
With All Your Mind

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so 
that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. Rom. 15:4

The Newsletter of Talbot’s 
MA Philosophy Program at 
Biola University

Please see Orthodoxy, Page 2

In 
this Issue:
+ Professor Doug Geivett responds 
to Brian McLaren’s new book, 
“Generous Orthodoxy”
+ Student Jay Hawthorne- published 
in Sacred History
+ Student Jonathan Riebsamen 
shares insights on his visit with 
those stripped by Katrina
+ Alumni Dale and Jonalyn Fincher 
share how the Lord is using their 
Ministry, Soulation.

Table of Contents:
+ Speaking Freely   1
+ As I See It   3
+ Aristotle: Champ of Theism? 4
+ Student Feature  5
+ Faculty Updates   6
+ Alumni Updates  8
+ Alumni Feature  9
+ Ministry Partnership  10
+ Book Review   12

                                Spring 2006, Issue 12 

Speaking Freely:
Generous 
Orthodoxy?          
Dr. R. Douglas Geivett

“Philosophical prose is for the most 
part as distant from the imaginative use 
of language as one can get. Dullness is 
all. Dullness and clarity, that is.” Ralph 
McInerny makes a good point. I would 
add that sometimes it is dullness and 
clarity that is most needed in response to a 
sample of imaginative literature. And with 
that in mind, I want to offer some useful, if 
dull, clarity on an issue that has the church 
in dialogue with philosophy—whether it 
knows it or not.

The issue is a phenomenon called “the 
emerging church.” One apparently 
persuasive representative of this 

emergence is Brian McLaren, founding 
pastor of Cedar Ridge Community 
Church, Spencerville, MD. His book, 
A Generous Orthodoxy, has been called 
by some a “manifesto” for the emerging 
church. It is a specimen of imaginative 
literature with a few philosophical fault 
lines.

McLaren hopes to convince readers that 
evangelicalism is due for an overhaul. The 
evangelical church has lost touch with 
the culture and confused the preservation 
of theological orthodoxy with the central 
mission of the church. What Christians 
believe is less important than how they 
behave. And so, the book calls for a shift 
to a new kind of orthodoxy. That by itself 
should be enough to provoke caution 
when reading the book. To disassemble 
an entire tradition and then reassemble it 
according to a completely new blueprint is 

Can one’s studying the Scriptures provide an answer for 
all that life puts forth?  Dr. Rae purports that they can and 
gives some suggestions in this issue’s Speaking Freely.



Orthodoxy (cont’d)

-2-

the antithesis of orthodoxy.

McLaren’s use of “orthodoxy” suggests 
that it is a power word. Orthodoxy 
stands for the center of power within a 
community of individuals—in this case, 
evangelicals. This is why the McLaren 
brand of orthodoxy is described as 
“missional” and “movement” oriented. It 
will become the established orthodoxy of 
those who call themselves evangelicals 
when it replaces traditional evangelicalism 
and wields greater influence. This 
movement seeks to wrest power from 
more traditional evangelicals and 
consolidate it within the hands of more 
progressive, ecumenically oriented 
opinion leaders within the church—what 
they like to call “the emergent church.”

The book is mostly a description of what 
evangelicalism will look like if McLaren 
and others succeed in dismantling the old 
orthodoxy. The new orthodoxy is defined 
by an eclectic grab bag of religious 
tidbits falling from the tables of diverse 
perspectives: liberal and conservative, 
mystical/poetic and biblical, charismatic/
contemplative and fundamentalist/
Calvinist, Anabaptist/Anglican, Methodist 
and Catholic, and, of course, “green” 
(i.e., environmentalist). No one is left 
out. That’s what’s so “generous” about it. 
The word “generous” in the book title is a 
pleasing synonym for “pluralistic.” What’s 
come to be called “the emergent church” 
might better be called “the convergent 
church.”

There are positive points about the 
book. There’s no question that Scripture 
stresses holiness of life, personal integrity, 
humility towards others, cooperation 
in a spirit of grace, rather than selfish 
preoccupation with our own ego-driven 
projects. Chances are, much of what we 
think is mistaken, and often our methods 
of persuasion are prompted by our own 
insecurities. Evangelicals are “a peculiar 

different things to different people. One 
of the most important themes among 
postmodern thinkers has to do with 
the nature of belief. The whole notion 
of belief, and especially the idea of 
adequately grounded belief, is neglected in 
favor of an emphasis on behavior and on 
social arrangements. The Christian form of 
life is like a story or narrative. It provides 
our lives with a definite shape. But it can 
do this whether or not we believe the 
propositions that determine that shape. 
And this seems to be the perspective of 
Brian McLaren.

But there are three things that 
postmodernists overlook. First, belief 
is the engine that drives behavior. 
Our actions are symptomatic of what 
we believe. The best diagnosis for 
inappropriate or irresponsible action in the 
world is the identification of unfortunate 
beliefs. And a belief is most unfortunate 
if it happens to be false and yet guides the 
action of many people. The Christian form 
of life, without the support of appropriate 
belief, is like a tent without poles on a 

backpacking trip. It just won’t hold up.

Second, all people, even postmodernists, 
adopt very definite belief policies about 
the things that matter most. They can’t 
help it. While McLaren resists the 
invitation to state clearly what he believes, 
for example, about the eternal destiny of 
nonbelievers, surely he has some view of 
the matter and surely his view influences 
his approach to the proclamation of the 
gospel. He is, after all, a pastor. Shouldn’t 
his flock be guided about what to believe 
and how to prepare for the future?

Third, interest in what grounds our beliefs 
is inherent in our interest in believing 
what’s true. Evidence is our only guide 
in the effort to believe what’s true and in 
ordering our lives in accordance with the 
truth. That’s why evidence will always 
matter, no matter how reluctant we are to 
follow the evidence. But the postmodernist 
sneers at the whole idea of evidence. In 
this respect, the postmodernist is out of 
step with the culture. Human beings are by 
nature evidence-gatherers.

McLaren is a clever stylist. He writes in an 
engaging manner about matters of intrinsic 
interest. He also addresses issues of belief 
and practice in a provocative manner. He 
is very definitely “bucking the system,” 
and that appeals to many members of 
a generation weened on sound bytes, 
sensationalist news stories, and the clash 
of opinionated talking heads. It’s as if the 
only way to get people to pay attention 
anymore is to broadcast your message 

The new orthodoxy is 
defined by an eclectic grab 

bag of religious tidbits 
falling from the tables of 

diverse perspectives
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people.” And some of our idiosyncrasies 
are less than harmless. It’s time we 
engage—in obedience to Scripture—in 
some serious self-examination. That 
particular emphasis in the book surely is 
biblical. We should not allow our sacred 
cows to graze undisturbed.

But while McLaren does hope to persuade 
his readers, he relies less on evidence 
and argument for his claims and more on 
rhetoric. This is a characteristic feature 
of the postmodern method. The term 
“postmodernism,” of course, means 
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I am ever amazed to see how God 
works and how He chooses to move 
people to action.  For some, He can 
speak as a still, quiet voice.  For oth-
ers, it takes destructive hurricanes 
and devastating floods.   Even in the 
Christian community, there are those 
who seem to ride on a gentle wind of 
blessing and others who are ravaged 
by trials.  Why is that?  The issue of 
our own stubbornness aside, does it 
really matter?  Is it about us or is it all 
a part of His plan and He simply does 
what He must in spite of us?  I see 
God working in both situations. I see 
His Kingdom furthered, lives changed 
and hearts impacted.  

God can whisper, “write a book 
about....” and the book will inspire 
and challenge people to action.  He 
can bring natural and/or physical 
disaster and then send people to 
minister to the hurting.  Is one more 

profitable than the other?  
These are truly tumultuous times.  If 
lives are not being ripped apart by di-
saster, then people are rioting over po-
litical issues, if not that then they are 
seeking power to bring others down 
while exalting themselves. People are 
angry, people are hurting and in need 
of answers but more importantly they 
are in need of Christ.  

We hear from students and alumni 
who share where they are going and 
where they’ve been.  It is a tremen-
dous blessing to hear that most are 
being used to bless, challenge, encour-
age, and stir up those they come in 
contact with.  Some do this through 
continued schooling, some by teach-
ing, some through missions.  There are 
those who have finished our program 
not knowing what they were going to 
do, feeling that they had no clear di-
rection.  Incredibly, God uses them in 

their seemingly aimless circumstance. 
However we are moved to action, it is 
clear, we need to act.  We need to be 
ready, alert, and willing to move.  

There are many ways we can move 
throughout our lives.  Many opportuni-
ties will arise for ministering, sharing, 
teaching, encouraging, and stirring 
others to act.  However God chooses 
to get you to move, take Him up on 
the offer - many are counting on it.

Like Geivett, we could be inspiring 
others through thoughts and ideas, like 
Jonathan we can be rushing to help 
in crisis, like the Fincher’s we can be 
enriching souls, like our donors, giv-
ing of our resources to enable others 
to do what we cannot.  Does it matter?  
Just Move!

Yours,
H

Dr. Scott Rae

As I See It
Dr. Scott Rae, Departmental chair

with a sort of shrill pugnacity. But what 
matters is the substance of the book.

McLaren does make some good points. 
But all too often the message is muffled 
and confusing. For example, in the 
chapter called “Why I Am Biblical,” 
he endorses a “narrative approach” to 
reading Scripture, and calls this approach 
“a whole new way of approaching the 
Bible . . . . a whole new concept of being 
biblical” (p. 171).  A crucial component in 
this approach is the thesis that “the Bible 
is a story, and just because it recounts 
. . . what happened, that doesn’t mean 
it tells what should always happen or 
even what should have happened”  (p. 
167). To illustrate his narrative approach 
to biblical interpretation, McLaren 

comments on God’s commanding the 
destruction of Canaan. I half expected him 
to say that the Israelites simply believed 
that God would countenance their action 
and thus they took the liberty to describe 
their action in terms of obedience to the 
command of God—a command that God 
had not actually issued. But McLaren 
doesn’t take that route. In fact, he doesn’t 
shrink from acknowledging that God 
literally commanded the slaughter of the 
Canaanites. Apparently, his view of the 
authority of Scripture compels him to 
believe this and to suggest a way to make 
sense of its justice. And his proposal has 
merit. What’s odd is the claim that his 
proposal reflects a narrative approach 
as described above. But it looks to me 
a lot more like the historical-critical 
method that is characteristic of traditional 
evangelical hermeneutics. So even when 

he’s attacking the tradition, it turns out 
he’s not. Go figure.

Like anything else (including this 
interview) Christians should read it 
with care and reflect on it with critical 
discernment. If they’re disposed to accept 
McLaren’s posture of suspicion toward 
more traditional evangelicalism, then 
they should be no less cautious in their 
evaluation of his program.

And they should ask: Am I comfortable 
having my tradition represented by a 
spokesman like Brian McLaren? McLaren 
is an iconoclast—he seems sometimes to 
enjoy attacking the cherished convictions 
and institutions of mature evangelicalism. 
This, it seems to me, reflects a dangerous 
new conception of the role of the minister 
among God’s people.

Orthodoxy (cont’d)
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Aristotle: Champion of Theism?
By student Jay Hawthorne 
Unrevised ed. Published in Sacred History Magazine issue #3

Reading Aristotle was like finding an 
ancient star-gate hidden by an advanced 
people until the time they matured enough 
to use the technology. During the High 
Middle Ages the “west” was reintroduced 
to Aristotle since his works were mostly 
lost, except a few works on logic. The 
Catholic Church accepted Aristotle’s 
help and spearheaded the advancement 
of science and learning.  Many scholars 
believe the Catholic Church’s decision to 
embrace Aristotle was the turning point of 
western civilization. Chesterton said, “What 
made the Aristotelian Revolution really 
revolutionary was the fact that is was really 
religious.” He explains the Church was 
not simply trying to breathe new life into 
science, but dust off the Christian elements 
with fresh Aristotelian air. Aristotle’s rich 
work encompassed: physics, biology, 
psychology, sociology, political science, 
logic, and ethics. At this time, science 
was still a branch of philosophy and no 
educated person of the day believed the 
earth was flat. Yet, a person in the Middle 
Ages was initially shocked by the powerful 
and integrated worldview Aristotle 
presented. The shock was generated from 
his Natural explanations and laws that 
conflicted with God’s perceived role in 
the world. This conflict characterized as a 
battle between faith and reason might be 
more precisely represented as a struggle 
between philosophy and religion. To a great 
extent the Church brought philosophy and 
religion together, especially in the work of 
Thomas Aquinas.

The medieval mind was tidy – it craved 
harmonious order and delighted in 
distinction, definition, and tabulation. 
Aristotle eventually became the pattern 
copied by the medieval mind, but the 
appetite for order is what made Aristotle 
a sensation. The medieval mind thirsting 
for order must harmonize difficulties he 
raised. Some religious leaders feared this 
syncretistic movement would displace or 
discredit orthodoxy; others feared the truth 
would be suppressed in the name of God.  

However, the Church did not always 
faithfully champion Aristotle. Aristotle 
would be temporarily banned at many 
Universities, but the ban was soon revoked 

due to increased demand. Years earlier the 
Nestorian heretics championed Aristotle 
leaving the Church with a bitter taste. 
When the Nestorians were driven into 
Persia, the Arabs asked them for translated 
books of wisdom and received Aristotle. 
Consequently, Arabian culture flourished 
and Aristotle “the Teacher” played a role.  
One reason religious leaders balked at 
an Aristotelian worldview was it did not 
coincide with any existing faith; so, the 
work of integrating the religious view 
with Aristotle’s needed diplomacy. The 
implications of such a comprehensive 
worldview could not be quickly understood; 
never mind the task of integrating it with 
an equally comprehensive established 
religious system! People generally 
agreed all of life should fit “into a single, 
complex, harmonious mental Model of the 
Universe.”

Integration was advanced through Islamic 
philosophers helped by earlier work of 
Christian commentators. These Islamic 
philosophers wrote many commentaries 
attempting to unpack Aristotle’s work 
applying them to the same sorts of 
questions other Theists faced. For example, 
Aristotle claimed the world was eternal. 
If true, then the theistic religions were 
wrong about the Creator God bringing a 
universe into existence. Theistic claims 
like “God created the world” imply it 
had a beginning. Maimonides, a Jewish 
philosopher, attempted to synthesize the 
Jewish view of creation ex nihilo with 
Aristotle while preserving his theory of 
being as much as possible. Some Islamic 
thinkers also tried reconciling Aristotelian 
thought with creation. For instance, the 
Kalam cosmological argument utilizes 
the Aristotelian resources of the medieval 
theistic thinkers. Theists helped themselves 
to one another’s distinctions and arguments 
because they all submitted to truth wherever 
found.

Aquinas drew many of his positions using 
Jewish & Muslim interlocutors often 
adopting part of their arguments. Aquinas 
evenhandedly examined 10,000 objections 
to his views over his prolific writing career. 
Aristotle was embraced by Aquinas who 
referred to him as “The Philosopher.” In spite 

of some temporary suspicion surrounding 
Aquinas’ work, he served as a model for 
integrating philosophy and religion without 
sacrificing orthodoxy. Aquinas Biographer 
G.K. Chesterton stated “St. Thomas did not 
reconcile Christ to Aristotle; he reconciled 
Aristotle to Christ.” In contrast to Aquinas, 
who grew in his Faith as his thoughts 
developed, Averroës (Ibn Rushd) became a 
less orthodox Muslim as he became more 
Aristotelian.

The task of integration waited for the 
task of translation. Translation depicted 
the true spirit of collaboration among the 
medieval theists. When word circulated 
that lost works from Aristotle, Ptolemy, 
Galen, Euclid and others, were found 
in Arabian libraries, European scholars 
poured in to help translate. In Toledo 
Spain, for example, Juan Avendeuth and 
Domingo Gundisalvo started a translation 
center under the leadership of Archbishop 
Raymond. Working together, Avendeuth 
would translate a manuscript from Arabic 
to Castilian, and Gundisalvo would 
translate the Castilian into Latin. Although 
most scholars agree the collaboration 
was not ecumenical, mutual respect and 
cooperation between the various peoples 
facilitated the growth of many translation 
centers across Europe.

There are three medieval responses to 
Aristotle: 1) Reject Aristotle outright 
and deflect the assault of reason with the 
“shield of faith,” 2) Reject orthodoxy and 
embrace philosophy, 3) Integrate Aristotle 
and orthodoxy.  Leaders from the various 
branches of theism adopted one of the 
three stances to some degree. On the 
whole, the third response carried the day 
and the heirs of the Roman Empire once 
again began to flourish with the help of 
Aristotle. Christianity dominated medieval 
philosophy partly due to men like Aquinas 
who“[defended] the Faith against the 
abuse of Aristotle; and… boldly did it by 
supporting the use of Aristotle.” Looking 
back, the medieval theists share credit for 
their victories because they sharpened and 
challenged one another forcing each other 
to create something better; thus together 
their respective religions were strengthen 
under the tutelage of the “Teacher” and 
“Philosopher” Aristotle and their open 
discussions with one another.
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Rita Relief and the Problem of Evil
by Student Jonathan Reibsamen

The urge to “do something!” set in upon 
watching the news unfold after the landfall 
of hurricane Katrina.  I, however, am a 
poor student, so giving money was not an 
option.  Then I heard that the Red Cross 
would pay for plane tickets for anyone 
who could give at least ten days to work as 
a volunteer in the affected areas.  Thanks 
to the graciousness of my professors, I was 
able to take time off from school to spend 
ten days working on hurricane relief.  By 
the time I went, Rita had followed on 
Katrina’s heels, and I was assigned to 
work on relief in Texas.

Because my time was so relatively short 
compared to most of the other volunteers, 
I ended up working a job in logistics at a 
large relief-organization base of operations 
located at the edge of Beaumont, Texas.  
I was working sixteen hour days for the 
remainder of my trip.  Because of my job 
I went into “the community” very rarely, 
so nearly all my interaction was with other 
Red Cross volunteers at the Beaumont 
base.

Rescue workers search flooded streets helping 

Katrina victims reach safety.

The Red Cross is a very diverse 
organization, with volunteers running 
the geographic, cultural and religious 
gamut.  I was surprised at the response 
I frequently got when I told people that 
“back in ordinary life” I was at seminary, 

questions, and was looking for advice as 
he thought about philosophy graduate 
programs.  Many good opportunities for 
conversation were created.

Between Katrina and Rita, more than 
1500 people died, and somewhere in the 
neighborhood of $100 billion in damage 
was done to several states.  One might 
have expected, in an organization like 
the Red Cross, to encounter many people 
dealing with “problem of evil”  type 
questions.  But of all the different topics 
which followed the “I have a question for 
you” statements, the problem of evil never 
came up.  Why would that be?  After all, 
it’s considered by many to be one of the 
big, obvious problems with any brand of 
classical theism.  The people there have 
been dealing directly with the aftermath of 
certainly a lot of natural evil, and perhaps 
a good deal of human evil as well.  

In response to various “problem of evil” 
type arguments, Christian philosophers 
have pointed out that the existence of evil 
is not necessarily incompatible with the 
existence of  an omnipotent, omniscient, 
omnibenevolent God.  Some argue that 
God could have greater goods in which 
warrant the existence of evil.  Richard 
Swinburne 
argues, in his The 
Existence of God, 
that one justifying 
reason for evil is 
that it allows for 
acts of courage 
and compassion.  
Perhaps what I 
saw in Beaumont 
could be taken 
as an illustration 
of Swinburne’s argument.  Perhaps those 
around me were not being philosophically 
swallowed up by virtue: compassion, 
courage, patience, endurance.  Perhaps 
fighting the effects of the curse constitutes 
a kind of active theodicy. 

Some of the devastation left by Katrina.

in a philosophy of religion and ethics 
program.  I expected that maybe a 
moment of awkward silence followed by 
a change of subject; instead, the response 
was often a pause followed by, “Well, I 
have a question for you...”  One woman 
wanted me to explain what gnosticism 
was.  Another thought maybe she was 
a hedonist, but wasn’t sure, so could I 
explain it?  Another had just started a 
book by Nietzsche, wondered if I had read 
it, and what I thought.  A young man I 
talked to had some history of philosophy 

“Well, I have a question 
for you...”  One woman 
wanted me to explain 
what gnosticism was.  

Another thought maybe 
she was a hedonist, but 
wasn’t sure, so could I 

explain it?
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William Lane Craig
Faculty Update

Dr. Craig has done a lot of speaking, 
teaching, and traveling this year.  In May, 
Dr. Craig taught a two-week course at 
Wheaton College on “Arguments for 
the Existence of God”.  For three weeks 
during the summer, Dr. and Mrs. Craig 
traveled as chaperones with Torrey Honors 
Institute to Greece, Turkey, and Italy.  Also 
during the summer, Dr. Craig was one 
of the invited speakers for the Stand to 
Reason aplogetics cruise to Alaska.

Dr. and Mrs. Craig traveled to China in 
November to speak at Fudan University 
in Shanghai and Sichuan University 
in Chengdu.  At Fudan University, 
Dr. Craig spoke at their philosophy 
conference, “Religion and Morality in 
Higher Education”.  His presentation 
was “The Indispensability of Theological 
Foundations for Morality”.  At Sichuan 
University, Dr. Craig gave a two-night 
lecture, “Five Reasons God Exists and 

Three Reasons It Makes a Difference”.  It 
was a very good experience for both Dr. 
and Mrs. Craig as they met and intereacted 
with Chinese students.  In November, 
Dr. Craig spoke at the Evangelical 
Philosophical Society conference in Valley 
Forge, PA.

Despite all of his traveling, Dr. Craig has 
also been writing this year.  To Everyone 
an Answer, an apologetics book edited 
with J.P. Moreland and Frank Beckwith 
was recently released.  He has also had 
a variety of articles published in both 
English and Spanish journals this year.

Dr. Moreland’s most recent books 
include: Philosophy Made Slightly Less 
Difficult, co-authored with Gary DeWeese 
(published by InterVarsity Press), 
and Smart Faith with Mark Matlock 
(published by NavPress).  

He has also contributed to several 
books this year incuding “Hume and 
the Argument from Consciousness” for 
In Defense of Natural Theology (ed. by 
Douglas Groothuis and James Sennett); 
“The Mind/Body Problem” for Science, 
Religion, and Society: History, Culture, 
and Controversy (ed. by Gar Laderman 

and Arri Eisen); and “General Ontology 
and Theology: A Primer” in For Faith and 
Clarity: Philosophical Contributions to 
Theology (ed. by James Beilby).

Magazine and journal articles for this 
year: “Choosin’ My Religion”, “Who 
or What Caused God?”, “A Legendary 
Jesus and New Testament Dating”, and 
“Evidence for Life After Death” (all for 
TrueU); “Christianity and Science: Friends 
or Foes” (Australian Presbyterian, August 
2005); “Four Grades of Postmodern 
Involvement” (Midwest Journal of 
Theology 3, Spring 2005); “If You Can’t 

Reduce, You Must Eliminate: Why 
Kim’s Version of Physicalism Isn’t Close 
Enough” (Philosophia Christi).

Besides busily writing, Dr. Moreland 
made a professional presentation at the 
Richard L. Caulkins Lectureship (Corban 
College, Salem, OR). His presentation 
titles were “Integration and the Christian 
Mind”, “Integration and the Curriculum”. 
and “Integration and Character”.

Recent engagements include a paper 
responding to John Franke at EPS and 
a debate with an atheist on “Does the 
Christian God exist?”  He also delivered a 
series of 5 lectures at Lincoln College and 
a lecture at Yale on “Consciousness and 
the Existence of God.”

J.P. Moreland
Faculty Update

Doug Geivett
Faculty Update

Dr. Geivett contributed “Is God a Story,” 
and “Postmodernism and the Quest for 
Theological Knowledge,” to Christianity 
and the Postmodern Turn. He also 
wrote “Hume and the Cumulative Case 
for Theism,” a chapter for the book 
In Defense of Natural Theology. An 
article on “Miracles” for the 2nd ed. of 
The Encyclopedia of Philosophy was 
published and a draft on “Miracles” for the 
Routledge Handbook on the Philosophy 
of Religion. He contributed “The 
Epistemology of Resurrection Belief,” for 

the book The Resurrection of Jesus, and 
a chapter on “The Evidence of Evil” in 
Reasons for Faith. 

Dr. Geivett presented “How To Get the 
Most Out of Your Taylor Experience” 
in Taylor University’s chapel. He also 
addressed the faculty about “The Current 
State of Knowledge and the Christian 
University.” He presented “David Hume 
and a Cumulative Case for Theism,” at 
the University of Wisconsin and again 
for the Evangelical Philosophical Society 
in PA. He presented “Christianity and 

the Postmodern Turn,” and “The Kalam 
Cosmological Argument,” to the EPS. He 
spoke to the American Maritain Association 
about “The Epistemology of Belief in the 
Resurrection.” He presented “In Search of the 
Soul,” at the American Academy of Religion 
in PA and “Why Does God Allow Suffering?” 
at Boston College. “Why Believe in the 
Resurrection?” was a lecture he gave at the 
University of Minnesota’s Veritas Forum.

He was invited to be a contributor to the 
Christian Research Journal. He was a guest 
on several radio programs, including “Issues, 
Etc.” in St. Louis, “The Frank Pastore Show” 
in LA, and “Live from Seattle.” He also had 
a TV interview on “The Evidence” regarding 
science and the evidence for God.
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Dr. DeWeese co-authored a book with Dr. 
Moreland titled Philosophy Made Slightly 
Less Difficult, published by IVP.  
He also co-wrote an article with Joshua 
Rasmussen titled, “Hume and the Kalam 
Cosmological Argument” for the book   
In Defense of Natural Theology: A Post-
Humean Assessment.  He reviewed The 
Church in Postmodern Culture: Five 
Perspectives, in Christian Education 
Journal 2.2.

He was busy with speaking engagements 
last fall. In October he delievered a lecture 
on “Solving the Problems of Evil” for 
the Defending the Faith lecture series.  In 
November he spoke at the “Reason for 
the Hope Within” Apologetics Conference 
held at Branch Community Church in 
Harleysville, PA. His lecture was “Can 
Christian Truth Be True in a Postmodern 
World?”

“UniverSanity: How to Go to College 
without Losing Your Mind, Your 
Faith, or Your Character” was the lecture 
presented by Dr. DeWeese during two 
conferences in Colodardo in February. 
Both events were sponsored by Dayspring 
Center for Christian Studies, an 
organization with which both Dr. DeWeese 
and Dr. Horner were formerly affiliated.

This spring Dr. DeWeese has been 
enjoying his Sabbatical reading writing 
and spending time with family in Alaska.

Garry DeWeese
Faculty Update

David Horner
Faculty Update

Dr. Rae has been on Sabbatical this past 
fall, working on two writing projects.  The 
first is a book on the calling, vocation and 
ethics in the workplace, tentatively titled, 
Pursuing Your Passion:  Seeing Your 
Work in God’s Perspective.  The second 
is a paper he presented at the Trinity 
bioethics conference titled “Controversial 
Alternatives:  “Remaking Embryos, 
Artificial Wombs and Embryo Adoption.”  
He has been reworking it for publication 
in the bioethics literature.  

His sabbatical was well spent reading 

(roughly 25 books) in areas of theological 
ethics, genetic technologies/enhancement 
therapies, and the connection between just 
war theory and terrorism.  He spoke at a 
church bioethics conference in October 
and hosted Dr. John Kilner at Talbot for 
the fall lectureship.  

Dr Rae participated in a debate over the 
ethics of embryonic stem cell research for 
the Heartland Health Center, St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and the time empowered several 
physicians who have reservations about 
ESC research to stand up and voice 

their concerns.  He also invested in the 
theological education of the pastoral staff 
at his church. He gave one morning a 
week, focusing on hermeneutics, OT/NT 
survey and theology, essentially trying to 
pack 2 years of Bible and theology into 
four months!  It was very well received 
and the staff plan to continue  on a 
monthly basis. He is delighted to be back 
in the classroom this spring reconnecting 
with the students.

Dr. Rae also gave an annual endowed 
lecture at Siena Heights University, 
Adrian Michigan, and addressed the SC 
Gastroenterologist Nurses Meetings on the 
ethics of the removal of feeding tubes.

Scott Rae
Faculty Update

Dr. Horner contributed to the book 
Homosexuality, Abortion, and Religious 
Pluralism: Three Crucial Issues. He 
was commissioned to write a review 
for the new book, Nature as Reason: A 
Thomisitc Theory of the Natural Law.  His 
article, “The Pursuit of Happiness: C.S. 
Lewis’ Eudaimonistic Understanding of 
Ethics” will be published on the Oxbridge 
website. He reviewed Intellectual 
Virtue: Perspectives from Ethics and 
Epistemology, edited by Michael DePaul 
and Linda Zagzebski published in the 
International Philosophical Quarterly 

and completed a “Christian Ethics 
Bibliography” for Academic Integration’s 
web page. 

Dr. Horner is working on an article in 
The Thomist titled, “Is Aquinas an Act-
Ethicist or an Agent-Ethicist?” and a 
chapter in a coming book on C.S. Lewis 
and philosophy titled, “Aut Deus Aut 
Malus Homo: A Defense of C. S. Lewis’s 
‘Shocking Alternative.’”
Dr. Horner lectured and presented 
papers at several events including the 
Oxbridge 2005 Faculty Presentation 

at Oxford University; The Reason For 
Hope Conference in Philadelphia, PA; 
Torrey Honors Institute, the Worship 
in Music Program, and the Apologetics 
Lecture Series at Biola University. He 
lectured at Calvary Chapel of Carlsbad’s, 
Evening on Mars Hill and addressed “Five 
Misconceptions About Christianity” at 
Bethany Community Church in Sierra 
Madre, CA.

Media appearances included a PAX 
Network telecast of Days of Discovery 
and a radio interview for Stand to Reason. 
He was also cited in a Los Angeles Times 
article in January, “Multimedia Is New 
Way to Relay Old Lessons.”
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Alumni, what are you up to now?  
Email WAYM at ma.phil@biola.edu 
and update us for the next issue of 
WAYM.

Alumni Updates
Where are they now?

Alex and Sheryl McLellan (‘02) are 
based in Scotland and recently launched 
a new apologetics ministry: Reason Why 
(www.reasonwhy.org). Alex works with 
churches, para-church organizations, 
and schools around the country teaching 
Apologetics at the Faith Mission Bible 
College in Edinburgh. Alex & Sheryl have 
two daughters: Sophia (3) and Moriah (1) 
and live in the beautiful Scottish Borders. 
Email: alex@reasonwhy.org

John Basie 
(‘99) passed his 
qualifying exams 
this past April 
for his Ph.D. in 
Church-State 
Studies at Baylor 
University.  He has 

begun work on his dissertation on Faith, 
Virtue and Citizenship-Formation in the 
American Higher Education Context, 
and recently was awarded a dissertation 
research grant of $5000 from the Excelsis 
Group in Orlando, FL.  Currently, John 
serves as Dean of Enrollment Management 
at Columbia International University in 
Columbia, SC, where he also serves as 
an adjunct professor of philosophy. John 
and his wife of eight years, Marana, have 
two children now--Patrick (2 1/2) and 
Rebekah Ruth (8 months).  John’s contact 
information is jbasie@ciu.edu, or 803-
699-1535.

Richard Graziano (‘00)  Is currently 
in his sixth-year as a philosophy PhD 
candidate at UCSB.  He is finishing 
his dissertation tentatively titled: The 
Justification Externalist Response to 
Cartesian Skepticism.  He was awarded 
The 2004-05 Paul Wienpahl Award 
for Teaching Excellence by UCSB 
Department of Philosophy and was 
nominated in both 03-04 and 04-05 
for The UCSB Outstanding Teaching 
Assistant Award.  

He now lives in San Luis Obispo 
where he is a full-time Lecturer in the 
Philosophy Department at Cal Poly State 
University teaching history of philosophy, 
metaphysics and epistemology.  He is 
hoping to file his dissertation in late 06/
early 07 and find a tenure-track position 
for the 07-08 academic year.  

Richard also works as a part-time climbing 
guide as he studies and trains to become 
an AMGA Certified Rock Climbing Guide.  
He can be reached at work, 805-756-1623 
or via email: rgrazian@calpoly.edu.

Carl Mosser and his family are enjoying 
the arrival of their fourth child Calvin 
Wesley. For the last few years they lived 
in St. Andrews, Scotland working on his 
doctorate in New Testament studies. Last 
spring Carl successfully defended his 
thesis on the epistle to the Hebrews in its 
Second Temple Jewish context and was 
awarded a Ph.D from the University of St. 
Andrews. He recently moved back to the 
United States and now serves as Assistant 

Professor of Biblical Studies at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, PA. Recent 
publications include articles in the Journal 
of Theological Studies, the Southern 
Baptist Journal of Theology and a co-
authored essay in Beckwith, Craig and 
Moreland (eds.), To Everyone an Answer 
(IVP). Email: cmosser@eastern.edu

Corrie Kotzian is 
currently preparing 
to do church planting 
work in Milan, Italy. 
She is excited to break 
through the darkness 
and deception of 
this postmodern people to reawaken this 
region to a personal, loving God! If you 
are interested in more information about 
Corrie’s ministry you can email her at 
corriekotzian@aol.com

J.R. Shrader (1998) has a philosophy 
tenure-track position at Indiana University 
South Bend (Fall 04).  He is Acting 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and 
will become Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy upon defense of his Notre 
Dame Ph.D. dissertation, The Metaphysics 
of Ontological Emergence, this spring. 
He will be teaching introductory and 
advanced courses in metaphysics, 
epistemology, philosophy of mind, and 
some philosophy of religion. His first 
published article, a critique of William 
Hasker’s arguments against materialism, is 
forthcoming in Faith and Philosophy.

JR’s wife Laura begins her fifth year 
working in the Development Department 
at the University of Notre Dame.  And 
their son Joey (4 in May) has started pre-
school.  You can e-mail J.R: wshrader@
iusb.edu or Laura: lshrader@nd.edu

Alex And Sheryl MclellAn with dAughterS 
SophiA And MoriAh
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Soul Approach
A Letter Home from Alumnus Dale and Jonalyn Fincher

Please see Soul, Page 10

How do we use our gifts together?

How do we get behind people’s logical, 
watchful dragons?

How can we reach the audience we find 
asking the most urgent questions about 
life?

How can we show people that God wants 
to dignify all parts of our being, body and 
soul?

Sitting in a cafe in Washington D.C., 
Jonalyn and I asked each other these 
questions.  That day we birthed the idea 
for a non-profit called “Soulation” 
(www.soulation.org).

The Vision
“Soul” is a buzz-word in our culture today, 
whether people know what it means or 
not.  We’re concerned that people know 
the capacities of their soul and how to 
better live as ensouled human creatures.

“Soulation” means soul formation, soul 
celebration, soul foundation; there are 
lots of possibilities.  Soulation is where 
we come together as a husband-wife 
team working to show people how to be 
appropriately human.  That can only come 
with a well-ordered soul (including but 
not limited to a sharp mind), orienting its 
telos toward a God whose love is safe, and 
walking as a student of Jesus Christ.

Our tools are speaking, performing, and 
writing along apologetics and spiritual 
formation themes.  Our tag line is short: 
sturdy answers, better souls.  We’re trying 
to focus on the steadfast floorboards of our 
faith (sturdy), and the qualitatively better 
(i.e. organically growing) life that Christ 
offers.

We’ve intentionally left off “ministry” 
because of alarm bells and distrust it 
creates in those who’ve been damaged by 

the Church.  Set up as a public benefit, 
Soulation tries to help people know what 
God is like.

What We Bring to the Table
After working on Ravi Zacharias’ itinerant 
apologetics team, I learned about the 
common man and woman’s questions.  
Their questions are philosophical, but 
unlike philosophical journals, they 
overtly share their honest struggles.  They 
are hungry for answers to be modeled, 

similarities and strengths together as a 
husband-wife team, Soulation has become 
a renaissance platform for both of us.

The Front Lines
People are not usually looking for drawn-
out philosophical arguments.  They are 
looking for just enough to fill in the new 
step along the staircase of their thinking.  
I remember a series I gave in Texas 
when a skeptic came for every meeting.  
At the end of the week he approached 
me.  Smiling he said, “This last talk was 
the best of the whole week.”  I had just 
finished teaching hermeneutics.  He felt 
he had the tools to see that the Bible itself 
was robustly intelligent, abided by reading 
rules, and not mere sentiment or wishful 
thinking.

Recently, I was invited to a public 
middle school in Southern California to 
perform and share the meanings behind 
C.S. Lewis’ beloved Narnia with 1,300 
students.  They listened to the problem 
of personal evil, the virtue of humility, 
and how the ultimate hero is not Peter, 
but God.  I challenged them to determine 
whose story they were living.

When given the privacy of a note card, 
teens will ask the hard questions.  We’ve 
accumulated nearly two thousand 
questions from students over the nation.  
“What is truth?”  “What’s so great about 
heaven when it sounds so boring?”  “Why 
do Christians think they are the only right 
religion?”  “Why did my friend die?”

In New England this past summer, Jonalyn 
talked with teen girls about “cutting.”  
Teens use razors to mutilate their own 
skin, not be suicidal, but to feel something 
beyond the dull existential ache.  They 
are looking for hope beyond “do right” 
and “read your Bible and pray every day.” 
They latched on to the new idea that they 
are not mere bodies, but souls, made in the  
image of God.

They latched on to 
the new idea that they 
are not mere bodies, 
but souls, made in the 

image of God.

which is why we love doing a family 
question and answer time.  Jonalyn and I 
sit on stools and field questions from the 
audience.  We enjoy tag-teaming on the 
stage, feeding and building off each other.
We use philosophy to undergird our 
training: mine in myth and culture, 
and Jonalyn’s in history, literature, 
and women’s studies.  Coupling our 

Before graduating from the MA Philosophy 
program, Dale earned a MA in Performing Arts from 
Vancouver, BC. Jonalyn earned a BA in English and 

History from the University of Virginia.
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Ministry Partnership
A word from the departmental Chair

someone who might be able to help, and 
contacted me.  I was delighted to come 
and address the board and the medical 
community.  I argued that embryonic 
stem cell research has significant moral 
concerns and that stem cells harvested 
from adult sources is where most of 
the successes in treatments are coming 
from today.  As a result of the debate, a 
number of physicians, some Christian 
were empowered to stand up and be 
counted and let their opinions be known.  
It turned out to be a rich time, for which 
I am grateful to God for Nathan being 
strategically placed in his church to help 
facilitate this time.  

When our program was envisioned, we 
never thought that it would be where 
it is now.  We have close to 80 of our 
graduates in Ph.D. programs in the US 
and Europe.  We have graduates on every 
continent, in 10 different countries.  And 
this coming fall, we will have our first 
student coming from China to study 
with us.  And we couldn’t do it without 
you.  Without your continued prayers and 
support, we would not be where we are 

Soul (cont’d)
Works in Progress
Jonalyn has recently been accepted by 
Zondervan for her book on the woman’s 
soul.  She explores the existence of the 
soul and whether gender is an intrinsic part 
of it.  She is loading it with philosophy 
(for lay-people), personal struggles, and 
soul care.  Her goal is to validate feminity 
in its essence, defend it with philosophy, 
and promote women’s gifts.  Zondervan 
expects to release it in early 2007.

In light of that, we also get inquiries about 
the concern of female teachers.  To help 

flesh out some of our view, we co-wrote 
an article called, “Unmuted: The Welcome 
Colors of a Woman’s Voice”.  
(http://unmuted.soulation.org)

An Outlook of the Road Ahead
Teens are asking questions and seeking 
God.  College students long for a 
spirituality that connects with something 

real.  Hurried adults want ways to make 
sense of their lives, their marriages, 
and their parenting.  We want help and 
cultivate our community to be honest 
about soul issues.  We also want to 
be honest enough with our own daily 
frustrations and inadequacies that our 
answers spring from our lives, not 
our textbooks.  We are both thankful 
for Talbot’s training, for the way the 
professors taught and lived out the 
answers, and for the soul work we had to 
do before we graduated.  As a husband-
wife team, we’re glad to be traveling this 
road together.

At the end of this school year, we will 
celebrate our 12th graduating class of 
philosophers, equipped to reclaim lost 
intellectual ground for the cause of 
Christ in a variety of arenas.  We are 
so encouraged with what our grads are 
doing in the academy, the local church, 
in parachurch ministries and around 
the world.  For example, we just heard 
from Russell DiSilvestro, who has been 
hired in a tenure track faculty position 
at Cal State, Sacramento.  Others are 
teaching in community colleges and 
having a great impact.  Others are 
with campus ministries, such as Jamey 
Pappas, who currently leads the largest 
Campus Crusade ministry in the US at 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  Still others 
are ministering overseas, such as Sagar 
Athota, who recently returned to Australia 
and is ministering the local church.  

Sometimes the network of our graduates 
works in strange and providential ways.  
In January, I was invited to debate the 
issue of embryonic stem cell research for 
a health system in Missouri.  This health 
system was being asked to endorse and 

help fund an initiative currently headed 
for the fall ballot in Missouri, authorizing 
embryonic stem cell research throughout 
the state.  It just so happens that the Chair 
of the hospital Board is a Christian, and 

is concerned about the health system’s 
signing on to the initiative.  She suggested 
that the board engage in proper due 
diligence and hear both sides of the issue 
prior to their decision.  The board agreed, 
and now she was wondering who could 
bring the other side of the issue to their 
community.  She recalled that Nathan 
Gunn, one of our recent graduates, was 
doing some apologetic seminars in her 
church, and she wondered if he might 
be a good place to start looking for a 
person who could argue the other side.  
Nathan immediately told her that he knew 

Dear Friends,

Please see Friends, Page 11
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           Talbot Department of Philosophy
           13800 Biola Avenue
           La Mirada, CA 90639

 Name: ________________________    Email:  _______________________   Phone:   ________________
 Address: ____________________________   City, State, ZIP:  ___________________________________

    I will commit to praying for the MA Phil Program.  Please regularly send me a list of prayer requests.
    I would like to give financially to the MA Phil Program.  Enclosed is my check made to Biola for $______.
    Please send me a copy of Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult.  I’ve enclosed     
           a check for $15.00 (includes $3 for shipping and handling) made out to Biola University.   
    Effective on _____________, my contact information changes to the following:
  __________________________________________________________________________________
      Please send me information on giving to MA Philosophy using EFT. 

MA Philosophy Communication Form
Please let us know how we can better serve you.
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The Semester in Pictures 
A Look at some events through film

today, nor be able to assist top students 
who need financial assistance, receive 
much needed administrative support, bring 
knowledgeable scholars for lectures to our 
campus, or assist the continued ministry of 
the Philosophy House.  

Did you know that MA Philosophy offers 
you the ability to give to the program 
using EFT so that your financial giving 

can be more consistent?  By using this 
option, you allow us to debit an account 
you choose on a monthly basis, providing 
you with regular communication from our 
department.  For more on this, please visit 
http://www.biola.edu/admin/donations/eft.
cfm, contact our program administrator 
Ed Bort, at 714-356-5612 or complete the 
form below.  

We are grateful for the prayers and 
assistance you give on behalf of our 

department and hope that God continues 
to use the ministry of MA Philosophy 
to encourage excellence in serious 
scholarship.  

Blessings to you and yours,

Scott B. Rae
Chair, MA Philosophy Program
Talbot School of Theology

Friends (cont’d)

From Top Left to Right:
(1) Prospective student Chong 
Choe & Cecilia Stepp. (2) Dr. 
Rae & his wife Sally talking 
with student Anna Navis. (3) 
Dr. Geivett lecturing to his 
Philosophy of Religion class. 

From Bottom Left to Right:
(4) Graduate Jonalyn Fincher, 
current students Dana Bort, 
Amy Smith and Carissa Drews 
and Mrs. Rae at a Women 
Philosophers’ dinner. (5) 
Students in Dr. Moreland’s 
class (6) Tim Bayless diligently 
preparing for Phil of Mind. 
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Book Review
Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult

From time to time we all face life’s big 
questions . . .

1. What is real?
2. How do we know what we know?
3. What is right?
4. Who or what am I?
5. How should we view science and 

its claims?

And as we wrestle with these issues, we 
may even find ourselves thinking, Perhaps 
what I need is a good dose of philosophy. 
It’s a shame philosophy is so difficult.

Garrett DeWeese and J. P. Moreland 
understand this frustration and in this book 
offer help to make philosophy at least 
slightly less difficult. In straightforward 
language with everyday examples, they 

explain the basics needed to understand 
philosophical concepts and thus bring 
clarity to discussions of life’s big 
questions.

Students, pastors, campus workers and 
ordinary Christians will all benefit from 
this user-friendly guide. (IVP)

Ravi Zacharias, author and speaker 
“J. P. Moreland and Gary DeWeese have 
provided a thorough overview of the 
fundamentals of critical thinking and the 
contemporary challenges, especially from 
postmodernism, to the claims of theism. 
This is a valuable addition to the field of 
Christian apologetics, and students will 
find this resource to be especially helpful 
as they engage competing ideas in the 
university. This book will challenge you to 

examine your own beliefs with candor and 
in the light of counterperspectives.”

Robert Drovdahl, Professor 
of Educational Ministry                               
“If you want clear thinking on thinking 
clearly, this book’s for you. Moreland and 
DeWeese undertake an ambitious project, 
explaining philosophy to nonphilosophers, 
with a good sense of subject and audience. 
Readers receive a working introduction 
to philosophical vocabulary and concepts 
in an accessible, applied style. It requires 
effort (they promised it would be only 
slightly less difficult!), but the reward is 
greater clarity on what is real, true and 
good--a worthy goal for any Christian.”

The MA Philosophy Program has 
limited copies available of Philosophy 
Made Slightly Less Difficult for a 
special price of $14.00. Once they are 
gone, we will not be able to offer any 
more at this price! To order, see the 
response card on page 11. 


