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With All  Your Mind

From Visual Effects to Philosophy 
(or, Philosophers on IMDb?)

by Garrett Pendergraft

I was a bit of a 
l a t e c o m e r t o 

philosophy.   

I graduated from USC in 

2001 with an undergraduate 

degree in Computer Science and 

began (what would turn out to be) 

a short career in visual effects. 

Working in visual effects  had long 

been a goal of mine, but as  I 

finished college and got more 

involved with my church (and 

especially with its  college group), I 

became increasingly interested in 

apologetics—which led to an 

interest in philosophical theology, 

which in turn led to an interest in 

philosophy of religion. The 

turning point came when I read 

J.P. Moreland’s  Love Your  God with 

All Your Mind. J.P.’s  book not only 

inspired me to get more serious 

about the life of the mind, but 

also pointed me toward the 

Talbot MA Phil program. So I 

applied, was accepted, and began 

part-time in the fall of 2002. 

(Enrolling in Talbot, however, was 

only the second-most important 

thing that happened in the fall of 

2002, since that fall was  also when 

I married my lovely wife, Amy. 

This probably goes  without 

saying, but I certainly wouldn’t 

have made it through grad school 

[not to mention my first year of 

teaching full-time] without her 

unfailing love and support.) I only 

took two courses  during that first 

semester, but it was enough to 

make me realize that a career 

change was  in order. So I enrolled 

full-time during the second 

semester (my employer was 

gracious  enough to allow me to 

continue to work part-time) and 

never looked back. 

***

My first philosophy course at 

Talbot—and in fact my first 

philosophy course ever—was 

Philosophy of Mind, with J.P. 

Moreland. (Talk about a baptism 

by fire!) But I kept plugging away, 
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and with the help and good will of 

my fellow students, I managed to 

make i t through relat ively 

unscathed. I took almost every 

course that Garry DeWeese 

offered (and not just because we 

s h a r e a fi r s t n a m e ) , a n d 

discovered my interests  in free will 

and epistemology in courses  with 

David Hunt and Doug Geivett. In 

addition to the in-class  training, I 

benefited from an excellent slate 

o f p r o f e s s i o n a l 

activities, and also from 

the SCP that Talbot 

hosted in 2004. Most 

importantly, though, I 

benefited f rom the 

consistent focus, from 

each and every faculty 

member, on integrating 

a devout faith with 

diligent scholarship. 

This integrated approach to 

scholarship played a pivotal role 

in forming my own philosophical 

methodology. As  I see it, an 

essential part of philosophy is  the 

pur su i t o f w ide reflec t i ve 

equilibrium among our beliefs 

and attitudes, and this  pursuit of 

reflective equilibrium should 

reflect a commitment to Christian 

theology and tradition. This 

commitment might involve 

appealing to the Scriptures  as part 

of our data. More often, though, 

the truths of Scripture will 

provide constraints  on our 

theorizing, making certain views 

and arguments more intellectually 

costly than they would be for 

someone who doesn’t share this 

c o m m i t m e n t . A c c e p t i n g 

constraints  is  often what gives 

n e e d e d s t r u c t u r e t o o u r 

theorizing, and consistency with 

biblical principles  is  a crucial 

constraint.

This  is not to say that 

theology always dictates  the 

philosophical agenda. Empirical 

data (broadly construed to 

include, among other things, 

widely held intuit ions  and 

considered judgments about 

specific cases ) can provide 

“ e x t e r n a l c o n c e p t u a l 

problems” (to borrow a phrase 

f ro m J. P. ) f o r t h e o l o g i c a l 

c o n c l u s i o n s — s o m e t i m e s 

recommending, for example, one 

or the other of two plausible 

interpretations  of a text. But I 

think it is  important for Christian 

philosophers  to recognize that 

these recommendations can go in 

the other direction as  well: 

theological data can also provide 

external conceptual problems for 

philosophical conclusions. This 

process  is  part of the pursuit of 

wide reflective equilibrium (and 

the pursuit of truth more 

generally), and thus  part of how I 

try to do philosophy.

***

During my first few 

semesters  at Talbot, I 

w a s  t o r n b e t w e e n 

wanting to go into some 

s o r t o f m i n i s t r y 

( p e r h a p s  c o l l e g e 

ministry) and wanting 

to get a PhD. My desire 

t o e n d u p i n t h e 

academy gradually won out, so I 

applied to quite a few PhD 

programs and ended up going to 

the University of Missouri. (It 

remains  unclear whether J.P.’s 

alumni status  played any role in 

my gett ing accepted. ) The 

program at the University of 

Missouri was  fantastic: a vibrant 

faculty (most of whom I wasn’t 

even aware of when I applied), 

wonderful graduate students, and 

a collegial environment. And in 

what might have been a first (at 
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the very least it was  a rarity), most 

of the students  in our incoming 

class  of 10 were Christian theists. 

(Several of us  were drawn to 

Mizzou by the presence of a 

prominent epistemologist and 

philosopher of religion who was 

department chair at the time.) 

The department at Mizzou, more 

than most departments, was  a 

p l a c e w h e r e 

Christian philosophy 

was  taken seriously. 

This  was in large 

par t due to the 

influence of some of 

the senior graduate 

students  there. These 

s t u d e n t s  w e r e 

Christians  who also 

h a p p e n e d t o b e 

a m o n g t h e b e s t 

s t u d e n t s  i n t h e 

p r o g r a m — l i v i n g 

counterexamples  to 

the claim that being a serious 

Christian is  inconsistent with 

being a good philosopher. 

We loved Columbia, and we 

had put down some roots  there: 

our daughter was  born shortly 

after we arrived, and we loved 

both our church and their college 

ministry (which we were heavily 

involved in). But when one of the 

faculty members  I was hoping to 

work with accepted an outside 

offer, we decided that I would test 

the grad school waters  again. So I 

applied to several places, and 

ended up getting accepted into 

the program at UC Riverside. 

***

En rou te t o UCR, we 

discovered that my wife was 

pregnant with (as  it turned out) 

our son. (For those of you scoring 

at home, this made us  two-for-two 

on being pregnant while moving 

for grad school.) This, needless  to 

say, made my first year at UCR 

an interesting one. Despite the 

rocky beginning, though, my time 

at UCR (which has  seen several 

Biola and Talbot alums  over the 

years) was wonderful . The 

environment was  again collegial, 

and—as  at Mizzou—I benefited 

greatly from the fact that some of 

the best and most serious  grad 

students  there were Christians. I 

had the privilege of working with 

John Martin Fischer (a former 

speaker at the Talbot Philosophy 

Conference), among many other 

outstanding faculty members, and 

I a l s o b e n e fi t e d f ro m a n 

environment that encouraged 

p r o f e s s i o n a l a c t i v i t y a n d 

excellence without 

fostering unhealthy 

competition. One of 

the mos t he lp fu l 

activities at UCR was 

the “agency writing 

workshop,” which 

was  a regular (usually 

weekly) meeting of 

folks  with similar 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

interests  in which we 

discussed each other’s 

written work. This 

was  a great way to 

hone our writing skills  (not to 

mention our ability to offer 

helpful critical comments  on the 

work of others), and I can’t 

recommend it enough. 

***

In October of 2009, I 

participated in the Western 

meeting of the SCP, at Fort Lewis 

College in Durango, CO. During 

this  conference I met Caleb 

Clanton, a faculty member at 
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Pepperdine University who has 

been instrumental in the recent 

astronomical growth of the 

philosophy major there. That 

m e e t i n g e v e n t u a l l y ( a n d 

providentially) led to a job at 

Seaver College (Pepperdine’s 

undergraduate college), where 

I’ve been teaching since August of 

2010. (NB: Attend those SCPs!) 

So far I’ve taught 

courses  in Logic, 

Business  Ethics, and 

Epistemology, as 

well as  the senior 

Capstone seminar, 

in which we focused 

on the metaphysics 

of free will. I feel 

b l e s s e d t o b e 

w o r k i n g a m o n g 

facul ty members 

( inc luding Lucas 

Mather, a fellow 

Talbot grad) who 

s h a r e a s t ro n g C h r i s t i a n 

commitment, and to be teaching 

students  with a wide range of 

religious beliefs. In another 

example of God’s  providence, my 

wife was  able to get a job as  the 

Director of Children’s  Ministries 

at Calvary Church of Pacific 

Palisades—which has  some strong 

connections  to Pepperdine, and 

has  been a blessing to us  in 

countless ways. 

***

At the risk of giving some 

unsolicited advice (I think it was 

Alfred E. Neuman who said, “If 

people wanted your unsolicited 

advice, they’d ask for it.”), I 

thought I might share a little 

more of my perspective on 

intellectual inquiry—which, 

again, was  largely cultivated by 

the faculty and students at Talbot. 

I believe that serious  and 

humble intellectual inquiry, aimed 

at truth, will eventually lead 

toward Christian theism. In the 

classroom, then, I focus  on 

removing barriers  to clear 

thinking and on presenting the 

strongest arguments  for and 

against the positions under 

consideration. I trust that if I can 

give my students  a desire for 

truth, and the tools they need to 

think well—while encouraging 

and facilitating discussion of 

biblical and theological issues, 

both inside and outside the 

classroom—then their intellectual 

pursuits  will carry them toward a 

belief  in the God of  the Bible. 

I believe that Christian 

scholars  have a responsibility to 

choose an important field, and do 

good work on the 

central questions in 

that fie ld , whi le 

a s k i n g f o r a n d 

relying on God’s 

h e l p . ( T h i s  i s 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

Dallas  Willard also 

emphasizes.) Thus, 

my fundamenta l 

goal as  a Christian 

scholar is  to do the 

best work I can, by 

God’s  grace and 

with God’s  help. I 

believe that if I am diligent in this 

pursuit, then God will enable me 

to produce scholarship that is  a 

benefit and perhaps  even a 

challenge to others. In short, I’m 

confident striving to do good work 

as  a teacher and a writer will pay 

kingdom dividends. That’s  my 

prayer for you, and I hope that 

you’ll pray for me as well.  ◆
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The Talbot Philosophical Society held their annual TPS Graduate 

Conference in April on the 16th. Dean Zimmerman (Rutgers 

University) and David Hunt (Whittier College) gave keynote 

addresses.  They each addressed the topic of divine foreknowledge 

during the conference. Dr. Hunt has  made significant contributions 

to Philosophy of Religion and free will. His presentation "What 

Does God Know? The Problems  of Open Theism," laid the 

groundwork for the problem of foreknowledge and advocated for 

simple foreknowledge conjoined with divine providence. Dr. 

Zimmerman has  produced numerous works in metaphysics, Philosophy of Mind, Philosophy of Time 

and Philosophy of Religion. He presented a paper entitled "The Providential Usefulness of 'Simple 

Foreknowledge'" where he discussed the advantages  of simple foreknowledge as  well as some of its 

limits. He concluded by explaining how the open theist is able to mimic some of these advantages of a 

simple foreknowledge position without some of  its deficiencies.

Three other papers were presented by graduate students. Bradley 

Rettler at the University of Notre Dame presented a paper concerned 

with meta-ontology called "A Truthmaker View of Ontological 

Commitment." He attempted to show that the use of sentences does 

not commit a person to the fundamental existence of the entities in 

the sentences  but only to something or other that makes the sentence 

true. This paper had comments by Talbot student Mike Hogan. From 

Florida State University, Justin Capes and Daniel Miller came out to 

present their paper titled "Ginet on the Epistemic Condition for Responsibility." They argued that Carl 

Ginet’s  epistemic condition for responsibility was  neither necessary nor sufficient. Comments were given 

by Talbot student Evan Rosa. Robbie Hirsch at UC Davis gave a paper entitled "A Puzzle About 

Modality,” that if successful, would drive a wedge between logical consistency and logical modality. 

Talbot’s Samuel Garcia shared comments  for Hirsch's paper. Around sixty gathered for the conference 

throughout the day. Following the conference, dinner was  enjoyed at the Philosophy House where Hunt 

and Zimmerman conversed with the conferences participants.

Philosophy Conference and Speakers
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Written by Philosophy student, Jonny Custer

The Talbot Philosophical Society (TPS) met regularly during the first few weeks of the semester to read papers 

for one another and gain experience with sharing and critiquing philosophy papers.  Some of the topics  that were 

covered included the following:
 

“In Defense of  Essence: A Critical Analysis of  Hume’s View of  Identity and Bifurcation”

“Speaking About Rights”

"Theism vs. Non-theoretical Physicalism: God and the Ontology of  Phenomenal Consciousness" 

"An Alternative to Augustinian Original Sin"

Several students were present for each reading! 

TPS and its Recent Developments
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New Summer Courses Now Available
We are excited to have two exciting guest 

professors  join us Summer 2011 to teach some 

interesting philosophy courses. 

Dr. Owen Anderson from Arizona State 

University will be teaching a seminar in Philosophical 

Theology: Natural Law. This  is  a course that studies 

theories  about the natural moral law, and what can be 

known about good and evil by humans.  We will 

consider the extent to which humans  can be held 

responsible for knowing what is  good, and what it 

means  for humans  to know the good. This  will require 

considering viewpoints like skepticism and fideism, as 

well as  competing theories  about what kind of 

knowledge can be attained by humans  about the 

natural moral law.   Finally, this  course will explore the 

relationship between the good and God, including 

intellectualist and voluntarist theories. 

Also joining us  is  Dr Curtis  Rigsby to teach a 

seminar titled Christianity and Eastern Philosophy.  

Dr. Rigsby is  a graduate of our program and teaches 

at the University of Guam. He is the son of Dr. 

Richard Rigsby. 

This course briefly introduces  developments  in 

logic, metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, political 

philosophy, and philosophy of religion, in the Hindu, 

Buddhist, Confucian, Daoist, and general intellectual 

traditions  of India, China, and Japan. These 

traditions  will be examined with sensitivity to 

historical context and with generous  references  to the 

linguistic peculiarities  of the original Sanskrit, 

Chinese, and Japanese texts. The contemporary 

relevance of these Asian traditions as well as their 

significance from a Christian point of view, will be 

examined.  

PhD Acceptances Spring 2011
The following graduating students (or recent graduates) have been accepted into PhD programs.  Please pray 

for them as they take this next step.

Sarah Babbitt - Loyola University, Chicago
Tad Davis - Auckland University, New Zealand
Daniel Eaton - University of Texas
John Forcey - Texas A&M

Mihretu Guta - University of Durham
James Rhea - University of South Carolina
Ryan West - Baylor University
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Dr. William Lane Craig
 Research Professor of Philosophy

In April, I debated atheist Sam Harris  at the University of Notre Dame. More info available at 

www.reasonablefaith.org. Some of my recent work has  appeared in Zondervan’s  Four Views  on 

Divine Providence, Ashgate’s  God, Eternity and Time, and the Intercollegiate Studies  Institute’s 

book, The Nature of Nature. Finally, some of my current work on divine aseity will be available as  an article 

(“Why Are (Some) Platonists  So Insouciant?) in a forthcoming issue of the British journal, Philosophy. Also, these 

items  are set to be released this year: “Objections  So Bad I Couldn’t Have Made Them Up (or, the World’s  Ten 

Worst Objections  to the Kalam Cosmological Argument)” in Come, Let Us Reason.  Ed. Paul Copan and Wm. L. 

Craig (Broadman & Holman); “Nominalism and Divine Aseity.”   Oxford Studies  in Philosophy of Religion 

(OUP); “God and Abstract Objects” in The Blackwell Companion to Science and Christianity (Wiley-Blackwell).

January-March: As  always, I enjoyed teaching Talbot’s  interterm intensive course on philosophy of religion. 

I also guest lectured at Azuza Pacific on Bart Ehrman’s  erroneous views  of the “historical Jesus.” Later that 

month, I debated Saskatchewan philosopher George Williamson on the question of “Does  God Exist?” and 

participated in various  speaking engagements with Canadian apologist, Michael Horner. I also debated physicist 

Lawrence Krauss  at North Carolina State University on “Is there evidence for God?” and lectured at Boston 

College Law School on the topic, “Is God Necessary for Morality?” For an apologetics  conference in Hawaii, I 

spoke on arguments  for God’s  existence, the relation between science and religion, and God and the objectivity of 

moral values. I also taught an intensive course (in partnership with Biola’s  Christian apologetics  program) at my 

church, Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, on the subject of “God, Time and Creation.” Outreach Magazine named 

On Guard and God is Great, God is Good as their top 2011 resource in apologetics.

October-December 2010: I taught apologetics  for high school seniors  at Impact 360, presented a paper at 

the annual EPS meeting in Atlanta, "Van Inwagen on God and Other Uncreated Beings,” spoke at the “On 

Guard” apologetics  conference in Dallas, Texas  at Denton Bible Church, and contributed to a debate outside of 

Mexico City on the topic, “Does  the Universe Have a Purpose?” where I was  also joined by Doug Geivett and 

Rabbi David Wolpe to debate Michael Shermer, Matt Ridley and, of course, Richard Dawkins. Finally, I did a 

California apologetics  lecture tour to churches  and ReasonableFaith.org chapters  from San Diego to Ventura to 

Sacramento.

http://www.reasonablefaith.org
http://www.reasonablefaith.org
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  Dr. David Horner
 Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Philosophy

Dr. Horner's  book, Mind Your Faith: A Student's  Guide to Thinking and Living Well (IVP 

Academic) will be released in August  (http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/

code=3932).  His  invited article, "C. S. Lewis  is  a Eudaimonist: Response to Goetz," was 

recently published in Christian Scholar’s  Review (Spring, 2011), and his  articles  on "Cardinal Virtues" and 

"Values, Christian" in Encyclopedia of Christian Civilization are scheduled to be published in September.  "Jsou si 

vöechna n·boûenstvÌ rovna," the Czech translations of "Are All Religions  Created Equal?," "The Blind Men and 

the Elephant," and "Getting Clear About Tolerance," three articles  by Dr. Horner originally published in 

Worldwide Challenge, November/December, 1991, were released in the Czech Republic in 2010.

In January, Dr. Horner gave the keynote address, "Aristotle and the End of Education," at Humanities Day, 

Ridgeview Classical Schools  in Fort Collins, Colorado. In March, he and Talbot alumnus, David Turner, 

presented a paper on "The Virtue of Zeal" at the Society of Christian Philosophers  Pacific Regional Meetings, 

George Fox University, Newberg, Oregon.
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 Dr. Scott Rae
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics; Department Chair

I have had a busy writing and speaking schedule these past few months.   I have seen two books 

come out and one other go to press.  The two most recent books  are Outside the Womb: Moral 

Guidance on Assisted Reproduction  (co-authored with Joy Riley, MD), Moody Press, and Business  for the 

Common Good: A Christian Vision for the Marketplace  (co-authored with Kenman L. Wong), IVP Academic.  

Kenman Wong and I also got our third edition of our business  ethics  book Beyond Integrity: A Judeo Christian 

Approach to Business  Ethics to press this  spring--it should be out early next year.  Two other volumes of essays  will 

be out later this  year, to which I contributed.  One is on Human Dignity and Bioethics, to be published by 

Routledge (I have an essay entitled "The Language of Human Dignity and the Abortion Debate"), and Why the 

Church Needs Bioethics, published by Zondervan, (my essay is on "Business Ethics and the Business of  Infertility').  

I have also been speaking around the country helping launch the new DVD series  on ethics  entitled, Doing the 

Right Thing, produced by Chuck Colson. 

  Dr. Garry DeWeese
    Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I thank the Lord for the opportunity to teach at Talbot, surrounded by tremendous  colleagues  in 

the Philosophy Department, and indeed all of Talbot—and challenged by the ever-renewed crop 

of bright, eager, committed students. Last semester I had the joy of being able to teach OT 

Survey as  well as philosophy courses.  The Doctor of Ministry track, “Engaging Mind and Culture” which JP and 

I teach together, has  proved popular; our second cohort began in January, and due to demand, we will begin a 

third cohort in June.   This  spring I taught Environmental Ethics for the MA Apologetics  and MA Science and 

Religion programs.   My book, Doing Philosophy as  a Christian, will be released by InterVarsity Academic in 

August, and I’m finishing up Convergence: Theology, Science, Reality for B&H Academic.

http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/review/code=3932
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Dr. J.P. Moreland
 Distinguished Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I have spoken a number of times  around the country on topics  in philosophy, apologetics  and 

spiritual formation.  I presented a paper on Graham Oppy's critique of Swinburne's  argument for 

God from consciousness  at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Philosophical Society last 

November.  My new website (JPMoreland.com) is  up and running, and it lists the syllabi for two new courses  I will 

be teaching next year.  On the writing front, I just finished “Oppy on the Argument from Consciousness:  A 

Rejoinder,” European Journal for Philosophy of Religion 3:1 (Spring 2011) (forthcoming).   It is  a response to 

Oppy's  review of my book Consciousness  and the Existence of God (Routledge, 2008).   I continue to be very 

actively involved with my precious wife, Hope, at the Anaheim Vineyard church.  JP.

 Dr. Timothy Pickavance
 Associate Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I've been plugging away at writing (with Rob Koons) The Fundamentals  of Metaphysics. The 

process  has  been exciting at times  and frustrating at other times, and both exciting and frustrating 

at still other times! I hope that in some not-too-distant newsletter I'll be able to report that it's  finished! In January, 

as  a way of procrastinating during one of those frustrating times with the book, I wrote a paper about 

philosophical, especially epistemological, methodology, called "Skeptics  Can Win (But Almost Never Will)", which 

is  currently out for review. Finally, Jamie and I have been preparing for the arrival of our second child! She is  due 

in the middle of July, so Jamie and I would appreciate your prayers for her healthy development and delivery, and 

for Lyle's and our adjustment to a family newcomer.

  Dr. Doug Geivett
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I completed a productive sabbatical during the fall semester (2010) and am now teaching two 

graduate seminars, one in the philosophy of religion and the other in religious  epistemology 

(focusing on the recent work of Paul Moser). My writing has been distributed over several projects, 

including work on a textbook in Christian apologetics, chapters  for a book on the "new apostolic reformation" (co-

authored with Holly Pivec), a few projects  that I'm keeping quiet about for the time being, and various  chapters  in 

books  for other people. In the category of "fun writing," Jim Spiegel and I have co-authored an essay on "Beauty: 

A Troubling Reality for the Scientific Naturalist" (for a book edited by Paul Copan and Bill Craig), and I'm 

writing a piece called "God Works  in Mysterious  Ways: The Arc of Religious  Awareness  in Clint Eastwood 

Films" (for an edited book).

During the past six months  I've been involved in public debates  at Northern Arizona University, at Penn 

State, and in Puebla, Mexico. The debate in Mexico was  most interesting. Bill Craig and I teamed with rabbi 

David Wolpe against three atheists: Richard Dawkins, Michael Shermer, and Matt Ridley. For details, enter this 

abbreviated URL in your web browser: http://tinyurl.com/3sn8omm.

http://tinyurl.com/3sn8omm
http://tinyurl.com/3sn8omm
http://tinyurl.com/3sn8omm
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Sudhakar Mondithokas shares: I am right now teaching the M.Div 2nd year students 

at SABC (Southern Asia Bible College), Bangalore. This  is  my final week of 

teaching, and I am teaching "An Introduction to Christian Apologetics." I have 40 

students  (almost all of them, although this  is  an elective). This  is  the 8th year for me 

to teach like this.  Santhi is  doing her first Ph. D course on Christology that a British 

Visiting Professor is  teaching at SAIACS (South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian 

Studies), Bangalore.  Shamuel was  discharged from the hospital (after being there for 

a week) after he was  treated for four different ENT problems  (tonsillitis, sinusitis, ear 

infection, and swollen adenoids). He is  recuperating and resting. We hope he will be 

able to go back to School next week. Please pray that he might not have to undergo tonsillectomy (the doctors  will 

evaluate after two weeks). 

Last week I was  in Varanasi city to give a lecture on Hinduism to a group of Americans  (pastors and lay 

leaders).  For three Saturdays until the last Saturday, I did one and a half hour long live Q&A sessions  in Telugu 

on a Christian TV Station (Rakshna TV) and it is  proving to be a great blessing and people are calling in even 

from other countries  like USA, Kuwait, Dubai, etc. I will be back on this  live show on the Saturday after this  week 

(because this  Saturday I will be doing a full day seminar on Understanding Hinduism and Learning to Build 

Bridges to Hindus that is arranged for Christians in the Marketplace). 

Santhi and I are continuing to teach courses  at HITHA (Hyderabad Institute of Theology and Apologetics) 

that the Lord guided us  to start two years  ago. Santhi is  teaching NT Greek I and I am teaching Intro to 

Christian Apologetics  I and we have six students  in each course (all Christians  in full time secular jobs). Please do 

pray for this  college to be blessed by the Lord in the years  to come. We have classes  only in the evenings  and on 

Saturdays.   Santhi and I spoke in two conferences of Christian in the Marketplace (in January), basically doing 

Bible Expositions  on 1 Corinthians  13 (for days) each was  attended by about 400 people and the Lord blessed the 

ministry greatly.

I will be in the US this year in the month of October for two weeks  after doing a two-day seminar on "Biblical 

Theology of Persecution" for pastors  in Canada and also speaking to the Christian Members  of Parliament in 

Ottawa, Canada. I would love to meet you all and share an update in person at that time if it would be 

convenient for you all.

Please pray for Santhi as  she is  working hard on finishing her commentary on Ruth for the South Asian Bible 

Commentary project (similar to the African Bible Commentary that you would have seen or heard of). She has  to 

send her first full draft by the end of  February. 

We are confident that you will be happy to read this  update, because you all taught us  and equipped us for the 

work we are doing in India and from India.  Please do continue to pray for us. Sudhakar Mondithokas  (’01)
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Albert Chan tells  us: After much prayerful consideration, I have decided 

to take a tenure-track position in the philosophy department at St. 

Ambrose University (Davenport, IA). While it's  a long ways  from the 

west coast, the position fits  me well. The philosophy department 

provides  10 business  ethics  courses  a year for the business  school, and 

the department specifically sought AOS business ethics  as  they would 

like me to help shape its  future curriculum/direction. I would also get 

to teach for the M.A. in Organizational Leadership, M.B.A. program, 

bioethics, and possibly sit on business  dissertation committees. Oh 

and of course the occasional philosophy course ;-).   Thanks  for all your support in the past, present, and future!  

Albert Chan (’97)

Paul Pardi says: Since graduating from Talbot in 1997, I have been teaching 

philosophy at Seattle Pacific University and Green River Community College. 

I’ve taught courses  in metaphysics, ancient philosophy, logic, and an introductory 

philosophy course called “Belief, Morality, and the Modern Mind” where we 

introduce philosophy through contemporary issues. I also run the growing 

blog philosophynews.com. In addition to news  and events  in philosophy, the site 

features essays  and interviews  with popular philosophers. Lately, I’ve interviewed 

Christian philosophers  Paul Moser and C. Stephen Evans. I will be interviewing 

Alvin Plantinga this  spring to talk about his  upcoming book on the new atheism. 

I’ll also be writing a review of that book when it hits the shelves  in the fall.  In 

addition to my work in philosophy, I have worked at the Microsoft Corporation 

for the last 12 years  and also spent a couple of years running my own software development business. Recently 

I’ve written a cool search app for the Windows  Phone 7 platform called Zanykazoo. I live with my wife Megan 

and three children in the greater Seattle area.  I’d love to hear from alumni. You can reach me 

at paulp@spu.edu or follow my tweets at philosophynws.  Paul Pardi (’98)

Gary Osmundsen  writes: I have completed my oral and written comprehensive 

exams  for the Ph.D. in Philosophy at the University of Oklahoma, Norman.  

I will begin working on my dissertation this  summer, which will be on the 

epistemology of disagreement.  I joined the staff of The Center for 

Christian Study International at OU.  As  Rick Howe, director, has said, 

“Our presence on that secular university campus  is  a mustard seed at this 

point, but I have it on the word of someone I trust that mustard seeds  con 

grow into something big!”  We just celebrated the first birthday of our son, 

Joel, on April 30th.  Gary Osmundsen  (’06)
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Ross Inman tells  us: Life is  good out here on the Emerald Isle! I have recently 

just finished my second year of the PhD here at Trinity College Dublin, 

where I had the privilege of teaching a freshmen philosophy course this  past 

year. In addition to teaching, I continue to chip away at my dissertation 

titled “An Essay in Fundamental Mereology.” As  Suzanne and I both love to 

travel, we were delighted to have had the opportunity to travel to Prague 

and Edinburgh this past year.  

Suzanne and I continue to be stretched beyond our natural human 

abilities  when it comes  to ministering to people here in Dublin. Time and time again we have had the joy of 

experiencing first-hand God’s  missional heart to the nations  as  He continues  to use ordinary people like us. Know 

that He is  doing some amazing things  across  the Atlantic! We are both currently enrolled in the discipleship 

program at our church and we are very much enjoying learning from our Irish brothers  and sisters  what it looks 

like to “lose your life” for Jesus  or, as  they like to say here, “We’re just change in God’s pocket, he can spend us 

any way he likes.” All in all, we are starting to think that God has  so much more in store for us  during our time 

here than just a PhD!  Ross Inman (’09)

Greg Bock writes: I became assistant professor of philosophy in 2008 at Walters  State 

Community College in Morristown, Tennessee. This  is  a tenure track job. I am still 

working on my philosophy dissertation at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. Go 

Vols! My dissertation explores  the conflict between certain religious  beliefs  and the 

medical standard of care, and I defend my prospectus  on April 1st, 2011. Heather 

and I have two kids: Clayton (3) and Eva (1), and Heather is  a stay-at-home mom. 

Greg Bock (’04)

Mihretu P. Guta says: I finished my second masters in Science and Religion on 

December 17, 2010. I handed over the Biola Campus  Apologetics  Ministry to 

Brandon Rickabaugh, a philosophy student at Talbot. As of January 2011, I 

became an adjunct faculty at Biola University. I am teaching three Graduate 

level online courses  in the Department of Science and Religion at the School 

of Arts  and Sciences. The courses  I am teaching are: The Origin of Life, 

Human Origins, and World Religions  and Science. On February 22, 2011 I 

gave a three hour lecture on Islam for the Biola Apologetics Program.  

I continued to contribute philosophical articles  to one of the largest 

Christian magazines  in my home country Ethiopia. My fourth article will be 

published entitled, Consumerism and Its  Pitfalls. My second critique entitled 

Neuroscience or Neuroscientism has been published in the Journal of the 

American Scientific Affiliation (March 2011 edition). On March 8, 2011 I 
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presented a paper entitled, Human Nature in the Age of Neuroscience at the Talbot Philosophical Society. I 

recently submitted a book review for the Philosophia Christi Journal. I am also finishing up an article entitled, 

Philosophical Affirmation of the Irrevocable Nature of Salvation with Practical Implications  for the 

Testamentum Imperium, an international theological journal. 

As I write this  note, I am on my way to England to begin my Ph.D studies  in philosophy at the University of 

Durham. My wife, Angie has also been accepted into a Ph.D program at Newcastle University in England. She 

will be specializing in Autism. Our son Pete is also getting ready for the exciting new adventure in England. 

I thank God for the wonderful opportunity of  learning and teaching at Biola.  Mihretu P. Guta 

Andrew Loke shares: One of the most exciting things  that 

happened in 2010 was my first public debate, and what an 

intimidating occasion that was - debating a Muslim 

apologist on the doctrine of the Trinity on 24 February 

2010 in a debate organized by the Muslims at London 

Southbank University, in front of a crowd that is  90% 

Muslim. 

I was  glad that the truth was  vindicated on that 

occasion, and amazed at how God guided the debate, 

especially the Q&A when the apologist was  pressed by one 

audience member to answer one of my main contentions 

that the earliest Christians  in the 1st century could not have regarded Jesus  as  divine if Jesus  Himself never 

indicated that He was  divine. He replied that there were so-called Christian groups, namely the Ebionites  and the 

Arians, who did not believe that Jesus  was  divine. Amazingly, the next question was  directed at me on the same 

issue. In my response, I pointed out that the Ebionites  and Arians  belonged to the 2nd and 4th century 

respectively; there is  no evidence that they existed in the 1st century. What needs to be explained is  how the 

earliest Christians  who knew Jesus  personally and who were  strictly monotheistic Jews  could have worshipped 

Him without disagreement after His  crucifixion and willingness  to die, as  all the historical evidences show. I 

argued that no explanation is  plausible if Jesus  did not indicate that He was  divine and give certain evidences to 

show that He was divine. After the debate, a number of Christians told me how their faith had been edified, and 

a number of  Muslims asked me for further information about Christianity.

My PhD thesis under the supervision of Professor Alister McGrath is  on two of the most challenging aspects 

of the Christian faith, namely how Jesus  could possibly be truly human and truly divine at the same time (the 

coherence of the incarnation); and what reasons  are there for thinking that the incarnation really happened in 

history. Each of these topics (coherence and historical basis) is  a huge area of research, and a great number of 

theologians and philosophers over the last 2000 years  have thought and written about this  issue. Moreover, this 

thesis  is  interdisciplinary in nature, involving the fields  of systematic theology, philosophy of religion, New 

Testament studies, historical theology, apologetics, and other religions (Islam, Judaism). 
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Thus, finishing this  thesis  is  like doing research for two PhD theses  involving five different academic disciplines 

in a highly demanding secular university in two years. Hence, I was  often working up to 12 hours  a day, and by 

God’s  grace, I managed to submit my thesis  in January 2011, two years  after commencing my PhD in January 

2009. I would like to share the good news  that I just passed my PhD examination on 22nd of March. Praise the 

Lord! The thesis  is  now titled “In defense of the incarnation: historical basis  and coherence.” Please pray that it 

will be published, and that it would result in the strengthening of Christians, the unity of believers, and the 

coming to faith of  many unbelievers.

Additionally, in my two years  of study I published four articles, including two with Cambridge University Press 

in the journal Religious  Studies, one with Oxford University Press  in The Journal of Theological Studies  (this 

article defends  the historical argument for the bodily resurrection of Jesus: http://jts.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/

reprint/flp093?ijkey=vMC5UJ0KHNydHHf&keytype=ref), and one in Neue Zeitschrift für Systematische 

Theologie und Religionsphilosophie defending the coherence of  the incarnation.

God has  helped me through the Brash Trust and through amazing practical and spontaneous financial 

assistance from many brothers  and sisters at All Soul’s  Langham Place and Macedonia BP church. The finances 
helped to support the living expenses of  my wife and three children. 

Finally, I wouldn’t have been able to finish my PhD in two years  without the excellent teaching I received in 

the M.A. Philosophy of Religion program at Talbot. All the professors  are like fathers  and friends to me; they 

mentored me, corrected me, equipped me, challenged me, and cheered me on. They are heroes  in God’s 

kingdom.

Looking back at the last four years, from my Master in California to my PhD in London, we are overwhelmed 

with thankfulness  for how God has  led us, and how we have experienced Him. Wherever you are in your life’s 

journey, we pray that you would experience God’s presence by committing your life to Him.  Andrew Loke (’08)

We are headed to Texas!   I have taken the position of Assistant 

Professor of Philosophy and Christian Apologetics  at The College at 
Southwestern (the undergraduate Great Books  program at 

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary).   I will be defending 

my dissertation in June at the University of Iowa.  My dissertation is 
entitled “A Defense of Internalist Foundations:   Direct Awareness  of 

Fit as  the Solution to All  Sellarsian Dilemmas.”   I defend an 
acquaintance theory of justification and argue that we are 

acquainted with (or directly aware of) the fit that holds  between our 

foundational judgments and our phenomenal states, where correspondence is the upper limit of  fit. 
Shari has  served on the board of the women’s ministry at our church and we together led the graduate student 

fellowship this  last year.  We have also been blessed with our third daughter, Emery Ann, this  past Spring.  This  is 
all a testament to the goodness  of God.   I’m not sure we could have done five years  of grad school, working three 

jobs, with young children without his  supply.   Words  cannot express  how blown away we have been by God’s 

continual and rich providence every step of the way on this  journey (if anyone would like our strategies  for 
surviving grad school with kids, please drop a line at travisshari@gmail.com). Travis Dickinson (‘06)
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MA Philosophy Communication Form
Please Let us Know How We Can Better Serve You

Mail to:
Talbot Department of Philosophy
13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90639

Name: ________________________    Email: ___________________________    Phone: ________________

Address: ________________________________        City, State, ZIP:_________________________________

  ❑ I will commit to praying for the MA Phil Program. Please regularly send me a list of  prayer requests.

  ❑ I would like to give financially to the MA Phil Program. Enclosed is my check made to Biola for $_________.
  ❑ Effective on _______________, my contact information changes to the following:

  ❑ Please send me information on giving to MA Philosophy using EFT (automatic debit).

✁

I hope you've enjoyed this  edition of With All Your Mind. I trust that Garrett Pendergraft's  account of his 

journey from Talbot to his  current role teaching at Pepperdine left you encouraged by what he's  doing. We are so 

excited about our grads  and alumni who are getting teaching positions  in major universities  around the country, 

publishing books, impacting students  on university campuses  and taking the life of the mind to the local church 

and parachurch ministries. We are so delighted to see the many different forms of service that are taking shape in 

their lives.  Please pray for them by name when you have occasion to remember them and their work.

Please pray for our upcoming grant application to a major foundation for funding our program's  expansion 

over the next few years.  Regardless of how that turns  out, we still need regular support from our alumni and other 

partners  in our ministry.  Would you consider a regular monthly gift to support our students  and faculty.  We need 

roughly $30,000 per year to support the ministry to which we believe God has  called us.  Would you consider 

being part of that team of individuals  and families  who are investing in the next generation of philosophers  who 

will impact the university and the church?  We now offer the ability to debit an account you choose on a monthly 

basis, and have it done automatically, if that would be of interest to you. You can visit http://giving.biola.edu/

giving-ideas/giving-by-electronic-funds-transfer-eft/ for more information and to download the form we need to 

set this  up. You can also send your one-time check or monthly donations  directly to our department using the 

communication form below. Please make your checks  payable to Biola University.   We so appreciate your 

involvement with us in prayer and financially.  

We hope you enjoy a restful and refreshing summer!

Serving the Kingdom together,

Scott B. Rae
Department Chair
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