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With All  Your Mind

From One Millennium Onto Another: Two 
Decades of Talbot Philosophy

by Gail Neal

Spring 2012 marked the 20th 

year for the Philosophy program 

at Talbot. And we celebrated!!  

On April 28, along with the 

Talbot Philosophical Society’s 

annual Spring Conference, we 

had a reception and banquet to 

commemorate the occasion.

Faculty, current students, and 

alumni gathered for a reception 

on the garden roof of the new 

Talbot building. We then moved 

t o t h e b e a u t i f u l A n d re w s 

Conference Room in Talbot East 

for dinner. Approximately 130 

students, faculty, alumni, and 

special guests were present.

Scott Rae began the program 

with a welcome and intro-

ductions.

We enjoyed hearing from four 

of our alumni who are using their 

philosophy degrees in different 

careers  to which God has  called 

them:  Sean McDowell, Jonathan 

Morrow, Russell DiSilvestro and 

Jamey Pappas.

Sean McDowell (‘03) is  a 

teacher in a Christian high school 

in southern California.  He has  a 

dynamic ministry among his 

students  as  he said, “Students  are 

capable of far more than our 

culture gives  them credit for.” He 

led off our speakers  at the 

banquet, telling us  how the MA 

Philosophy program equipped 

him to equip his  students  to have 

good apologetics  when sharing 

their lives  and their Lord with 

others.  He also answered the call 

to debate about “whether you 

need to believe in God to be 

good.”  Dr. Geivett had advised 

him to “trust his training.” He has 

also learned from notes he has 

from Dr. Craig’s  debate class  and 

has  had opportunities  to face 

others in debate. He and Brett 

Kunkle (Stand to Reason) have 

taken students to witness  for 

Christ in Berkeley, Salt Lake City, 

and mosques  in L.A. He is 

grateful for the influence of the 

MA Phil program in his  scholar-

ship and in his life.
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Jonathan Morrow (’07) has 

been serving for five years  as  an 

equipping pastor of a local 

c h u r c h i n M u r f r e e s b o r o , 

Tennessee.  He says  that what he 

experienced here at Talbot is 

relevant every day as  he works 

with his  congregat ion. He 

encouraged current philosophy 

students  to “slow down and drink 

deeply” from what they are 

currently experiencing. They 

should not be too anxious  to 

move on to what is  next. As a 

minister preaching or teaching, 

one of his  main emphases is  to 

help his  people give a reason for 

what they believe. He is  grateful 

for the investment that our faculty 

made in his  life and the impact it 

is  having on people our faculty 

will never meet. The bottom line 

is that “truth matters.”

Russell DiSilvestro (’01) is  a 

member of the facul ty at 

California State University, 

Sacramento as  assistant professor 

of philosophy. He received his 

PhD from Bowling Green in 

2006.  In addition to his  teaching, 

he organizes  speakers  for the 

Philosophy Department and for 

their Ethics  Center. He is  on 

several institutional review boards 

for Sacramento hospitals. He is 

also coordinator of a symposium 

of which he was  the first speaker 

on how to deal 

with contro-

v e r s y o v e r 

p o l a r i z i n g 

issues.  He has 

d e b a t e d a n 

atheist on the 

faculty several 

times. He is  teaching Bioethics, 

will be the director of the Ethics 

Center, and serves  in many other 

ways. He says  that Talbot 

prepared him well for his  PhD 

studies.  He has  also had many 

opportunities  to see the repu-

tation of Talbot’s  philosophy 

p rog ram in the academic 

community. He has  seen that 

Talbot is  not only a community of 

scholars  but also a community of 

disciples  of Christ. He has  met 

with other Talbot philosophy 

grads  at APA to pray as  they are 

applying for jobs, sometimes  even 

for the same position. He senses 

the impact o f the Ta lbot 

philosophy program in every 

aspect of  his life and service.

Jamey Pappas  (’98) serves  at 

California Polytechnic University, 

San Luis  Obispo with Campus 

Crusade for Christ and has  been 

with CCC for 23 years.  He works 

with students  to influence them 

for Chr i s t whi l e they are 

preparing for their life’s  work. He 

decided to become a part of the 

Talbot Philosophy program 

because it shares  the same vision 

as  Campus  Crusade. There has 

been a significant growth in Cal 

Poly’s  CCC group since he started 

with 150 students. It is  numbering 

nearly 1000 today. There are 

many Christian kids  attending 

Cal Poly. His  desire is to equip 

them through evangelism and 

discipleship so they can follow 

Christ and pass  it on. He 

encourages  them to go deep in 

their faith while there.  They have 

been having Veritas  Forums, 

which show students  that you can 

be a Christian and use your mind 
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and intellect. The philosophy 

program borrows  their speakers 

such as  Alvin Plantinga when they 

come to campus. They have also 

started the Swanson Study Center 

with books  and resources  that 

students  are unable to get 

anywhere else. They also teach 

classes  that they hope will one day 

be offered for credit. There are 

discussion groups, opportunities 

to engage atheists  on campus, and 

panels  where he has  debated 

various  topics. He is  grateful for 

his  time at Talbot for the daily 

influence it has  had on him as  he 

uses his  heart for Christ to 

minister to the students  and the 

university at large.

We were also pleased to hear 

from others by audio and tape:  

Dr. William Lane Craig, Dr. 

Barry Corey, and alumnus, John 

Basie. Garry DeWeese and Tim 

Pickavance read other messages, 

which were sent from several 

alumni who were unable to 

attend. 

Scott Rae and JP Moreland 

concluded the evening by giving a 

history of the 20 years  of the 

program at Talbot and a charge 

to keep the movement going.  

They worked together to plan the 

movement, which was unusual for 

a school in the Christian College 

Coalition. The movement was 

started with four values: 1) a com-

mitment to loving, passionately, 

Jesus  Christ and being people of 

character, 2) a commitment to the 

world of ideas  and the life of the 

mind, using philosophy, 3) a 

des i re to have a sense of 

community, and 4) a commitment 

to being a Christian activist. They 

were given three years by Talbot’s 

dean at the time to make it viable. 

They began by setting a goal 

of sending 100 students  to study 

in PhD programs in 20 years  and 

to prepare graduates to work in 

various ministries. They also 

wanted to publish in secular, 

scholarly, publishing houses  and 

journals, eventually influencing 

the textbook market as  well. 

Talbot now has about 350 

graduates  with approximately 150 

students  who have pursued 

further graduate studies  and 

another 2/3 of graduates  who are 

doing something else other than 

a c a d e m i c s . W h a t e ve r t h e 

occupation, the purpose of Talbot 

Philosophy is  to give students 

some of the tools  they need to 

integrate their faith with life’s 

most important questions. Drs. 

Rae and Moreland commented 

on how encouraged they are to 

see that this  is  happening in the 
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variety of things  that graduates 

are doing.

With the additions of Doug 

Geivet t , Bi l l Craig, Garry 

DeWeese, and Tim Pickavance, 

the program has  grown both in 

size as  well as in opportunities  to 

enrich the students  with the fine 

training that is  happening at 

Talbot. Dr. Geivett chaired the 

program for most of its  first 

decade and joined the faculty at 

an important time. His  con-

tribution was  indispensable in 

terms of providing leadership and 

structure to the program. Dr. 

Geivett also represented superbly 

and still does to this  day in the 

philosophical guild, namely EPS.  

Dr. Craig gave us a recognized 

world-class  scholar and debater 

who dramtically extended the 

reach of the program inter-

nationally.  Bill continues to teach 

every interterm and even though 

he is  not on campus  regularly he 

is  a highly valued member of the 

Talbot team, representing Talbot 

and Biola around the world.  

Talbot was  also fortunate to 

bring on Dr. DeWeese and Dr. 

Horner at roughly the same time 

to fill some critical holes  in the 

department’s  expertise. They have 

both a l so assumed a very 

important pastoral role to 

students. The value of that 

contribution would be hard to 

overstate. Finally, with the 

addition of Tim Pickavance, 

Talbot has  begun the transition of 

t h e p ro g r a m t o t h e n e x t 

generation of faculty. Tim is 

considered a critical part of the 

next 20 years of  the program.

Finally, Dr. Rae asked of Dr. 

M o r e l a n d w h a t Ta l b o t ’ s 

philosophy program is  looking 

forward to in the next 20 years.  

The goal is  to continue to have 

100-120 students  at a time and to 

continue sending them on to PhD 

studies  as  well as  serve in other 

ministries  and occupations.  

There are 23 PhD’s in philosophy 

on the Biola faculty, all of whom 

strive to stay faithful in what they 

are doing. Dr. Rae asked for 

prayer that Talbot would have a 

greater global influence with what 

is  going on here, and noted that 

he would also like to see Talbot 

publish more widely.

Dr. Rae thanked those at the 

banquet who have been donors  to 

the program. They are an 

important part of making sure 

Talbot can continue doing what it 

is  doing right. Dr. Moreland 

closed with a charge that all those 

present be faithful to the Lord 

Jesus  and to the Scriptures. He 

encouraged them to keep their 

hearts  passionate for the Triune 

God. Drs. Pickavance and 

DeWeese closed the evening in 

prayer.

If you would like an audio of 

the evening’s  program, contact 

Gail Neal at gail.neal@biola.edu.  

The CD is $5. 
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 The 20th Anniversary Banquet was  preceded by the annual Talbot Philosophical Society Spring 

conference. For this  year’s  conference, we were fortunate enough to have professors  Daniel Bonevac and Robert 

Koons, from the University of Texas at Austin, as  our keynote speakers. Dr. Koons  was  the first Keynote presenter, 

reading his  paper entitled “The 

Grim Reaper Paradox and the 

Kalam Cosmological Argument.” 

Dr. Bonevac was  the second 

Keynote speaker, offering a 

p re s e n t a t i o n o f h i s  p a p e r 

“Generally Kantian Ethics.” 

  

And, as  usual, we were graced with 

former Alumni presenting their own 

current work. Michael Lopez of UCLA 

presented his  paper “Some Thoughts on 

Non-Propositional Belief and Bad Gettier 

Cases”; Andrew Bailey of Notre Dame 

presented his  work “A Moral Argument for Animalism”; and Daniel Eaton 

of the University of Texas at Austin presented his  paper “A New Cost for 

Denying Closure.”

Spring Talbot Philosophy Conference
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Dr. William Lane Craig
 Research Professor of Philosophy

July:

• Plenary speaker at Oklahoma “On Guard” Apologetics Conference (with Biola colleague Doug 

Geivett).

May:

• Speaking tour in Nordic countries, including Finland, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. The highlight of  our 

time in Finland was my debate at the University of  Helsinki with the outspoken atheist Professor of  

Theoretical Physics Kari Enqvist on the topic “Can the Universe Exist without God?” The second highlight 

I want to mention is my debate on “Does God Exist?” with Dr. Klemens Kappel, a philosophy professor at 

the University of  Copenhagen and a well-known public voice for atheism in Denmark. The third highlight 

of  this tour that I want to mention was my public lecture at the University of  Bergen, Norway, on “God Is 

Not a Delusion.”

• Lectures and workshops in philosophy, theology and apologetics for the European Leadership Forum.

March:

• Brazil: In São Paulo and Rio, spoke at a theology conference, church conference for pastors and 

parishioners, preached multiple times, and did some lectures at some secular universities. Fuller report at 

ReasonableFaith.org.

• Lecture at Veritas Forum (University of  Central Florida).

February:

• Taught a “Philosophical Issues in the Kalam Cosmological Argument” at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church as 

an extension course for Biola’s graduate program in Christian apologetics.

Writing:

• I’ve completed an article entitled “Divine Self-Existence” for the book Metaphysical Disputations, edited by 

Daniel Novotny for Routledge in the U.K.  My article “Perils of  the Open Road,” co-authored with David 

Hunt against Open Theism and its denial of  God’s foreknowledge, has been accepted for publication in 

Faith and Philosophy.  Meanwhile my article “God and Abstract Objects” has just appeared in the 

impressive Blackwell Companion to Science and Christianity published by Wiley-Blackwell.

• Contributor to the Winter 2012 issue of  Philosophia Christi, which features a stimulating discussion on 

“God and Abstract Objects.”

• A chapter on Molinism appears in Molinism: The Contemporary Debate (Oxford).

• Co-edited with Paul Copan and contributed to Come, Let us Reason (Broadman and Holman).

More info available at ReasonableFaith.org.



FALLWITH ALL YOUR MIND	 Spring 2012

NEWSLETTER OF TALBOT’S MA PHILOSOPHY PROGRAM	
 PAGE 7

  Dr. Garry DeWeese
    Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

During the spring semester, Dr. DeWeese  published an article entitled “Theology and Science: 

Converging on Reality,” in Christian Research Journal.  He led an apologetics  seminar at a church 

in Hermosa Beach; served on Biola University's  Creation Stewardship Committee; participated in 

a panel discussion of "Resolving Bible Difficulties" (with Dr. Alan Hultberg and Dr. Mark Saucy); led three 

seminars  titled "Empirical Skepticism: Why the Success  of Science has  made Religious  Belief Suspect," at the 

National Ministry Conference sponsored by Talbot's  Doctor of Ministry program; and continues  to serve as  Vice 

President of  the Evangelical Philosophical Society.

 Dr. Timothy Pickavance
 Associate Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Since the last newsletter, Rob Koons  and I have been pecking away at the Metaphysics: The 

Fundamentals  (which is  still in the editorial process), and I've been working solo on a few 

different papers. First, a paper about bare particulars; second, a paper about epistemological methodology; and 

third, a paper about the epistemology of disagreement. The first two are almost ready to go out for review, and 

the third is  in its  infancy. But in April,  I delivered a paper called "Religiously Violating Independence" at the 

Killeen Chair Conference on Religious  Disagreement, which is  an ancestor of that third paper. I also had the 

opportunity this  Spring to teach a six week Sunday school class  about engaging culture at my church. My hope is 

to turn the materials from this class into a short book, with the help of  a theologian friend here at Biola.

  Dr. David Horner
 Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Philosophy

Dr. Horner has  been on Seventh Semester Leave. He has  been spending his  time writing and 

speaking, and will return to teach classes in Fall 2012.

  Dr. Doug Geivett
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

Dr. Geivett Has  been traveling and speaking extensively this  semester, in addition to his teaching 

load.  He will have the updates for us in the fall newsletter.
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Dr. J.P. Moreland
 Distinguished Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics

I have spoken in 190 different venues  during the last few months. Here are some of the papers  I 

have delivered: “Oppy on the Argument from Consciousness: A Rejoinder,” delivered at the 

Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Philosophical Society, San Francisco, CA, November 16, 2011. “Bioethics, 

Substance Dualism and the Argument from Self-Awareness,” delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical 

Philosophical Society, San Francisco, CA, November 17, 2011. “A Conceptual Argument for Substance Dualism,” 

delivered at the Annual Meeting of  the Evangelical Philosophical Society, San Francisco, CA,

November 18, 2011. “A Conceptual Argument for Substance Dualism,” delivered at the Annual Meeting of the 

AAR/SBL, San Francisco, CA, November 19, 2011. “Integration and the Christian Professor,” delivered at 

Vanguard University, Costa Mesa, CA, March 7, 2012. “The Nature of Consciousness  and the Soul”, 

“Christianity and Science,” delivered at Bethel College, Mishawaka, Indiana, March 14-16. "The Soul and Life 

after Death," delivered at the Greer-Heard Conference, New Orleans  Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans, 

Louisiana, April 13, 2012.   Recent articles  accepted for publication are: “God and the Argument from 

Consciousness: A Response to Lim,” European Journal for Philosophy of Religion 3/2 (Autumn 2011 

(forthcoming) and “A Conceptual Argument for Substance Dualism,” Religious Studies (forthcoming).

 Dr. Scott Rae
 Professor of Philosophy of Religion & Ethics; Department Chair

Dr. Rae was please to see the third edition of Beyond Integrity come out this  spring. He spent a 

good bit of the semester on the Talbot Dean Search Committee that picked our next dean. He has 

also been involved with the Kern Foundation Grant for Talbot that centers  on a theology of work and vocation.  

Part of that was  speaking for pastor’s  luncheons, which he did with Kent Edwards entitled, “Preaching 9-5” with 

75–80 pastors  on two occasions. He was  a faculty member at Acton University, connected with the Acton Institute 

in Michigan this  summer. He also spoke at the nation-wide Justice Conference in Oregon, (sponsored by the 

church pastored by Ken Wytsma, one of our graduates). He was  also a participant in the second annual Faith and 

Work Conference, sponsored by the Institute for Faith Work and Economics  in Washington D.C. He continues to 

consult for ethics  at Western Medical Center in Santa Ana. He spoke at a business  ethics  seminar for business 

people in Austin, Texas. He gave lectures  on the Integration of Faith and Economics  at the Rivendell Academy in 

Minneapolis. His  next book project is  “Doing the Right Thing: Cultivating a Life of Virtue” based on the Chuck 

Colson film series by the same title, due out in Spring 2013.
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Mihretu P. Guta says: Things  are going very well with my PhD 

studies  here at Durham University in the UK. By God’s  grace, I 

am halfway through one-third of my thesis  draft on the 

“Metaphysics  of Personal Identity”. I continue to have excellent 

support from my supervisors  as  well as  the postgraduate 

community at large. I am also enjoying teaching “Knowledge and 

Reality” at the Department of  Philosophy.

I continue to teach online courses  for Reasons  to Believe. Last 

semester, I taught two courses: “Origin of Life” and “Science and 

World Religions”. This semester, I taught an intensive online course, “Introduction to Logic”.

Recently I gave a talk at Durham University Undergraduate Philosophical Society. The topic of my talk was 

“Does  Philosophical Naturalism Make Belief in God Unreasonable?” I had a great time giving an hour long 

presentation followed by an hour long Q&A.

On April 24th I will be presenting the summary of my entire PhD thesis  for the postgraduate community as 

well as the academic staff  here at Durham University.

I am also scheduled to give a talk at the Eidos  Postgraduate Philosophical Society at Durham University on 

May 17th and June 14th.  I will be giving a talk on two topics: 1) “The Metaphysical Limitations  of Neuroscience 

in Establishing Personhood”; and 2) “Bridging Aristotle’s View of Substance in the Categories  and Metaphysics”. 

I am looking forward to it.

I continue to publish philosophical articles in one of the largest magazines  in Ethiopia. Recently I submitted 

an article on the “Misuse of  Quantum Mechanics” which will be published in June 2012.

On another note, my wife Angie is  also making an excellent progress  with her PhD studies  with very good 

support from her supervisors. Her thesis  proposal has  been approved and is  in the process of the ethics  committee 

approval. Currently she is working on the literature review.

Our son Pete is  enjoying preschool and is  making friends there, as  well as  with some of our neighbors. He 

loves to read and has  quite a sharp mind. He also loves reading his short Bible stories. He continues  to amaze us 

with his questions about the Bible and God, among other things.

I would like to congratulate the Talbot Philosophy Department as  it celebrates  the 20th Anniversary. The 

rigor and the quality of the training of the Philosophy Department are truly unique in preparing students  for 

doctoral studies. This  has  become evident in my own intellectual pursuit as  a PhD student. As  a graduate of 

Talbot, I would once again like to express  my deep indebtedness  to my former professors. May the Lord continue 

to use this department to widen its influence to establish His kingdom! –Mihretu P. Guta (’09)
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Charity Anderson is  defending her dissertation at Saint Louis  University this 

Spring and has  accepted a three year postdoctoral research fellowship with 

the New Insights and Directions for Religious  Epistemology Project at 

Oxford University. Her husband, Matthew Anderson, will be starting an MA 

degree in Theology at Oxford in the fall. –Charity (Mealman) Anderson 

(’06)

Meredith Conrow tells  us: My husband Alan (Biola ’02, Talbot '05) and I live in 

South Lyon, Michigan where we've been for 3 1/2 years. We have three kids: 

Adeline (5), Evelyn (3), and Ian (6 months).   In March Alan was ordained a 

Pastor in the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church and 

installed as  Assistant Pastor 

at Fellowship Evangelical Presbyterian Church where he has  a 

thriving ministry to youth and families.   We recently bought a 

house and I stay at home with the kids  and do some freelance 

editing on the side, mostly on thesis  projects  for Doctor of 

Ministry students.   I'm also involved in the worship ministry at 

our church. –Meredith (Hicks) Conrow (Biola ’03)

Dale and Jonalyn Fincher  are celebrating the 7th year of Soulation 

with a sabbatical from speaking.   During this  year, they've 

found themselves  reading and writing more, gathering more 

team players  and writers into their ministry. Soulation.org has 

become their long-term ministry work.  Currently Soulation 

reaches  75,000 each year.  A three-course meal of spirituality, 

Soulation offers  resources  like MyFaithHurdle.org, a blog that 

allows questioning believers and skeptics  to air out their hidden 

questions  in a community of love and intellectual rigor.  Dale 

leads a team of ten writers  to talk about faith in a complicated 

world (BreakfastReading.org) and apologetics  and soul formation (PositivelyHuman.org). Jonalyn continues  to 

write her blog, the jewel of Soulation's  reach drawing 12,000 unique visitors  last year, (RubySlippers.org a sparkly 

combination of faith and feminism).  Their son, Finn, turns  two this Spring and keeps  them grounded and 

thereby more appropriately human. –Dale (’02) and Jonalyn (’03) Fincher
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Josh Rasmussen says: I’ve completed my Ph.D. program at the University of  Notre Dame, and 

was just hired to teach philosophy at your rival – Azusa Pacific University! My wife is also 1 

month before birth with our daughter, and she, my son (he’s 3) and I are excited for what lies 

ahead. –Josh Rasmussen (‘04)

Ross Inman tells  us: All is  well here on the 

Emerald Isle as I am approaching the end of 

my third year of the PhD program here at 

Trinity College, Dublin. I am making 

progress  on my dissertation “An Essay in 

Fundamental Mereology” which defends a 

grounding-based conception of the structure 

of material objects. I am also delighted to 

have been given the opportunity to 

participate in a  project at Oxford called 

“Power Structuralism in Ancient Ontologies” during the 2012 academic year. The project focuses  on integrating 

the insights  of ancient metaphysics (particularly the notions of substance, causal powers, and the metaphysics of 

structure) with contemporary metaphysics. As  the areas  in contemporary metaphysics largely overlap with my 

own research I was  thrilled to be asked to be a part of the project this  year. I was  also fortunate enough to have a 

few papers  accepted for  publication, one in the journal Metaphysica  titled “Why So  Serious? Non-Serious 

Presentism and the Problem of Cross-Temporal Relations” (a version of my PhD writing sample) and the other in 

a  forthcoming book Metaphysics: Aristotelian, Scholastic, Analytic (Ontos Verlag) titled “Essential Dependence, 

Truthmaking, and Mereology:  Then and Now”. The book includes  contributions  by Peter van Inwagen, 

Jonathan Lowe, and Michael Loux. Very exciting indeed!

My wife and I continue to be blessed by our church family here in Dublin. Suzanne has  recently taken on a 

significant leadership role heading up one of our church's  primary compassion ministries; we also continue to 

enjoy co-leading a prayer ministry together. On top of it all, this  June we celebrate 6 years  of marriage! While we 

are enjoying our time here in Ireland, we can definitely say that we dearly miss  our Talbot family and are 

absolutely delighted to continue to witness  from a distance what God is  doing in and through Biola. –Ross 

Inman (’09)
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✁

MA Philosophy Communication Form
Please Let us Know How We Can Better Serve You

Mail to:
Talbot Department of Philosophy
13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90639

Name: ________________________    Email: ___________________________    Phone: ________________

Address: ________________________________        City, State, ZIP:_________________________________

  ❑ I will commit to praying for the MA Phil Program. Please regularly send me a list of  prayer requests.

  ❑ I would like to give financially to the MA Phil Program. Enclosed is my check made to Biola for $_________.
  ❑ Effective on _______________, my contact information changes to the following:

  ❑ Please send me more information on giving to MA Philosophy using EFT (automatic debit).

 We hope you’re enjoying our current edition of With All Your Mind.  If you couldn’t make it to our 20th 
Anniversary celebration,  you missed out!!   It was a great evening and we’ve devoted this issue of the newsletter to 
documenting all that God has done over the past 20 years in our program.  It was so encouraging to hear from our grads—we 
realize that we could have asked any number of grads to speak, but the four we picked all did a great job.  You can catch a 
summary of what they talked about in the article in this issue and if you want to hear more, the audio CD of the evening is 
available for a modest $5!  It’s  well worth it!  It was also wonderful to see so many  alums who came back to celebrate with us
— I only wish the time to catch up with them could have been longer.  We were especially grateful to see our alums interact 
with our current students  and to see how our students  were encouraged by what God is  doing in the lives of our alums.  It was 
so much fun to tell the story of how the program began and how God has been so faithful to us.   Special thanks to the 
Fieldstead Foundation for helping provide the funding for that special evening.
 As you may know, for some time our program specifically has been raising our own funding to take care of things  
such as additional travel to conferences for both faculty and students,  books  and professional memberships for faculty, and 
some scholarships for students.  The giving for the program has fallen off given the state of the economy in the past few years.  
Some of you continue to respond very generously to our financial needs,  for which we are deeply appreciative.  Your giving is 
a critical component to accomplish what we believe God has  set in front of us—to equip students  to represent a Christian 
worldview in the church, the academy and the culture at large.
 If you have been giving to help support our program, or just began giving in the past few months, now more than 
ever, we are so appreciative of your financial support.  We simply could not do this were it not for your continued support.  If 
you have not been giving to our program, this is a critical time—would you seriously consider starting to support us—with 
something like $25-50/month,  or with a one-time gift that would be an investment in the program?  Many of our alums 
support the program and we would be so grateful if you would join them in supporting us financially—I know it’s challenging 
to consider at this time, but we would be very thankful to have you join us in this way.
 We now offer the ability to give monthly by debit with automatic withdrawal, if that would be of interest to you. You 
can visit http://giving.biola.edu/giving-ideas/giving-by-electronic-funds-transfer-eft/ for more information and to download 
the form we need to set this up. You can also send your one-time check or monthly donations directly to our department using 
the communication form below. Please make your checks  payable to Biola University.  We so appreciate your involvement 
with us in prayer and financially.  

Serving the Kingdom together,

Scott B. Rae
Department Chair
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