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With All  Your Mind

Jokes I picked up in Garry DeWeese’s class

by Eric Twissellman (2003)

“How do you get a guy 

with a philosophy 
d e g r e e o f f y o u r 

doorstep? Pay for the 
pizza and leave him a 
good tip.”

“What’s the difference 

between a philosopher 
and a pizza? A pizza 
can feed a family of 

5.”   

I a l m o s t m a j o r e d i n 

philosophy as an undergraduate, 

but what kept me from it were the 

disembodied voices  of my parents 

whispering, “How shall you then 

eat?” 

So I majored in English with 

an emphasis  in education and 

became a high school teacher. 

Teaching has long been a natural 

and spiritual gift, and so I have 

never regretted this  choice. But as 

it turned out, I got a second 

chance at philosophy as well. 

During my first year of 

teaching high school, several 

students founded a Philosophy 

Club. I began attending the 

meetings, and soon had the title 

“Faculty Advisor” thrust upon 

me. We had great discussions  and 

challenging debates, and one day, 

one of the founding students  said, 

“There’s  so much to talk about! 

There ought to be a philosophy 

class  – you should teach this as  a 

class!”   

Well, that planted a seed. 

In my fourth year of teaching 

English at La Serna High School 

in Whittier, I requested and was 

granted a 1-year leave of absence 

to begin my studies at Talbot’s 

Philosophy of Religion and Ethics 

program, which I began in 2000.  

Now I have to be honest: I had 

begun to entertain “higher” 

aspirations  of using the Talbot 

program to get me on the fast 

track to doctoral work, and so I 

jammed all 33 units  of philosophy 

– plus  Hermeneutics  – into that 

first year. It was  the most 
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intellectually demanding and yet 

exhilarating experience of  my life. 

But that seed was s t i l l 

growing. 

Halfway through my first year 

in the program, after prayer and 

some wise counsel from Dr. 

Moreland, I began drafting a 

proposal for a course of study for 

my high school dis tr ic t . I 

submitted it to all the necessary 

committees, and it was met 

with great enthusiasm. 

That spring, I was able to 

recruit enough students  to 

fi l l t w o s e c t i o n s  o f 

Introduction to Philosophy 

for the following school 

year. Since then, I have 

had one class  each year, in 

addition to my English classes. 

This has  been a tremendous 

blessing in my life: each day, I get 

to challenge a room full of 

teenagers  with the great questions 

of philosophy – questions  that 

really matter to them. I get to pass 

on what I learned at Talbot as  I 

engage them in the study of logic, 

metaphysics, epistemology, and 

ethics. I get to introduce them to 

the great minds  of the Western 

philosophical tradition. We get to 

talk about science, religion, and 

politics, without yelling at each 

other. 

Of course, my class  draws a 

rather motley assortment of 

students, whose beliefs  range the 

entire spectrum on any big 

question. A few anecdotes  will 

illustrate what I mean.

In my first year teaching the 

class, one young man wrote a 

reflection paper that confessed 

that, before he took my class, he 

thought there wasn’t a shred of 

rational evidence for belief in 

God – that it wasn’t even a 

question that was  accessible to 

reason. His  playful yet sardonic 

conclusion at the end of it was 

that I was  “a horrible, horrible 

man” for showing him otherwise 

through the history of  philosophy. 

Now I can understand this 

young man’s  chagrin – for many, 

it is  a horrible, frightening thing 

to realize that there are good 

reasons  for belief in God, the 

soul, an afterlife, and objective 

morality. 

What lends assurance and 

comfort to some is  often a threat 

to others, and vice-versa. 

A few years  ago, as part of 

my students’ final exam, I asked 

the question: “What do you think 

is  the most dangerous  idea you 

have encountered in your study of 

philosophy? What consequences 

has  it had in history, or could have 

in the future?” One student’s 

essay defended the following 

statement:  “I think the most 

d a n g e r o u s i d e a I h a v e 

encountered in philosophy is  the 

idea that God does  not 

exist”.  

 O n t h e o t h e r 

extreme, the founder of 

our school’s  Atheist Club a 

few years  ago was  one of 

m y o w n p h i l o s o p h y 

students. Though I’m sure 

this  may strike the Talbot 

community as  a great irony, I was 

encouraged by this  young man’s 

initiative. In a sub-culture that 

worships  such fleeting icons  as 

Lady Gaga, raising the question 

of God’s  existence to the level of 

campus-wide consciousness and 

discussion was at least an 

intellectual and cultural step in 

the right direction. 

Indeed, it is  all-too-common 

to have students  who choose the 

path of least resistance and 

simply use philosophy as  a more 

sophisticated way to embrace 

what they want to believe and 

practice, rather than what is 
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truthful, reasonable, and good.  

And then there are those 

students  who find themselves  in 

my philosophy class  for no other 

reason than that they were put 

there by someone else, in order to 

fill an “academic requirement.” 

These are students  who, try as 

you will, just don’t seem to care 

much for thinking at all. 

I remember someone once 

a s k e d J . P . 

Moreland what 

could be done for 

people who need 

good philosophy 

but don’t want to 

get philosophical. 

He replied, “You 

can lead a horse to 

water, and you 

can’t make him 

drink, but you can 

feed him salt.” 

Since then, I’ve tried to  “salt the 

horse” by asking the right 

questions  at the right time to the 

right person. This  requires 

i n t e l l e c t u a l r e a d i n e s s , 

interpersonal skill, and spiritual 

d i scer nment – in a word, 

“wisdom.”  

I want to thank all my 

professors  and friends  from 

Talbot for exemplifying “the love 

of wisdom.” I am convinced that 

we cannot teach the “content” of 

philosophy, or even the skill of 

philosophy, without also inspiring 

students, by our own example, 

with the love of wisdom. This 

means we can’t se t t l e for 

philosophy being merely “cool” 

or “fascinating” – it should spur 

students  to pursue “the Good.” 

But by the same token, we can’t 

overes t imate the power of 

philosophy in and of itself to 

transform people, and we must 

always  fight the temptation to 

exchange the love of wisdom for 

the worship of  intellect.  

So to those who are currently 

studying at Talbot, I encourage 

you to absorb not only the ideas 

of these great mentors  and 

friends, but also the various  and 

effective methods by which they 

engage minds. Emulate these 

godly men in all the ways in 

which they imitate Jesus  Christ. 

Don’t just take notes  on what they 

say, but also on the way they teach 

– in lectures, in small group-

settings, even in one-on-one 

conversation. You will find just as 

many treasures  there as in the 

subtler points  of ontology and 

modal logic.  

LORD willing, we will all 

have the opportunity to use our 

Talbot experience to teach 

someone else. It 

may be within a 

c l a s s r o o m , a 

c h u r c h , t h e 

mission field, or 

e v e n o u r o w n 

h o u s e h o l d . 

C u l t i v a t e t h e 

teaching virtues  by 

learning to engage 

with all types  of 

learners, especially 

those most unlike 

you, just as  Christ would engage 

them, with patience, gentleness, 

and humility. The seeds that you 

sow don’t always  grow the way 

you expect them to, but it is  God 

who works  all things  together for 

the good to those who love Him! 

May we all be faithful planters, 

and may each of us  lovingly and 

patiently tend the plot of ground 

God has  granted us for as  long as 

we have it.  ◆
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We welcomed over 30 new students to our 4th annual Bootcamp, 

beginning with an opening dinner on Sunday, August 22nd.  A team of 

continuing students  presented an overview of the basics  of the 

philosophy program on Monday and 

Tuesday.  Dr. Craig joined the group 

for lunch on Tuesday and spoke with 

them about the importance of 

learning philosophy and applying it 

to a Christian Worldview. Our 

students were encouraged that they 

have selected an important course of study, one that will be useful to 

them as well as for impacting the world for Christ.

We concluded Bootcamp 

with a Dessert Reception 

at the Philosophy House. 

S t u d e n t s  ( n e w a n d 

continuing), faculty, and 

staff had a meaningful 

time of sharing and 

fellowship on the eve of a 

new semester.

Bootcamp and Dessert Reception
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by John Forcey

In the Fa l l o f 

2004, the Talbot 

P h i l o s o p h i c a l 
Society (TPS) was 

formed. From the 
beginning, with 

Jay Hawthorne, 

Luke Van Horn, 
Alex Plato, Jonathan Reibsamen, Cecilia Stepp, and 

Mark Stepp as  its  founding members, TPS’s  purpose 
was  to provide Talbot’s  MA philosophy students with 

the resources  to pursue philosophy professionally. 

Mainly, this  manifested itself through student 
presentations – a venue for practice in speaking and 

critiquing – and a philosophy conference at the end of 
the year. From the beginnings  of TPS until now, we’ve 

noticed that students need frequent opportunities  in 

which to present, argue, and 
critique ideas; and they need 

these things  in various forms 
that mimic profess ional 

settings  – colloquia, book 

groups, conferences. We 
attempt to provide these 

settings  in a way that will be 
f r i e n d l y, h e l p f u l , a n d 

challenging to the student 

involved. We also attempt to 
bring in speakers  throughout 

the year from other universities  – perhaps  a PhD 
student in the nearby area or a professor willing to 

come and spend the day with us  – so that our students 

are exposed to work being done by other people and 
so that they (the presenter) are exposed to our 

students. Again, the idea is  to give our students  the 
opportunity to practice what philosophers  do qua 

philosopher. 

This year at TPS we’re excited about many new 
developments. First, we’ve expanded the number of 

officers  involved in TPS from a traditional two or 

three to fourteen! In my first two years  in the 
program, I noticed that, often times, officers  had too 

much on their plate. So, this  year, we spread things 

around. The idea is  that, for every person involved, 
they have much less  to do, proportionally, than 

previous officers, and are thereby able to focus  on one 
thing, doing it very well. Second, student 

presentations have numbered much more than in 

previous  years; paper topics  have included the 
knowledge account of assertion, moral realism, egg 

donation, the problem of evil, semantic blindness, and 
arguments  for the trinity. It’s  great to see the work that 

our fellow students  are doing as well as  the interest 

that others show through their attendance and 
participation. Third, recently we’ve confirmed that, as 

the main attraction for the Spring 2011 Talbot 
Philosophy Conference, Dean Zimmerman (Rutgers) 

and David Hunt (Whittier College) will be interacting 

on issues of divine fore-
knowledge and providence! 

Dean Zimmerman is  very 
well known as one of the top 

contemporary metaphys-

icians; and David Hunt, on 
top of h i s  teaching at 

Whittier, also teaches  as  an 
adjunct professor at Talbot 

on issues  such as free will, 

foreknowledge, providence, 
Plato, and Augustine. Hunt, 

who writes  extensively on free will and foreknowledge, 
has  a book on foreknowledge due sometime in the 

future, and it will be the purpose of this  conference to 

examine some of his  ideas. To compliment this 
conference (as  well as  a course on foreknowledge that 

Hunt plans  to offer in the Spring), TPS is  planning on 
doing a reading group covering Zimmerman’s  and 

Hunt’s  writings  on the topics of foreknowledge and 

providence. We’re very excited about this conference, 

and it would be great to see some of  you there! ◆

TPS and its Recent Developments

From the beginning... 
TPS’s purpose was to 

p r o v i d e Ta l b o t ’s M A 

philosophy students with 
the resources to pursue 

philosophy professionally.
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The Owen Anderson Lectures

by Wesley Chambers

Early in November, TPS was 

privileged to hold two on-campus 

talks  by Dr. Owen Anderson. Dr 

A n d e r s o n i s  p ro f e s s o r o f 

philosophy at Arizona State 

University, as  well as  a committed 

follower of Jesus.  As  the TPS 

liaison between Talbot and non-

Talbot philosophers, my job is to 

connect those outside the MA 

Philosophy program with what we 

are trying to do. “Outsiders” 

include undergrads, students  or 

professors  from neighboring 

schools, or guest speakers  such as 

Anderson, whose lectures  are my 

undertaking and responsibility.  

As the liaison, two of my goals 

are 1) to see Biola’s  under-

graduate and graduate students 

doing philosophy together (we 

have much to learn from each 

other!), and 2) to expose Biola 

philosophy students  to questions, 

ideas, and theories, via guest 

speakers, with which we otherwise 

would not engage. 

 Dr Anderson gave talks  on 

two different topics  (satisfying goal 

2) that were attended by under-

graduate and graduate students 

alike (satisfying goal 1). On 

Monday, November 1, Anderson 

gave his  first talk on Natural Law. 

This talk was  based on his  current 

book-manuscript, which was 

recently approved for publishing 

through Cambridge University 

Press. The second talk took place 

on Tuesday, November 2, on 

Non-cognitivism, which is  the 

eastern philosophical idea that 

propositions  or truth claims are 

subject to non-rational standards 

of justification. Dr Anderson’s 

exposure to eastern thought stems 

from this  past summer, when he 

was  awarded a research grant to 

study eastern and Chinese 

philosophy under leading scholars 

in the field (Roger Ames  and 

others) at the University of 

Hawaii. More so, Dr. Anderson 

made himself available for any 

students  wanting to discuss  or 

hang out during meal times  and 

post-talk times, which led to time 

spent in good coffee and great 

discussion. ◆  

Alvin Plantinga at Biola University
Dr. Alvin Plantinga, the former John A. O’Brien professor of philosophy at 

Notre Dame, visited Biola University in October to deliver a lecture entitled 

“Science and Religion: Where the Conflict Really Lies.” Dr. Plantinga is  well-

regarded as  one of the most influential philosophers  of the 20th century, and 

is  a faithful follower of Jesus. Dr. Plantinga’s  visit was  made possible by a joint   

effort by the Philosophy and Apologetics departments. Dr. Plantinga was 

introduced to a fully-packed Calvary Chapel by Biola’s  own Tom Crisp, a 

former student of Dr. Plantinga. Dr. Plantinga’s  lecture was  followed by face-

to-face discussion time with students at the Talbot Philosophy House, and it was an honor to host him. ◆
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 Dr. Timothy Pickavance
 Associate Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

When I was no longer able to torture my Spring logic students  with ever more logical languages 

– that is, when the class  ended! – I spent the summer writing "The Natural View of Properties 

of Identity" (forthcoming early next year) and preparing for a two day "Logic Institute" at Legacy Christian 

Academy in Frisco, TX, which I conducted in August. The latter was  very exciting: I taught about fifteen junior 

high and high school teachers (and one principal's  secretary!) some of the basics of logic, so that they might 

incorporate a logic component into their junior high curriculum and apply those skills  throughout high school. 

This is  a Christian primary and secondary school that is  working to impact its  students with the importance of 

loving God with their minds! This  Fall I've been in the early stages  of writing  The Fundamentals  of 

Metaphysics with Rob Koons  (forthcoming from Wiley-Blackwell). I also had the pleasure of giving a talk on the 

rationality of belief in inerrancy at Ethnos Community Church in San Diego. Finally, if my son, who is  18 months 

old as I write this in October, were to add anything, he would explain to you the glories of  dogs and trucks.

Dr. J.P. Moreland
 Distinguished Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I have had the honor of speaking around twenty times  all over the country in the last six months, 

most of them being at Christian conferences  of one sort or another. I have been and am currently 

working on six pieces  for publication: 1.  “God and the Argument from Consciousness,” in Dialogs 

on Christian Theism, co-editor with Chad Meister, Khaldoun Sweis  (N. Y.:  Oxford University Press, forthcoming, 

2011); 2. “Theistic and anti-Theistic Arguments  from Human Nature,” in The Routledge Companion to Theism, 

ed. by Charles Taliaferro, Victoria Harrison, Stewart Goetz (N.Y.:  Routledge, forthcoming, 2011); 3. “Christianity, 

Neuroscience, and Dualism,” in Blackwell Companion to Science and Christianity, ed. by James  Stump, Alan 

Padgett (Oxford and Malden, Massachusetts:  Blackwell, forthcoming, 2012); 4. “Substance Dualism and the 

Argument from Self-Awareness,” Philosophia Christi (forthcoming); 5. “Exemplification and Constituent Realism:  

A Clarification and Modest Defense,” Axiomathes  (forthcoming); 6. “Oppy on the Argument from 

Consciousness,” (out for review).  I am also in the process  of developing four new electives  in various  areas  of 

metaphysics and philosophy of  mind.  And I have launched a new website at JPMoreland.com.
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  Dr. Garry DeWeese
    Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Dr. DeWeese was  not available to write for the newsletter this  fall.  Watch for his  update next 

semester.

  Dr. Doug Geivett
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Dr. Geivett was  on sabbatical this  semester.  He has been traveling and writing extensively.  

Watch for his update next semester.

Dr. David Horner
 Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Philosophy

Dr. Horner was not available to write for the newsletter this  fall.  Watch for his  update next 

semester.

Dr. William Lane Craig
 Research Professor of Philosophy

Dr. Craig was not available to write for the newsletter this  fall.  Watch for his  update next 

semester.

 Dr. Scott Rae
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics; Department Chair

I have been finishing up two book projects  that will be out on early 2011--an updated version of an 

earlier work on reproductive technologies, entitled, “Outside the Womb: Moral Guidance for 

Assisted Reproduction” (Moody), and “Business for the Common Good” (IVP Academic).   I also completed a 

chapter entitled, “The Rhetoric of Human Dignity in the Abortion Debate” that will be in a volume of essays to 

be published by Routledge later next year.   I also completed an entry on “anthropological dualism” for the 

Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics, coming out in early 2011.  I still consult on ethics  for a handful of hospitals  in 

Orange County and was the keynote speaker at a bioethics conference at Mt. Vernon University (Oct. 28-29). 
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Lucas Mather writes: I graduated in May of 2005 with the MA in Phil, and since 

then I have been an Adjunct Professor all around Southern California. Among 

my favorites: I have taught for Pepperdine University in Malibu since the spring 

of 2007, and for Loyola Marymount in west LA since the spring of 2006. At 

Pepperdine, especially, I have been blessed to be involved in an explosion of 

philosophy majors  there. When I started, we had 16 majors, and it was just me 

and one full-timer who retired. Since then, they hired 2 new tenure track 

professors, and we all grew the major to over 50! Also, another Talbot grad was 

just hired there full-time (the second person I met at Talbot back in 2002). 

I am currently the only faculty member on the entire campus  of Loyola Marymount who will be the Faculty 

Advisor to the College Republicans  of LMU, a position I took on in the Fall of 2008 (under considerable hostile 

fire from staff, faculty, and students). A full-timer in Poli Sci asked me to take it on because no one else would, 

and the students know I am not a normal professor (I can think for myself).

In April 2009, I was  invited to give the LMU Bioethics  Institute "Bioethics  Roundtable" on the topic of "Justice 

and Access  to Healthcare." I graduated with an MA in Bioethics  from Loyola Marymount in August of 2009. I 

was  invited to participate on a 4 member panel on Abortion (2 pro-life, 2 pro-choice)   in front of 200+ faculty, 

administration, students, and public at Los  Angeles  Pierce College in December 2009, where I also teach. I 

presented what I called, "The Formidable Common-Sense Pro-life Position." I was  called a sexist in front of 

200+ people, which was  fun. I reminded the other side that 7 men made abortion legal, not women. Maybe it's 

really a men's rights issue disguised as a women's rights issue. 

I am pursuing (part-time) a Ph.D. in Political Philosophy and American Politics at Claremont Graduate 

University, having a lot of fun in that program. I still keep in touch with several of my alum friends, and with 

Dave Horner and Doug Geivett. I am very grateful for the MA Phil Program at Biola. I urge MA Phil students 

to think outside the box with what you can do with your degree and training. The academic world is  always 

changing, stay ahead of the curve. Look outside American Universities. Lot's  of places  out there need help. 

Lucas Mather (’05)

Christopher  Barker  shares: After graduating from Talbot in December 2006, I accepted a full-time position as 

Professor of Philosophy & Religious Studies  with a college that is  contracted with the military.  I spent the next 

three years teaching over fifty individual courses, and traveling to more than thirty countries  in six continents.  

During that time, I married the love of my life, Manisha Barker (Patel), in May 2009.  Almost one year later, I 

accepted a full-time position as  Professor of Philosophy & Religious  Studies  at Arizona Western College.  We 

were fortunate to immediately expand our department by hiring another Talbot graduate, David Burris.  I was 

also able to help fill my previous  position with another Talbot graduate.  My wife and I have now made our 
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residence in Yuma, AZ, and we are grateful for all things.  Manisha will 

graduate from the University of Phoenix in November with her M.B.A, and 

is  presently teaching as  an adjunct faculty member for Arizona Western 

College.   I am also currently assisting in an effort to establish an Eastern 

Orthodox Christian Church in Yuma, AZ.  

This is a picture of me speaking during a recent debate on the ground zero 

mosque controversy, which was held at Arizona Western College in October, 

2010. Christopher Barker (’06)

Russell DiSilvestro tells  us: I am in my fifth year as  an assistant professor in the philosophy department at California 

State University-Sacramento.   I’m glad that my book came out this past July, and I enjoy my philosophical 

colleagues  at work, at church, and at home.  Heather continues  to be the brains  of our operation and does  the 

lion’s  share of home-schooling Hannah (11), Grace (9), Bethany (7), Joshua (4), and Mary (2).  We’re enjoying 

reading two trilogies: J.R.R. Tolkien’s, which we read with the kids, and James  Bryan Smith’s, which we read with 

a church group.  Russell DiSilvestro (’01)

Richard Park says: I am thankful to the Lord for my recent marriage to Mrs. Christine 

Kim Park in August of 2010 at the beautiful Covenant Presbyterian Church in Orange, 

Calif. A month later, Christine and I had relocated to Oxford, United Kingdom, to 

begin my DPhil course in theology. We are thankful for the academic training received 

as  well as  the friendships formed during the MA Phil program at Talbot. At Oxford I 

have already begun making connections  with the Oxford Center for Christian 

Apologetics, which is  operated by Ravi Zacharias  International Ministries, and I 

continue to work for Apologetics.com. Please feel free to contact me via email at 

richard.park@biola.edu  or keep up with me via online social network at 

Facebook.com/RichardSPark.  Richard Park (’07)

Tom Firnberg writes: I am still doing private practice adult psychiatry in Anaheim Hills, CA, 

but am wanting to go back to finish a doctorate in philosophy.  Will have to study up for the 

GRE, send out application, etc. 

   

But, I may first be moving to Colorado, so my immediate plans  are uncertain.   I will keep 

you a l l in for med.   You can a lways locate me nowadays  through my 

webpage, www.ThomasFirnbergMD.Com. Tom Firnberg (’08)
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Peter  Kanetis tells  us: I am currently teaching three philosophy classes--two at the College of DuPage (Glen Ellyn, 

IL), and one at Trinity (Deerfield, IL).  Peter Kanetis (’08)

 

Scott Waller writes: I am currently working as  Assistant Professor of Political Science at Biola University 

having started this fall. Scott Waller (’09)

Jon Nitta shares: I'm a 2000 graduate from the program. I'm still at EV. Free Fullerton 

in the college pastor's  position. I've been there since August 2001. Nothing formal to 

add to the education resume but I was  part of a two year intensive program for 

pastors in the area of spiritual formation led by the ISF staff. The college ministry is 

currently involved missionally with North Africa and the Middle East. Our desire is  to 

work in closed countries  to the gospel. Family is  doing well - Kay is  working part time 

at church in women's  ministry. Justin is  our high school senior who is  getting ready to 

head off to college next year. Christopher is a 7th grader at Heights  Christian in La 

Mirada.  

Jon Nitta (’00)

Aaron Mascaro says: I graduated Dec. 18th of last year and was  officially hired by Cornerstone Church in Long 

Beach on July 19th - 7 months  almost to the day. Before that, I experienced one frustrating disappointment after 

another. For instance, I thought I was  going to be hired by Mariners  Church, but they dropped the position. We 

had our baby in February and my wife got laid off from the Long Beach Rescue Mission during her maternity 

leave. Money was really tight by June. A few times  in the process  I held my baby son with tears  falling, praying, 

"God, I need to provide! And I want to serve you!"

Thankfully, God had great plans for us. I accepted the position of College and Young Adults Pastor, serving under 

Jerry Rueb, who is  on Biola's  board. And they are paying me much better than I expected (and maybe deserve!)! 

In fact, Jerry offered me the same amount that I wrote on the Mariner's  application - I never thought I'd receive 

that - plus solid benefits. It's allowing Gina to stay home with our son and work part-time - her dream.

But it's  all about the ministry. Cornerstone has  a unique opportunity. We rent half of our building out to 3 LB 

State departments  - a neat relationship. Jerry's  vision has  been to implement Christian-based classes  to be taught 

for credit in the biblical/religious  studies  department, i.e. ethics-based courses, historical Jesus, etc. Our desire is 

to see if LB State would allow the Christian worldview to have a seat at the academic table. I would help to 

oversee that. Other than that, I lead the college group and am aiming to get the young adults  ministry up and 

running within the next year.

By the way, last week was my first week on the job, Jerry was  out of town writing a book, so he asked me to 
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preach. I preached on 1 Kings  17 (Elijah and the widow). Title: University of Zarephath. Big Idea: Truly 

representing God mean total, absolute, and desperate dependence upon Him (pictured in Elijah crying out for 

God to revive the widow's  dead son). I thought it went well and felt esp. more relaxed in the second service - 

thanks to Drs. Edwards and Sunukjian for putting us through the ringer! ; )

All this  to say, I feel so prepared to venture into this  ministry because of what God did in me and what he taught 

me through you men from 2006-2009. Please accept my deepest thanks  and thanks  for reading. Aaron Mascaro 

(’09)

James Joiner  shares: I have been appointed as  a visiting scholar with the department of philosophy at Northern 

Arizona University (NAU), a division I research institution located in Flagstaff, AZ.  As  part of the appointment, I 

will conduct dissertation research, participate in departmental colloquia, and teach courses  in philosophy for the 

university. 

In addition to my work at NAU, this  fall I will be giving guest lectures  at Trinity International University 

(Deerfield, IL), am presenting a paper at the national meeting for the Evangelical Philosophical Society, and am 

working on a chapter for a forthcoming book on the German enlightenment philosopher Immanuel Kant.    

James Joiner (’04)

Mark Stepp  tells  us: Cecilia and I just recently celebrated 5 years  of marriage together. We miss  Talbot and all of 

our beloved philosophy professors.

In other news, Cecilia finished her third year at USC.   She is  planning to take her area exam some time this  Fall 

and hopes  to qualify for her dissertation in December or May.   USC has  been very challenging for her.   I thank 

God that she has found a good advisor in Scott Soames.  They seem to be working well together.   

 

I am enjoying the work of shepherding students  at Oceanside Christian Fellowship(OCF).   I started working at 

OCF as  their youth pastor about two and half years  ago.   Joe Hellerman has been my mentor since the day I 

started working at OCF.   He has  been instrumental in guiding me through my infant years  of ministry.   I am so 

thankful for the health of  our church and the relational model that characterizes OCF. Mark Stepp (’07)

Austin Hill  shares: I was recently asked to do a "blog debate," of sorts, at CNN.Com. I was  "debating" 

the  Rev. Jim Wallis, a liberal, Protestant clergyman, known for his  ardent support of "big government"  

– if he is  not an advocate for some form of "socialism," then, at the very least, he's a proponent of 

"economic redistribution" and "tax the rich" ideas.

Since  the fallout of President Obama's friendship with the "Reverend Jeremiah Wright" in Chicago, 
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Rev. Wallis has often been described as one of President Obama's    "spiritual advisors." Rev. Wallis' 

editorial appears at: http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2010/06/04/my-take-the-market-has-become-god/

 

My response to Mr. Wallis  is  HERE: http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2010/06/04/my-take-the-markets-

not-god-but-it-is-virtuous/ Austin Hill (’99)

Todd Niley says: My wife, Julia, and I are currently living in Delaware, Ohio 

where she is  teaching at a local elementary school and I am working as  an 

Assistant Pastor at a Vineyard church nearby. We just had our first child in late 

December 2009. Her name is  Ansley Kate and she is  keeping us on our toes! 

We miss  Talbot and all of our friends  in the La Mirada area. We hope to visit 

in the near future. Todd Niley (’07)

Thaddeus Williams tells  us: I'm wrapping up my PhD at Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam with my dissertation, 

'Love, Freedom, and Evil: A Philosophical and Theological Analysis  of the Free Will Defense' only about 15 or so 

pages  from completion. Vrije Universiteit invited me to debate a Muslim scholar on the topic of 'The Reign of 

God and Human Responsibility' at the upcoming Christian-Muslim dialogue conference in November hosted by 

VU (www.islamchristiandialogue.org), with published volumes in English (Rodopi Press) and Arabic to follow. My 

original debate partner on the program was  the Chair of Muslim Theology from University of Mecca, who also 

happened to be the former king of Saudi Arabia's  son. But for one reason or another, he backed out and I'm now 

debating Akka N’mari, professor of fiqh and philosophy, Department of Islamic Studies, University Hassan II, 

Casablanca (I don't mind the switch too much, given the former royal family's  propensity for declaring fatwas  ;-) ). 

In the mean time I've been teaching 20-30 somethings  at a local church (Terra Nova in Lake Forest), teaching 

Bible as  Lit. and History of Atheism at Saddleback College, and teaching 100 students  with the Good Life 

Philosophy Academy I launched last year in Orange County with my wife, Jocelyn. She and I are happily 

expecting our second little girl (September 29th!) Thaddeus Williams (’05)

Justin Capes notes: After graduating from the philosophy program at Talbot in 2004, I spent a blessed two 

years  teaching as an adjunct philosophy instructor at Biola. It was great teaching experience, and I had a 

wonderful time teaching, learning and fellowship with the bright undergraduates  at Biola. I have since 

moved to Tallahassee, Florida where I am working on my Ph.D. in philosophy at Florida State 

University. I am currently beginning work on my dissertation, the focus of which is  on the freedom 

condition for moral responsibility. Eventually, I hope to apply my work on this topic to some philosphical 

problems related to the doctrine of orginal sin. I'm also excited to report that I recently got notice of my 

first professional publication, entitled the "W-Defense," which will come out sometime this year in the 

journal "Philosophical Studies."   Justin Capes (’04)
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Sudhakar and Santhi Mondithoka share: The two VOM-Canada Conferences in Toronto and Edmonton, 

where I spoke on “Persecution in India” and “Biblical Theology of Persecution and Discipleship” and 

handled questions in Q&A sessions (on 20th and 27th March 2010 respectively), were attended by 200 

people each, and the Lord blessed the ministry greatly. Then on 21st and 28th I spoke in two services of 

two Churches  (City Center Baptist Church, Toronto and North Gate Baptist Church, Edmonton 

respectively) on “Theology of Persecution and 

Discipleship from Matthews Gospel” and 

“Theology of Persecution and Discipleship from 

the Book of Acts” in the respective services. It 

was  a blessing to see many responding to the 

truth very positively. Lot of them met me 

personally and thanked for the ministry of the 

Word and told me that the Western World needs 

such teaching and it hardly gets it. In Vancouver, 

I spoke in the Good Friday-Easter Service of the 

TCF (Telugu Christian Fellowship) and around 

10 people responded to the gospel and committed 

their lives to the Lord.

In California also it has been a tremendous blessing from the Lord to minister and see people being 

touched by the truth of God's  Word and people turning to the Lord. On Saturday, the 3rd of April 

2010, I spoke to around 175 people – mostly software and other professionals  of the TCF (Telugu 

Christian Fellowship, San Jose). Then on the 4th I spoke in the Easter Service and an Easter Out-Reach 

Program at CCI (Christ Church of India, San Jose) with over 200 in attendance in each. On Sunday 

evening I spoke in the Easter Sunday Service of Christian Telugu Church, Fremont and in all those 

services  I had the joy of seeing people responding to the invitation and committing their lives to the 

Lord (about 30 in all) and committing themselves to the task of witnessing. Praise be to the Lord alone. I 

am so grateful to the Lord for all these open doors and all this fruit. This is  all His doing and I am just 

His servant and instrument.

Santhi spoke to over 300 students  of Osmania University, Hyderabad in a Good Friday Meeting (3rd of 

April) and over 10 people responded to the invitation.    Sudhakar and Santhi Mondithoka (’01)
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Mihretu Guta tells us: Wow! Four and half years 

have elapsed, since I came to Biola. I got so 

much from my studies  both at Talbot and at the 

School of Arts and Sciences. Moreover, I 

immensely enjoyed coordinating Christian 

Apologetics for the undergraduate students. It 

was  so much fun teaching informal classes  on 

Apologetics and presenting a number of public 

lectures  in the area of philosophy, apologetics, applied ethics, science and religion. I have also had a 

privilege of launching the new website for the Apologia Ministry. The website can be accessed 

@: http://studentlife.biola.edu/spiritual-development/spiritual-life/apologetics/.

 

I continued contributing philosophical articles  to one of the largest Christian magazines in my home 

country Ethiopia. My third article was recently published entitled, “Jesus in the Gospels” in which I 

argued how Jesus models the life of the mind. I also responded to objections  raised on my previous 

articles. I recently submitted a letter (for the second time) critiquing two articles published in the Journal 

of  the American Scientific Affiliation.

 

Last summer, I made a trip to my home country, Ethiopia. During my time there, I taught a class on 

Philosophical and Biblical Ethics at the Evangelical Theological College (ETC) Addis  Ababa. I 

presented a paper entitled, “A Libertarian Account of Control over Agent’s  Free Action.” It was  well 

attended and received by university and college students. I spoke for three days  in my denomination 

(with members more than 7 million) headquarters on the topic entitled, “The Influence of Materialism 

and the Future of  the Church in Ethiopia.”

 

I look forward to finishing my second 

Masters in Science and Religion in 

December 2010. Then, I will be 

moving with my family to England to 

pursue my Ph.D. in philosophy at 

Durham University. Please pray for the 

logistics to come together.    

Mihretu Guta (’09) 
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MA Philosophy Communication Form
Please Let us Know How We Can Better Serve You

Mail to:
Talbot Department of Philosophy
13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90639

Name: ________________________    Email: ___________________________    Phone: ________________

Address: ________________________________        City, State, ZIP:_________________________________

  ❑ I will commit to praying for the MA Phil Program. Please regularly send me a list of  prayer requests.

  ❑ I would like to give financially to the MA Phil Program. Enclosed is my check made to Biola for $_________.
  ❑ Effective on _______________, my contact information changes to the following:

  ❑ I will be using EFT (automatic debit) to donate to the MA Phil Program (see instructions above).

✁

 We hope you’re enjoying our current edition of With All Your Mind.  It’s  very important to us  to keep you well 

informed about what the MA Phil. program is  up to.  God continues  to use all of us  for His  Kingdom impact 

around the world, and we are privileged to play a part in equipping students  to make a difference in the university, 

community colleges, high schools, parachurch organizations and local churches where they are involved.  

 We are very grateful for your support and partnership with us  in this.  Our students have more financial needs 

than we can provide, but your giving helps  us  make a pretty good dent in what they need.  I just spoke to one of 

our students  who may have to leave the program due to financial needs – and I would love to provide her enough 

financial aid for her to stay.  Your giving makes it possible for us to provide for such needs.  We are dependent on 

your support to maintain our level of influence in the various  places  we have opportunities.  If you are not already 

giving to the program, would you consider being a financial partner with us?  We need roughly $30,000/year to 

provide minimally for what the faculty and students  need to maintain the level of influence that has been the norm 

for us.  We have about half  of  that in consistent giving, and need roughly 50 people to regularly give $25/month.  

 Would you consider being one of those 50 people who will enable us to keep doing what we’re called to do? 

We make it easy by offering the ability to automatically debit an account you choose. You can visit http://

giving.biola.edu/giving-ideas/giving-by-electronic-funds-transfer-eft/ for more information.  You can also send 

your one-time check or monthly donations directly to our department.  Details are included on the form below.

	 Thanks so much for your ongoing partnership with us.

Serving the Kingdom together,

Scott B. Rae

Department Chair

Ministry Partnership
	 	 	 	 	 	 by Dr. Scott Rae
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