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With All  Your Mind

Meet Dr. Timothy Pickavance
A little over 

nine years 

ago, I 

didn’t think 

I’d be 

moving back to Southern 

California to teach philosophy 

graduate students at Biola. Really, 

one year ago, I didn’t think I’d be 

moving back to Biola. Here I am, 

though, strangely loving the slog 

through my first year of  teaching, 

simultaneously overwhelmed and 

overjoyed.

A little over nine years ago, I 

hadn’t so much as picked up a 

book of  philosophy, save in a 

political philosophy course in the 

PoliSci Department at the 

University of  North Texas. I was 

preparing applications for Ph.D. 

programs in economics—I’ve 

long wanted to teach at a 

university—but got involved in a 

philosophy reading group at, of  

all things, my church. Apologetics  

had been my gateway, but I 

wanted more. That group gave 

me more, and shortly thereafter I 

learned about Talbot’s M.A. and 

added another school to my list of 

applications. When I found out I 

was admitted to Talbot—I 

remember the call from Lisa 

Vasquez!—I already knew I’d 

turn down the waiting offers from 

Michigan and the University of  

Texas.

So I came to Biola for the first 

time, a little over eight years ago. 

I had already caught the bug. I 

was convinced I’d teach 

philosophy at a secular school, 

one that emphasized research. I 

made great friends, met my 

beautiful wife, Jamie, and did well 

in the program. My first stint at 

Biola was generally wonderful, 

though I struggled to have a good 

attitude in the core Talbot courses 

and never found a church (not 

that I tried all too hard). I 

graduated during a period of  my 

life that wasn’t particularly rich 

spiritually. That was a little over 

five years ago.

Since then, at least until last 

summer, my wife and I have been 

in Austin, Texas, where I was 

working on my Ph.D. at the 

University of  Texas. My time at 

Talbot prepared me for my time 

at UT. I was ready 

philosophically, not in the sense 
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that I didn’t have anything to 

learn, but I had a head start over 

many of  my classmates when it 

came to contemporary philosophy 

and a solid if  malleable 

foundation that provided 

structure and context for the 

content of  my seminars. I was 

also prepared personally and 

spiritually. If  I had learned 

anything while at Talbot, it was 

the importance ensuring that my 

philosophy was always done in 

the context of  my commitment to 

the Lord Jesus. This is a lesson 

I’ve never forgotten.

Nonetheless, it was not until a 

few years into our time in Austin 

that I began to trust that God 

would provide me a job teaching 

philosophy. Jamie and I learned 

how better to meld our spiritual 

journeys, and our church had 

helped us enrich our walk with 

God. By then, I had lost my 

preference for secular schools over 

Christian ones and for research-

oriented jobs over teaching-

oriented ones. I think the change 

occurred when I realized that 

how much I loved my job would 

turn more on whether I enjoyed 

my students and colleagues and 

less on what responsibilities I 

would have. And I wanted to love 

my job.

When I dreamed, I dreamed 

of  returning to Talbot. I knew I’d 

love my students and my 

colleagues. For a number of  

reasons, that dream seemed 

unrealistic, so I tried not to let it 

occupy my mind too often. At the 

beginning of  last school year, in 

October 2007, I decided to apply 

to a single job at a small Christian 

school in the Pacific Northwest. 

Though I wasn’t really ready, I 

had connections, good pedigree, 

and a decent-looking CV. I 

figured I had a good shot, and if  

it didn’t work out, I’d do a full-

blown job search the next year. 

That prospect, if  nothing else, got 

me moving on my dissertation. 

That semester I went from 

basically nothing to about 50,000 

words. But the school wasn’t 

calling. We were getting 

frustrated. Jamie prayed one 

morning that we’d get a call about 

an interview. Doug Geivett called 

that night to ask whether I’d be 

interested in returning to Talbot. 

Not the answer we were 

expecting, but it was certainly 

welcome to hear from the place of 

my dreams!

Now we’re here, and we love 

it. We’ve seen God’s hand 

working in so many ways on our 

journey. I’m excited to get to 

teach courses in my core interest 

areas (metaphysics, epistemology, 

language, and mind) to graduate 

students that are anxious to learn, 

but to also get to explore other 

areas of  interest for me, areas in 

the intersection of  philosophy and 

theology, and have that research 

be valued, even encouraged. I’m 

excited to love my colleagues and 

help them build into our students. 

We’re excited about our church. 

We’re excited to live so close to 

the beach, where we can watch 

our dog frolic in the surf. We’re 

excited to hunt for tasty Asian 

and Mexican restaurants to 

satiate our insatiable appetites. 

We’re excited to settle in and 

build a life and a family (baby boy 

#1 on the way!) and, I hope, a 

legacy. I hope you’ll pray with me 

and for me as I work here, trying 

to further the Kingdom of  our 

Lord through Talbot’s philosophy 

program!
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A Great Alumnus

By Dr. Horner

Early in this semester I greeted a dad, 

while we were both in the restroom, who 

was visiting Biola with his daughter.  She 

is looking at doing grad work here, he told me, and I 

asked which program she was considering.  He said 

something about “religious philosophy or something 

like that,” and I asked him if  it was “philosophy of  

religion and ethics.”  He brightened up and agreed 

that that was it, and I told him that I taught in that 

program.

We walked outside.  He said he was from 

Cleveland.  “Where does your daughter go to college 

now?”  “Ohio State University.”  “Oh yeah?  One of  

our alumni is doing a PhD there, in philosophy.  Do 

you happen to know Matt Jordan?”

He almost staggered back.  “Do we ever happen 

to know Matt Jordan!”  He wanted to wait for his 

daughter, before saying more.  I told him that Matt 

and I were friends, that he had been my TA, etc.  He 

was stunned.

Then his daughter arrived, and the dad told her 

that I had brought up Matt Jordan.  She also did a 

double-take.  She then explained that she took a 

philosophy religion class at Ohio State from Matt, 

that she went into the class a hard-boiled atheist, and 

that she came to Christ through the class.  She didn't 

know that Matt had been through the Talbot program 

– the reason that she was considering coming to 

Talbot was that the first assigned reading in the class 

was an article by J. P. Moreland.  After she became a 

Christian and was interested in future philosophical 

study, she did some looking, to find out where J. P. 

Moreland taught.  She discovered that he taught here, 

so that’s why she and her dad made their way here!

The whole conversation was one of  those 

amazing, improbable, providential situations, where 

you know you're in the middle of  something much 

bigger, and the three of  us were immediately aware of 

that.  Whew . . . 

The conversation is evidence of  other ways in 

which we’re part of  something much bigger here.  

God is at work in so many incredible ways in our 

midst here and now, and that is more obvious to us, 

because it is right in front of  us.  But what he’s up to is  

so much bigger than here and now, and every once in 

a while we get a glimpse of  it.  I got one in this 

conversation.  

I’m so grateful to be part of  a community with 

friends like Matt.  Thank you, Matt, for being faithful 

where God has called you.  It does make a difference!  

May we all be encouraged to be faithful where we are.

 Bioethics, apologetics 

and evangelism through a child’s 

mind

by Manuel Zarate

Mateo’s eyes grew big! He sat on the 

edge of  the sofa as the video showed millions of  

sperm attaching themselves to a common cell they 

had mistaken for the real egg. These sperrm were 

hopelessly trying to find life inside that cell and 

eventually died. G. K. Chesterton said that he learned 

more about life from observing children than from 

many books he read. I would add that we can learn 

more about God  by observing children interact with 

life than from any book written on the subject. 

Children have a keen and unobstructed way of  

scrutinizing reality that we can leverage  for their 

good and ours.  I have leveraged on my children’s 

quest for life and for God to benefit my apologetic 

and evangelistic ministry. 

The video we were watching presented the origin 

of  human life from a scientific perspective. My wife 

and I use this material to teach our boys about human 

reproduction. Nicholas, our oldest, watched it two 

years ago and Felipe, our youngest, waits for his turn 

in anticipation. Watching this presentation always 
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reminds me of  God’s amazing mind and provides me 

with ample illustrations to use in my talks.    

Looking at Mateo’s eyes widening ignited my 

passion for turning everyday situations into teachable 

moments to ‘download’ God’s truth, which, I have 

concluded, is an effective way of   presenting the 

Gospel in the 21st century world. As human life 

begins when that one sperm finally makes it to the 

waiting egg, so spiritual life begins when a person 

understands who the real God is and commits to Him 

with his or her whole being. But many roadblocks 

stand in the way of  this happening. 

As that first carrier of  life confuses its objective in 

the pursuit of  the mature female egg, so do humans 

mistake the final objective and attach to the wrong 

things in search of  life. Traveling the world during 

these last two decades I have found people attached to 

their positions in society, their wealth, their cultural 

beliefs, a relationship, and even to their church or 

particular religion. As those sperms in the video 

attach themselves eagerly to a ‘look alike’ egg. I see 

people hopelessly trying to find life and significance in 

those things to no avail- and irremediably dying. Here 

is where we as Christians come in. I believe that our 

job as propagators of  God’s kingdom, or as the 

apostle Paul puts it ‘ambassadors for Christ’ is to grab 

a hold of  the minds and hearts of  individuals and 

redirect their attention toward the real source of  life 

and significance, Jesus Christ. 

  Now, in order to do this we have to be in 

proximity to people. We have to understand how they 

think and why they do what they do. As I look back at 

the development of  my life I realize that my 

education at Talbot provided me with a wealth of  

tools to perform this effectively. One of  the main 

things I learned is that detaching people from false life 

providers is not necessarily the hardest thing to do. 

The real challenge is in directing people to the real 

God. Therein lies the greatest challenge we face in 

Christian service. Perhaps this is the reason our Lord’s  

last prayer was: “That they might know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”  

Rescuing people from impostor eggs is a task that any 

human system or  religion can achieve. Only God’s 

spirit working through us can lead people to the real 

source of  life. It is possible to merely relocate people’s 

allegiance from false cells to ‘my leadership,’ ‘my view 

of  God,’  ‘my church,’ ‘my political persuasion’ and 

not the God of  the Bible. In other words, our Lord is 

not interested in merely delivering us from evil for the 

sake of  good, He wants to deliver us form evil for the 

sake of  God.  

Understanding this has provided me with a sense 

of  respect and liability as I present the message of  

Jesus to the world. He has granted the privilege of  

doing this in over twenty nations and in various 

settings. Sometimes it is addressing non-Christian 

folks at a hotel ballroom, students at a university 

auditorium, a corporation’s boardroom, members of  

a rotary club or a military school, a female executives 

association, a local church, a youth conference, one 

on one, or even helping a whole nation detach from 

impostor cells on secular radio and TV.  Regardless of 

the situation I have learned that the ultimate goal is to 

help individuals detach from false cells and pursue the 

real giver of  life. 

Mateo’s wonder was fueled even more when the 

video showed one sperm finally making it to the egg, 

marking the beginning of  physical human life. The 

conversation that ensued between us was deep.  He 

understood that he is very unique. He is the result of  

team work between the Lord, a mom and a dad. 

There were over three hundred million possibilities 

for his make-up, and God chose one. He realized that 

he is wonderfully crafted by God, as David says in 

Psalm 13, and that there is no way he could be the 

product of  random causes. What a lesson in Bioethics 

for his little inquiring mind.

It was a fascinating moment, not only for Mateo, 

but for my wife and I. We still try to digest the 
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profoundly ontological moment he just experienced. 

What was clear was that somehow the past hour had 

been invigorating to him. He walked differently. His 

chest seemed bigger. He felt important. He had 

experienced a big ‘U-hum.’ And God took joy.

The apostle Paul said in Romans 1:18-21 that the 

whole universe is full of  great examples of  God’s 

wisdom and power but they are eclipsed by ‘impostor 

cells.’ I believe my job- and yours- is to unmask those 

impostors and point people to Christ. 

To finish, I feel it is pertinent to mention two take-

aways; one from 1 Peter 3:15 and the other from 

Deuteronomy 6.  First we have to make sure we are 

not attached to them ourselves, we cannot lead people 

to a place we do not know ourselves. We have to ‘set 

Christ apart in our hearts.’ Second, we need to begin 

this task at home, using all opportunities we have to 

fill the minds of  our children with the wonder of  God 

so their hearts can follow in love and adoration for the 

real God and not impostor eggs; which will be many 

on their life road. We have to do it ‘as we work the 

fields, as we walk, and as we go to sleep’ so they can 

relate it to the whole of  life as well. 

Manuel Zarate is a Christian Thinker and Speaker who 

provides answers to the dilemmas of  life and society from a 

biblical perspective. He also equips us to discern and engage the 

culture today with its demands so that we can influence it 

instead of  being influenced by it.

 Manuel has traveled the world since 1990 giving talks 

and lectures in academic, ecclesiastical and executive circles in 

almost thirty countries including the USA, India, Germany, 

England, Spain, Holland, Mexico, Colombia, Chile and 

Jamaica. His education includes undergraduate degrees in 

Communications and Theology from Moody Bible institute in 

Chicago, graduate studies in Theology and Philosophy of  

Religion from Biola University (1996) and a PhD in 

Organizational Leadership and Communication (candidate). 

He is also a Growth Executive Coach certified by 

Transformational Leadership Coaching International. 

 Manuel Zarate Ministries, Inc. (MZM) is 501-C3 non-

profit organization created to promote and facilitate the speaking 

ministry of  Manuel Zarate, unique in its compelling defense of  

the Christian faith and its practical application of  the biblical 

worldview for all aspects of  today’s life and society. 

MZM does what in Christian circles is known as 

Apologetics (the rational defense and explanation of  the 

Christian faith), Evangelism (the invitation to personal belief  in 

Jesus Christ), and Leadership Training (the equipping of  

believers to share and apply the Christian faith in their 

environments).
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The new Talbot Building Complex will add 

one new building to the East of  the present 

structures, replace the current Myers Hall 

with a new state-of-the-art facility (upper 

left), and remodel the basement of  

Feinberg Hall (bottom left building shaped 

like a cross) for the benefit of  Talbot's 

Institute for Spiritual Formation.  To 

preview a three-dimensional animation of  

the Talbot Complex, visit http://

connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/

Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205.

Talbot Building Project

http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
http://connect.biola.edu/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=211&srcid=205
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My Brief  Journey in Life

by Mihretu Petros Guta 

I was born and raised in a 

Christian family. I accepted Jesus 

as my personal savior while I was 

in Junior High.  I had dreams 

about my future pursuits in 

college; however, it appeared that doors continued to 

close on those dreams.  There was a period of  two 

years which were very difficult for me.  Through this 

experience, God challenged me in a number of  clear 

ways to accept his call for me to join a Bible college. 

But in this respect, I was not willing to listen to God.  

As I persisted in saying no, I lost my inner peace. I 

had many dreams in which God explicitly spoke to 

me, telling me to stop rebelling against His call for my 

life. I had no escape. I felt that God’s hand was upon 

me for my own good and I said to myself, “I had 

better surrender my will to God.” Finally, I gave up 

my efforts and decided to head in the direction God 

was directing me. The moment I had decided to say, 

“Yes Lord,” my peace was restored and I happily 

accepted God’s call for my life and joined the 

Evangelical Theological College (ETC) in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia.   After I graduated from ETC I had 

a chance to serve at the college as Assistant to the 

Academic Dean and Instructor.  

I came to the US in June of  2006.  I got married 

in July of  2006. My wife and I are now blessed with a 

one-year old son.  I joined Talbot School of  Theology 

at Biola University, shortly after, in the Fall of  2006. 

Before coming to the US, I had read many books by 

J.P. Moreland and William Craig and others.  For me 

to join Biola was very exciting and even more exciting 

to study under these great scholars.

I am currently pursuing a Masters in Philosophy.  

In the future, after I complete my Ph.D. my family 

and I plan to go back to Ethiopia where I will teach at 

the state university and at the Bible College where I 

used to teach. 

At present I am involved part-time assisting with 

the Youth Ministry at Artesia-Cerritos United 

Methodist Church.  This past summer I was in 

Ethiopia for a month where I had wonderful ministry 

presenting papers at different Bible colleges, taught a 

class on Introduction to Philosophy and Theology 

and preached in a number of  churches. 

Recently I took the position of  Christian 

Apologetics Coordinator at Biola.  I was 

recommended by Dr. Scott Rae, who is the 

Philosophy Department Chairman at Talbot.  There 

were many applicants for the position.  The selection 

process involved an interview panel of  three staff  

members from the Department of  Spiritual Life.  

This position will enable me to help undergraduate 

students have a better grasp of  Christian Apologetics 

in order to cultivate spiritual growth in their lives.  

The position also involves preparing symposiums, 

panel discussions and working with different 

ministries of  the Department of  Spiritual Life.  I take 

it as a wonderful opportunity to prepare myself  for 

the future ministry plans I have in Apologetics when I 

go back to Ethiopia.

My life and experience have been enriched 

through the activities I have been involved in. My 

desire for ministry has increased and I am continually 

having my vision being expanded and renovated. The 

ministry experience I had this past summer also 

contributed to my personal growth in enabling me to 

further understand the issues Christians are facing in 

Ethiopia and what I can do to help fellow-believers 

deal with issues in relation to their faith. I have seen 

many tangible fruits in my ministry so far. I have a 

great enthusiasm and passion to teach and work with 

college students. I can’t think of  doing anything else 

except doing what I am doing now. 

In conclusion, I want to thank God for the way 

He has led me over the years and is still leading me. 

My sole desire is to serve Him and bring glory to His 

name. 
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Welcome to our fall issue of  “With All Your Mind.”  We hope you are encouraged by 

what our students, faculty and alums are up to, representing Christ in the various spheres 
of  influence in which God has placed them.  We hope you’re encouraged by the publishing projects that 

you see the faculty working on (in the faculty updates section)—I have recently begun a collection of  

books that our grads have authored or edited—the collection now stands at 13 books!!  One of  these is 
featured toward the end of  this newsletter and you can get—it’s a series of  essays edited by Robert Garcia 

and Nate King—centered on the debate about the relationship between God and goodness between Bill 
Craig and Paul Kurtz.  It’s a great book and we are thrilled to see some of  our graduates coming into their 

own with respect to publishing.  In our next newsletter, we will show you all of  the books by our grads that 

we know about.  If  you have authored, edited or contributed to a book that is in print, please let us know 
about it—we’d like to add it to our collection!

 We are delighted to welcome Tim and Jamie Pickavance to our faculty team.  Tim’s one of  our 
grads who just recently finished up his degree at the University of  Texas.  He’s already a major hit with 

the students, as we knew he would be.  Keep Jamie and him in your prayers as their first child comes this 

spring! We are looking forward to his writing as that part of  his career unfolds.  We hope you enjoy his 
story in this issue.  

 We try to feature some of  our grads who are doing a variety of  different things in their service of  
the Kingdom.  This issue we are delighted to let you know about Manuel Zarate Ministries, an apologetics 

ministry that stretches around the world.  Manuel recently spoke in Talbot’s chapel and it was great to 

welcome him back home!!
 Every now and then we come across a story of  one of  our grads that reminds us of  what a small 

world it is.  God moves in amazing ways and the story of  Matt Jordan, who’s faithfully studying and 
teaching at Ohio State University, is one of  those moments where God takes us by surprise.  Stories like 

Matt’s are repeated regularly as our grads are used to change people’s lives and worldviews through their 

teaching.  I’m so glad that guys like Matt are at universities around the country, giving inquisitive students 
an articulate, coherent Christian worldview as an alternative to the naturalism that is the majority 

worldview.  
 We also want to recognize that the impact of  our grads goes way around the world.  Mihretu 

Petros Guta is a wonderful brother who has a teaching position in Ethiopia waiting for him when he 

graduates this December—he will be establishing a strategic place of  influence in his country joining 
other of  our grads in Africa.  Pray for him as he finishes up and makes the transition back home—this 

time with a wife and child!  
 The faculty and I routinely pinch ourselves when we think about what our program has become.  

It is so much bigger than we ever envisioned and by God’s grace, that will continue.  Our influence 

spreads because of  you and your contribution to the Kingdom.  We are so grateful that you are faithfully 
serving Christ and in whatever your sphere of  influence, you are bringing a well thought out Christian 

worldview as the set of  lenses through which you view the world.  

NEWSLETTER OF TALBOT’S MA PHILOSOPHY PROGRAM FALL  2008

AS I SEE IT 
  Dr. Scott Rae, Department Chair



WITH ALL YOUR MIND	 Fall 2008

Dessert Reception
 Following Bootcamp in August, the new 

students were welcomed into the department 
by continuing students, faculty, and alumni.  

A good crowd of  philosophers and their 
families gathered on the front lawn of  the 

Philosophy House for dessert and words of  
wisdom for the new students.  We were 

joined by Dr. William Lane Craig who had 
shared with the new students over lunch that 

day.

PHILOSOPHY BOOTCAMP
On August 24-26, incoming Talbot MA Phil 

students participated in a three-day student-led 
orientation titled “Philosophy Bootcamp” with the 

intention to ease the transition to Talbot by 
presenting concise overviews to the topics covered 

in the program.  Philosophy Bootcamp was the 
first student-led and organized orientation at 
Talbot and featured presentations by upper-

classmen on topics such as Metaphysics, 
Epistemology, Ethics, Philosophy of  Religion, 

Philosophy of  Mind, and Philosophy of  Science, 
as well as presentations on writing and reading 

philosophic papers and précis.  Bootcamp 
brainchild Robbie Hirsch began Monday and 
Tuesday with an extended morning session on 

Logic.  Bootcamp commenced on Sunday with a 
barbeque at the philosophy house and culminated 
Tuesday night with a faculty, student, and alumni 

dessert at the philosophy house.       
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Faculty Updates
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 Dr. Scott Rae
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics; Department Chair

    Dr. Rae continues to consult with three southern California hospitals, providing 
education to physicians and nursing staff  on ethical issues, particularly issues at the end of  

life.  
      This past summer, Dr. Rae led the Intensive Institute at the Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity 

Annual Conference.  The topic for the 4-day institute was “Ethical Issues and Health Care Reform.”  The 

course consisted primarily of  physicians who wrestle daily with issues involving health care delivery and 
was a timely institute given the centrality of  health care reform in the presidential campaign.

	 In the fall, Dr. Rae gave three lectures on bioethics and business ethics as part of  an apologetics 
conference sponsored by a consortium of  church in Bend, Oregon.  The major sponsoring church is 

pastured by one of  the MA Phil. Grads, Ken Wytsma, and it was great to join Dr. Moreland and Dr. 

Craig Hazen in speaking at this conference.   Dr. Rae also lectured on bioethics in a series at Calvary 
Church, Santa Ana (CA).  

 Most of  the fall was spent on two book projects—finishing up the third edition of  Moral Choices, 
due out in early 2009, and writing a integrative book on faith and business, entitled “Business as 

Transformational Service,” to be published in a series on Christianity and the academic disciplines by IVP 

Dr. David Horner
 Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Philosophy

Between June, 2007 and this past summer (2008), Dr. Horner struggled with debilitating, 

toxicity-related health problems.  As a result, he had to cancel scheduled teaching in Oxford and 
Cambridge during the summer and in Hungary this fall.  His other work, besides teaching, was 

also effectively put on hold.

However, although it is an ongoing struggle, Dr. Horner’s condition is significantly improved these days.  He is  
grateful to God for intervening on his behalf, in response to the prayers of  God’s people (in particular, in May, the 

passionate intercession of  the father of  one of  our alumni!).  He is also grateful for the significant spiritual growth 
and learning that has resulted from his journey.  

So Dr. Horner is back teaching with gusto, and is busy on several writing projects.  Since the last issue of  

WAYM, several of  Dr. Horner’s earlier projects have been published: "Aut Deus Aut Malus Homo: A Defense of  
C. S. Lewis's 'Shocking Alternative,'” in C. S. Lewis as Philosopher: Truth, Goodness and Beauty, edited by David 

J. Baggett, Gary R. Habermas, and Jerry L. Walls (IVP); “Cardinal Virtues,” and “Values, Christian,” in 
Encyclopedia of  Christian Civilization, edited by G.T. Kurian (Blackwell). 

Dr. Horner is now working on a book chapter on the Christian virtue of  zeal (with Talbot alumnus, David 

Turner), and a popular-level book entitled UniverSanity: How to Go to College without Losing your Mind, your 
Faith, or your Character.  At EPS he will participate in an authors’ panel concerning the C. S. Lewis as 

Philosopher book.
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Dr. J.P. Moreland
 Distinguished Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

This last year has been a good one for me.  I have not experienced depression for four 

years, we love our church and I have been given two wonderful grandchildren, one of  

each gender.  I have delivered five academic papers and spoken about twenty times around the country in 

ministry venues.  I am not seeking to write journal articles for a while and, instead, am concentrating on 

academic and popular-level spiritual life books.  Regarding the latter, this October my book with Klaus 

Issler entitled In Search of  God Confidence was released by IVP.  It is about the nature of  faith and how 

one develops it.  In January 2009 I have a book coming out with Harvest House called “The God 

Question.”  It is my response to the New Atheists and is primarily intended as a book to give to an 

unbeliever with Christians as a secondary audience.  Regarding academic publishing, in May the 

“Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology” I am editing with Bill Craig will be released.  I also write a 

chapter in the volume.  In April, my book “The Recalcitrant Imago Dei:  Human Persons and the Failure 

of  Naturalism will be released with SCM press in London.  SCM is the top academic press in the UK in 

theology, and it usually publishes works by non-Evangelicals, so I am especially delighted have a book 

coming out with them.

 Dr. Moreland was quoted in an article in New Scientist titled “Creationists Declare War Over 

Brain.”  To read the full article, visit http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20026793.000-creationists-

declare-war-over-the-brain.html?DCMP=ILC-hmts&nsref=news2_head_mg20026793.000

Dr. Garry Dewese
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics
     

Again demonstrating his imprudent willingness to tackle a broad latitude of  topics, this semester 

Garry is teaching Philosophical Theology (Divine Revelation), Philosophy of  Science, Apologetics, 

and Ethical Issues (Environmental Ethics). This last is a new course which Garry developed along 

with John Bloom, professor of  physics and director of  the MA program in Science and Religion.  The 

interdisciplinary course kicked off  with topics in science, such as an introduction to ecology, the chemistry of  

pollution and global warming, and alternative energy possibilities, then moved to developing a theocentric 

environmental ethic under the category of  stewardship of  creation, and finally tackled difficult issues of  corporate 

and governmental ethical responsibilities with respect to the environment. 

Garry says this past year has been a very different season of  life, as he and his wife Barbara have had Barb’s 

mother living with them.  She is in the later stages of  Alzheimer’s, and Garry says he has learned so much from his  

wife as she demonstrates love where there is no positive feedback, and patience where failed  memory leads to 

continual frustration.  There are lessons to be learned about dealing with aging parents, and by God’s grace we 

can learn them before the end of  life closes off  opportunities to unconditional love and the honor due to our 

parents.
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Dr. William Lane Craig
 Research Professor of Philosophy

2008:
Reasonable Faith. 3rd ed. rev. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2008; God and Ethics: A Contemporary 

Debate. With Paul Kurtz. Ed. Nathan King and Robert Garcia. With responses by Louise 

Antony, Walter Sinnott-Armstrong, John Hare, Donald Hubin, Stephen Layman, Mark Murphy, and Richard 

Swinburne. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2008; "Time, Eternity, and Eschatology." In The Oxford 

Handbook on Eschatology, pp. 596-613. Ed. J. Walls. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008; "Is Uncertainty a 

Sound Foundation for Religious Tolerance?" In Religious Tolerance through Humility, pp. 13-27. Ed. James Kraft 

and David Basinger. Aldershot, England: Ashgate, 2008; "God Is Not Dead Yet." Christianity Today. July, 2008, 

pp. 22-27; "Middle Knowledge" and "The End of  the World," in The Thinking Christian's Devotional. Ed. K. 

Monroe Kullberg and L. Arrington. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2008; Review: Philosophical Perspectives 

on Infinity, by Graham Oppy. Philosophia Christi 10 (2008): 201-08; w: Einführung in die Religionsphilosophie, 

by Winfried Löffler. Philosophia Christi. 10 (2008): 251-54. 

Forthcoming:

Ed. with J. P. Moreland. Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology. Oxford: Blackwell; Ed. with Chad 

Meister. God Is Great, God Is Good. Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity; Ed. with Paul Copan. Grappling with 

Christianity's Critics. Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman and Holman; "The Cosmological Argument." In Philosophy of  

Religion: Classic and Contemporary Issues. Ed. Paul Copan and Chad Meister. Cambridge: Blackwell; "The 

Kalam Cosmological Argument." With James Sinclair. In Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology. Ed. Wm. L. 

Craig and J. P. Moreland. Oxford: Blackwell; "Divine Eternity." In Oxford Handbook of  Philosophical Theology. 

Ed. Thomas Flint and Michael Rea. Oxford: Oxford University Press; "Time." Global Dictionary of  Theology. 

Ed. William Dyrness and Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press; "Cosmological 

Argument"; "Middle Knowledge." In The Cambridge Dictionary of  Christian Theology. Ed. G. Fergusson et al. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; "In Defense of  Theistic Arguments." In The Future of  Atheism: Alister 

McGrath and Daniel Dennet in Dialogue. Ed. Robert Stewart. Philadelphia: Fortress Press; "Dawkins' Delusion." 

In Grappling with Christianity's Critics. Ed. Paul Copan and Wm. L. Craig. Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman and 

Holman; "Arguments for the Existence of  God." In God Is Great, God Is Good. Ed. Wm. L Craig and Chad 

Meister. Downers Grove, Ill.: Inter-Varsity; "Noli Me Tangere: Why John Meier Won't Touch the Risen Lord." 

Heythrop Journal; Review: Many Worlds in One: The Search for Other Universes, by Alexander Vilenkin. 

Philosophia Christi; Review: Arguing about Gods, by Graham Oppy. Philosophia Christi.
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Doug Geivett
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

 Dr. Geivett has been on sabbatical during the fall semester keeping busy 

with a very full speaking schedule.  During September and October he taught an 

adult fellowship group at the First EV Free Church of  Fullerton on the topic of  “Heroes and 

Heels of  the Bible”.  He spoke at two Christian Worldview Conferences this fall, one in 

September in Torrance, CA and in the other in November in Providence, RI.  In October, Dr. 

Geivett debated Michael Shermer on the question "Does God Exist?" at the University of  

Alabama.  He was also the keynote speaker for the “Faith, Film, and Philosophy Conference” at 

Gonzaga University (Spokane, WA). At the annual Evangelical Theological Society conference, 

in November, he presented on “Canon and Charismata: Revisiting Warfield's Cessationist 

Argument”.  Dr. Geivett has also been writing prolifically on his blog (http://

douggeivett.wordpress.com).
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Dr. David Hunt Gives a Colloquium

Dr. David Hunt, professor at Whittier College and adjunct 

professor for our program presented a Colloquium on Friday, 

November 14.  He presented his paper, “Divine Foreknowledge 

in the Pagan World: The Case of  Pythian Apollo.”  About 20 

students listened attentively to his views followed by a Q & A 

time with Dr. Hunt.
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TPS will once again be having Faculty Nights in which students and their spouses/friends can join for 

fellowship and an encouraging word from a faculty member and his wife. These evenings have been filled 

with good food, rich discussion and invaluable wisdom in the fight not only in the marketplace of  ideas, 

but also (if  not especially) in and for our families as we seek to honor Christ with all heart, soul and mind. 

The first of  the school year was with Tim and Jamie Pickavance as they shared of  God's faithful hand 

through the struggles of  going through a doctoral program as newly weds and their unlikely (but no doubt 

divinely appointed!) move out to Talbot where Tim is the newest faculty member for the Philosophy Dept.
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The Talbot Philosophical Society is hosting the third 

annual Talbot graduate student philosophy conference 

in Spring ‘09.  We're excited this year to be reaching 

out to the broader philosophical community by 

encouraging submissions from graduate students at 

other schools.  Papers in any area of  philosophy are 

welcome for submission.  More details about the dates 

of  the conference, the submission deadline, and the 

identity of  the keynote speaker will be forthcoming.

Faculty Nights

Upcoming Philosophy 
Conference

DR. TIMOTHY PICKAVANCE 
DELIVERS PAPER AT TPS

On October 21st, Professor Tim 

Pickavance presented his paper 

on "Properties of  Identity and 

Trivial Indiscernibility” to the 

Talbot Philosophical Society.  

Discussion followed allowing 

students to interact with and get 

to know our new professor even 

better.  He is a very welcome 

addition to our faculty.
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Joanne and 
I are 
enjoying 
our first 
daughter, 
Reagan 

Grace, who was born in 
May.  It is really fun to 
watch her learn and 
grow.  After helping to 
plant a church in Bend, 
Oregon, in 2006, we 
recently moved to Kansas 
City to be closer to 
family.  We are getting 
involved at Olathe Bible 
Church and I am looking 
for ways to use my Talbot 
experience.  I have 
resumed my career in 
investment management 
with Check Capital 
Management where I help 
make investments for 
individuals and 
institutions.  The current 
stock market has made it 
a very exciting transition!  
Thanks,
Peter Hughes (’05)

Right now I'm doing 
graduate studies at the 
University of Toronto in 
the history and 
philosophy of science.  My 
focus however, is on the 
history of science and 
religion in the late 19th 
century.  Things are going 
well although I'm still 
deciding whether to finish 
with just an MA or do an 
entire PhD.  Lord willing, I 

hope to be a full-time 
Christian apologist one 
day.
Cheers,
Peter Kupisz (’05)

After graduating from 
Talbot this past May, by 
the grace of God, I was 
able to land a teaching 
position at Woodcrest 
Christian High School in 
Riverside, CA, where I am 
a Bible IV teacher.  This 
consists of teaching 
theology, philosophy, and 
apologetics to 12th 
graders.  As you could 
imagine, the Talbot Phil 
program provided a great 
training ground for this 
vocation, and it is such a 
privilege and blessing to 
be able to show my 
students just how the 
Christian worldview is 
the best and, ultimately, 
ONLY game in town—
namely because it's TRUE!
Sincerely, 
Peter "The Greek" 
Kanetis (‘08)

 
Scott 
Waller 
('00) - 
continues 

to work 
within the faculty ministry 
of Campus Crusade for 
Christ (Faculty 
Commons) as well as 
finishing his doctoral 
studies.  He is a Ph.D. 
candidate in Political 

Science at Claremont 
Graduate University. In 
addition, Scott is an 
adjunct professor of 
philosophy and political 
science at Biola 
University and Vanguard 
University.  He and his 
wife, Cathy, have two 
children, Jacob (13), and 
Renee (10).  They reside 
in Foothill Ranch, CA. 

Brendon Jones (2007, 
MA Philosophy, MA 
Theology) and Lisa 
(Esmiol) (2006, MA 
Spiritual Formation and 
Soul Care) recently 
celebrated their 1.5 year 
wedding anniversary. 
Brendon is currently 
pursuing a Ph.D. in 
Clinical Psychology at 
Biola’s Rosemead School 
of Psychology, while Lisa 
is working on a Ph.D. in 
Marriage and Family 
Therapy at Loma Linda 
University. Brendon’s 
academic interests and 
ministry passions include: 
spiritual formation, the 
care of souls, and the 
integration of theology 
and psychology. He is 
working on a dissertation 
using qualitative 
methodology to explore 
developmental stages of 
spirituality, with particular 
focus on the dark night of 
the soul. When not 
studying, Brendon and 

NEWSLETTER OF TALBOT’S MA PHILOSOPHY PROGRAM FALL  2008

Messages from Alumni



WITH ALL YOUR MIND	 Fall 2008

Lisa enjoy intensely 
competitive games of ping 
pong. They live in 
Anaheim, close enough to 
Disneyland to see the 
firework displays, 
although they are usually 
inside creating fireworks 
of their own. They do not 
yet have any children, as 
they are both currently 
focused on birthing 
doctorates. 

I have 
completed the 
PhD 
coursework at 
the University 

of Tennessee and will 
start work on my 
dissertation soon, 
probably on a topic at the 
intersection of religious 
beliefs and medical 
decision making. I am now 
Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy at Walters 
State Community College 
in Morristown, 
Tennessee. Heather, my 
wife, is a stay-at-home 
mom, but is still coaching 
cross country. We are 
California natives but are 
getting used to the idea 
of living in Tennessee 
long-term. 
Picture attached. (Greg 
and Clayton)
Greg Bock (’04)

I'm an Assistant 
Professor of 
Phillosophy at 

Patrick Henry College in 
Purcellville, VA.  I just 
started here this fall after 
serving as a visiting 
professor at Wheaton 
College (Wheaton, IL) 
from 2006-2007 and 
Whitworth University 
(Spokane, WA) from 
2007-2008.  I defended 
my dissertation ("A 
Historical Survey and 
Conceptual Account of 
States of Affairs") at C.U.-
Boulder under Michael 
Tooley and George 
Bealer in the summer of 
2006.  My wife, Jessica, 
and I have two kids now:  
Karis, 2, and Lucas, 6 mos.  
I'm really enjoying 
teaching at PHC which is 
unique among Christian 
colleges in its classical 
curriculum and mission 
to shape the nation 
and lead the culture for 
Christ.
Blessings,
Matt Roberts, ('99)

Mark 
and his 
wife 
Ruth 
became 
the 

parents of two little girls 
from Russia back in April 
2006, thus learning by 
direct experience the 
necessary truth of Scott 
Rae's comment in his 
ethics class: "Let's be 

honest—parenting is a 
net giving operation."  
Mark continues to teach 
as an instructor in Biola's 
Department of Physical 
Sciences, where he 
endeavors (as the rest of 
the faculty) to teach the 
natural sciences non-
naturalistically.  Mark, 
Ruth, Tanya & Sveta 
attend Calvary Bible 
Church in Burbank, 
where they live just one 
block from Porto's 
Bakery.
yours,
Mark Pichaj (‘02)

Mike 
Sanborn 
(’02) has been 
serving at 
Granada 
Heights Friends 

Church as the  Pastor to 
Adults since 2002.  He 
enjoys teaching and 
preaching above  all else, 
and loves to teach 
elective courses that 
touch key themes in  the 
philosophy of religion.  
Some of these classes 
have been on the  
existence of the soul, 
postmodernism, middle 
knowledge, the trinity,  
and other subjects.  Mike 
and his wife Shayleen have 
two exuberant  children, 
Isaiah (4) and Zoe (2).
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I am very happily married 
to the most beautiful 
(objectively) woman in 
the world, Rachel (since 
August 11, 2007). She is a 
source of great joy and 
delight. Rachel is working 
on a graduate degree in 
chemistry, and she uses 
her scientific perspective 
to help me in my thinking 
about philosophical 
issues. I'm working on my 
dissertation on the 
nature of states of affairs 
at the University of 
Notre Dame. But I still 
like to work on topics in 
philosophy of religion. I 
recently developed a two-
paper argument for God's 
existence: 'From States of 
Affairs to A Necessary 
Being' and 'From a 
Necessary Being to 
God' (both forthcoming). 
I am happy when I can 
use my work to 
encourage others in the 
faith. I taught an 
apologetics class at my 
church a while ago, and I'll 
be starting up another 
one soon. I've had a 
chance to present a 
lecture supporting a 
cosmological argument 
for God's existence to a 
large class of 
undergraduates, and I 
look forward to future 
opportunities to point to 
God in academic settings. 
But really, the most 
interesting part of my life 

is this: my wife is pregnant 
with a boy due in 
February!  
P.S. I am very thankful for 
the professors at Biola--
especially J.P. Moreland 
(but the others, too)--
who laid a foundation for 
my career in philosophy 
and who modeled a 
humble heart with 
passion for the Lord.
~Josh Rasmussen (’04)

Our Lord has been 
keeping me very busy. 
Biola president Dr. Corey 
is visiting with me in 
Seoul, and we are having a 
wonderfull time. I have 
become a grandfather of 
two boys and a girl and 
so blessed with the 
works in Onnuri church. I 
am doing my Phd. in 
systemetic theology in 
Yonse University at the 
same time. I am still 
serving as a member of 
the board of trustee of 
Biola.. God bless, 
Damoi Park (’00) 

Mark 
and I 
live in 
South 

Bend, Indiana with our 
three boys Nathan (4), 
Samuel (2), and Benjamin 
(6 months).  Mark 
received his Ph.D. in 
philosophy from the 
University of Notre 

Dame in 2006.  I received 
my Ph.D. in philosophy 
from Notre Dame this 
past May (2 days after the 
birth of our third son!)  
Mark is currently a 
visiting professor at Hope 
College in Michigan.  I am 
teaching adjunct at Notre 
Dame this year.  We are 
both busy applying for 
jobs and taking care of 
our small fraternity! 
Mark Jensen (Talbot 
'00) and
Jennifer Jensen 
(Talbot '00)

"Dale (’02) and 
Jonalyn (’03) are in 
their 4th year of running 
their non-profit
Soulation 
(www.soulation.org).  
They are settling into 
their new hometown of 
Steamboat, CO, where 
they moved last year 
from Whittier, CA.  They 
continue to speak at 
churches, conventions, 
and schools (high school 
and college) and are 
working on their first 
joint-book project with 
Zondervan this winter on 
“using apologetics to 
share your faith 
conversationally and 
humanly in a pluralistic 
context."
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 I hope you’ve enjoyed this edition of our program’s newsletter/update.  We 
are committed to keeping you well informed about what God is doing in the MA Phil program.  We 
hope you pray for us regularly when you think about your experience with us.
  We will hit some signiCicant milestones this year that we wanted you to know about—this 
year we will no doubt meet one of our original goals of sending 100 of our grads to Cirst rate Ph.D. 
programs around the world.  The faculty just Cinished reviewing all 16 of our grads who will be 
applying for doctoral work and, as always, we really like their chances of landing in some pretty 
prestigious places.  This year, we had the Cirst person (at least that we’re aware of) score a perfect 
1600 on the GRE exam!  We were pretty amazed at his accomplishment and look forward to where 
all the students will land next year.
  Of course, our grads are doing far more than serving the academic world.  Many are pastors, 
bringing the life of the mind into their churches—a critical place of ministry since we all 
acknowledge that if the battle for the mind is lost in the church, then there’s not much hope for 
transforming the culture.  
  Grads are also teaching in community colleges, Christian and public high schools, 
ministering overseas and serving in various ministries in local churches.  We are so encouraged by 
what we hear about what they are doing.  If you are one of our programs alumni, in order to help us 
keep the community informed and to help us pray for you, would you take a minute and send us a 
brief update on what you are up to?  You can send it to our assistant at gail.neal@biola.edu  
  Maintaining the rigor and excellence of our program has become more challenging with the 
tough economic times that are upon us all.  Please pray that we won’t have students that can’t come 
back in the spring due to Cinancial difCiculties.  And pray that we don’t have to cut back on 
potentially fruitful Cields of ministry due to economic hard times.  If you have been giving to help 
support our program, now more than ever, we are so appreciative of your Cinancial support.  We 
simply could not do this were it not for your continued support.  If you have not been giving to our 
program, this is a critical time—would you seriously consider starting to support us—with 
something like $25‐50/month?  Many of our alums support the program and we would be so 
grateful if you would join them in supporting us Cinancially—I know it’s challenging to consider at 
this time, but we would be very thankful to have you join us in this way.  
  You can Cill out the form below to indicate your desire to invest in the program in this way.  
We now offer the ability to debit an account you choose on a monthly basis, and have it done 
automatically, if that would be of interest.  You can visit http://www.biola.edu/admin/donations/
eft for more information.  At the least, Cill out the form on the next page and send it back to us with 
updated information about “what you're up to." 
Serving the Kingdom together,

Scott B. Rae
Department Chair

Ministry Partnership
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 by Dr. Scott Rae
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A group of  female Philosophy majors and a few from other majors joined together for dinner at 

Gail Neal’s house.  Gail is the Administrative Assistant for the department and holds an MA 

degree from Fuller Seminary, which she earned in the 

early 1970’s.  The women asked her to share what it 

was like to be in graduate school when there were only 

10 women among 400 men.   She shared the blessings 

and challenges of  her experience.  We 

had a good evening of  sharing, food, 

and fellowship.

Philosophy Women’s Dinner

Please send me a copy of Is Good Without God Good Enough.  I’ve enclosed a check for $21.00 
(includes $3 for shipping and handling) made out to Biola University.
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Philosophy 
Christmas Party

On December 5, 2008, nearly 50 students, family, friends 

and faculty gathered for the annual Philosophy Christmas 

Party at the Philosophy House.  Dr. Moreland lead a 

discussion time of  when students shared things that they 

are thankful for and that they are learning in the 

program.   Dr. Horner lead in prayer.  There was great 

food and fellowship as we celebrated again the 

gift of  God’s Son.
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MA Philosophy of  Religion and Ethics

13800 Biola Ave.

La Mirada, Ca 90639-0001 USA

http://www.talbot.edu/philosophy

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Is Goodness without God Good Enough? A Debate on Faith, 
Secularism, and Ethics

Edited by Robert K. Garcia and Nathan L. King

Morality and religion: intimately 

wed, violently opposed, or 

something else? Discussion of  this 

issue appears in pop culture, the 

academy, and the media—often 

generating radically opposed views. At one end of  

the spectrum are those who think that unless God 

exists, ethics is unfounded and the moral life is 

unmotivated. At the other end are those who think 

that religious belief  is unnecessary for—and even a 

threat to—ethical knowledge and the moral life.

This volume provides an accessible, charitable 

discussion that represents a range of  views along this  

spectrum. The book begins with a lively debate 

between Paul Kurtz and William Lane Craig on the 

question, Is goodness without God good enough? 

Kurtz defends the affirmative position and Craig the 

negative. Following the debate are new essays by 

prominent scholars. These essays comment on the 

debate and advance the broader discussion of  

religion and morality. The book closes with final 

responses from Kurtz and Craig.
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