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EDUCATION 
 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (1989-96). Ph.D. in Theology with a New Testament 

Concentration. Dissertation: “The Salvation-Historical Implications of Matthew 24-25 in Light 
of Jewish Apocalyptic Literature” (Mentor: Dr. Scot McKnight).  Graduation, June, 1996. 
Deerfield, Illinois. 

 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (1986-89). Th.M. in New Testament.  Th.M. Papers: “The 

Personal Relationship between Jesus Christ and God in 1 Peter,” and “Hellenistic Sacrifice and 1 
Corinthians 10:20-21.”  Graduation, June, 1989. Deerfield, Illinois. 

 
Lutheran Brethren Seminary (1983-86). Master of Divinity. Senior Paper: “An Introduction and 

Response to the Historical Critical Method.” Graduation, June, 1986. Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 
Awards: Highest Ranking Senior. 

 
Moorhead State University (1981-83). Bachelor of Science, Social Studies Education. Graduation, May, 

1983. Moorhead, Minnesota. 
Awards: Summa Cum Laude; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. 

 
Fergus Falls Community College (1978-80). Associate of Arts. Graduation, May, 1980. Fergus Falls, 

Minnesota. 
Awards: Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. 

 
Hillcrest Lutheran Academy (1975-78). Graduation, June, 1978. Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 

Awards: Salutatorian; National Honor Society; Johnny Samuelsen Award (character). 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Talbot School of Theology, La Mirada, California. 

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies (2003-present) 
Courses Taught:  New Testament History and Literature; Jesus’ Life and Ministry; The 

New Testament Use of the Old Testament (biblical studies seminar) 
 
Trinity College, Trinity International University, Deerfield, Illinois. 

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies (1996-2003) 
Courses Taught:  Understanding the New Testament; Elementary Greek I, II; 

Intermediate Greek I, II; Life of Christ; New Testament Church (Book 
of Acts); Christian Evidences; The New Testament Use of the Old 
Testament (biblical studies seminar); Historical Jesus (honors seminar) 

 
North Park University, Chicago, Illinois. 

Adjunct Faculty (1995-97; intermittent) 



Course Taught:  Introduction to Biblical Studies (freshman level introduction to the entire 
Bible) 

 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois. 

Adjunct Faculty for the Grading of New Testament Extension Courses (1991- present) 
Courses Graded:  Sermon on the Mount; Pastoral Epistles; Gospels/Life of Christ; 

Romans; Gospel of Luke; NT Introduction 
 

New Testament Teaching Fellow (1987-1988) 
Courses Taught:  Elementary Greek I, II; Review Greek  

 
Graduate Assistant to Dr. Walter Liefeld (1986-87)  

 
Bethel Lutheran Brethren Church, Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 

Director of Youth (1983-86) 
 
OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 
First Evangelical Free Church, Fullerton, California 

Adult Sunday School Teacher (2010-) 
Senior Pastor Search Committee (2011-) 

 
North Hills Church, Brea, California 
 Adult Sunday School Teacher; Occasional Pulpit Supply (2006-09) 
 
Doctor of Ministry Guest Lecturer 
 Day-long lecturer on the biblical theology of discipleship (June, 2007, 2010) 
 
Libertyville Covenant Church, Libertyville, Illinois. 

Adult Sunday School Teacher (1997-2003) 
 
Orange County Metro Area 

Periodic Pulpit Supply (2005-) 
 
Arlington Heights Evangelical Free Church, Arlington Heights, Illinois. 

Adult Sunday School Teacher (Spring, 2002) 
 
Chicago Metro Area 

English as a Second Language Tutor (1991-1995) 
 
West Fargo High School, West Fargo, North Dakota. 

Student Teacher (Winter, 1983) 
Courses Taught: World History; American History; Russian History 

 
Bible Camp Counselor 
 Inspiration Point Bible Camp, Clitherall, Minnesota (Summers, 1977-80). 
 Warm Beach Bible Camp, Stanwood, Washington (Summer, 1982). 
 
Bristol Bay, Alaska 

Commercial Fisherman (Summers, 1986-1995) 
 

 
 
 



AWARDS AND GRANTS 
 
Award of Excellence in Teaching (2006): Awarded by Biola University 
Award of Excellence in Mentoring (2010): Awarded by Biola University 
Professor of the Year (2005, 2010): Awarded by Biola’s Alumni Association and Senior Classes 
Teacher of the Year (2000): Awarded by Trinity College 
Who’s Who Among Teachers (2001-2007, 2011) 
Sabbatical (Fall, 2003; Spring, 2011): Awarded by Talbot School of Theology 
Study Leave (Spring, 2007): Awarded by Talbot School of Theology 
Reduced Load Grant (Spring, 2009): Awarded by Talbot School of Theology/Biola University 
Research Grants (January, 2007; January, 2008; January, 2010): Awarded by Biola University 
Curriculum Development Grants (Summer, 1997; summer, 2001): Awarded by Trinity College 
Ph.D. Scholarship (1990-1): Awarded by Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
President’s Scholarship (1986-88): Awarded by Lutheran Brethren Seminary 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Evangelical Theological Society 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books Authored 
 
Following Jesus, The Servant King: A Biblical Theology of Discipleship (Zondervan, 2010). 
 
Articles and Chapters 
 
“An Introduction to Central Questions in the New Testament’s Use of the Old Testament,” in Three 

Views of the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, ed. Kenneth Berding and Jonathan Lunde 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008). 

 
“Samaritans,” in Baker Handbook to the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker, forthcoming). 
 
“Herod’s Temple,” in Baker Handbook to the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker, forthcoming). 
 
“Repentance,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000). 
 
“Heaven and Hell,” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. J. B. Green, S. McKnight, I. H. Marshall 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992). 
 
“Repentance,” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. J. B. Green, S. McKnight, I. H. Marshall 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992). 
 
“A Summons to Covenantal Discipleship,” Knowing & Doing: A Teaching Quarterly for Discipleship of 

Heart and Mind (Summer 2011). 
 
“In Invitation to an Investigation,” Book Review of Jesus in Context: Background Readings for Gospel 

Study, Darrell Bock and Gregory Herrick, eds. (Baker, 2005), in Christian Research Journal 29 
(03, 2006): 47. 

 
“Leaving the Shire Mentality Behind,” Trinity Direction (Winter, 2003). 
 
 
 



Books Edited 
 
Three Views of the New Testament Use of the Old Testament, in the Counterpoints series, ed. Kenneth 

Berding and Jonathan Lunde (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008).   
 
The Mission of God’s People: A Biblical Theology of the Church’s Mission, by Christopher J. H. Wright 

(Zondervan, 2010). 
 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Doctrinal Review Committee, Biola University (2005-) 
Table Talks Committee, Biola University (2008-) 
Explanatory Notes Task Force, Biola University (Fall, 2010) 
Faculty Town Hall, Biola University (2008-2010) 
Associate Dean for Spiritual Development Search Committee, Biola University (2009) 
Assessment of Biblical Studies Program, Biola University (2005-06, 2009-10) 
Academic Appeals Committee, Trinity College (2001-03) 
Assessment of Graduate Programs, Trinity International University (2001-02) 
Honors Committee, Trinity College (1996-2003) 
 


