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Communicating the Reality of God’s World: 
An Interview with Greg Koukl

by Evan C. Rosa

President, Talbot Philosophical Society

Greg Koukl, president of 

Stand To Reason, a non-profit 

a p o l o g e t i c s  o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

graduated with high honors  from 

the MA Philosophy of Religion 

and Ethics in 2006. For 20 years 

he has  hosted his  own radio show, 

helping callers  and listeners  to 

better understand Christianity. A 

central theme of Greg's  speaking 

and writing is  that Christianity 

can compete in the marketplace 

of ideas when it's  properly 

u n d e r s t o o d a n d p r o p e r l y 

articulated.  Greg graciously 

offered his time to think about the 

impact of his Talbot degree on 

his  current work and discuss  what 

he sees  as  the most important 

i s s u e s  i n c o n t e m p o r a r y 

apologetics  and the calling to a 

life of  scholarship.

As an undergraduate 

student, your work meant a 

lot to me, along with the 

work Talbot professors were 

producing. So, thank you! 

What is your take on the last 

5 0 y e a r s o f C h r i s t i a n 

philosophy and apologetics 

and being a part of  that?

The first wave were the guys 

l i k e G e i s l e r , S c h a f f e r , 

Montgomery, Martin; they laid 

the foundation for the second 

wave—guys  like me and J.P. 

Moreland and William Lane 

Craig, who are working now and 

influencing what I call ‘the third 

wave’, a generation of believers 

gathering in local communities, 

who care about communicating 

Christianity in a winsome, 

compelling way. In this  way, the 

work has  been multiplied over the 

years, and that’s  very encouraging 

to be a part of.

What areas of philosophy 

are the most important to 

you—what topics give you the 

most pleasure to think 

about?

Christianity is  a picture of 

reality—it tells  us  what the world 

is  like. And whether we come to 
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know by general revelation or 

special revelation, we need to 

think carefully to get it right and 

learn more about God’s  world. 

And God has  given us  reason to 

be able to I have a much better 

chance of getting reality right 

when I have the too l s  o f 

philosophy to help me. And if 

apologetics  is  broadly, defending 

the Chr i s t ian worldv iew—

defending the worldview that 

Jesus  himself had—then there is 

no distinction between 

a p o l o g e t i c s  a n d 

philosophy. And the tools 

that my training at 

Talbot provided, have 

allowed me to traffic so 

much better in my work 

as an apologist. 

At some point in our 

work, we end up confronting 

d i f fi c u l t i s s u e s i n o u r 

scholarly endeavors. What 

classes or topics from your 

time at Talbot has made a 

lasting impact on your work?

I was  especially helped by 

J.P.’s Philosophy of Mind—it’s  a 

significant area where Christianity 

is  under attack (e.g., the mind/

body problem and whether there 

is  a soul)—what I learned in that 

class  was absolutely critical for me 

to be able to maneuver so 

comfortably in the field of 

apologetics. I’m not threatened by 

the challenge of physicalism at 

all. If we’re not dual substances, 

then the whole question of 

personhood hinges  on function 

and physical descriptions  of 

functionality and that runs  into all 

sorts of mischief if people run in 

that direction.

Philosophy of religion and 

courses  in ethics  were also of 

tremendous help to bring things 

into focus for me. When people 

raise the question of the problem 

of evil and the objectivity of 

mora l i ty, they o f ten don’t 

understand the core of the issues. 

But my training has  allowed me 

to see the problems  and the 

crucial concerns  more clearly. 

When folks  raise questions  on the 

radio, it’s  often clear by the way 

they’ve raised it that they haven’t 

thought through the problem; I’m 

then able to ask the right 

questions  that will help them to 

understand the problem better. If 

the issues  weren’t in focus  for me, 

I just wouldn’t know the questions 

to ask that might help the issues 

come into focus for others.

What is the most difficult 

problem in apologetics?

The problem of evil is  no 

problem unless  there’s  real evil, 

and so the problem trades  on 

whether there is  objective evil, 

which trades  on the existence of a 

transcendent, objective standard 

of good, and this  becomes an 

argument for the existence of 

God. The rejoinder is usually 

some form of an evolutionary 

perspective. So diving 

down and trying to 

explain the grounding 

problem of grounding 

morality is necessary, but 

it’s such an esoteric 

question, that it’s  often 

difficult to help people to come 

a long and under s tand the 

p r o b l e m . I ’ m a l w a y s 

experimenting with different ways 

to make this  point in a way that 

people can understand.

I’ve read that C.S. Lewis 

thought of his work as a 

translator of difficult issues 

f o r p e o p l e wh o wo u l d 

otherwise be unable to 

approach the topic on their 

own.

That’s  the very word that we 

use to describe ourselves. We’ve 

taken the difficult problems  that 

the Talbot professors  are working 
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You’re still obliged to be the person 

that God has gifted you to be—

expressing your unique capabilities—

on behalf of the kingdom, no matter 

where you are, no matter what you do.
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on, and we try to put handles  on 

that, so that people can work on it 

themselves. We try to come up 

with new ways to describe the 

p r o b l e m s — i l l u s t r a t i o n s , 

characterizations, and different 

ways  of talking about it—to make 

the ideas  more accessible to the 

rank and file and help them to 

grasp these quest ions. For 

instance, I’ve used the phrase, 

“You can’t weigh a chicken with a 

yardstick” to describe the 

problem of science and 

the existence of God. 

Science isn’t designed to 

m e a s u r e i m m a t e r i a l 

things. Yardsticks  can’t 

measure the weight of a 

chicken, but that doesn’t 

mean the chicken doesn’t 

have weight. You have to 

use the right conceptual 

tools.

A lot of students at Talbot 

are concerned with their 

professional lives after their 

graduate work. What do you 

think about the philosopher’s 

vocation and how should the 

C h r i s t i a n p h i l o s o p h e r 

understand his or her own 

calling?

First, there’s  a distinction 

between calling and profession. 

Your calling as  a Christian is 

fixed. And it doesn’t matter how 

you pay the rent; you’re still 

obliged to be the person that God 

has  gifted you to be—expressing 

your unique capabilities—on 

behalf of the kingdom, no matter 

where you are, no matter what 

you do. The notion of a specific 

min i s t r y ca l l ing has been 

amplified in evangelical culture, 

but the better approach to me is 

to consider one’s  natural abilities 

and giftings  and applying them in 

a way that will allow me to 

specialize on these abilities  and 

provide a particular gift to the 

kingdom of God. Bloom where 

you’re planted. I practice this  in 

my own life and encourage others 

to do the same.

To know more about your 

calling, you need to look at your 

gifts, your capabilities, and your 

situation in life, and then ask, 

“How can I, as  a good steward, 

employ that which God has given 

me in these three areas, and make 

a difference for the Kingdom.” If 

you can make a living doing that, 

all the better. But that’s a separate 

issue.

W h a t a r e t h e k e y 

philosophical and apologetic 

issues for the 21st century 

that we need people in the 

“third wave” of Christian 

thought to address? 

When we started STR 18 

years  ago, there was a shallowness 

a n d s h r i l l n e s s  t o 

Christianity. Addressing 

these things is  what led to 

us  creating the ambassador 

motif. It’s  hard to tell all 

the issues  that will be 

pressing in the next ten to 

twenty years. Islam is  a no-

brainer. But it’s  funny that 

the post-modern thing is 

fading rather fast. What 

seems  to have durability, though, 

is  Enlightenment materialism. 

Postmoderns  have a contrary 

voice, but it seems  on the wane, 

while the materialist perspective is 

still powerful.

My biggest concern is  not 

actually in the area of apologetics. 

If apologetics  is  defending the 

faith, then there needs  to be a 

faith to defend! And there’s  no 

need to come up with more clever 

or fancy answers  to the questions 

than we already have. What I see 
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is  people fading with regard to the 

basics. One of the big ones is 

C h r i s t i a n p a r t i c u l a r i s m —

pluralism and inclusivism are 

gobbling up the scenery here. 

What is  surprising is  how easily 

Christians  are folding under this 

pressure, just to appear tolerant 

and kinder and gentler. But in so 

doing, we are removing the 

stumbling block of the cross. And 

when we do that, we have nothing 

to say. So my concern is  with the 

future of orthodoxy and standing 

firm—and this  is  a crisis  of 

theology. Jesus  is  the only way 

because he’s  the only one to have 

solved the problem. But this 

implies  that you know what the 

problem is, and the conviction 

that this  is  a problem for all of 

humanity. So, a biblical theology 

and anthropology must be in 

place before you can come up 

with a biblical soteriology. A more 

congenial and conversational 

engagement with non-believers, 

but without a compromise or 

apology or embarrassment about 

the facts  of our faith. if we 

communicate clearly, graciously, 

and persuasively, we’ve done our 

job. Whether or not they are 

changed is God’s problem.

Any final admonishments 

or advice?

When I was  a Talbot student, 

I was  never cowed by the 

professors. I was  respectful of 

them, but I was relentless with my 

questions. Learn what you can 

while you’re at Talbot. And once 

you’re graduated and moving on, 

you pay it forward. 
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	 This year the TPS presented an annual Fall Conference open only to 

Biola and Talbot students. TPS president Evan Rosa thought this  conference 

would be an excellent arena for student presenters  to read their work and 

receive valuable feedback from a commentator and the audience, thus  getting 

the professional experience that students  need in order to grow in their 

philosophical skill. Thus, TPS sent out the call for paper submissions  for its 

first ever Fall Conference on November 12th.

 Three students  presented papers  on the topics  of Plantinga’s  reformed 

epistemology, David Lewis’ account of modality, and epistemic peer 

disagreement. The conference was  highlighted by keynote speaker, Dr. Oliver 

Crisp from Fuller Theological Seminary. He presented a provocative paper 

representative of his  prolific work in historical and analytic theology, titled, 

“Was  Anselm a Panentheist?” The paper incited a great deal of interest and 

discussion, as  it delved so deeply into interpretation of St. Anselm’s  perfect being theology, as  well as  drawing out 

the implications  of God’s aseity and creative utterance by the Word. Many thanks to Dr. Crisp for sharing his 

work and time with the Talbot community!

	 Around 45 people attended the conference over the course of the day-long event, afterwards  gathering at 

the Philosophy House for fellowship and relaxing conversation. Seeing the success  of the first (and hopefully, 

annual) fall conference makes TPS excited for future events!

Annual Fall Conference
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Outside the Womb: Moral Guidance for Assisted Reproduction

By: Dr. Scott Rae

The use of assisted reproductive technologies  (ART) is rising, and not 

just among the wealthy and the weird. Media accounts of unnatural 

multiples (think Nadya Suleman) and aging celebrities having children 

(Cheryl Tiegs, twins at age 52; Jane Seymour, twins at age 45; Joan Lunden, 

two sets of twins through a surrogate at age 52 and 54) represent the 

exceptions, not the norm. The most common user of reproductive 

technologies today may be an average American couple or single woman 

unable to have children naturally.

According to the American Society for Reproductive Medicine, 

Americans  use in-vitro fertilization (IVF) at a rate of 236 per 100,000 -- for 

a total of more than 70,000 nationwide. And that's  just IVF; many other 

means of assisted reproduction are increasingly available. As  Americans continue to delay child-bearing, 

and as the availability of fertility treatments rises, we can expect more and more Christian couples to 

make use of reproductive technologies. But how ethical are such treatments? What key issues  should 

couples  wrestle with before using any type of assisted procreation? These are the kinds of questions 

medical ethicist Scott Rae and Dr. Joy Riley seek to answer in Outside the Womb.The authors don't 

condemn ART, but they do call Christians  to give careful thought to what God intended for the family 

and to the ethical issues involved in various  fertility treatments. Readers of the book will be better 

equipped to think morally and biblically about ART, both as  a social issue and as  a personal issue that 

affects their own friends, church members, and families.

Mind Your Faith

By: Dr. David Horner

The university world can be a confusing place, filled with many competing 

worldviews and perspectives. Beliefs and values are challenged at every 

turn. But Christians  need not slip into the morass of easy relativism. David 

Horner restores  sanity to the collegiate experience with this guide to 

thinking and flourishing as a Christian. Carefully exploring how ideas work, 

he gives  you essential tools  for thinking contextually, thinking logically and 

thinking worldviewishly. Here Horner meets  you where faith and reason 

intersect and explores how to handle doubts, with an eye toward not just 

thinking clearly but also living faithfully. This is  the book every college 

freshman needs to read. Don't leave home without it.

Faculty Publications

!
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Business for the Common Good: A Christian Vision for the 

Marketplace

By: Dr. Scott Rae

Is  business  just a way to make money? Or can the marketplace a venue for service 

to others? Scott B. Rae and Kenman L. Wong seek to explore this  and other 

critical business  issues  from a uniquely Christian perspective, offering up a vision 

for work and service that is  theologically grounded and practically oriented. 

Among the specific questions they address along the way are these: 

What implications  does  the Christian story have for the vision, mission or sense of 

purpose that shapes business engagement?

What parts  of business  can be affirmed and practiced "as  is" and what parts  need 

to be rejected or transformed? 

What challenges  exist as attempts  are made to live out Christian ideals  in a broken world characterized by 

tight margins, fierce competition and short-term investor pressures? 

How do Christian values  inform specific functional areas of business  such as  the management of people, 

marketing and environmental sustainability? 

Business  can be even more than an environment through which individual Christians  grow in Christlikeness. 

In this book you'll discover how it can also be a means toward serving the common good.

Doing Philosophy as a Christian

By: Dr. Garrett DeWeese

What does  it mean to be called to the profession of philosophy? What 

does  it mean for the Christian in particular? And how should those called to 

the profession engage their tasks? Noting that philosophy literally is  "the love 

of wisdom," Garrett J. DeWeese begins with a discussion of wisdom from 

the Old and New Testaments  before addressing the often misunderstood 

relation between faith and reason. DeWeese then elucidates the 

fundamental questions of metaphysics, epistemology, ethics and aesthetics, 

philosophy of mind and philosophy of science, finally making a case for the 

integration of  philosophy and Christian spiritual formation.

Faculty Publications

!
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Dr. William Lane Craig
 Research Professor of Philosophy

November: I contributed to various  discussions  at ETS-EPS (“A Molinist Account of 

Providence: A Second Look,” comments  on Baggett and Walls’ Good God  book, “Why are 

(Some) Platonists  so Insouciant?”) along with planning and speaking (“Has  Stephen Hawking 

Eliminated the Need for a Creator?”) at the EPS annual apologetics conference (epsapologetics.com).

 October: The fruitful UK Reasonable Faith tour: read about all of the wonderful debate and lectures 

opportunities in our newsletter:

 http://www.reasonablefaith.org/site/PageServer?pagename=adventures_in_anglia

 September: Two new Reasonable Faith products  released: The Defense Never Rests (developed by Joseph 

Tang) and the DVD companion to On Guard  (developed by Bobby Conway). Both are intended to support 

“budding apologists.”

 August: Spoke to incoming M.A. philosophy and ethics  students  at Talbot, addressed a Christian faculty 

group at Cal Poly Pomona, did a two-day apologetics  conference in Ventura, and addressed Biola students  and 

constituency on the topic of  “Abstract Objects and the Johannine Logos.”

My main research and writing focus  continues  to be on the topic, God and abstract objects. Please see the 

Winter 2011 issue of Philosophia Christi for a worthwhile discussion on this topic (epsociety.org)

  Dr. David Horner
 Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Philosophy

Dr. Horner's  book, Mind Your Faith: A Student's  Guide to Thinking and Living Well (IVP 

Academic) was  released in August    (http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/

code=3932), and sales  are brisk – he expects  to be a guest on Oprah any day. (He’s been too 

busy reading his  book to find out whether Oprah has  a program any more.) Oprah or not, Dave felt very honored 

by a Biola University apologetics  event on November 8 that featured Mind Your Faith, with comments  by 

esteemed colleagues  and friends, Craig Hazen, Jon Nitta, Greg Koukl, Sean McDowell, and Philip Ryken. He has 

also appeared on several radio programs and podcasts this fall relating to the book.

On November 17, Dave gave a paper at the Evangelical Theological Society Annual Meeting, in the Christian 

Ethics track: “Too Good Not to be True: A Call to Moral Apologetics.” Perhaps nearly too good (or too bad) to be 

true, he was also elected to the executive committee of  the Evangelical Philosophical Society.

In August, he preached on “A Faith That Refuses” at First Evangelical Free Church, Fullerton, CA (http://

www.evfreefullerton.com/worship/sermon_sanctuary.html), and spoke on “Keeping the Sabbath or Losing my 

Sanity: Recollections  of a Desperate Sabbatarian” at the Biola Faculty Conference at Indian Wells, CA. (Do not 

confuse the titles of  these talks with “Losing My Faith” or “Refusing My Sanity.”

http://epsociety.org/
http://www.epsapologetics.com/
http://www.epsapologetics.com/
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/site/PageServer?pagename=adventures_in_anglia
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/site/PageServer?pagename=adventures_in_anglia
http://epsociety.org/
http://epsociety.org/
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.evfreefullerton.com/worship/sermon_sanctuary.html
http://www.evfreefullerton.com/worship/sermon_sanctuary.html
http://www.evfreefullerton.com/worship/sermon_sanctuary.html
http://www.evfreefullerton.com/worship/sermon_sanctuary.html
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Dr. J.P. Moreland
 Distinguished Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I have spoken around twenty times in the last six months at various conferences around the 

country. One of  them was a presentation to congressional staffers:  "Christianity and the Nature of 

the State,” delivered at the Institute of  Faith and Law, Rayburn House Building, Washington D. 

C., October 7, 2011 I continue to co-edit chapters for a forthcoming volume Dialogs on Christian Theism (Oxford 

University Press, forthcoming, 2012), and I have had four articles accepted for publication (three just came out):  

“Substance Dualism and the Argument from Self-Awareness,” Philosophia Christi 13:1 (Summer 2011); 

“Exemplification and Constituent Realism:  A Clarification and Modest Defense,” Axiomathes (May 2011); “Oppy 

on the Argument from Consciousness:  A Rejoinder,” European Journal for Philosophy of  Religion 3:1 (Spring 

2011):  213-26; “Oppy on the Argument from Consciousness,” (forthcoming, Faith and Philosophy).

 Dr. Timothy Pickavance
 Associate Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

First things  first: Gretchen Louise Pickavance was  born on July 19th, so we are now a family of 

four! Lyle is  having a grand time as  a big brother, and Jamie and I are (almost!) adjusted to 

being parents  of two little ones. On the professional front, "Skeptics Can Win (But Almost Never Will)" will be 

published in the November issue of  Philosophical Papers, and Rob Koons and I have finished a draft 

of Metaphysics: The Fundamentals, so the editorial process  is  now in its  early stages. We hope it is  out sometime 

next year. I've been on sabbatical this  Fall, and besides  working on the aforementioned projects, I've written two 

other papers: "A Dilemma for Methodism" ("methodism" the epistemological methodology, not the Protestant 

denomination!) and "Yes! Bare Particulars!". By Christmas, I hope to have drafted two more papers, one on 

religious  disagreement for a conference I'll be going to next April, and one final paper mined from my 

dissertation, about the distinction between universals and particulars.

  Dr. Doug Geivett
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Doug has  been writing about theism and film, the problem of evil in Augustinian thought, the 

nature and necessity of divine revelation, and Clint Eastwood and the problem of divine 

hiddenness  for chapters  in forthcoming edited books. In October, he spoke in Fairbanks, Alaska 

for Bethel Church, giving a talking on "Evidence for the Resurrection" at the church and a public talk on 

"Answering the Atheist: A Response to Richard Dawkins." He also debated Professor Eduardo Wilner, chair of 

the philosophy department at the University of Alaska, on the question of God's  existence. In November, he co-

presented, with Mike Austin, a paper on "A New Moral Argument for Theism" at the annual meeting of the 

Evangelical Philosophical Society (San Francisco, CA), and gave a talk on "Jesus  and Film" at the EPS conference 

on Christian apologetics  (Berkeley, CA). Doug is  currently working with publishers  on several new projects, and 

awaiting the release in January of his latest book, co-edited with Mike Austin, Being Good: Christian Virtues  for 

Everyday Life (Eerdmans).
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  Dr. Garry DeWeese
    Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Dr. DeWeese’s  book, Doing Philosophy as  a Christian (IVP Academic) was  released in August to 

good reviews.  He was  elected Vice President of the Evangelical Philosophical Society, where he is 

joined on the Executive Committee by Dr. Rae and Dr. Horner, along with Dr. Scott Smith 

(Talbot alumnus) and Dr. Craig Hazen, both with Biola’s  Christian Apologetics  program.  Two other nominees 

who were not elected to the Executive Committee were also Talbot alumni, a significant indication of the impact 

that our program is having on Christian philosophy. 

This fall, Dr. DeWeese has  spoken several times  in churches  in the area on apologetics  and the importance of 

the intellect to spiritual formation.  He is  also a founding member of Biola University’s  Creation Stewardship 

Committee.   In addition to regular department teaching, he and Dr. Moreland are co-teaching two cohorts 

(January and June) in the DMin track, “Engaging Mind and Culture.”  The eagerness  of pastors and others  in 

ministry to learn something of what we do in the MA program excites  both JP and Garry, as  they see the DMin 

students completing significant projects to bring careful, philosophically-informed thought into their ministries.

 Dr. Scott Rae
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics; Department Chair

Dr. Rae spent much of the fall in final preparations  for the release of the 3rd edition of his 

textbook in business  ethics—Beyond Integrity: A Judeo-Christian Approach to Business  Ethics, 

Zondervan, due out in February.  It is  essentially a new textbook—an anthology with roughly 75% of the readings 

being new.  Dr. Rae also had an article published in new Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics, edited by Joel Green, 

on “anthropological dualism,” published by Baker Academic.  

Dr. Rae had a very active involvement at this year’s  ETS/EPS conference, including being elected to the EPS 

board.  He presented two papers at panel sessions, one entitled “Educating for Virtue,” and the other entitled, 

“Business  Ethics  and Infertility Treatment.”  He also gave the Kern Foundation luncheon address  with Amy 

Sherman, entitled, “Why Pastors and Business People Need Each Other.”  

Dr. Rae also spoke at two local church series  in ethics, each for 4 weeks, at Rolling Hills  Covenant Church and 

the other at Hillside Church in Alta Loma, CA.  He continues  periodic consulting with 3 Southern California area 

hospitals, sitting on their ethics committees.  
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by Evan C. Rosa 

The Talbot Philosophical Society has had a busy semester. Besides  putting on Philosophy 

Bootcamp for the incoming students back in August, TPS gathered weekly from early 

September to late November, each week gathering together to hear a student presentation 

of one of their own papers, offering criticism and encouragement to help them develop 

their ideas. And together, we pulled off our first Fall Conference, featuring Talbot and 

Biola student papers and a keynote address  by Oliver Crisp. And be on the lookout for 

more information about our annual graduate student conference, set for April 28, 2012.

The TPS mission involves  a focus on professional development for students. But I'm becoming ever more aware, 

as  I seek this  development myself, of the need for wisdom in young scholarship. We need the guidance of faculty 

who care deeply for the virtues of intellect  and  character, and who understand their calling in professional 

philosophy and university education in light of Lordship and Friendship to Christ. And we are blessed to have 

such a faculty. But this  is  not enough: we must also understand our own, particular calling in this  way in order to 

ourselves  become good scholars. (Or, for those seeking a different career, simply to understand how philosophical 

study can inform and enhance their own vocation). I think TPS can be a forum for cultivating such a professional 

understanding – one in which we truly do have something to profess  – and this  is  the mindset we take for all our 

activities.

For more information about TPS, visit  www.talbot.edu/philosophy/tps.  And check out the TPS blog, for 

interviews with Talbot alumni and general philosophical ramblings: thebiconditionalblog.wordpress.com

by David Limbaugh 

Talbot Philosophical Society is  a community interested in vocational work in 

Philosophy.   Meeting weekly, we provide a venue for students  to flesh out 

ideas, present papers, and interact with contemporary issues  in the 

literature.    Our season commenced with 

Philosophy boot-camp providing a chance for 

new students  to find a place in our ecosystem, 

and an opportunity for seasoned students  to flex their area of interests  in a colloquium 

setting.   Many students  used our weekly meetings  to get feedback on writing samples 

for Ph.D. applications, while others  shared papers they found particularly 

interesting.   We even had a roundtable discussion focused on how to become a better 

writer.  TPS continues  to seek to provide an infrastructure for students  to do philosophy 

in a Christ centered way with discipleship in mind.
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This year at Boot Camp in August of 2011, the current students presented papers  for the new students.  This  gave 

them a good overview of what it is  like to “do philosophy” which is something they will continue in their years 

here and beyond.  Questions and discussion were encouraged.
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At the Dessert Reception the night before classes  began, students, faculty, staff, and alumni had wonderful 

fellowship with one another.   We also had the opportunity to celebrate Dr. William Lane Craig’s birthday with 

him.

NEWSLETTER OF TALBOT’S MA PHILOSOPHY PROGRAM	
 PAGE 12

Dessert Reception



FALLWITH ALL YOUR MIND	 Fall 2011

Mihretu P. Guta says: Since last April, I have been enjoying 

my PhD studies  here at Durham University in the UK. 

Everything is  going so well. I am making good progress. I’ve 

passed my first PhD progress  evaluation with a remark of 

“Excellent Progress.” This  semester, I am teaching 

“Knowledge and Reality” at the Department of Philosophy at 

Durham University. I published an article in the Philosophia 

Christi Journal entitled “Frank Jackson’s  Location Problem and 

Argument from the Self ”. Other publications  are in the 

pipeline. I was  recently invited to visit Oxford University’s 

Christian Apologetics  Center to spend the day with the staff and 

faculty members. I had a good time. 

My family joined me last August. My wife, Angie, has  begun her PhD studies  at Newcastle University in 

September. She is  making good progress as  well. Our son Pete is attending a very good preschool. We thank God 

for an excellent church that we are part of here in the UK. All of us  are involved in different church activities  and 

the Lord has blessed us with so many godly people. 

Prayer Requests:

• We thank God that we were able to scrape together enough to just cover Angie’s first year of  tuition.

• Please continue to pray for financial resources  to cover the tuition for the remainder of Angie’s  PhD 

program. 

• We are still praying about going back to Ethiopia as missionaries once we finish our Ph.D. programs.  

• Please pray that we will balance our time to keep our priorities  on the Lord, our relationship, our family and 

our friends.  We continue to seek guidance as parents to Pete. Mihretu P. Guta (’09)

Sudhakar Mondithokas shares: Both Santhi and I are now in Ph. D programs. I am a Part-time research student at 

OCMS (Oxford Center for Mission Studies).It has  been a busy time with some ministry in Canada (two trips) and 

a lot of learning in the areas  of research methodology, research skills, writing skills, and tools needed for research 

like some internet based resources, software, getting to know the Oxford University library system with 100 

libraries, etc. 

It has  been challenging to return to an academic mode - serious  study and research after 10 years  of being 

deeply involved in the ministry (since we left Talbot School of Theology, Biola University in 2001). But the Lord 

has been graciously helping and I am trying to work as hard as I am able. 

Santhi had been in Bangalore on her Ph. D work (SAIACS-Mysore University). She is  also a Part-time 

research student based at South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Studies). Our son Shamuel (who was  born 

in California) is in class VI. 

An Update for the Months of  September, October, and November: 

I was in Ottawa, the capital city of Canada from the 22nd to the 30th of September. I had some key meetings 
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- 1) the VOM-Canada 40th Anniversary Conference 

Saturday, the 24th – it went well and all the participants 

appreciated the ministry and many of them shared that 

they never looked at discipleship in the way I presented it 

2) a 2-day teaching Seminar on ‘a biblical theology of 

persecution and discipleship’ for pastors  and leaders on 

27th & 28th - we had 22 people and the four sessions 

each day went well by God's  grace. One Professor took 

me out for dinner on the 2nd day and asked a number of 

questions  and sought clarifications/answers  and was 

highly appreciative of what I taught 3) two different 

meetings with the MPs, on Monday, the 26th - this  went 

well as  well (I spoke just for 10 mts and then interacted with them for some time) and Thursday, the 29th - 20 of 

them had confirmed their participation, but only 15 turned up for this  breakfast meeting in the House of 

Commons on Parliament Hill and I spoke just for 20 minutes  on "Persecution, Human Rights, and Religious 

Liberty in India" and then interacted with them for some time as  they asked some questions  and 4) I did an 

interview with the editor of a News  Paper (Mags  Storey of the Christian Week) also – it has  already been 

published. I also did a talk followed by a Q&A session at the Laurentian Leadership Center of the Trinity 

Western University on the 30th.  

I came to OCMS from Ottawa to attend my Research Induction School from the 3rd of October (part of my 

part-time Ph. D program). The Research Induction School that I finished (end of October) had 10 scholars  from 

different countries. It was  wonderful to study, learn, research, and grow in knowledge and understanding. I am 

thankful to God for this provision. 

I was  back in Canada (Toronto) for a week (17-22 October) to speak at the Annual General Assembly of the 

ICA (International Christian Association), the association of all the ministries  in different parts  of the world that 

work for and with the Persecuted Church. I did two devotions  and a plenary session. The Lord really blessed the 

ministry there and many of  them (all leaders from the different nations) thanked and appreciated the ministry. 

I return to Oxford on the 23rd of October and had gone through the rest of the Research Induction School and 

also just finished 4 weeks of searching for resources  and surveying and reviewing of literature related to the field 

that I am interested in (Islam and Science: An Evaluation of The Way Some Muslims  Are Using Modern Science 

in Defending their Belief that the Qur’an is  Supernatural). I will continue this  work and hopefully I will be able to 

zero in on some specific research problem/question and move forward.

Santhi, has  had some speaking also to do during the weekends. 6-8 October she spoke at the EMFI 

(Evangelical Medical Fellowship of India) conference with OVER 250 medical students  and doctors  in 

attendance. She covered some Christian Doctrines  like God, Man, Sin, and Salvation. On the 10th she spoke in 

the Women’s  Sunday Service at Emmaus  Lutheran Church with over 350 people in attendance. On the 16th she 

taught Integrative Theology at the Equippers’ Program of UESI-AP. On the 21-23 October, she spoke at the 
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ENFI (Evangelical Nurses  Fellowship of India) discipleship training program in Hyderabad (about 75 nursing 

students  and nurses  attended). The Lord blessed her ministry in these two conferences  greatly and also at a 

Church (Emmaus Lutheran Church) on the last Sunday of  October (30th).

On the 4th of November, Santhi spoke in a Women's  Retreat in Ongole and on the 20th she spoke to about 

200 students  and graduates/professionals  of the twin-cities EU-EGF (Evangelical Union-Evangelical Graduates’ 

Fellowship) in their quarterly combined gathering on “Celebration”. The message was much appreciated by the 

participants.

27th November, Hyderabad: Santhi spoke in the Sunday Service of Emmaus Lutheran Church in Nanal 

Nagar.

26th & 27th of November, Cambridge: I spoke in an Anglican (Church of England) church on the 27th in 

their Advent Service – the message was based on Isaiah 64: 1-8 and almost all the 75 participants  met me 

personally and thanked for the ministry of  God’s word sharing how the message touched them. 

Itinerary for the months of  December 2011 & January 2012:

2nd December, Hyderabad:  Santhi will speak in a Women’s Christmas meeting in Malaysian Township

14 – 15 and 21 - 22 January 2011, Chennai: I will be a part of the team (along with Jerry Thomas, Gordon 

Nickel, Azgar Ali, etc) that will represent Christianity in a series of Panel Debates with the leading Mulim Dawah 

Group in Tamil Nadu on “Is  the Bible God’s Word?” and “Is  the Qur’an the Word of God?” respectively. I will 

be preaching in our Church also during these months.

26th January, Kakinada: Santhi will be ministering in the Women’s  Sunday Service in a Baptist Church. 

Sudhakar Mondithokas (’01)

Alex and Sheryl have relocated from Scotland to San Diego with their three 

children (Sophia 9 yrs, Moriah 7 yrs and Asher 2 yrs). Alex is  the founder and executive 

director of Reason Why International (www.reasonwhy.org) and the ministry will 

expand its  reach into America, Asia and around the world. Alex will publish his first 

book "You Can Handle the Truth" with IVP in 2012 and he looks  forward to speaking/

teaching opportunities  opening up in the USA, Malaysia, Philippines, Indonesia, Costa 

Rica, Canada and Scotland next year. Alex McLellan (’02)

Paul Pardi interviews fellow alumnus Jason Baehr about his  new book with Oxford 

University Press, titled Inquiring The Mind. You can read a brief excerpt of the intierview 

titled “Knowledge, Virtue and the Intellect” and listen to a podcast of the entire 

interview at the following link: http://www.philosophynews.com/post/2011/12/30/

Knowledge-Virtue-and-the-Intellect.aspx Jason Baehr
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✁

MA Philosophy Communication Form
Please Let us Know How We Can Better Serve You

Mail to:
Talbot Department of Philosophy
13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90639

Name: ________________________    Email: ___________________________    Phone: ________________

Address: ________________________________        City, State, ZIP:_________________________________

  ❑ I will commit to praying for the MA Phil Program. Please regularly send me a list of  prayer requests.

  ❑ I would like to give financially to the MA Phil Program. Enclosed is my check made to Biola for $_________.
  ❑ Effective on _______________, my contact information changes to the following:

  ❑ Please send me information on giving to MA Philosophy using EFT (automatic debit).

We hope you’re enjoying our current edition of With All Your Mind.  It’s  very important to us to keep you well informed 
about that the MA Phil. program is  up to and we hope you find it helpful to you.  We hope you are as  encouraged as we are 
about what our students, faculty and alumni are doing to serve the Kingdom.  Our students  are doing well and the faculty are 
as  usual,  flourishing, but with too much to do.  The major news of this  fall is that in December all our faculty moved into our 

new Talbot building!  We are now all on the same floor enabling significant time to be together—the interaction is great and 
we are delighted to have everyone together.  We also had a great time as a faculty at ETS/EPS in November, and are very 
encouraged with the degree to which Talbot and Biola faculty are involved in the leadership of  those two organizations.  

As you may know, for some time our program specifically has been raising our own funding to take care of things such as 
additional travel to conferences  for both faculty and students, books and professional memberships for faculty, and some 
scholarships for students.  The giving for the program has fallen off given the state of the economy in the past few years.  

Some of you continue to respond very generously to our financial needs, for which we are deeply appreciative. Your giving is a 
critical component to accomplish what we believe God has set in front of us—to equip students to represent a Christian 
worldview in the church, the academy and the culture at large. 

If you have been giving to help support our program, or just began giving in the past few months, now more than ever, 

we are so appreciative of your financial support.   We simply could not do this  were it not for your continued support. If you 
have not been giving to our program, this is a critical time—would you seriously consider starting to support us—with 
something like $25-50/month, or with a one-time gift that would be an investment in the program? Many of our alums 

support the program and we would be so grateful if you would join them in supporting us financially—I know it’s challenging 
to consider at this time, but we would be very thankful to have you join us in this way. We now offer the ability to give monthly 
by debit with automatic withdrawal, if that would be of interest to you. You can visit http://giving.biola.edu/giving-ideas/

giving-by-electronic-funds-transfer-eft/ for more information and to download the form we need to set this up. You can also 
send your one-time check or monthly donations directly to our department using the communication form below. Please make 
your checks payable to Biola University.  We so appreciate your involvement with us in prayer and financially.  

Serving the Kingdom together,

Scott B. Rae
Department Chair
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