 
lives. They did not raise their children in the church, nor did they 
immerse their family in prayer. Fong became a Christian during 
her sophomore year of high school, thanks in large part to two of 
her friends who kept pushing her to go to church. Though her par-
ents had always been open to letting their children explore different 
philosophies and ways of life, they did not understand why Fong 
thought she needed God in her life. As a result of this, they would 
not allow her to attend church.

“I don’t talk to my parents about it because they wouldn’t be open to 
it,” Fong said. “They are very much set in their ways.”

So how did Fong learn to coexist in all of this? 

Being completely honest with herself, Fong says she still has not 
found the strength within herself to stand up to her parents. She has 
learned to “turn off ” her Christianity when she steps through the 
doors of her family home, forcing her into somewhat of a double 
life. The relationships within her family all revolve around a “Don’t 
ask, don’t tell” kind of philosophy.

Maybe it’s a different situation. What if, from the day that you 
were just a preconceived notion, your parents had your entire life 
planned out. Whether it was becoming a doctor, lawyer or a psy-
chologist, everything was mapped out from start to finish. You were 
raised not knowing if God was out there and not understanding 
what it meant to live a life that was glorifying to him. When you 

Standing in the Gap

Winnie Fong
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finally found your way to Jesus, the rest of your family had gotten 
lost along the way, creating a divide between you and them. Your 
newfound faith and trust in God’s plan is pushing you toward a dif-
ferent career goal and the gap is widening even more. Now you’re 
caught between pleasing your parents and pleasing God.

Caroline Nam, a senior Bible major, lived through this tough ex-
perience. Raised in an agnostic/Buddhist background, a switch to 
Christianity made for a rough turn in her family life. Her hardest 
struggle was the relationship she had with her father.  Burdened 
by her religious choices and change in life goals, Nam’s father did 
not know how to interact with his daughter. And the feeling was 
mutual. Nam did not know how to speak to her father about life 
in general without witnessing to him in some way. Their efforts 
to have a normal father-daughter relationship grew weary and 
the time they spent together became nothing more than awkward 
pauses and long silences.

A third scenario: your brother and sister are your best friends. They 
are the two people you turn to in your times of need and the people 
you seek advice from when the ways of the world begin to weigh 
you down. Your parents are Christians, though they did not always 
think this way. Your two siblings are caught somewhere between 
your former Buddhist background and the idea that there is no 
higher power at all. Either way, life among them is not exactly a 
walk in the park.

Emma Santi, a senior psychology major, struggles with the fact that 
her two siblings do not lead Christian lifestyles. In the past, she has 

encouraged healthy discussion and tried to lead them to lives that 
are truly worth living for God. At this point though, neither of them 
is willing to hear what she has to say.

“We don’t really discuss spiritual or theological topics,” says Santi. 
“There have been times in the past where they would get really 
turned off by some of the things I had to say.”

Exploring the Solution

There are so many different situations that our fellow classmates 
and friends are struggling with, and these are just a few. The cir-
cumstances that surround these situations, and situations like 
them, are ones that should be treated with the utmost care.

So then, how can we learn to coexist in these stressful situations? 
Here are some suggestions:

Patience. Give your family members the opportunity to grow in 
God’s time. Do not feel like it is your duty to transform them; you 
are planting the seed and God will water it.

Engage in thoughtful prayer. Immerse yourself in God and in-
clude others in your prayers. Pray with a kind heart and not one of 
frustration. Get plugged in with the community around you and 
lean on others for support.

Witness carefully. Be cautious in how you approach people, espe-
cially when they happen to be a family member. They are broken 

Caroline Nam
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people, just as you are, so do not look down upon them.

Compassion. Have a servant’s heart and emit God’s love through 
your life. See them as God would see them.

Seize opportunity. If you see an open door, engage in healthy con-
versation.

Do not become stagnant. Tread carefully, but do not become so 
afraid to engage that you end up creating more tension yourself.

A thought from Nam: “Don’t let things become callous. Be okay 
with being vulnerable and admit that you are scared for them.”

The question in your head may be, “What if I’m the friend of a 
person in this situation?” I’m glad you asked! Here’s a few helpful 
tools for you as well:

Have a listening ear.  Be the friend that you would want someone 
to be to you. Listen to their stories with ears wide open and be sen-
sitive to their situation.

Check in. Even if they do not come to you, let them know you care. 
Check back occasionally and make sure everything is going alright.

Pray with them and for them. Meet with them and pray for their 
family and for peace in their lives. Pray for them during your own 
time and ask God to give you wisdom in the situation as well.

Lastly is probably the most important of all: Love.
Love your family members unconditionally, regardless of what 

they believe in, because that’s what God calls us to do. Love them 
as Christ loves you and do not let any tension ever hinder that love.

The Light at the End of the Tunnel 

Taking all these things into account, Nam was able to lead her fa-
ther to the Lord; Santi is slowly opening the eyes of her siblings and 
is able to engage in more theological discussion; and Fong is still 
working through the tension, but now has these tools to help her. 

A final scenario: Your mother raised you in the church. You and 
your two brothers attended Sunday School every morning and your 
father stayed home to watch the afternoon football game. As your 
brothers got older, they stopped attending church — it was just you 
and your mom sitting in the third pew every Sunday. One brother 
lost his best friend in a car accident, and the other realized that 
he was attracted to men and was tormented daily. Needless to say, 
they stopped believing there was a God. You chose God and they 
chose the world, creating a huge division between you and them. 
The tension is almost unbearable and makes any kind of conversa-
tion awkward. 

This is my own story.

Look to your left, and then look to your right. Someone around you 
is bound to be struggling with a similar situation and you may be 
just the person to help! Do not be afraid to speak your opinion — it 
could be the right advice to help that person ease the tension that 
is present in their life.
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“I got loans because I didn’t know what else to do,” says sophomore art major Andrea De Luca. After 
applying for financial aid and many scholarships, De Luca still did not get enough awards to attend 
Biola debt-free. 

De Luca says that she doesn’t keep a budget and doesn’t know how much 
money to save for emergencies. But De Luca is not alone. According to a 
recent survey of 100  Biola undergraduates conducted by The Point Maga-
zine, 70 percent of students surveyed say they don’t make a budget, and 33 
percent do not save money for emergencies. 

In the wake of continued economic downturn, steps have been taken at 
Biola to foster a movement that refines students’ awareness of their God-
given resources, especially in terms of budgeting and saving for moments 
of need. Biola’s  movement, still in the stages of infancy, will help students 
become aware of how to use their money to take care of themselves and 
be prosperous in their future.

The Movement
 
Students, faculty and staff are joining together to make this next generation of students literate in the 
world of personal finance. In Biola’s Accounting Department, Doug Keller and Gwenn Schwartz are 
two staff members who see the necessity and importance of teaching financial stewardship and literacy. 
These two have spearheaded the Be Cash Smart Campaign, which began with intentionally placed busi-
ness cards and posters around campus with the slogan “Be Cash Smart.” Keller calls the campaign an 
offshoot of the accounting department’s Affordability Initiative.
 
Borrowed Money
 
Tuition is on the rise, and more and more students are having to rely on financial aid and loans to 
finance their college dreams. The National Center for Education Statistics reports that in 2009-2010, 
85 percent of undergraduates at 4 year institutions received some form of financial aid, with nearly 59 
percent carrying student loans. 

Jasmyn Alvarez, a junior psychology major says she has two jobs, tithes every month, and estimates it 
will take her more than 10 years to pay off her school loans. 

Tonika Reed // Adam Lorona // Tomoko Taguchi 
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Spending priorities of Biola students
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 “I pay [down] three school loans every month,” Alvarez says.  “I 
also pay for all my meals. And rent.” 

According to the Biola Accounting Department, most students are 
aware that much of their money is borrowed and has to be paid 
back, but because it allows them to reach their goal of college, they 
assume that they can figure out how they are going to pay it back 
later. The Be Cash Smart Campaign is to help students understand 
what this loan debt is and how they can best combat it.

“For many students this is the first debt they have ever had,” 
Schwartz says. “So we want to make sure students don’t get in over 
their heads with this first debt experience.” 
 
Being Cash Smart
 
The Be Cash Smart Campaign is linked to a website called Cash 
Course. Keller calls it a “springboard for a lot of content.”
 
The website makes resources on loan accountability and basic 
principles of money management accessible to students in a rel-
evant way. Keller states that the website is just the beginning of the 
resources the accounting department wants to make available for 
students.
 
“This is our dream,” he says. “We really want to be visible on cam-
pus.”
 
Keller and Schwartz are looking for relevant ways to help students 
be more aware of how they are spending their money. Schwartz 
states that debt is inevitable because Biola specifically is so expen-
sive.

 “We can be pretty sure that no student is going to get out of here 
with no debt,” she says.
 
Yet she and Keller are not pessimistic about this. They feel that since 
students cannot defy debt, education on how to deal with it gives 
students the confidence to be financially literate.
 
Money Matters to Students
 
Taylor Whitt, a senior business major and communications minor, 
also sees the need for students to be good financial stewards while 
in school so that they can be able to carry out God’s will for their 
lives without the stress of debt. Whitt started the Money Matters 
club, as a project for his Authentic Communications class taught 
by Dr. Tim Muehlhoff and Dr. Rick Langer. For Whitt, it’s not just a 
project anymore. It’s a revival of financial literacy.
 
“This is a movement, and a lot of people are starting to follow,” 
Whitt says.
 
With 13 members, the club meets once every week to have training 
and discussion on the importance of financial stewardship and lit-
eracy. Whitt says he likes the setting, yet hopes to see numbers grow 
from 13 to about 20 people within the coming semester.
 
He says that the club is needed on Biola’s campus because during 
member recruitment at Biola’s Club Fair, people would approach 
them and say “Money matters, yeah it does.” Yet Whitt wants Bio-
lans to “not just stop at saying this is important but actually take 
action.”
 
The club goes over a 5-chapter video series targeted at college stu-
dents by Christian finance icon, Dave Ramsey. The series prompts 

discussion and also fosters accountability. Whitt 
hopes that students at Biola actually see where their 
money is going and do not neglect it or misuse it.
 
“I think we naturally look at money as this bad en-
tity, like it’s immoral to have a lot of money, but 
when we are able to look at money as [an] amoral 
thing then we are able to see that whoever is in 
control of the money, that’s where the morals come 
into play,” Whitt says.
 
Whitt is passionate about creating a community 
that is not only financially literate, but one that is 
using their literacy for God’s glory.

 “We need to practice both building our wealth and 
being able to give,” he says.

 Whitt sees being a financial steward as a major 
part of financial literacy.
 
“It allows us to keep a kingdom perspective and 
it’s just a reminder that everything we have here 
is not ours and it is a gift from God. If we are us-
ing those resources to bring glory to him, then our 
eyes will be fixed on the right thing, which is God,” 
says Whitt.
 

Faith and Money
 
The faculty advisor for the Money Matters club is Dr. Rick Bee, se-
nior director of Alumni and Parent Relations and professor of a 

Bible elective called Faith and Money. 
This class has been an ongoing re-
source for students in this movement 
of financial stewardship. 

“Debt can actually enslave us from 
what God has called us to do,” Bee 
says.

 
The Federal Reserve and U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau found that the average 
American household has $91,000 in 
debt, and the total consumer debt has 
doubled since 1980. In 1980, the total 
consumer debt was $1.3 trillion; to-
day it is $2.6 trillion. 

The course, Faith and Money, is built from the Crown Financial 
Ministries program that began in 1985 with Larry Burkett. In the 
course of the semester, students identify what debt they have and 
are able to create a plan on how to get out of that debt. Bee hopes 
that through this course he can help soon-to-be alumni avoid living 
beyond their means. 

In Dave Ramsey’s book “Total Money Makeover”, he cites a Wall 
Street Journal survey that states 70 percent of consumers in the U.S. 
live paycheck to paycheck. He also references a Gallup poll that 
states that 60 percent of Americans could not cover a $5,000 emer-
gency with cash without having to go into debt for it. 
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51. Make a budget. Dave Ramsey and Crown Financial Ministries have 
printouts on their websites you can use to know where your money is 
going before you spend.

2. Assess needs versus wants. You may not always need what you want 
to buy.

3. Use cash not credit cards when possible. It’s important to “feel” your 
money when you spend it so you don’t spend too much.

4. Know how much your student loans are, if you have them, and find out 
their individual interest rates.

5. Be aware of your FICO credit score and keep an eye on it.

(Free!) Tips

85%
of undergraduates at 4 year colleges 
receive some form of �nancial aid

National Center for Education Statistics

of undergraduates 
at 4 year colleges 
receive some form of 
financial aid

National Center for 
Education Statistics

Bee states that when students graduate and want to get married, or 
go out and do missions, there are usually setbacks because of debt, 
and/or financial illiteracy. Bee says that students need to be more 
involved with their finances. 

“Debt is a big deal,” he says.
 
Bee lets his students know that debt can hinder their future plans. 
If any student is currently carrying debt more than $5,000 dollars, 
he meets with them outside of class to walk them through their 
plans of becoming debt free. 

Bee states that being financially literate means being a good stew-
ard of what God has given you. Using biblical text, Bee teaches his 
students that the concepts of giving back and tithing are vital to 
biblical stewardship. “That paycheck is really God’s not yours,” says 
Bee.  
 
The Challenge
 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 says; “then you say in your heart, ‘My power 
and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ And you 
shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you pow-
er to get wealth that he may establish his covenant which he swore 
to your fathers, as it is this day.”

This movement of financial literacy is waiting for students to just 
dive in. The future of the movement is in their hands. 
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If everything had gone according to his plans, Seth Wegter would currently maintain two homes: one 
in Seal Beach and the other in Washington, D.C. As a California senator, he would be helping to im-
prove the home state in which he has lived his entire life.
 
But as an English teacher and head wrestling coach at Wilson Classical High School in Long Beach, a 
professor of critical thinking and writing at Biola University, and a designer of his own handcrafted bag 
line, Wegter says God has clearly paved a different path than expected. 

“Everything I thought would be the case, God said ‘No,’” Wegter says. “Instead of being disappointed, 
I learned to rely on God.”

After 3 years of preparing for law school at Cal State University Long Beach, Wegter’s passions changed. 
He took a few education courses, taught a few high school classes, and knew where God was really call-
ing him: the classroom. 

Home-schooled until high school, Wegter always wanted to be taught a certain way, so he decided 
there was no better way than to take it into his own hands.

In both teaching and coaching, he encourages excellence in his students and athletes. He writes next to 
his English students and works out next to his wrestlers. 

“If I didn’t do it,” he explains, “I couldn’t tell them to.” By working alongside them, he establishes the 
authority in telling them to do it. He reminds his students that if he can juggle four separate jobs, they 
can handle any assignment he gives them.

Wegter never intended on designing and crafting handbags to become a full-scale job. As an artist, he 
began selling canvas bags on a whim for extra cash and was surprised by the overwhelming reception. 
When he began crafting with leather as well, the popularity of his line skyrocketed.
 
When large companies offered to carry his line, he refused because he would no longer be able to 
design and create every bag by hand. Since he didn’t feel that it was in God’s plan for him at the time 
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English teacher at Wilson Classical High School
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because of all his other commitments, he didn’t try to expand the 
business any further. 

He continues to create satchels, purses, briefcases and handbags out 
of various materials, all by hand, customized for the client.Within 
each bag, Wegter includes an original piece of creative fiction as 
well as a Bible verse as a small witnessing tool to all of his clients.
 
Even with such a full schedule, Wegter says he lives in the moment. 
When asked what his ultimate goal is, he remembers what his mom 
always said: “Never get preoccupied with the end, because it only 
leads to disappointment.” 

Rather than a dream job, he looks forward to being in heaven with 
God. In the meantime, he remains focused on the increasing num-
ber of young minds that he has the opportunity to mold. When he 
first arrived, the wrestling team at Long Beach Wilson had 15 boys. 
Seven years later, Wegter has recruited 100 wrestlers and his team 
is now a top five team in the district.
 
He uses his time both as a teacher and coach to set an example of 
God’s light and love. 

“You have to be careful, ambiguous and strategic with faith,” he says 
about teaching at a public high school. While he cannot preach or 
specifically define his faith, he creates a unique, clean environment 
without cussing, partying, or any other negative influences for a 
teenager. He allows his example to demonstrate his faith.

Immersing himself in four different worlds every day takes much of 
Wegter’s energy, but he remains optimistic. 

“There’s always time. I use all my time to further God’s kingdom,” 
he says. He tries to use every facet of his life to spread God’s light. 

“For many, [evangelism] looks like going to Botswana,” Wegter 
says. “For me, it’s sewing, coaching and teaching.”

   36

1 0  Y E A R S



                          

37

 “For many [evangelism] looks like going to Botswana. 
For me, it’s sewing, coaching and teaching.”           - Seth Wegter

JOHN MAUCH
Emergency Medical Technician

Involvement at Hope Chapel

Biola Adjunct Faculty, Biological Sciences Department
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Freshly graduated with an undergraduate degree in biology, the last 
thing John Mauch expected was to be taken on as adjunct faculty 
at Biola. He anticipated a job as a teacher’s assistant or some other 
menial position until he graduated Talbot and went to medical 
school. But before he knew it, he was facing a class full of freshmen 
embarking on their journeys of pre-medicine and biochemistry.
 
Enthusiasts of the sciences, Mauch and his high school friends al-
ways aspired to become doctors. His empathetic spirit coming from 
his own life experiences as an emergency medical technician also 
destined him for the medical field.

“There’s an evil in suffering, and a doctor can reduce that evil,” he 
says. “That’s a gift from God.”

Working as an EMT is Mauch’s way of gaining experience during 
his time teaching until he goes to medical school. Since his final 
year as an undergrad at University of California Davis, he has been 
an EMT, working at soup factories in case of an accident, and at 
bars or clubs where he’s seen countless drug overdoses and injuries 
from fights.

Even though he did poorly on his first MCAT as an undergrad, it 
led him to teach, and though he didn’t get into medical school right 
away, he still has a place at Biola. 
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“There are things I wish happened differently,” Mauch admits, “but they didn’t.” Despite his 
setbacks, he has always had the opportunity to remain at Biola, a comfort and reminder that 
God is in control.
 
It may be difficult to imagine going from a biological sciences undergraduate to graduate 
school in theology, but Mauch felt it was important to bridge the gap between the Bible and 
sciences.

“Theology and biology complement each other more than they contradict each other,” he 
says. Mauch’s background in theology has proven helpful in many conversations with other 
scientists or doctors about hot topics like evolution, stem cell research and abortion.
 
“Biology integrates with Christianity,” he said. “If it doesn’t, there’s something wrong with 
biology.”
 
Mauch was first introduced to Hope Chapel in Redondo Beach through his roommate dur-
ing his time at Talbot. Since then, he’s been attending the twenty-somethings group, and 
after graduating Talbot last spring, he now hopes to put his master’s in theology to use by 
pastoring there.
 
Outside of teaching, ministry has taken priority in Mauch’s life. Mingling and building rela-
tionships with the 160 attendees of the college-age group at Hope has stirred in him a desire 
to preach. He has been working on sermons that he hopes to deliver every so often to the 
group that he has become so close with over the last few years.
 
Although his original plans were to go straight to medical school after graduating Talbot, 
Mauch says, “God plans our lives in ways we don’t expect.” He’s learning to wait on God in 
the midst of whatever comes his way, and to trust that God will direct him down the correct 
path.

As if keeping up a home, raising and home schooling triplets and maintaining two business-
es was not enough, Laureen Mgrdichian has recently been promoted to full-time professor at 
Biola, taking on an extra six units of teaching in the Crowell School of Business.
 
Graduating from Biola with a communications major in 1980 groomed Mgrdichian for per-
sonal relationships, both in the classroom and in the business world. She says that she “pre-
fers the people side of business over numbers.”
 
While getting her MBA in Marketing and Organizational Development at UCLA, Mgrdich-
ian began baking cookies for her friends and study groups. From there, she began Lucy’s 
Cookies, named after her mother, selling primarily to corporate companies during the holi-
days. Although she knows her growing family cannot afford for this to be a full-time job, 
she thrives on the relationships that she builds both with individuals and with corporations.
 
“I’m constantly amazed by how things turn out and how God was always behind the scenes,” 
she says, describing the surprising success of her cookie business. Running this business 
is an outlet for her to relax and take a break from lesson plans or running her kids around 
town. However, juggling three things was still not enough for Mgrdichian. 

“I’ve always been eclectic and get bored really fast,” Mgrdichian says, explaining how she 
ended up with so much on her plate. 
 
While raising her triplets, Mgrdichian became unsatisfied with the minimal options for chil-
dren’s entertainment, so she and her friend, a mother of two, set out to keep their kids’ at-
tention while still stimulating their minds. Combined with the skills of her music producer 
husband and creative director brother, this idea became a reality. Calm Baby is a video with 
water-based visuals and classical music aimed at relaxing babies between 0 and 36 months, 
before they can be entertained by shows like Sesame Street or Dora the Explorer.



39

Owner, Lucy’s Cookies

Mother of triplets

President, Calm Baby

Biola Adjunct Faculty, on and off since 1988

Biola Faculty, Business Department

LAUREN MGRDICHIAN

Calm Baby is distributed through Amazon and Toys R Us stores 
throughout the United States as well as in Japan, and within its first 
two years, it was awarded the Video of the Year Award by Parenting 
magazine.
 
“I have no idea what God has in store,” Mgrdichain admits when 
speaking of the future of Calm Baby, Inc. She does, however, con-
tinue to work at making new material for videos, CDs and even 
toys, hoping to branch out and develop the line further. It was ex-
perience particularly through her two companies that has helped 
Mgrdichain thrive as a professor for the last 25 years at Biola.
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 “I’ve always liked teachers who aren’t full-time teachers,” she says. 
“They brought a different edge to the classroom.”
 
Despite having the title of a full-time teacher now, Mgrdichian still 
keeps up both Calm Baby, Inc. and Lucy’s Cookies, bringing her 
experience from the business world into the classroom.
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Learn to knit so you can knit scarves for all your friends and 
family.
         Christmas shopping made simple!

Choose an instrument with a funny name and learn to play it.
         Hurdy-gurdy? Didgeridoo? 

Dig up your old Pokemon cards and resume collecting ‘em all.

Keep a book of quotes. (Jesus quotes automatically earn top 
spot.)

START A HOBBY.

TEN
TRAVEL THE WORLD!
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Take a weekend road trip with some buddies.

Plan a cheese fondue party. Experiment with different 
cheeses.
        Ask the Cheese Society for recommendations!

Buy an ugly plant and name it. (All the companionship 
without the hassle.) 

Ding dong ditch your neighbors and leave them a Mr. 
Potato Head.

Scrape the rust off your bicycle and bike to the grocery store.

Try out the handy Biola Shuttle.

Take five minute showers! (Doing the impossible!)

Consciously choose to recycle.

Carpool with friends. (And save a few bucks!)

Satisfy your craving for ice cream with some tasty frozen yogurt. 

Catch as many grapes as you can with your mouth.
        Invite your friends for a  friendly competition!

Eat more dark chocolate. (Studies do prove it’s healthy!)

Join a Biola missions team and see life from a new perspective.

Immerse yourself in a new culture while studying abroad.

Low on funds? Simply read Around the World in 80 Days.

Ask for a photo with DBC
        Don’t forget to get his autograph too!

Soak up the sun while studying by Fluor Fountain.

Attend an awkward GYRAD with a stranger.

Bond with your floor mates during a floor retreat.
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L i k e  c h r i s t .

the BioLa University schooL of edUcation 

The world needs more teachers who taught like Christ did: compassionately, 

creatively, & effectively. Biola’s School of Education offers state-certified 

teaher preparation in a supportive, all-Christian environment–a community 

that cares for the flourishing of every one of its students, and for the world 

they will impact.

For more inFormation on the Biola University school oF 

edUcation, or to apply For one oF oUr gradUate programs, 

visit BioLa.edU/edUcation

Pictured above is the classroom of alumnus Michael Long, 2008 California Teacher of the Year
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SEVEN

TWO

SIX

POST-COLLEGE PREP.

GROW SPIRITUALLY.

LEARN FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.BE OUTDOORSY.

DO SOMETHING NEW.STAY IN TOUCH WITH FAMILY.

GET FIT! (REALLY.)
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FOUR

NINE

Record a prayer journal for one month. See how God grows you 
through the experience!

Ask to be mentored by an older person from church, and learn 
from their wisdom.

Intentionally and consistently pray for the needs of others.

Make Saturday “Sabbathing” a regular part of your week with 
God.

Bike to the beach.
        Seal Beach: 30 Miles. Easy!

Pull out those old sneakers and join an intramural sports 
team.

Run up caf hill.

Be the ultimate backwoodsman and camp where there are 
no public facilities. 

Go for an afternoon picnic with friends at La Mirada Park.
        Don’t forget the football!

Plant a small vegetable garden.
        Pumpkins for pumpkin pie!

Feed the Biola ducks. (Instant way to make friends.) 

Attempt to make yourself dinner.
        Remember: third time’s the charm!

Daydream about where you hope to live one day when you finish 
growing up.

Apply for a summer internship.

Update your résumé.

Switch things up and send your family a care package! 
        Send each member an item that reminds you of them.

Good ol’ Skype date!
        That way even Fido can pop his head in and say hi!

Write a letter. (It’s always fun to get mail!)

Keep your family up to date with a blog of your grand adventures.

Bravely exhibit your talent in some public forum.
        Punk N’ Pie talent show?

Challenge yourself to run the LA marathon.
        Goal: FINISH. 

Learn to ride a unicycle.

Write a book. (Even if you never publish it.)

Apply for a job and save up hard-earned money.

Track your spending habits with a yearly budget.

Buy one less latte a week!

Take Dr. Rick Bee’s Bible class “Faith and Money”.




