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to a kite on the beach, I felt unsure of my 
abilities. Sure, I had been to the beach mil-
lions of times, even flown a kite once or twice, 
but I had never kiteboarded in my life. The 
experience was new, foreign, intimidating 
and potentially dangerous. It would not have 
been crazy for me to pass and just stick to a 
conventional interview. But I did not do that. 
I trusted my basic abilities and in Jesse’s direc-
tion and took a risk.  

The theme of the Spring 2014 issue of The 
Point is “Don’t hold back.” Last semester, 
our stories focused on a more personal and 
individual level. They identified areas and 
issues that we need to work through on our 
own, going deeper into who we are as people. 
This issue picks up where that left off and 
takes us to the next step. Now that we have 
worked on ourselves, it is time for us to go 
out and affect the world around us. It is time 
to really interact with, experience and maybe 
even change the place we live. It is time to 
plug in, dig deep, make connections and bring 
transformation.

We can only focus on ourselves for so long 
before we simply become stagnant, frozen and 
ineffectual. In these pages, we want you to 
consider the challenges each story comes with 
and to face them head-on, full-force, all-out.

Don’t hold back when it comes to the people 
you choose to interact with, the things you 
choose to experience and appreciate. Don’t 
limit yourself to a particular view, place or 
mission field because of tradition, ease or 
comfort. Consider the effect your lifestyle has 
on the world around you and how the words 
you speak represent meanings that are much 
deeper than the syllables that make them. 
Expand your horizons to give your passions 
and dreams a purpose in order to make them 
realities.

If this sounds like a locker room pep talk, it 
is because this is meant to inspire (or because 
I just watched “Remember the Titans”). Run 
onto the field prepared for the competi-
tion and sure of the victory. We have been 
training, conditioning and practicing for this 
moment, now we have to act on all of that and 
actually do.

Harness the wind, charge the field and don’t 
hold anything back.

beach to launch the kite with a devious grin 
on his face. At least, that is how I interpreted 
it. I was there because of Jesse. He was a world 
champion kiter, and I had been assigned by 
my editor to write a story on him. I was sup-
posed to be watching him do his thing, not 
attempting it myself!

But as his yelled instructions floated to me on 
the wind just as the kite reached its highest 
point 60 feet above me in the sky, I went for it 
anyway.

I have never felt more powerful than I did 
when I was strapped to that kite. I harnessed 
the insane force of the wind using that small 
bar I was gripping so tightly to. All at once, 
it would rip me from the water, sending me 
speeding over the surface then, when I pulled 
too hard, it would yank my whole body, flying 
me through the air and slamming me back 
down like a rag doll.

But before the adulation of triumph, there 
was trepidation. While I was being strapped Rebecca Nakashima

10-foot, turquoise nylon kite lay on 
the beach in front of me, the frequent 

gusts of wind causing it to hover slightly over 
the sand. A tangle of red, white and blue lines 
extended from the sides of the kite and at-
tached in some complicated way to the short 
bar I now held in my hands. The conditions 
were perfect, or at least that is what Jesse told 
me. I looked out at an ocean of advancing 
white caps that dotted the clear, blue water, 
the palms swayed on the beach around me 
and grains of sand danced about. Nothing was 
left untouched by the ripping wind.

I had never kiteboarded before. Until now, the 
extent of my knowledge about the sport was 
limited to a simple awareness of the colorful 
kites that always dotted the sky around Kite 
Beach. But now I was at that beach, I was har-
nessed to one of those kites and, after about 
three minutes of instruction, I was heading 
into the ocean, into the domain of the power-
ful trade winds.

As I backed into the water, Jesse stayed on the 
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BEHOLD
Written by: Augusta McDonnell 

there’s anything that has reinforced 
my love for God beyond the Bible, 

it’s the skillful, calculated, scientific way of 
observing creation my dad opened to me,” 
explains Lloyd Peckham, linguistics professor 
at Biola University. “Dad showed me my first 
sunrise; he showed me the colors changing as 
the sun came up.”

Peckham’s dad, Robert, was a high school sci-
ence teacher. His family had a hobby of min-
eral collecting. They would go out to mines 
and other places with friends to observe the 
chemical molecular orderliness of minerals 
that display God’s beauty.

When Peckham was 14, his dad obtained 
a year-long sabbatical tasked with going to 
South America to bring back both mineral 
and insect collections for the high school. 

Peckham worked with his dad, collect-
ing insects from all over the continent and 
embedding them in plastic. He describes 
the polyester casting resin used to make the 
molds as similar to clear paper weights with 
bugs captured in them.

“I had already seen the fantastic predictability 
of God’s orderliness in crystals,” Peckham 
explains, “now I was seeing it in butterflies 
and beetles and bioluminescent creatures that 
hadn’t even been written up scientifically yet.” 

He learned to delight simply in observing 
things and looking deeper into God’s creation. 
While in South America, Peckham had to 
inspect the elements of God’s work closely, 
a practice that allowed him to see things he 
could have never dreamed of. “God had imag-
ined these things,” Peckham explains, “being 
ever so much more creative than us.”  

Peckham has also seen the damage caused 

when people close their eyes to God’s revela-
tion all around them. 

“Satan works against it,” he explains, “tries to 
dumb the minds, tries to shut the eyes. People 
are living in little boxes, going around in little 
boxes; thinking in little boxes.” 

However, he believes it does not take a whole 
lot to break out of these little boxes if people 
are willing to think different thoughts and see 
different sights. He encourages students to 
get off campus and go somewhere they have 
never been and spend time out-of-doors. 
“God will let you be a part of his creation,” 
Peckham explains, “not just observe it as an 
outsider.” 

The apostle Paul explains how God reveals 
himself in Romans 1:20: “For ever since the 
world was created, people have seen the earth 
and sky. Through everything God made, they 
can clearly see his invisible qualities  — his 
eternal power and divine nature. So they have 
no excuse for not knowing God.”

When we look out across God’s mountain 
ranges and oceans, we are faced with a vast-
ness that reveals within all of us a space only 
the Spirit of God himself can fill. The ever 
expanding discoveries in the fields of math 
and science lend to our understanding of the 
infinite nature of God’s creativity and orderli-
ness, similar to what Peckham observed in his 
travels. 

Even outside the vastness of nature, Wade 
Williams, Biola mathematics professor, 
explains that God reveals himself through hu-
man discovery in the mathematics field.

“[God is saying], I am incredibly more intel-
ligent than any of you,” Wade says. “I have 
purpose and design behind everything I 

 “IF
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made, and I have hidden secrets for you to 
discover that point to me.” 

Williams draws a parallel between God’s cre-
ation and the proof of the multidimensional 
Change-of-Variables theorem, comparing it to 
a sunset. “Brilliant, yellow-red-purple hues of 
the sky contrasting with the dark, mysterious, 
velvety hues of the ocean,” Williams describes. 
This formula begins with the simplest forms 
of rectangular regions and linear motion and 
builds up to complex amoeba-like regions and 
continuously differentiable motions, Williams 
explains.

“The contrast between the simple, dark, 
primitive linear forms and those rectangles 
with the shimmering beauty of that incredibly 
challenging region there…it just reminds me 
of a sunset over the ocean,” says Williams.

The mathematics field is always expanding. 
Williams says he sees the Lord’s hand in all of 
his work, which reveals tremendous beauty 
and structure in its abstraction. 

“God’s out there,” explains Williams, “the 
world is incredibly complicated. There’s 
abstract to every math. The more we keep 
digging in, the farther it just keeps going. The 
field is exploding as we learn more and more, 
and it’s not about to run out - because God is 
infinite.” 

Our desire to find meaning in the human 
experience, both the dark and light, is also 
seen in humanity’s impulse to create art and 
music to capture our sweeping spectrum of 
emotions. God has designed every element of 
his creation with a raw beauty for us to see, 
experience and use to discover even a little 
more about him. 

At its core, the desire for beauty stems from 
the human desire for shalom, says 
Jonathan Anderson, Biola art professor. 

“The deepest beauty for me 
is found in the messiness of 
human existence and in the 
midst of deep suffering...and 

where there is hope in the 
midst of darkness.”

- BARRY KRAMMES

“[Our love of beauty] is one of those things 
built deep into us that pulls us toward sha-
lom,” says Anderson. 

Anderson believes the idea of shalom is not 
so much about ideal forms as it is about good 
conditions on earth. It is an eschatological 
state — a future wholeness that humanity 
longs for. 

“We want a deep beauty that really accounts 
for things, not a cheap, superficial beauty. 
There’s a ‘beauty’ of superficiality or cliché, 
in which images are scrubbed of all disso-
nance and all pain and all dysfunction,” says 
Anderson. This beauty will take all pain and 
dysfunction, and somehow resolve it, truly 
satisfying our longing. 

The experience of beauty in life is most 
accessible to those who are in a posture of 
deep gratitude and thankfulness, Anderson 
explains. “As we become aware of the sheer 
givenness of the world, relationships seem 
more fitting and more beautiful. Color, for 
instance, simply as color, is a gift. You begin 
looking for more surprising combinations 
between forms and colors and sounds, and 
the world sort of swells with beauty.” 

Beauty is also experienced in sound and the 
minute, exquisite details that bring wholeness 
to a piece of music. The process of unpacking 
sound and fully exploring it the way Bach did 
exemplifies the infinite possibilities of creating 
music. 

“We love beauty for its own sake in a way,” 
says Anderson. “Does Bach’s music praise 
God? I think so.”

Seeking meaningfulness in this way is some-
thing God delights in. Anytime we closely 
analyze the meaning of the beauty around us, 
God himself is more fully revealed to us.

“There’s something about a tree being more 
healthy that is in itself, good,”  Anderson 
explains. “There’s something about a sunset or 
a rainy day, the experience of it as beautiful, 
whether or not you are directly worshipping 
God.”

God is the giver of all things, and worship, 
consciously or unconsciously done, connects 
us with our desire for wholeness and righ-
teousness and the flourishing of the world. 
Anderson explains that this does not dislocate 
acknowledgement of God, but in fact centers 
it more fully. 

“It’s deeper than intentional conscience com-
munication,” he says. “That’s also important 

for us, but only as a limited part of who we 
are.” 

Humanity’s participation in experiencing 
beauty brings clarity and wholeness into the 
drama of the human narrative. In the depths 
of our suffering and darkness, God meets 
us, and we come to understand the beauty of 
brokenness. His glory is ultimately revealed 
in our redemption through Jesus Christ. This 
mystery is woven throughout creation. 

Barry Krammes, Biola art professor and direc-
tor of the Earl & Virginia Green Art Gallery, 
says most people agree on the beauty that can 
be found in nature. 

“We all gasp when we see a beautiful sunset, 
or a shooting star or look up at the night sky 
and see the galaxies,” he says.

But Krammes also sees a definition of beauty 
in something that has substance and depth 
and value, rather than just surface quality. The 
loveliness he sees in an aged, heavily wrinkled 
— even scarred — face exemplifies a true 
expression of beauty. “The beautiful spirit of 
that person shines through and becomes one 
with their physical appearance,” he says. 

The Christian community appreciates 
contrasting illustrations of true beauty, says 
Krammes. Some would say Christ’s passion 
and suffering exemplifies the beauty found 
in brokenness, which is considered to be the 
most profound expression of beauty. 

Krammes believes landscape painter Thomas 
Kinkade’s art embodies an idealistic version 
of art that starkly contrasts this appreciation 
for broken beauty. Kinkade was a landscape 
painter the Christian community embraced 
fully for his scenes of heavenly perfection. 

“Then Disneyland commissioned him to do a 
whole series of paintings,” Krammes says, “so 
there we have the perfect meshing of many 
people’s conceptions of happiness, bliss, joy 
and beauty — it’s really just the opposite. It’s 
all very shallow. However, many people find 
solace in his work, so what can I say?” 

Krammes finds relief from these narrow inter-
pretations of beauty in the work of artists who 
portray it through pain, grittiness and silence. 

“The deepest beauty for me is found in 
the messiness of human existence,” says 
Krammes, “and in the midst of deep suffering, 
and where the human spirit shines forth, and 
where there is hope in the midst of darkness. 
That, for me, is what beauty is all about.”
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to run?” I ask, 
looking directly at 

Summer. A grimace crosses her face and she 
clutches her camera closer to her chest. We 
are still two or three minutes from Union Sta-
tion — southbound on the gold line. A flash 
of lightning illuminates the sky, startling us. 
A rapturous clap of thunder follows. Andrea, 
a Lincoln Heights local with pink curly hair, 
three inches of dark regrowth, plug earrings 
and a polished leopard-print upper lip pierc-
ing, squeals with excitement. None of us can 
remember the last time a storm like this came 
through Los Angeles. 

Andrea introduces herself, taking care to 
roll the ‘r’ in her name each time she shakes 
a new hand. Summer shuffles nervously in 
her seat and checks the time again. Our train 
home leaves Union Station in exactly four 
minutes and we are still not slowing down. A 
treacherous layer of mist hovers between the 
downtown buildings. Rain continues to fall in 
thickets and the clock ticks closer and closer 
to 4:40. 

At last the train slows to a stop. With a wave 
to Andrea we are off, weaving between pas-
sengers on the platform. Down the stairs — 
two at a time — and we are running up the 
tunnel. “Platform 8-B,” Summer yells to me. 
We skid past the sign for Platform 8 and up 
the tunnel to the Orange County line. With a 
final push we race onto the platform, leaping 
onto the lingering train. We fall into our seats, 
out of breath as the train pulls away from the 
station, finally heading home.
 
Arts District

Seven hours earlier, Summer and I stuff our 
$10 day-passes into our jacket pockets and 
board the 9:30 a.m. weekend train at Buena 
Park, heading downtown. The metro’s blue 
line actually connects at Norwalk station and 
we could have saved $5 on our tap cards, but 
we were unaware of our mistake until much 
later in the day. Nevertheless, a few miles into 
the trip we can already see the low, morning 
clouds clinging to the buildings downtown. 
They leave a dampened silhouette of the city 
over the rooftops of the factories we are pass-
ing. 

We pass over the mess of traffic that is stuck 
on the I-5, battling the damp conditions and, 
crossing the LA canals, the tracks curve right 
and run alongside the gushing river of dusty, 
polluted storm water. Speckled rain litters the 
window to my right, streaking down the glass 
as the train moves in smooth, swift contrast to 
the stationary traffic. 
 

“READY As the old stone bridges of the numbered 
streets pass overhead the train slows and we 
veer toward Union Station. Dodger Stadium 
looms large to our right, barely hidden behind 
the hills of East LA and the train jerks to a 
halt. The towering downtown buildings are 
no longer clouded by a distant mist, but are 
clearer as we sit in their ominous late-morn-
ing shadows. Switching trains, courtesy of our 
day-pass, we take the gold line south to the 
Arts District and walk to Umami Burger. The 
Truffle Burger is exceptional, as always — it is 
an LA burger scene classic that can be found 
at any one of their 15 Southern California lo-
cations. The sweet potato fries, garlic aioli and 
glass-bottled Mexi-pop provide the perfect 
compliment to our satiated appetites.

Downtown LA

Our lunch cravings satisfied, Summer and 
I set off for downtown on foot. We pass 
through the gorgeous streets of Little Tokyo, 
experiencing some of LA’s cultural diversity. 
As the storm intensifies and the rain becomes 
torrential, it is increasingly obvious that we 
need to find more permanent shelter than 
simply racing eave to eave along Spring Street. 

Loud crashes of thunder echo down from 

the heavens as we find yet another tempo-
rary shelter beneath the awning of an old 
hotel. The luminescence of the awning’s 40 
tungsten-lit bulbs provides a soft contrast to 
the darkness loitering ominously above. The 
rain is unrelenting, but we press on in search 
of the one thing that can make everything 
better: coffee. A block further we pass a con-
venience store and Summer ducks in, emerg-
ing a minute later with a small black umbrella. 
We huddle beneath it and continue to explore 
the flooded downtown streets, pressing on 
towards the newly renovated Ace Hotel.
 
As we approach the hotel, I catch a quick 
glimpse of the “Jesus Saves” sign that now 
sits atop The Ace’s western roof. Even from 
Broadway the neon-red lettering is a beacon 
of light amidst the darkness of the city and 
clouds. We jostle our way into the foyer and 
remove our saturated coats. I order a latte and 
Summer gets her coffee black. 

Climbing to the mezzanine, we find ourselves 
overlooking the café floor and the flooded 
Broadway outside. A constant stream of chat-
ter rises from the café below where we sit. My 
dialogue with Summer quickly turns to the 
current revival in downtown LA that is being 
stimulated by a thriving arts and culinary 

scene. The stampeding gentrification process 
is led by upper-middle class businesses mov-
ing in to replace the rows of second-hand 
jewelers and pawn shops that have inhabited 
the land for so long. 

Urban Outfitters, one of the poster children 
for the rebirth, has found a trendy new home 
in the renovated Rialto Theatre, while droves 
of café and restaurant owners are making 
their way west from the arts district and other 
parts of the city to take advantage. Behind our 
seats, a long ‘communal table,’ fashionable in 
the modern café scene, leads strangers into 
forced interactions, and a small chorus of 
“Happy Birthday” breaks out from one end.

I order another coffee, to go, and we set back 
out onto the windy streets, moving quickly 
back up Broadway. We walk by a long line of 
people waiting for the bus under the shelter of 
the crowded shopfronts and a little farther, a 
small crowd has assembled around one man 
who is preaching to them. We continue past 
the small gathering and after a few blocks 
head into Pershing Square station. Our daily 
passes good for use on all the connecting 
metro lines, we board the purple line back to 
Union Station and find ourselves staring at 
the metropolitan map. We trace our adventure 
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north towards Pasadena and wait to board by 
the gold line track. 

The metro is extremely efficient, with trains 
passing through each station every 6-10 
minutes. Northbound, the line winds its 
way through the north-eastern suburbs of 
LA.  Passing Chinatown, smoke billows from 
large chimneys, spiralling upward until it is 
imperceivable from the dense fog settling in 
over the city. 

A little farther, the tracks drop below the 

surface into a small tunnel. Re-emerging, we 
speed between the densely populated hills 
of Montecito Heights and Cypress Park. On 
the train a poster of Yasiel Puig and Hanley 
Ramirez, two of the Dodgers’ franchise stars, 
is strategically placed to encourage passengers 
to utilize the metro system this summer for 
the team’s home games.
 
Pasadena

By the time we arrive in Pasadena it is already 
close to 3 p.m. No longer in the threatening 
shadows of high-rise buildings, but now wan-
dering through the streets of Old Pasadena at 
the foot of the Angeles National Forest moun-
tains, LA’s diversity in landscape is perfectly 
personified. 

In less than an hour you can catch the metro 
from the beach, through the heart of the sec-
ond most populous city in the country, to the 
base of the mountains. The streets outside the 
station are wide and lined with trees, drawing 
pedestrians’ eyes away from the row of multi-
story garages, apartment complexes and office 
buildings that also line the street. 

In an attempt to once again avoid the rain, we 
head for Intelligentsia, a notoriously delicious 
purveyor of coffee and baked goods. I am al-
ready restless from my excessive consumption 
of roasted Stumptown beans, but Summer is 
in dire need of another caffeine fix. Her shoes 
are soaked, her jacket is drenched and to 

make matters worse, I left her new umbrella 
on the train.
 
Customers move in and out of the busy café 
— some alone, others with friends, some to 
stay, others to go. Next door, Indiana Colony 
houses three businesses in their retail space —
The Pie Hole, Pressed Juicery and Coolhaus. 
The Pie Hole supplies a delicious array of 
pies and coffees. Yards away, Pressed Juicery 
provides juices and green cleanses, while 
Coolhaus, in their own words, serves “archi-
tecturally inspired ice-cream sandwiches.” 
All three proprietors are successful as they 
are able to integrate their businesses with one 
another, attracting a range of customers who 
are able to take advantage of the variety of 
options within the shared space.
 
Inspired and refreshed, we trek back to 
the Del Mar station and wait for the train 
downtown. The station’s architecture is 
carefully crafted, its entrance appearing 
through a subtle alleyway and arched entry. 
The train approaches from the north, lights 
first, through the tunnel and then rattles into 
the station. When we board and sit down, a 
girl with curly pink hair and three inches of 
regrowth sits opposite us and muses about the 
rain while talking on her iPhone. I check the 
time. “We’re going to be cutting this close,” I 
tell Summer. “The last train leaves for home 
at 4:40…”

The Point Magazine
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Making a difference 

For Thomas Crisp, Biola professor of phi-
losophy, living simply is a matter of focusing 
on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. He 
explains that in contrast to the Romans, who 
believed in using excess wealth for oneself, 
Jesus taught his followers that their wealth 
was to be used for the benefit of others.

“We live in a world where literally billions of 
people are fighting hunger and disease. And 
we can actually do something about it,” Crisp 
urges. “We can radically love others with our 
possessions. The question is how. How best to 
move into simpler and sacrificial living. That 
has to be discovered through a spirit of joyful 
experimentation.”
 
Reflecting on Jesus’ teachings has led Crisp 
and his family to strive for a life free of excess 
wealth.
 
“I try to eat simply, I try not to buy clothes 
unless I need them and I try to give generous-
ly of gifts that are given to me,” Crisp says. “If 
I get gift money I’ll try to give most of it away. 
I’ll try to not buy things unless I absolutely 
need them.”

His family’s shedding of excess is not a reflec-
tion of Crisp’s belief that money and material 
possessions are evil. Rather, it is an example 
of Crisp’s joyful desire to use what he has to 
show the world God’s love. It is this mindset 
that God desires from us.
 
Crisp emphasizes that his family’s lifestyle is 
not some ideal, exact formula to follow. 
 
“I don’t hold myself up as the perfect model 
by any means,” he stresses. “My family and I 
try to live simply. We are not heroic by any 
means.”
 
His advice to anyone interested in using their 
resources to better love others?
 
“Try out different ways of living in simplicity,” 
Crisp suggests, “so that you can have more to 
share with those that suffer.”
 
If you go out to eat a lot, perhaps choose to 
go out one day less a week. Give away the gift 
money you receive for your birthday. Decide 
not to buy yourself another pair of shoes 
until you wear your other pair out. In each 
example, you can save money that you might 
have spent frivolously on yourself, and instead 
give it to someone else. Living simply often 
requires a sacrifice on our part, but doing so 

Camelback water bottles. 
A $25 dollar gift card to 

JCPenney. Brand new Nike Ruckus Low 
shoes. An Oreck vacuum. Unopened beef 
jerky. A Timbuk2 bag worth $100. An 
espresso machine. A $10 bill. 

These items represent just a tiny sampling of 
stuff found by Biola alumnus Parker Gross 
during a dumpster diving expedition around 
Biola’s dorms during finals week. While 
scavenging, Gross snagged everything that 
was in good and useable condition, compiling 
a list of unwanted and wasted goods that was 
valued at over $2,000. The sheer amount of 
stuff Gross found is overwhelming.

If you are anything like Gross, such an ex-
travagant example of waste can be shocking. 
Gross was able to use a number of the items 
he found, not only saving money but enjoying 
things he might never have purchased for 
himself. Furthermore, he was able to sell some 
of the other items for money, and donate still 
others to charity. Seeing what uses there are 
for these discarded items makes it difficult to 
believe that anyone could have tossed them in 
the dumpster. 

Yet, peep your head over the side of any of the 
dumpsters camped outside of Biola’s dorms 
and you will see that Gross’s experience is the 
norm rather than the exception. It seems that 
here at Biola we have an excess of unwanted 
goods. The problem is deciding what to do 
with them.

If Gross’s example proves anything, it is that 
we students often buy or acquire things that 
we do not end up needing or using. Perhaps 
this is not surprising. We live in one of the 
wealthiest nations in the world, where mate-
rial goods abound. And we have been raised 
in a consumerist culture. Buying, and discard-
ing, an excess of things is not unusual.

Richard J. Foster, in his book “Celebration of 
Discipline,” identifies insecurity as the driving 
force behind culture’s overwhelming desire 
for stuff. Foster explains that this insecurity 
causes us to lust after status, position and 
affluence in society. Essentially, people in 
materialist societies are concerned about what 
others think of them, and they believe that the 
better stuff they possess, the more people will 
admire them.

Looking back on the experience, Gross admits 
that his first response to the number of wasted 
items was one of frustration. Now, however, 
he understands what caused the apparent 
waste he saw. 

“A lot of students are from out of state,” Gross 
says. “Students acquire a lot throughout a 
semester, and don’t realize it. And then sud-
denly it doesn’t all fit in their suitcases. So I 
think it is just students trying to downsize.” 

We might think of people in a consumerist 
culture as being in love with possessions. Yet 
the reason people buy things is often to tem-
porarily fulfill their desires before moving on 
to the next greatest thing. This is not loving 
possessions. Rather, it is missing out on the 
value and blessing of the things we have. 
 
As Christians, many of us know the Bible’s 
warnings about wealth. We have all heard 
the story of the rich young ruler whom Jesus 
commanded to give away all his possessions. 
Is this then what is really required of us: that 
we donate all we have and live in poverty?

Poverty versus simplicity
 
Dallas Willard, in his book “The Spirit of the 
Disciplines,” draws a decisive line between 
poverty and a seemingly similar idea called 
simplicity. According to Willard, living simply 
does not mean living in poverty.
 
“The person who has grown to the place 
where he or she can truly say with Paul, ‘This 
one thing I do’ (Philippians 3:13), or who 
truly ‘seeks first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness’ (Matt. 6:33), is a person who 
has entered into simplicity,” writes Dillard.
 
Willard is saying that the one whose focus 
is on the kingdom of heaven is the one who 
is living simply, not poorly. Jesus called his 
followers to live simply - to keep their eyes on 
what really matters. 

Thus it is important to point out that material 
possessions, and the ownership of them, are 
not evil in and of themselves. 

“Scripture declares consistently and forcefully 
that the creation is good and to be enjoyed…” 
Foster states. “Asceticism can find no place for 
a ‘land flowing with milk and honey,’ Simplic-
ity can rejoice in this gracious provision from 
the hand of God.” 

When God led the Israelites into Canaan, he 
led them to a place full of good things. God 
has done the same for us. He has given us a 
world full of pleasing things, and he wants 
us to delight in his provision. However, it is 
when we begin to desire God’s blessings more 
than him that they start to take over our lives.

TWO 
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allows others to benefit from your lifestyle 
change.

Seeing all things as God’s
 
For Mark McReynolds, Biola professor of 
environmental science, living simply also 
requires another subtle shift in perspective. 
Simple living first requires looking at posses-
sions in a whole new way.
 
“It is not that God gave us possessions or 
materials,” he says, “but that he owns them. It 
is his to do with however he wants to, and we 
are stewards of his stuff.”
 
Consider McReynolds’ words in light of 
everything you own. None of it is yours. God 
owns it all, rendering you responsible to use 
everything he has given you according to his 
will. Ask yourself how you are using your 

money. Are you regularly putting it towards 
God’s work in the world, or are you consis-
tently buying things you neither need nor 
use? Do you thoughtlessly waste the food 
you buy, knowing there is always more at 
the grocery store? What about your clothes, 
computer or car? A change in perspective will 
cause us to start asking questions of ourselves 
and our habits.
 
McReynolds believes it is both possible and 
beneficial to live more simply than is typical 
in materialistic cultures. Reflecting on this, 
McReynolds states, “Simplifying allows us to 
spend time and money — both of which are 
resources — in other ways. We are spending 
these things in other ways that are connected 
to ministry or tithing or something like that.”
 
For example, McReynolds and his wife share 
a car, rather than each having their own. Liv-

ing close to Biola’s campus, he bikes or walks 
to work each day. In doing so, McReynolds 
saves a significant amount of money, and this 
money can thus be put to better use.
 
“But there is another piece to this,” McReyn-
olds says, “and that is that I don’t want to 
contribute to extra smog and I don’t want 
to burn up extra oil. There is no reason for 
me to do that.” He believes that God expects 
Christians to be stewards of the earth as well 
as their possessions.
         
It becomes clear through McReynolds’ exam-
ple that living simply involves more than just 
how we use our money and material posses-
sions — it also involves, among other things, 
how we spend our time, view our careers and 
view the earth and its resources. We must ask 
ourselves how we are using these things for 
the Kingdom, not because it is wrong that 
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we have them, but because they are blessings 
from God that provide us with opportunities 
to experience his love and share it with others. 
This is the proper way to live in relation with 
what we have been given.

The heart behind simple living
 
It is also important to realize that none of 
these examples define simple living on their 
own. A simplified life is one that puts aside all 
other things in order to keep Jesus’ command 
to seek first the kingdom of heaven. 

“Nothing must come before the kingdom of 
God,”  Foster explains, “including the desire 
for a simple lifestyle. Simplicity becomes 
idolatry when it takes precedence over seek-
ing the kingdom.” He goes on to say that from 
this single-minded focus will flow all other 
decisions, including how to use our lives and 

our possessions for the glory of God.

There are small ways we can implement 
this kingdom-driven mindset. Returning to 
Gross’s dumpster diving list, consider what 
you believe to be your excess, and ask how 
it can be used to glorify God. You might 
spend just a few minutes researching where 
to donate your extra goods so others can ben-
efit. On the other hand, maybe you need to 
question your motives for discarding certain 
things — it could be that whatever it is you 
plan to throw away still has value, but you are 
making room for your next purchase. 
On an even more fundamental level, take a 
minute to review how much you are buying. If 
Gross’s example proves anything, it is that we 
have a tendency to buy more than we need, or 
even want. Start asking questions of yourself 
so that you might slowly conform your life to 

God’s standards. 
 
Perhaps in doing so, we can redeem the way 
the world looks at God’s possessions. In a 
consumerist culture where continuous buying 
is encouraged, it is difficult for people to ap-
preciate what they already own because they 
are obsessed with the next greatest thing. Yet 
Christians should realize their material pos-
sessions are a gift directly from the Creator 
himself — a fact that demands that we pause 
in thanksgiving rather than rush to buy more 
stuff. This kind of simple recognition and 
gratitude is certainly counter-cultural in any 
materialistic society. In learning this lesson, 
we will not only discover contentment for 
ourselves, but share its liberating powers with 
the world around us. 

p o i n t m a g . b i o l a . e d u
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is Sunday morning. You are sitting in 
church, and the sermon has just end-

ed. The pastor is closing in prayer, and even as 
you try to focus, your thoughts wander. You 
have already started to think about what you 
are going to do for lunch, what you have to do 
that day and what your schedule holds for the 
next week. Before you know it, the prayer has 
ended and you are gathering your things to 
leave, even though you mentally walked out 
the door 10 minutes ago.

As you exit the building, your eye catches 
the pamphlets and fliers tacked on bulletin 
boards announcing ministry and life group 
opportunities. You half-heartedly glance at 
them, reassuring yourself that at some point, 
when life slows down and you have more 
time, you will get involved. For now, you are 
going to church regularly, and that is enough.

Sound familiar?

We find a church that we love, and decide to 
stick with it. We go to church every Sunday 
morning, check it off our to-do list, and leave 
without a second glance.

Being part of a church far exceeds sitting 
in the sanctuary every Sunday morning. In 
order to obey God’s calling in 1 Corinthians 
12:12 and become one body in Christ, we 
need to do more than just show up on Sunday 
mornings. Investing in a church body is our 
responsibility as believers, and a practice that 
is often overlooked. If we are truly seeking 
to glorify the Lord in all we do, we need to 
get involved with a church, get to know the 
people and look for opportunities to minister. 
We need to be unafraid to take a leap of faith, 
and plunge into our local community of 
believers.

According to a recent poll conducted by The 
Point magazine, 78 percent of the 100 Biola 
students surveyed attend the same church 
regularly. Of this group, only 43 percent 
volunteer with their church outside of Sunday 
mornings. As encouraging as it is to note the 
high percentage who consistently attend the 

same church, as believers, we are called to not 
only commit to a church body, but to invest 
in one as well. Lisa Igram, associate dean of 
spiritual development at Biola, urges students 
that now is the time to invest.

“I think it’s important for college students in 
particular to develop the habit now of being 
a part of a church community,” says Igram. 
“This community is only going to last four or 
five years, and if we don’t get into that habit 
now, it’s going to be all the harder when this 
community has fallen away to stick with what 
[Scripture] is commending us to — to not 
give up meeting together.”

In order to actively invest in a church com-
munity, we need to first rid ourselves of the 
consumer mentality that has infiltrated our 
culture. Our entire society is built around the 
worship of self, and the idea that everything 
in our lives should cater to our exact needs. If 
something does not fit perfectly, we move on. 
This tendency is heightened in young adults, 
and is a habit that we bring to every area of 
our lives, including church attendance. Al-
though Igram acknowledges that a period of 
church exploration is important for students, 
she says that it is important to move past this 
phase and settle into a single community.

“I think that even though many students 
won’t stay in the area, building that muscle 
of committing to a place and sticking to it is 
incredibly important,” says Igram. “Sticking to 
a community that you have chosen to belong 
to, even if they’re not catering to your specific 
need in that specific moment, is vital for 
spiritual growth.”

Our culture has led us to believe that the 
world revolves around our individual needs 
and casts a negative light on self-sacrifice and 
serving others. It is true, we are all looking 
for a church that ministers to us specifically. 
However, we must keep in mind that there is 
no perfect church. Maddie Gettings, a junior 
Bible major and active member at Rancho 
Santa Maria Church, agrees that part of being 
a believer and a member of a church body is 

learning to persevere alongside your fellow 
believers through both difficult and joyous 
times.

“Church is babysitting for new parents who 
are tearing their hair out because they haven’t 
had a date in a year,” says Gettings. “Church 
is weeping alongside your brothers and sisters 
at both a wedding and a funeral in the same 
weekend. Church is using what you’re learn-
ing at Biola to disciple children and students.”
Encouragingly, some students are doing 
exactly that. Arielle Leonard, a 2013 graduate 
and the current recruiting assistant for the 
apologetics program at Biola, is an active part 
of West Lakewood Church, and has been for 
the past five years. 

Although Leonard did not immediately seek 
involvement in her church, as she started 
meeting more people and attending a young 
adult group, she gradually began to warm 
up to the idea of ministry. Leonard started 
to volunteer more in the church during the 
week and got involved with the worship team. 
The more she became involved, the more she 
began to see the importance of investing in a 
church, and the amount of spiritual growth 
that could be found in what some would see 
as the mundane.

Gettings is also a passionate believer in the 
power of the church community, and the 
importance of investing in the body of Christ 
as a college student.

“Church is working out your sanctification 
in a small group that has both elderly couples 
and toddlers running around with no pants 
on,” says Gettings. “A church is multi-genera-
tional and multi-cultural. Your church is your 
family. You just don’t get to experience that if 
all you know is your Biola community.”

Greg Stump, associate pastor at Redeemer 
Church, is of the same mind. He agrees that 
while campus community is important, it 
lacks the multi-generational interaction 
and leadership critical for spiritual growth 
and healthy relationships. The church body 
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provides the invaluable growing and maturing 
opportunities to be both mentored by those 
who are wiser, and to disciple those who are 
younger.

Although serving the church is immeasurably 
rewarding, students freely admit that commit-
ting time to volunteer is inevitably a sacrifice. 
Ben Crandall, a junior Biblical Studies major, 
notes that many times it can be time-consum-
ing, tiring, and emotionally draining. Leonard 
and Gettings both concede that time they 
could have spent studying they have sacrificed 
to serve their church. Gettings adds, how-
ever, that although it may be a sacrifice, it is a 
worthy one.

“Yes, maybe I could get a little more sleep,” 
says Gettings. “Maybe I would get a little bet-
ter of a grade and have a little more free time 
on my hands. But I believe that God is more 
glorified in my faithful service to his church 
than in the hours I could otherwise waste on 
Buzzfeed.”

Serving in the church body is not just a good 
way to put your Christian education into 
practice. The benefit of your investment in a 
church community extends far beyond you 
personally. By choosing to invest in a local 
church, you are being used by the Lord far 
more than you know.

As college students, we often forget the 
influence we can have on a community. Alan 
Frow, senior pastor at Southlands Church, 
urges students to be more aware of the ways 
in which the church relies on college students. 
According to Frow, Biola students have made 
Southlands come alive in new ways, bringing 
renewed passion and a heart for justice.

“We need you,” says Frow. “We need your 
passion and different questions and theologi-
cal thoughtfulness. I went back to seminary 
partially because of the Biola community. 
Biola students bring a love for people groups 
outside of the U.S. and a real sense of social 
consciousness.”

The beauty of serving is that there is no limit 
to the impact you can have. One day of vol-
unteering, one conversation, one hug or one 
smile can have a tremendous ripple effect.

This does not mean that we should feel guilty 
or ashamed for not already being involved in 
our local churches. 

This is meant to affirm us on the great journey 
we are undertaking as believers. Each day, 
we are learning to be true disciples of Christ, 
realizing new ways to serve, glorify and love 
him more. Now is the perfect opportunity for 
us to go out and use those skills. 

Let’s get involved and stop treating church 
like a Sunday morning show, becoming givers 
rather than consumers. By witnessing life 
outside of campus, may we remember that 
the world extends far beyond the Biola com-
munity. As we pour out Christ’s love, may we 
witness the incredible ripple effect that can be 
created. Let’s be willing to sacrifice that extra 
hour of sleep, for we are serving a kingdom 
that is not of this world and are working to-
ward rewards greater than anything we could 
ever imagine. 

serve

consume

Let’s get involved and stop 
treating church like a 

Sunday morning show, becoming 
givers rather than consumers. 
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it comes to politics, 
Christians are all 

extremely staunch, conservative Republi-
cans, right? The world operates under this 
assumption, but Christian ideas, especially 
about the role of the church in society, do not 
fit neatly into just one category. Many would 
argue that the Christian worldview allows 
for both Democratic and Republican views. 
The difference in opinion lies with whom is 
responsible for certain issues - the church or 
the government.

According to junior political science major 
Shaefer Bagwell, a self-proclaimed Christian 
Democrat, the liberal position is justified 
by the biblical mandate to take care of the 
poor and downtrodden, the widow and the 
orphan. 

“I’m a fiscal liberal,” Bagwell says, “because I 
think Christ calls us to take care of the poor, 
the widows, the elderly and the children. 
I think the church wasn’t doing its job, so 
we have social welfare programs. When the 
church begins to do its job again, I am happy 
to become a social conservative and close 
down the entitlement programs in the gov-
ernment; but until that happens, someone’s 
got to take care of the widows, the poor, the 
elderly and the homeless.”

Within this liberal ideology, the failures of 
the church need to be compensated for, and 
giving the government more responsibility 
seems to be the answer. On the other hand, 
Christian Republicans hold the belief that 
it is the responsibility of the church to take 
care of those who cannot care for themselves, 
not the government’s. Zurich Lewis, a junior 
political science major and self-proclaimed 
Republican, believes that if the government 
steps in to help the poor, it can be more det-
rimental to the individual and the masses.

“Conservatives believe that it is not the role 
of the government to support welfare cases 
and other poor constituents,” says Lewis. “We 
believe more in a safety net. We can catch 
them, but then we put them back on their 
feet so they can be more productive members 
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of society.”

Lewis recounts the time of the pilgrims when 
the church tried to remedy this problem by 
interviewing the poor that came to them, 
and giving to those who proved their need 
and their willingness to potentially come to a 
“full conversion.” Lewis believes this is a valid 
solution for those in welfare situations, if the 
church is willing to step up and be the change.

“Most liberal Democrats believe that the 
government is the solution to everything, that 
the government should have more interven-
tion on the part of poverty,” says Lewis. “But I 
think that their efforts in that need to be more 
on the church and the individual to make sure 
that people in congregation have that renewal 
in their hearts to serve the poor and serve 
poverty.”

RJ Winans, a junior Bible and journalism 
major, and moderate Republican, believes the 
government is helping as much as it currently 
is because the church is coming up short.

“I think a lot of [the responsibility] should 
fall on churches,” says Winans. “I think that 
the government has a responsibility to help as 
much as possible, especially veterans’ families, 
wounded or unwounded, because that is a big 
part of serving our country. Then, I think in 
areas that the church is lacking...government 
is good at helping there. I support the things 
the government is doing, but I think the 
church should actually be doing.”

While Christian Democrats and Republicans 
handle helping people in need differently, this 
is not the main distinction most people make. 
The biggest reason the vast majority of Chris-
tians have a problem with the Democratic 
viewpoint does not have to do with fiscal 
issues, but with social issues such as same-sex 
marriage and abortion. 

The widespread opinion amongst Bible-
believing Christians is that homosexuality is 
a deviation from God’s intention for mar-
riage. The Christian Republican view holds 
to that, and does not believe the government 
should allow same-sex marriage. However, 
the Christian Democrats of America (CDA) 
say they do not mind if same-sex marriage is 
legalized, because the religious ideas of the 
church should have no bearing on the laws of 
the land. In the same way, Bagwell says that 
marriage is not marriage without being united 
by God, therefore it does not matter if the 
legal steps of “marriage” are taken.

“I think that everybody should be able to get 
a civil union because gay people deserve to 

have the same legal rights as everybody else, 
because they are people and this is America,” 
Bagwell explains. “I think that marriage is a 
sacrament of God and a piece of paper from 
the state of California doesn’t make you mar-
ried in the eyes of God. So if marriage is a 
sacrament, and we are trying to protect it as 
such, we just need to leave the government 
out of it.”

According to the CDA, it is the church’s place 
to address issues like same-sex marriage and 
abortion so the government does not have to. 
They say that if the church was doing its job, 
these problems would be better addressed in 
society. Bagwell thinks the issue of abortion 
should be addressed by the church on an 
individual basis, not to American society as 
whole.

“It’s not the church’s job to tell everybody 
what they are doing wrong,” Bagwell says. “It’s 
the church’s job to say, ‘You don’t have to do 
this. There is a better way,’ and to love them if 
they choose the wrong way still, and I think 
that when the church begins to do that, to 
show these…women that it’s not necessary, 
they wouldn’t do [it] anymore.”

It may not be the church’s place to impose its 
opinions and judgments on others, but ac-
cording to Lewis, the opinions of the church 
do have a significant place in American 
politics.

“To a general extent Christians that are con-
servative tend to be social conservatives be-
cause they believe in pro-life, pro-traditional 
marriage, and pro-gun,” Lewis explains. “That 
is the stereotype that is often perpetuated by 
many people on both the left and the right. I 
think that it is a mischaracterization. They do 

have deeply held beliefs that are informed by 
their Christian belief, and yes, some people do 
take it to the extreme and often do not have 
tact in giving their viewpoints, but I think 
those beliefs are absolutely valid and need to 
have their place in society.”

According to a survey taken by The Point in 
2012, approximately 63 percent of Biolans 
identify themselves as Republicans. Bagwell 
says he only knows three people at Biola who 
self-identify as liberals, and of these three he 
is the only one who would consider himself 
a Democrat. He suggests that the majority of 
Biolans are Republican because they are not 
willing to look past the social issues at the 
problems that are more heavily affecting the 
nation. While these are all important stances 
to note, Bagwell thinks that when voting, eco-
nomic issues should hold more weight than 
social issues, because candidates’ viewpoints 
on the latter are not always put into action.

Robert Farrar, a Biola alumni turned political 
science professor, has made it his mission to 
bring the liberal perspective into the class-
room so that his students can further broaden 
their understanding of political issues.

“I would love our students to hear and experi-
ence many different perspectives, to get out of 
the Biola bubble that has existed for decades 
and just see life from a very different point of 
view,” says Farrar. “You can still be a Chris-
tian — you can still be an evangelical —  but 
I think it’s important to hear and experience 
different points of view.”

When it comes to Christians and politics, 
there can be a lot of bad reputations floating 
around pertaining to each political party, but 
they may just be stereotypes that need to be 

"When the church begins to do its job again, I am 
happy to become a social conservative and close 

down the entitlement programs in the government; 
but until that happens, someone’s got to take care of 
the widows, the poor, the elderly and the homeless."

Shaefer Bagwell
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addressed. Winans declares that Republicans 
have often been seen as cold towards those in 
financial need. 

“Being extremely conservative can be consid-
ered being extremely heartless,” Winans says. 
“I think a lot of times that stereotype comes 
off very true, but I don’t think that should be 
the case at all. It is a lie to think that Chris-
tians need to be extremely conservative.”

Winans also affirms that being a Democrat 
carries a large stigma, but that may be because 
Christians stick with their parents’ perspec-
tives instead of exploring their own. Farrar 
suggests this may be because of fear. He says 
students that have divergent views often face 
an uncomfortability at Biola because they 
have to contain what they think in order to be 
accepted. Bagwell frequently experiences this 
unease when professing his political views. 

“Sometimes I’ve felt this kind of tension,” Bag-
well says, “because I’m a Christian and I love 
Jesus and I was raised in a Christian culture 
and I go to a Christian university and I love 

this, and yet I’m a black sheep.”
Bagwell says that he has often been berated 
or had his Christianity brought into question 
during discussions with friends and their 
parents.

“When somebody says, ‘To be a Christian 
you have to be a conservative Republican,’” 
Bagwell explains, “it reflects a very narrow 
understanding of politics — that there are 
two issues that matter and that’s it. That is just 
not the case. What they’ve seen a Democrat 
characterized on by Christian culture is 
baby-killing, gay-loving, pot-heads that want 
to take away your freedom and your guns. It’s 
just a misperception.”

Christians can justifiably be either a Demo-
crat or a Republican. It all boils down to who 
is in charge of what issues — the church or 
the state. Either way, both sides acknowledge 
that the law can never hold all the answers.

“I think the law is a poor substitute for the 
Holy Spirit and bringing about social change,” 
Bagwell says. 

As Christians, there is no right, black-and-
white political answer when it comes to 
choosing a political party. Contrary to com-
mon perception, the Democratic view is not 
inherently bad, just as the Republican view is 
not the Christian’s only political option. The 
Democratic and Republican views are fun-
damentally different partly because of their 
take on who should assume responsibility of 
social issues — the church or the government. 
Because the government’s engagement in 
social issues is contingent on the failures and 
successes of the church, the answer to many 
of the issues Christians identify and care 
about may not be in politics and government, 
but in the church. Christians should look to 
the church, and how it is fulfilling its God-
given social mandates. If the disenfranchised 
are not being supported by the church, then 
the government has no choice but to step in. 
When analyzing the current political scene, 
and deciding how to get politically involved, 
all of these factors should be considered and 
evaluated.

24



THREAD
TURNING PASSION 

INTO ACTION

Single
From a

Written by: Tayllor Lemphers



laughter, soothing 
conversation, excited 

exclamation — the melodic sound of women 
in community. Another sound is woven 
amidst the female voices, a steady rhythm: the 
clicking of knitting needles. A single strand of 
yarn is looped over and over the metal instru-
ments, adept hands orchestrating them in a 
well-rehearsed routine. Through the process, 
that single strand is evolving into a circular 
form. 

All around the room, infinity scarves of every 
hue are piled. Sitting among the other women, 
Sarah Sjoberg pauses her knitting and surveys 
the scene around her — the many skillfully-
crafted scarves, the friends surrounding her, 
and the needles in her hands. A smile alights 
her lips, only a subtle indication of the joy 
that is overflowing from within her. 

Everything that surrounds her, from the joy-
ful women to the scarves they are crafting, 
is contributing to her outward expression of 
delight.

What is occurring before her very eyes is Infi-
nite for India, a project that uses its proceeds 
from selling hand-knit infinity scarves to help 

girls in India go to school. What is occurring 
is nothing short of a miracle. What is occur-
ring is the pursuit of a God-given idea, and 
seeing where that idea leads.
 
From a single thread, an intricate scarf is 
woven. From a calling comes passion, from 
passion flows obedience, which evolves into 
something beautiful and complex. Something 
that has an impact. For Sjoberg, it has taken 
the form of a non-profit business.

Socially conscious organizations have sparked 
a revolution in our capitalist society. Non-
profit causes have become a norm in our gen-
eration, as we expect companies to think be-
yond themselves and build a cause into their 
business models and culture. This innovative 
business trend has been labeled “cause-centric 
commerce.” Many prominent brands have 
adopted this approach today, such as TOMS, 
Krochet Kids and 31Bits.
 
We may look at these organizations and 
feel like all we can do at best is be a loyal 
customer. The thought of creating something 
as far-reaching as TOMS may seem nearly 
impossible. However, perhaps we should con-
sider that we are limiting ourselves. Perhaps 

anyone is able to start something that has an 
impact. Blake Mycoskie, founder of TOMS, 
seeks to inspire budding entrepreneurs in his 
book “Start Something That Matters.”

“If you organize your life around your pas-
sion,” Mycoskie explains, “you can turn your 
passion into your story and then turn your 
story into something bigger – something that 
matters.”
 
When looking back at how these famous 
brands started, we may be surprised to find 
that they too had humble beginnings. 
 
Caitlyn Crosby started her company, The Giv-
ing Keys, with a discarded key she engraved 
with the word “love” and wore on a necklace. 
From this key, she developed the idea of en-
graving more keys with different inspirational 
words, such as “dream” and “create.” Rather 
than having people buy, and keep, these 
necklaces for themselves, Crosby wanted each 
key to be passed on to someone else who may 
need its message, creating a chain reaction. 
This innovative dream turned into a business, 
with a variety of keys now being sold on their 
website. 
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Seeking to add a charitable element to her 
organization, Crosby began to hire people 
experiencing homelessness to make these 
keys, empowering them through employment 
and giving them the opportunity to move 
into permanent housing. Now, keys are sold 
in over 300 stores and are worn by the likes of 
Ryan Gosling, Taylor Swift and Kellan Lutz.
 
Although each of these brands has become 
widely known and recognized, they all started 
with the same thing, which is inside of us all 
— passion. How that passion develops is our 
responsibility, to both cultivate it and allow it 
to be cultivated. The process of transforming 
our passion into an actual cause might be less 
complicated than we think.
 
Discover your passion 
(or let it discover you)
 
Passion. Almost everyone has experienced it 
at one time or another. It is that certain thing 
that wrenches our hearts and causes adrena-
line to course through our veins. We have all 
longed to follow our dreams and make a dif-
ference. For the majority of us, these dreams 
have become merely whimsicals thoughts, 
beaten down by years of thinking “practically.” 

Oftentimes, we allow fear to paralyze us - fear 
of the unknown, fear of risk, fear of failure. 
However, by allowing ourselves to remain 
frozen in fear, we may be preventing ourselves 
from being good stewards of the gifts and 
talents God has given us.

Arianna Molloy, associate professor of com-
munication studies at Biola University, has 
done extensive research specializing in work 
as a calling. She firmly believes that we are to 
utilize our personal passions.

“God is a personal God,” explains Molloy. “We 
all have general calling, to be his witnesses to 
the nations. But if we believe God is personal, 
then we are obligated to steward the gifts 
and talents he’s given us to fulfill our specific 
calling.”

In some cases, it may not be an issue of sub-
duing or unleashing our passion, but simply 
figuring out what our passion is and what it 
can be directed toward. That was the case with 
Sjoberg.

“What gets me going is a blend of business, 
creativity and ministry,” Sjoberg shares excit-
edly. “God has so obviously put that passion 

within me. That’s not how I felt when Infinite 
for India started.”

In fact, Sjoberg was not looking for her pas-
sion when God brought it right to her. During 
the long weeks of Christmas break her first 
year of college, Sarah decided to pick up her 
knitting needles once again since setting them 
aside in elementary school. After watching a 
YouTube video tutorial on how to make an 
infinity scarf, she felt God telling her to knit 
these scarves, sell them and use the profits to 
educate girls in India.

The message was so clear, and God’s voice so 
apparent in it, that Sjoberg could not say no.

“I had no heart for India, I knew nothing 
about the need for girls to be educated and I 
didn’t know how to knit,” Sjoberg laughs. “I 
don’t know how this is going to work, but I’ll 
do it.”
 
Through following God’s calling, Sjoberg has 
gained a set of passions she never realized 
she had. In responding to his call in faith, she 
moved forward, stepping into the journey 
God had for her and Infinite for India.
 

When we realize our calling 
and accept it, we are not just 
accepting the benefits 
of the calling, but the 
challenges as well. 
In those hardships 
that accompany 
passion, we 
have hope.
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Go after it 
 
In the face of the unknown, taking your 
passion and seeking to develop it can ap-
pear to be an insurmountable obstacle, too 
far-fetched to consider. When the only thing 
you seem to possess is a simple desire to see 
a change in the world, it is easy to remain 
paralyzed in your passion and never move 
forward. Eventually, passion rots, turning into 
cynicism.
 
It does not have to be this way. In fact, not 
knowing exactly where your passion will take 
you can open you up to a greater realm of 
possibility. Brit Moore, Managing Director of 
The Giving Keys, contributes this idea to The 
Giving Keys’ success. Crosby had no idea that 
her single key would take off into a thriving 
business that is transforming lives. To those 
who have a passion but do not necessarily see 
how it will play out, Moore advises that we 
follow her boss’ lead.

 “Use what’s in your hands right now,” Moore 
encourages. “You don’t have to see the end 
from the beginning. You learn to be okay with 
seeing your dream evolve and develop over 
time.”

Molloy agrees with Moore, adding that we 
need to look at life as an opportunity to 
acquire skills.

“How are you cultivating your calling?” Mol-
loy challenges. “Are you passive, waiting for 
something to happen or are you turning over 
every stone?” Molloy insists that an active 
response is what it takes to bring our passion 
to the next level.

“After having [a] revelation moment,” Molloy 
shares, “there is still walking it out.”
 
In response to her ‘revelation moment,’ 
Sjoberg knit a single scarf. She posted it on 
Etsy, not expecting that it would sell almost 

instantaneously. She was not prepared for 
what happened next.
 
Messages came flooding in, asking when she 
would have more scarves to sell. In response, 
she faithfully knitted more, and they were 
received just as positively as her initial cre-
ation. Soon, demand escalated, far exceeding 
her capacity to make them on her own. By 
recruiting a few close friends, Sjoberg and her 
newfound team met the seemingly overnight 
explosion of demand. 

But Infinite for India continued to gain 
momentum, and soon even the small group 
of girls could not handle the ever-increasing 
demand. To find a solution, Sjoberg looked to 
her broader community, creating Biola’s Knit-
ting Club, which was met with an enthusiastic 
reception. With 30-35 members, the volun-
teer-based club now creates all the scarves 
being sold by Infinite for India.
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“““  Use what’s in yOur 
hands right nOw. 
YOu dOn’t have tO 
see the end frOm the 
beginning. YOu learn 
tO be Okay with seeing 
yOur dream evOlve and 
develOp Over time.”
 Brit MOOre

The open hands approach 
 
We can begin launching ourselves into the 
process of turning an idea into reality once we 
realize where our passions lie. However, as we 
begin to give what we care about a tangible 
shape, we must realize that our passions are 
also being shaped. Molloy warns of the dan-
gers of pursuing passion solely. It is so easy 
to have passion control you, even a very well 
intended passion, she says.

“There’s a fine line between workaholism and 
passion,” Molloy cautions. “Your work should 
be an expression of you, but not define you. 
It defines you if when you’re not doing it, you 
feel like you’re not enough, instead of finding 
pleasure in it because it’s an extension of you.”
 
Sjoberg is utterly convinced that her passion 
was given to her, so she is not concerned that 
Infinite for India defines who she is. She does 
not fear moving forward in her non-profit, as 
she knows that her identity is independent of 
its success. 
 

“As long as [your] hands [are] open to God, 
just go for it,” says Sjoberg as she explains her 
approach to her work. “You can run with it, 
because there’s no fear in it.”
 
With the combination of obedience to her call 
and open hands, Sjoberg has witnessed Infi-
nite for India develop from a simple thought 
to a full-fledged non-profit that is changing 
lives. Since its conception in 2012, Infinite for 
India has raised thousands of dollars through 
its scarf sales alone. All of the profits have 
been used to send girls to school, providing 
an education for those who could not afford it 
otherwise.

It has not always been easy, and there have 
been many nights where she has been 
tempted to put down her needles. When she 
is faced with massive orders that must be 
shipped cross-country, or she finds herself 
knitting in the early morning, she remembers 
the call God has given her, and knows it is 
worth it.
 
When we realize our calling and accept it, we 

are not just accepting the benefits of the call-
ing, but the challenges as well. In those hard-
ships that accompany passion, we have hope.
 
“Joy is our strength,” reminds Molloy. “We 
don’t focus on that enough. We think that 
managing time and being in control is our 
strength. But joy in God is our strength, serv-
ing him and others with our talents.”
 
Caitlyn Crosby of The Giving Keys. Sarah 
Sjoberg of Infinite for India. Even Blake My-
coskie of TOMS. They all started with nothing 
more than a passion. One key, one thread, one 
shoe. From one step forward, a single object 
morphed into many, developing a beautiful 
journey. Take your single strand of yarn, pick 
up your needles and watch your intricate pat-
tern develop.

”
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To thE EndS of

The City we hear the words “mis-
sion,” and “ministry,” 

our minds tend to automatically drift to the 
unreached people groups of Asia and Africa. 
Especially within the American Church, the 
concept of ministry is often so closely associ-
ated with spreading the Gospel and serving 
people abroad that we can forget about our lo-
cal communities, neighborhoods, and cities.

In Acts 1:8, Jesus delivers the Great Commis-
sion, declaring, “But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” As believers, we are called to go and 
minister to the lost, poor, and unreached. 
However, Jesus did not just say to go overseas; 
he told his disciples to start where they were 
in Jerusalem. 

Similar to the disciples, we are called to serve 
abroad as well as at home. 

“It is important for us to follow the Acts 1:8 
model. We start where we are,” says Chelsie 
Balli, Student Missionary Union Director of 
Missional Development. “God has placed us 
here for a reason. We must look at this as our 
Jerusalem. We do not just go to the ends of 
the earth. People around us need Jesus too.” 

Our automatic reaction should not always be 
to serve overseas and forget that the local mis-
sion field has the same desperate need for the 
gospel. The needy, lost and unreached live in 
our own backyard as well as abroad.

“We have been so known for just going to 
the ends of the earth,” says Michael Beatima, 
Biola’s SMU Local Missions Coordinator, “and 
forgetting about what is right here: Biola, La 
Mirada, Los Angeles.” Ministry is not a place, 
or a destination to reach; it is not a one-time 
or twice-a-year action. Ministry is a lifestyle, 

WHEN

and that lifestyle can be effectively displayed 
locally, as well as globally.

Throughout the gospels, Jesus advocates an 
active ministry lifestyle to aid in advancing 
the Kingdom. In Matthew 22:37-40, he states 
that the greatest commandment is to love our 
God with all our heart, soul, and mind. The 
second is to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
We can clearly demonstrate our love for God 
by loving the people he has created in his 
image. 

But who is our neighbor, and how do we 
go about loving them? Look to your right. 
Look to your left. Is there anyone there? Your 
neighbors are the people around you, whether 
family members, close friends, classmates, or 
complete strangers. Quite literally everyone, 
near and far. We can show our love for these 
neighbors through our words, actions, at-
titudes and service.

The Christian organization, Solidarity, seeks 
to follow Christ’s command of loving our 
neighbors through local ministry and daily 
service. Based in Fullerton, this community 
development organization works to invest 
in their local Latino neighborhoods. Their 
mission is to enable believers to be dynamic 
and passionate followers of Christ, equipping 
them to live lives marked by love and service. 

“Their main goal is to love one another,” says 
Ann Teichert, SMU Local Missions Coordina-
tor and Solidarity volunteer. “Their passion 
is for the church, and their heart is for their 
community. They really live it out.” 

Living out the heart behind local missions, 
Solidarity’s staff truly becomes a part of the 
communities they minister to, even living 
in these neighborhoods. They are doing life 
alongside these people, loving them and their 
rich cultures. They choose to be upfront about 
their faith, because not everyone they work 
with is a believer.

Through serving in local ministries, we have 
the opportunity to impact the lives of believ-
ers and nonbelievers alike. We are given the 
chance to invest long-term in others because 
we encounter them in our daily lives. By 
participating in local ministry, we not only 
bless the lives around us, but we also allow 
ourselves to cultivate character, and practice 
discipleship. When we soften our hearts to-
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around her. She has built strong relation-
ships of trust with parents, and has become 
a spiritual mother to the children she serves, 
investing completely in their lives.

Katrina Greene, an intercultural studies 
professor at Biola University, has partnered 
with Solidarity since 2010. Through her class, 
Project Evaluation and Assessment, Greene 
provides her students the opportunity to 
interact with local ministries and non-profits 
by volunteering with these organizations. Stu-
dents observe and assess whether or not the 
ministry is accomplishing what it set out to 
do, how they go about doing it and if changes 
need to be made. The students not only spend 
time evaluating these ministries, but also get 
to play an active role in them. This opportuni-
ty allows them to engage in the lives of others, 
witnessing the impactful influence these local 
ministries have in peoples’ lives. 

Greene constantly challenges her students to 
live missionally, asking them, “Are you smell-
ing like Christ today? That does not mean 
that you walk around with a Bible and a cross 
– how are your interactions with people, how 
are you treating people, how are you involved 
in people’s lives, how are you being salt and 
light?”

wards God’s people, we also soften our hearts 
towards God himself.  

Solidarity has several initiatives that al-
low them to invest long-term in local and 
global ministries. Each initiative has multiple 
programs that allow them to interact with 
the surrounding communities. For example, 
the local initiative has two neighborhood 
programs at different locations that provide 
after-school programs for children, as well as 
leadership and church services for youth and 
adults. What started off as college students 
tossing a ball around with neighborhood chil-
dren, has grown into multiple programs that 
impact children and adults alike. Sometimes 
all we need to love and serve our neighbors is 
the willingness to give a little bit of time and 
effort. 
        
Meg Votta, director of one of Solidarity’s after 
school programs called Maple Initiative, ex-
plains that through her experiences working 
with Solidarity, she has learned that love does 
not need to be complicated or earned. After 
all, we have not earned God’s love by any 
means, but he still pours it on us. Through her 
volunteering with local ministry, and now in 
her job with Solidarity, Votta has witnessed 
the joy of freely serving and loving the people 

Even if we do not feel called to leave the coun-
try, we can still contribute to serving God’s 
kingdom in our local communities. Staying 
home does not minimize our responsibility of 
glorifying God where we are. God has inten-
tionally placed us where we are for a purpose, 
and we must trust him in that. 

Votta reminds us that ministry is a mindset 
and a lifestyle.

“Ministry should be our lives,” says Votta. “We 
do not need to go overseas to live it.” Through 
Christian organizations, ministries and non-
profits, students can easily get involved in 
their local communities. 

Even on Biola’s campus, we are presented with 
plenty of possibilities to get involved with 
local ministries through the Student Mission-
ary Union. The resources that SMU provides 
enables students to serve both on and off 
campus. It is through daily acts of service that 
we glorify God by loving the people he has 
created. 

“We are living in an all hands on deck time,” 
Greene emphasizes. “I believe God needs his 
people everywhere, doing everything. Wher-
ever God places you, how are you living for 
and through him so that other people [will] 
be able to not see you, but see him in you, and 
then be drawn to him?” 

We have a big God. He is in control, his will 
is perfect, and he cares deeply for his people. 
Whatever mission field he has called us to, 
that is where we can be effective, locally or 
globally. 

There is beauty in blooming wherever God 
has planted you.

"We must look at this as our Jerusalem. We do not 

just go to the ends of the earth. People around us 

need Jesus too."                                          - Chelsie Balli       
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SCHOLARSHIP + PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE + SERVANTHOOD

In the psychology department at Wheaton 
College Graduate School, we offer a distinctive 
community which is serious about its commitment 
to professional practice as service, especially to 
those marginalized by society. Clinical training in 
urban Chicago to rural Illinois provide a breadth 
of experiences few programs can offer.  With a 
range of degrees from our APA approved Psy.D. to 
three master’s programs, Christ-centered theology 
guides the integration of faith into every student’s 
academic work and clinical training. 
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Living

Written by: Thomas Harlander

 In               allyTENSION

easy, dear reader. You are 
not a racist. 

So why will the topic of racism not go away? 
Perhaps there has been a huge misunder-
standing. 

After all, many students, especially those in 
the racial majority, do not see a problem. 
Racism is their grandparents’ vice, and they 
readily affirm that we are all one in Christ. For 
minority students, though, the disconnect is 
often real. Racial ostracism may be dwindling, 
but they still feel unwelcome. Racism must 
be a real force, or it would not keep coming 
up in chapels, conferences and Biola student 
magazines. It remains a contentious topic 
due to a lack of clarity about the nature of the 
problem itself. 

What is the problem?
 
The problem, in part, is microaggressions. Ac-
cording to Jamie Campbell, Biola professor of 
law and humanities who grew up in Japan as 
an African-American, microaggressions oc-
cur when we unintentionally highlight others’ 
differences as abnormal.

This behavior is rooted in the belief that our 
own heritage is the norm, and it communi-
cates that another person is inferior or unwel-
come. Those who carry out microaggression 
probably do not believe that their own race 
is superior to others. Rather, they judge the 
differences of others through the lens of their 
own background, explains Amir Girgis, an 
Egyptian-American and senior art major.

“I don’t know if I see with my own visual eye 
any really harsh statements of racism,” Girgis 

says. “But I do see that we do microaggres-
sions all the time.”

Microaggressions may look like a professor 
singling out a student for being Hispanic, stu-
dents giving their Korean-American classmate 
the most difficult portion of a group project, 
or dorm residents treating their Indonesian 
roommate like an outsider. The assumptions 
we hold that underlie our treatment of others 
might even be rooted in our experience with 
other races — but they still dispose us to view 
people in a way that is not based on truth. 

Prejudice is a result of the Fall, Campbell 
says, and it enables us to feel more valuable by 
perceiving others as less valuable. If microag-
gression shapes the way we interact with oth-
ers, we leave minority members in any group 
feeling like they do not belong.
 
But might there be something else that causes 
division and tension between students of dif-
ferent races? Even if we are very careful not to 
single out students based on race, a discon-
nect can still be apparent. Students of similar 
ethnic backgrounds tend to group together. 
This disconnect between racial groups is not 
rooted in aggression, micro or otherwise. It 
does not even result from our direct action.

Instead, the disconnect stems from inaction. 
In the General Confession from “The Book 
of Common Prayer,” we repent of “leav-
ing undone those things which we ought to 
have done.” In our context, the problem of 
perceived racism lies less in what we have 
done, and more in what we have left undone. 
We may not be actively racist, but we are not 
actively inclusive either.
 

We may not be 
actively racist, but 
we are not actively 

inclusive either.

REST
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We are drawn to the familiar

Are we guilty, then, of withholding our at-
tention from those who look different, sound 
different or generally seem different? Senior 
music major Sarah Hau, a Chinese-American, 
explains our tendency to avoid people we see 
as outliers and gravitate to people similar to 
ourselves.

“People go where they are most comfortable,” 
Hau says, “and that’s most natural. Koreans 
will hang out with Koreans because there’s 
not as much work to communicate. There’s 
certain things that are just understood—a 
foundational assumption that you don’t need 
to work through.”

Campbell adds that by walling ourselves off 
from people of other ethnicities, we maintain 
a sense of security.

“I think it’s easier to isolate and insulate,” she 
says. “We like to categorize our world simply 
because the world is hard enough to be in as 
it is. As soon as you start asking questions 
and opening yourself to other points of view 
as legitimate, you’ve made your world more 
difficult to live in.”

Given a national history that includes the 
enslavement of blacks as plantation workers, 
violence against Mexican-Americans in the 
Zoot Suit Riots and the forced displacement 
of Native Americans, racial differences can 
now be tinged with discomfort. Disengage-
ment is the easy option. We rarely go out of 
our way to bridge the gaps between ourselves 

and outliers. This disconnect not only limits 
our knowledge of other people, but also limits 
our knowledge of God.

“I think that people in different communities 
can reflect different aspects of God,” Hau says. 
Looking at individuals, one person might re-
flect God’s love and generosity while another 
might demonstrate God’s love for beauty and 
culture. And the same goes for friend groups, 
families, churches, ethnic groups and societ-
ies. They all have unique strengths.

“If we just close ourselves off from other 
communities of people…we’re losing out 
on a greater reflection of who God is,” Hau 
says. God himself exists in diversity, as three 
persons. If we are made in his image and 
are called to be like him, that call includes 
diversity.

Perspective taking

As with most interpersonal tension, a helpful 
step toward resolution is perspective taking. 
Majority members will begin to develop an 
awareness of what it is like to be a minority 
and vice versa.

For minorities, issues of racial tension are 
a part of daily life, Campbell says. Walking 
into a classroom of mostly white students, a 
black student cannot not be aware of race. The 
privilege in being a part of the majority lies in 
freedom from racial self-consciousness. For 
white students, questions about the impli-
cations of race may only arise when racist 
crimes make the news or they wander into the 

wrong Missions Conference seminar. But a 
sensitivity to other perspectives is essential to 
creating a flourishing community.

“Growing up African American but in an 
Asian cultural frame, I think, has made me 
sensitive to the ways in which multiple per-
spectives come into play,” Campbell says. Be-
cause her background is complex, it is easier 
for her to see the world from the perspectives 
of others. 

Girgis has a similar standpoint.

“Because I come from a different culture and 
I’ve grown up in a different culture than what 
my parents have grown up in,” Girgis says, “I 
think it has given me a wider empathy and 
understanding of people of all kinds of races 
and gender and culture backgrounds.”

Since most of us, however, only grow up with 
one ethnic perspective, shifting the way we 
view the world can be difficult. Campbell 
suggests we start by asking questions about 
the things we take for granted. From a major-
ity perspective: If I were physically different 
from most people around me, how would life 
be different? What things might stand out 
to me that currently seem normal? Or, from 
a minority perspective: If I looked the same 
as everyone around me, what insensitivities 
might I be oblivious to?

Campbell also encourages traveling and 
studying abroad.

“The more you expose yourself to global 
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perspectives,” she says, “the easier it is to come 
home and have harder perspectives because 
you realize your paradigm isn’t the only legiti-
mate paradigm.”

Bridging the Gap

Once we are aware that others’ experiences 
of Biola may be different than ours, we are 
better equipped to make connections — a 
daunting and sometimes difficult practice. 
For instance, when we come into class on the 
first day of the semester, our natural tendency 
is to sit near someone who looks like us. We 
are drawn to people we assume we might be 
friends with, Hau explains. She suggests that 
instead we look out for people who do not fit 
into our perception of normalcy. Jesus himself 
took this attitude to the extreme.

“He hung out with prostitutes and beggars 
and lepers,” Hau says. “He went out purpose-
fully in that aspect. So why don’t we reflect 
that same attitude and go [hang] out with 
people that we don’t want to or don’t necessar-
ily gravitate towards?” We should consciously 
pursue connections with members of other 
ethnic groups.

Of course, this is starting to sound like a trap.

If microaggression means singling someone 
out for their racial difference, are we not 
doing just that when we deliberately connect 
with people of other ethnicities? After all, 
when you go out of your way to talk to some-
one for the sake of their ethnicity, you are no 

longer treating them impartially. On the flip 
side, living passively tends to leave the racial 
gap intact. What is the solution? 

The solution is an attitude of sincerity and 
humility. It is okay to acknowledge others’ 
differences, Campbell says, providing we do 
so from a posture of genuine interest, care and 
respect. We do not have to pretend that we 
are all the same. We can ask others about how 
their lives differ from our own.

“Have a little intentionality about how you 
approach the otherness,” Campbell says. “And 
sometimes you’re going to get it wrong. So 
what? That’s life.” Asking someone about their 
ethnic heritage may seem risky, but if our at-
titude in doing so is appropriate, that question 
can be the starting point for a meaningful 
relationship.

“From my experience, most people are willing 
to explain where they’re coming from,” Hau 
says. “I appreciate my friends because they’ll 
ask me about my background.”

Living in tension
 
You may not be a racist. But racism is a part of 
the American heritage, and it taints interracial 
interaction whether we like it or not. Dealing 
with racial difference is awkward and tricky. 
Innocent remarks or actions may be misread 
as racist. Likewise, we may unintentionally act 
in ways that are hurtful or offensive. 

This is an area that calls for grace, Campbell 

says, as well as transparency and a willing-
ness to be uncomfortable for a long period 
of time. Honestly express your perspective. 
Be vulnerable when it comes to how much 
you do not know. Sit with the inevitable ten-
sion. Remember that unity in Christ is the 
common aim and addressing racial tension is 
important to Christ.

“Its presence in the New Testament reminds 
me that it’s deeply at the heart of what Christ 
is accomplishing in his body,” Campbell says. 
“And I think the New Testament church was 
deeply uncomfortable with it. How many 
times did the Jews and the Gentiles have 
fights about everything? All the time. But it’s 
there, and it’s something the apostles were 
asking the early church to be present in.”

The kind of love we need for this project, she 
adds, is not rooted in human ability- it is a 
divine gift. By it, we are empowered to bridge 
the gap, whether that is easy or not.

“Give me some dirt between my fingers,” 
Campbell says. “Make me plant a flower. It’s 
uncomfortable, but that’s living.” 

Our call is to get out and engage.

Because merely not being a racist is not 
enough.

"Have a little intentionality about how you approach the 

otherness, And sometimes you're going to get it wrong. 

So what? That's life."  JAMIE CAMPBELL
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“LOVE”

ThE 

OF
misuse

Written by: Keegan Cheleden

sugar, single-
serving 

cream, single pat of butter. The microwave 
Cordon Bleu hobby kit. Shampoo-condition-
er combos, sample-packaged mouthwash, 
tiny bars of soap,” comments the nameless 
protagonist in “Fight Club.” In this scene 
from the 1999 film, the character, played by 
Edward Norton, is illustrating the idea of a 
“single-serving” culture.

These items listed are meant for a one-time 
use. Understandably so, once the user has ex-
perienced some degree of satisfaction, or lack 
thereof, the remnants are to be discarded. 
After all, there is nothing permanent or long-
lasting in the affection delegated to these 
products. However, the narrator expands this 
depiction to the consumption of people.

“The people I meet on each flight — they’re 
single-serving friends. Between takeoff and 
landing, we have our time together. That’s all 
we get.” 

In one breath, Norton’s character equates the 
people he meets with the items he consumes. 
His affection, perhaps even his love, is rooted 

“SINGLE-SERVING

in the satisfaction he can glean from the 
individuals alongside him throughout the 
duration of his flights.  

The ease with which he makes this compari-
son should cause concern and draw us to ask 
questions such as: Has the “love” imposed on 
a thing become synonymous with the “love” 
one declares for another person? Have we 
equated people with commodities, thus creat-
ing a profound misuse of the word “love”? 
If so, what are the implications of that and 
what goes into restoring the depth behind the 
breath that says, “I love you”? 
 
The Map of Love
 
So what is the map navigating our use of the 
word “love”? If there is going to be a dialogue 
about the misuse of “love,” there must be a 
definition of the proper use of it. 

“If you don’t have a map, if you don’t have 

an instrument, you’re adrift at sea,” says Tim 
Muehlhoff, Biola communications professor. 
“I think, today, our culture is adrift at sea. So 
we say, ‘Okay, we need to tighten up our con-
cept of love.’ Where do you turn to tighten it?’’ 

One of the places we can turn to when 
tightening our definition of love is the Bible. 
Lamentations is a book in the Old Testament 
that poetically depicts the destruction of Jeru-
salem. The people in this city are experiencing 
the depravity of war, groaning for their suf-
fering to be taken away. The unnamed author 
speaks of the loneliness that comes with no 
one comforting them and the frustration he 
has toward God for bringing this torment. 
Then in the middle of the narrative, when the 
strife has not yet settled, the phrase, “Because 
of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,” 
breaks forth. It is a beautiful sentiment, but 
does it have anything to offer when it comes 
to distinguishing love for material things and 
the human beings down the street?

Christa McKirland, a Biola graduate school 
counselor with a Masters of Biblical Exposi-
tion, turns to an app called Accordance when 
examining such biblical terms. This app 

allows users to look at the Hebrew definitions 
for words in the Bible. After highlighting the 
word ‘consumed’ in Lamentations 3:22, she 
notes, “‘[We are not] consumed’ would prob-
ably be ‘we are not finished.’’’

This idea of “not being finished” is striking 
when related to the temporal quality of an ob-
ject like an iPhone or a favorite pair of jeans. 
The love given to products like these will end 
because the items themselves will have an end 
when they are deemed broken. Yet the people 
of God, who have been deemed broken in the 
midst of a fallen world, are not “consumed” 
or “finished.” Why is that? Perhaps because 
the “great love” given to the children of God is 
eternal. Such a love does not have the option 
to end. If it were to end it would be contradic-
tory to its character. 

Thus it is the permanence of the love of the 
Lord that allows us to trust that even in 
brokenness, we have not been pushed aside 

or thrown away like a commodity. And as a 
people called to love one another as Christ 
loves us, our use of the word “love” should 
be riddled with that same permanence when 
directed toward another person.
 
The Throw Away Mentality
 
Yet an abiding permanence to love has not 
reached modern relationships partially due 
to a sociological concept called “Throw Away 
Mentality.” 

To depict this idea, Muehlhoff shares a 
scenario in which his kids have a PS3 that 
broke and he takes it to a repairman. The 
man tells Muehlhoff that it will cost him $50 
just to look at it and then another $50-$100 if 
something is wrong with it. Given that a new 
PS3 retails at around $200, the repairman tells 
him not to fix the old one and get a new one. 
Muehlhoff then states that this mentality does 
not just have to do with things, but also with 
people, “because it is easier to get rid of it, 
than to fix it. Get rid of a marriage, get rid of 
a roommate.”

The second a person stops being gratified by 

the PS3, it is time to get it replaced and love 
a new one. The moment a close friend speaks 
words that are treacherous and difficult to 
navigate, it is time to jump ship and change 
course. For the map we have been using is not 
set in stone, nor does it command a perma-
nent love that begs the question of, “Could 
you explain to me why you said that?” but 
rather a love that echoes, “Because you have 
said that and disappointed me, I am leaving.”

This mentality of “you are replaceable” will 
not allow for long-lasting relationships with 
others. 

“There are periods of time in every relation-
ship, every family where people can’t give, 
they can only take,” Muehlhoff notes. “So if I 
always have a consumer mentality of, ‘I’m in 
this to get,’ there’s going to be seasons of life 
where you’re not getting much. You’re giving 
a ton...And you’re going to start to look to get 
out.” 
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“If love is not 
vulnerable, what is it? 
It’s tremendously
vulnerable. There’s 
no potential for love 
without vulnerability.” 

- Murray Decker

Such a perception does not align with the 
enduring love we are called to maintain when 
the circumstances get rough and demand 
sacrifice.

The Vulnerable Love

However, where do we start? Knowing that 
divine permanence is what separates the 
“love” associated with things and the “love” 
between human beings, how do we get to a 
place of seeing that assumption through when 
we say, “I love you”? 

The answer seems to be found in one word: 
vulnerability.

What does vulnerability look like?

“Waking up every day and loving someone 
who may or may not love us back, whose 
safety we can’t ensure, who may stay in our 
lives or may leave without a moment’s notice, 
who may be loyal to the day they die or 
betray us tomorrow - that’s vulnerability,” says 
Brene Brown, a professor at the University of 

Houston Graduate School for Social Work, 
in her book “Daring Greatly.” Vulnerability 
at its core is “uncertainty, risk and emotional 
exposure.” 

There is no question that this is a difficult 
reality to accept.

“Vulnerability is scary,” says Murray Decker, 
Biola professor of intercultural studies. “If 
love is not vulnerable, what is it? It’s tremen-
dously vulnerable. There’s no potential for 
love without vulnerability.” 

With that frame of reference we can look at 
Norton’s character from “Fight Club” and 
notice that he is not giving very much to the 
person he is treating as a commodity. He sees 
the end in sight, so why take the time to actu-
ally know the pain of the person next to him? 
This is a disposable love that he will abandon 
among the items he has finished when he 
disembarks the aircraft. Yet for those of us 
choosing to emulate a never ending love, we 
are called to not leave a person behind in the 
things that would otherwise separate them 
from us.

“We need to be the kind of people who can 
receive the vulnerability of others,” comments 
McKirland. 

We have to learn how to stay in that gap of 
brokenness with another person and not pull 
away or try to get out. We are to jump in the 
trenches with them and repeat over and over, 
“I’m in your corner and I’m not leaving even 
if I get nothing out of this.” In doing so, we 
become people who can hold another person’s 
hurt with a protective and unyielding hand. 
We refuse to let only the satisfactory moments 
be “all we get,” as Norton’s character would 
suggest.

If we can get to the place where our devotion 
to a person in their darkest hour is not di-
minished, but deepened, then the “I love you” 
we direct toward them will hold significance. 
Such a sentiment will echo the love the Father 
gave to his Son on Calvary as he vulnerably 
opened up his arms to a world that did not 
realize that the man it threw away would be 
its greatest treasure.
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With a legacy of 106 years, Biola University has undergone many changes that have 
become a part of its history. These include its move from Sixth and Hope in Downtown 
Los Angeles to the quiet suburb of La Mirada in 1959, the influence of eight different 
university presidents, and the commissioning of the iconic “Jesus Saves” sign in 1935.

Throughout the years, many Biola traditions have come and gone. Curious about some of 
the events you missed out on? Let’s throw it back to Biola’s black-and-white photo days.

An Associated Students event in which the 
senior administration, student government 
officers, and athletes competed. This fun 
tradition was played while sitting astride 
actual donkeys that were wearing special 
basketball shoes. Richard Chase was known 
to participate in a game or two when he was 
president of Biola.

Before Biola’s birth, its founders started 
theology clubs where men and women could 
study the Bible and receive instruction in 
evangelism. These two clubs were also a 
method of outreach in the local Los Angeles 
community and acted as exposure for the 
new university.

Before The Talon, Biolans could get fresh 
fruit from the Fruit-O-Matic machines. 
Serving as a healthy alternative to vending 
machines with junk food, Biola instituted 
these in the 1980s. However, the refrigera-
tion units were prone to breaking down, 
which resulted in frequent cases of spoiled 
fruit.

Written by: Kristina Nishi



Located atop the original 13-story Biola campus in 
Los Angeles, these bells served as a message and 
beacon to the community. Gordon Hooker, Biola’s 
official bellringer, would play the bells three times 
a day and twice on Sundays.

For 25 years, Biola held a fine arts festival during 
the Christmas season. Art, drama and music were 
showcased, and local churches participated in the 
event. It was open to Biolans and the public, and 
ended in the 1980s once the churches started to 
plan their own Christmas events.

This was the leading journal for conservative 
Christianity and the fundamentalist move-
ment, published by the university from 1910-
1970. This monthly publication included 
Bible studies and news about alumni. It later 
evolved into the Connections magazine and 
subsequently became what is now known as 
the Biola Magazine.

For nearly seven decades, Biola had a sig-
nificant radio ministry that brought sound 
biblical teaching to thousands of listeners up 
and down the West Coast. David Hocking 
spearheaded this ministry until he left to 
pursue other radio options. Over the years, 
the following fizzled out and the radio show 
was canceled.
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BioLa University schooL of edUcation 

The world needs more teachers who teach like Christ did: compassionately, 

creatively, & effectively. Biola’s School of Education offers state-certified 

teacher preparation in a supportive, all-Christian environment–a community 

that cares for the flourishing of every one of its students, and for the world 

they will impact.

For more inFormation on Biola University’s school oF 

edUcation, or to apply For one oF oUr gradUate programs, 

visit edUcation.BioLa.edU/grad

Pictured above is the classroom of alumnus Michael Long, 2008 California Teacher of the Year




